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Overvi ew
19:1-21:8 is chiastic. The ends and m ddl e summari ze the bl essi ngs

declared earlier in the book (19:9 <-- 16:15, rapture; 20:6 <--
14: 13 death; 21:7 <-- 1:3 obedi ence)

1. "I Heard" (rest: "saw') 19:1-5, 6-10 21: 3-8

2. Entry of G oom.. 19: 11-16

3. and Bri de 21:1-2

4. Lake for the Beast... 19:17-18, 19-21

5. ..and his Armes 20: 11, 12-15
6. Satan | nprisoned... 20: 1-3

7. ..and put in Lake 20:7-10

8. MIIl ennium 20:4-6

9, The Invitation to the Wddi ng
Voice is not identified; probably the sane as in v.5.

The | anguage has in nmind Matt. 22:1-14, the third of three parables
designating the rejection of the JerusalemJews in favor of the true
believers. (Recall earlier dependence on Matthew s version of the

A ivet Discourse.)

1. No other clear biblical antecedent for this | anguage. Only three
historical narriage feasts recorded in the Bible, and none of
them seens to offer any clear parallels:

a) Judges 14:20ff: Sanson and the wonan of Tinmmath. (Notable for
its enphasis on garnents! But hardly worthy of introducing the
Lord's return.)

b) Esther 2:18, held by Ahasuerus in honor of Esther.

c) John 2, Cana of @Galil ee

d) Cf. the feast in Isa. 25:6. Not distinguished as a nmarri age
feast, but does anticipate the MII ennium

2. Note enphasis on the invitation in Matthew The origi nal guests
are called 3x (22:3,4), but do not respond. Let us treasure the
invitati on we have recei ved, and not squander it.

3. Both enphasi ze the need for weddi ng garnents (22:11-14; 19:8).

4., 22:7 "armes" is same word as 19: 14, and occurs only 7x in all in
t he NT.

5. The application in Matt. (distinguishing superficial fromtrue
believers) recalls our insight from 11:8, that Babyl on the harl ot
is Jerusalem after the flesh, superficial religion, while the
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Bride is the heavenly Jerusalem of which only true believers are
citizens. Summarized in Isa. 1:21, the faithful city has becone a
harl ot .

10, John's msdirected worship, cf. 22:8

1. sShows the great splendor of the angels. He had beheld the glory
of the LJC on earth, "the glory as of the only-begotten of the
Fat her" (John 1:14), but even so the glory of one "nmade a little
| ower than the angels"” (Heb. 2:7).

2. Most of his conmands to "wite" were fromthe Lord (1:19; once to
each of the churches in ch. 2-3), and he nay have this ange
confused with the Lord.

3. The angel's description of hinself is calculated to raise John's
estimate of his own standi ng before the Lord.
a) The angel is only a servant of God, |ike John and the other
beli evers who bear witness to Jesus.
b) These nere humans who bear witness to Jesus are indwelt by the
divine Spirit of Prophecy.

4. | f the angel appears so much nore magni ficent that the Lord in
his earthly nministry, how nmuch nore magnificent is the Lord in
glory, in the next scene. Prepares us for his surpassing ngjesty.

19:11-16, Entry of the Bri degroom

The Summary antici pates two aspects of the one who appears: his
character ("faithful and true"), and his actions ("judges and nakes
war"). The sequel anplifies each of these, separating themby a
description of his arny. The whole vision recalls the two previous
occasi ons when John heard a command to wite and then saw the Lord,
ch. 1 and ch. 14.

1. 11, Sunmmary

a) Note "and | saw," showing the shift fromthe "and | heard"
openi ng secti on.

b) The white horse is nentioned before Rev. only in Zech. 1:8;
6:3, where it is carries the Lord's observers to report on the
sin of the world (1:8) and his Spirit to bring judgnent (6:3).
Here it carries the Lord hinself and (v.14) his arny.

c) H s Character: "faithful and true." Cf. 3:14 and 1:5. He has
promised to return and bring the final victory. W have this

on the word of a gentleman, and he will not fail. Devel oped in
vv. 12-13.
d) His Actions: "judge and nmake war." A fearful expectation for

t hose who do not know him developed in vv. 15-16.

Each amplification
a) begins with a characteristic fromthe vision in ch. 1;
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b) builds on allusions that begin in the O and are repeated
earlier in the Revel ati on;
c) ends with a distinctive title for the Lord.

