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Over vi ew

1. The last el enent of each seven (seals, trunpets, bow s) opens
into what foll ows. The present section issues fromthe Seventh
Bowl , 16:17-21.

2. Main structural nmarkers in this final section are
a) 21:9 echoes 17: 1.
b) chiasmin 19:1-21:8
Cc) 22:6-21 has nunerous parallels with ch. 1-3, and probably is
to be handl ed there.

3. Qutline of the seventh seal:
a) Vision of the Wore, Babylon, 17-18
b) Victory of the Bridegroom over the Whorenonger (Christ over
Antichrist), 19:1-21:8
c) Vision of the Bride, Jerusalem 21:9-22:5

4. Structure of 21:9-22:5
a) 21:9-10, Invitation and Preparati on of John
b) 21:11-21, Description of the Cty. Threefold introductory
summary of what the city "had,"” then anplified chiastically
c) 21:22-22:5, Life inthe Cty. Inclusio in countered
expect ati ons.

A. 21:9-10, Invitation and Preparation

1. v. 9 nakes it clear that we are to conpare this with 17:1ff, the
vi sion of the Whore. Culm nation of the Tale of Two Citi es.

2. 10a recalls Ezek. 40:1-3: high nountain; sees Jerusal em guide
with nmeasuring reed (cf. v.15). O her details |ikewi se from Ezek
40-48 (river; gates for tribes).

a) Ezek. in exile sees a pattern of the city intended for
Israel's use in the restoration (43:10-11), but not foll owed.
(Alternatively, Ezek's tenple may be M I I ennial, but NOT the
eternal state, as in John, for John explicitly notes that
there is no nore tenple.)

b) John in exile receives a simlar promse, but this tine the
construction of the city is not left up to sinful nen, but
acconpl i shed by GCod.

c) Cf. Heb. 11:9-10; 14-16. In every age CGod's people are called
to recogni ze thensel ves as pilgrinms, strangers, exiles, and to
|l ook forward to the city that God has prepared for them

B. 21:11-21, Description of the City
Threef ol d exousa "havi ng”, "had" (2x) outlines the description,
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which is then anplified chiastically.

1. Summary:
a) Its dory: God's own glory (the light of the city), conpared
with a sparkling (not "clear") precious stone.
b) Its Size: conment on the wall. kai\ u(yhl o/ n,
c) Its Structure: twelve gates. This phrase does doubl e duty,
serving not only as introductory summary but al so as part of
the first expanded section (cf. Eph. 1:19-20).

2. Its Structure (Detail), 12b-14

a) 12-13, Gates and Nanes
1) Followi ng Ezek. 48:31-34, the gates of the city are naned
after the 12 tribes, three in each direction. E, N, S, W
a> Ezekiel's order:
1> N. Reuben, Judah, Levi
2> E: Joseph, Benjam n, Dan
3> S: Sineon, |ssachar, Zebul un
4> W Gad, Asher, Napht hal
b> Nunbers
1> E: Judah, |ssachar, Zebul un
2> S: Reuben, Sineon, Gad
3> W Ephraim Manasseh, Benjanin
4> N Dan, Asher, Napht hal
2) Angels on the gates: cf. the watchnen of Isa. 62:6. (Though
their role is now synbolical, since no eneny renains.)

b) 14, Foundati ons and Names
Anci ent masons could work and transport single stones 30 or 40
feet long--the ultinate in stability. Here John sees one such
stone as the foundation of the wall between each pair of
gates, bearing the nanes of the apostles; cf. Eph. 2:20,
"foundati on of the apostles".

c) Note the unification of the OT people of God (the tribes of
Israel) and the NT revelation (the twelve apostles); perhaps
represented in the 24 el ders.

3. Its Size (Detail), 15-17

Again foll ows Ezekiel's experience.

a) 16a, A perfect cube, cf. the Holy of Holies in the tenple and
tabernacle. This is now the dwelling place of God, the
heavenly holy of holies.

b) 16b, 12K furlongs is about 1400 m | es!

c) The wall itself is 144 cubits, 216 feet! Thickness? Height is
out of proportion with 1400 m | es.

4. Its dory (Detail) 18-21
The city itself is nade of precious stones, |ike one trenendous
jewel . Chiastic order to what goes before: first the wall and
city, which were neasured in 15-17; then the foundations from 14,
then the gates from 12-13.



Conpare the breastplate of the H gh Priest. Here, the foundation
stones bear the nanes of the apostles; there, the breastpl ate
stones the nanes of the tribes. Again, unites the testanents.

21:22-22:5, Life in the Cty

Inclusio in countered expectations, surroundi ng description of the
citizens of the city and of the river of life that waters Eden
renewed where grows the tree of life.

1. Inclusio: conpare 21:22-23 with 22:3-5

a)

b)

d)

b)

Both explain two things that are not there, and the reason for
t heir absence.

The second of the two pairs is the same: no need for |ight
sources, because the glory of the Lord is sufficient |ight.
The first of the two pairs differ: no tenple (naon, innernost

sanctuary) in 21:22, no curse in 22:3. But the reason given is
the sane: God is personally present there. Explanation: two
functions for a tenple: the dwelling place of God (function of
the i nner sanctuary, the Holy of Holies); place for sacrifice
for sin (function of the altar). Neither of these functions is
needed. God's presence in the city obviates the need for a
sanctuary and shows that the alienating curse, with its need
for altar and sacrifice, is gone forever.

Critical difference between the two pairs: 22:23, "lighten
it," vs. 22:5, "give themlight." The first pair only speaks
of the city; the second includes the role of the citizens,
after they have been introduced in 24-27.

27, The City and its Citizens

24-26, The city fulfills two functions toward its citizens: it
gi ves and receives.

1) 24a, it gives them guidance. Nations to walk by the |ight
of the city, which in turn is the glory of God. Isa. 2:2-4,
t he | aw goi ng out of Zion.

2) 24b-26, it receives their tribute. Cf. Isa. 60 (all); 60:11
explicitly nentions gates open continually. The passage nay
also refer to the mllennial city, since it nentions an
altar and tenple (60:7).

3) These two relations nmust characterize our walk with God
now. W hear fromhimhis will, to guide our lives; and we
bring our worship and praise to him Neither direction by
itself is conplete. Nadab and Abi hu sought to worship
wi t hout obedi ence, and were sl ain; hunani sts today seek to
wal k correctly but w thout worship, and are | ost.

27 Though the gates are open, a passport is needed:
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4.

enrollnment in the Lanb's Book of Life. Al others are

excl uded. Conpare the simlar lists in 21:8 and 22: 15 (on
which nore later). This is a perfect civilization, with no
corruption, no sin.

1-2, The Ri ver

a)

b)

d)

Parallel to Ezekiel's vision in 47:1-12.

Water essential for life; scarce in the mddle east; presence
of a river or spring deternmines the site of a city. This city
carries its water supply with it: it is the Lord himself (just

as he is its light). Nations have often worshi pped the Sun or
the Water as deities; we worship the one who nade them and
who can supply them from hi nmsel f.

The Bible ends as it began, in a watered garden with fruit
trees. Adam and Eve were shut out fromthe "tree of |ife," but
now that tree grows freely along the river, and is avail able
to the citizens of the city. W are back in Eden.

"Heal i ng of the nations": follows Ezek. 47:12, "the | eaf
thereof for nedicine." Not to renove di sease, of which there
is none (21:4), but as a tonic to sustain life; even Adam
before the fall could not live forever wi thout access to this
tree. W may be sinless then, but we shall always be finite,
needi ng to draw on God for our support.

3-5, d osing Counterexpectation
As menti oned above, brings out our relation to the presence and
glory of God in the city.

a)

b)

d)

"serve him" latreuw, refers to divine worship. This is the
sense in which we speak of "Sunday services." Better get used
to worship now, since it will be your prine exercise

t hroughout eternity!

"see his face,"” a privilege denied even to Mdses (Exod
33:20-23). Only when purged of all sin can creatures bear the
sight of his glory.

"his nane in their foreheads," cf. 14:1, in contrast to the
mar k of the beast. W are called to be known as God's peopl e
now, in the mdst of the contest with Antichrist, and those
who bear the suffering that this nane brings us today wll
wear it as a badge of glory in the blessings of eternity.

"reign for ever and ever," enjoying the privileges of princes
in God's eternal ki ngdom W do not know what we shall be
doi ng, but we will have activities. NB: the MIlenniumis only

the doorstep to eternity. God's rule extends for ever.