12-13, Hi s Character
Thr oughout this section, try to trace the rel evance of each

det ai |

to the description of the Lord as "faithful and true."

a) 12a, All-know ng.

This is the link back to ch. 1 (1:14).

Source of "eyes of fire: Dan. 10:6 via 1:14.

Re. "faithful and true": He can "see in the dark." He has
t he conpl ete know edge and percepti on needed to be
"faithful and true."”

b) 12b, Al -ruling.

1)

2)

Source: Crown is "diadem" the Royal Crown rather than the

Victor's Weath ("stephanos").

a> Rev: The word appears only 3x in Rev. The Dragon wears 7
of these (12:3), and the Beast wears 10 (13:1), but our
Lord wears "many," outranking them bot h.

b> OT: This particular kind of crown is nentioned in the
LXX of the canonical books in only two places: the book
of Esther (associated with a pagan king), and |Isa. 62: 3,
associated with the narri age of Jerusalemto YHWH

Rel evance to "faithful”: Thus no one can overrule his
proni ses or hinder their fulfillnent; he is on top of the
heap.

c) 12c, Unknowabl e.

1)

2)

Sour ce:

a> Rev: Recall 2:17, which reports that this unknowabl e
nanme is delivered to the believer as well (cf. 3:12).
The basic idea is Matt. 11:27. In rejoicing over how the
Lord has revealed hinself to us, we nust never forget
that we can know himonly by revel ati on. He cannot be
f ound out by human wi sdom (1 Cor. 1:21; 2:11; cf. Job
11: 7).

b> OT: Reflected in appearances of the Angel of the Lord:
1> Gen. 32:29, westling with Jacob
2> Jud 13: 18, announcing birth of Sanmson to Manoah and

his wife;

Rel evance to "faithful and true": he is not only an
accurate source of know edge, but the ONLY conpl ete source,
since he hinself is unknowabl e.

d) 13a, Victorious. Wiy blood, if the battle with the beast
hasn't happened yet? Because he has al ready conquered the
great whore in ch. 18.



1) Source:
a> Or. Cf. Isa. 63:1-6, the Lord returning fromthe
j udgnment on Edom
b> Rev: the imge of the wi nevat in 14: 18- 20.

2) "Faithful and true:" no one can block his prom ses by
opposi tion. When General MacArthur prom sed the
Philippines, "I shall return,” it would only have taken one
Japanese torpedo to render his promi se ineffective. But no
one can defeat the Lord.

13b, Expressive. Here is the title John gives himin the first
chapter of the gospel. Not only is he faithful and true when
he does speak, but it is his very nature to speak. He cane for
t he purpose of revealing the Father. He delights to make
heaven known.

14, Hi s Foll owers
A glinpse at his troops, before we turn to his actions.

a)
b)

c)

"armes," recalling Matt. 22:7.
"white horses,"” recalling the Lord's em ssaries in Zech. 1, 6.
"clothed in white linen."

1) From 8b, this represents "the ri ghteousness of saints." The
nmet aphor descri bes both the | MPUTED and t he | MPARTED
ri ght eousness of God; cf. the chiasm of inperatives and
i ndicatives in Col. 3:8-14.

2) In conparison with v.8, comonly taken to suggest that this
is the Bride, coming with the Bridegroomto cel ebrate the
marri age supper of the Lanb during the MII| ennium But

a> John is explicit that the Bride is a city, the New
Jerusalem (21:2, 9, especially in explicit contrast with
the whore in 17:1).

b> "clothed"” is not the sane as "arrayed"” (v.8). Cf. Eph.
6: 14, "having on [clothed with] the breastpl ate of
ri ght eousness."” The arny is "clothed"; the Bride (v.8)
is "arrayed." There, the enphasis is on righteousness as
Adornnent, nmeking us attractive in the eyes of the
Bri degroom here, on righteousness as Protection, naking
us invul nerable to the attacks of the eneny.

3) Conclude: righteousness is extrenely inportant in our daily
lives.

a> It is our adornnment in the eyes of our heavenly
bri degroom Cf. the repeated phrase in the epistles to
t he seven churches, "I know thy works."



b> It is our defense before the enemy. Sin on our part not
only lets himslander us and the Lord before others, but
al so enables himto discourage us fromfurther efforts
for the Lord.

15-16, Hi s Actions

Li ke the "Character"” section, begins with allusion to ch. 1,
buil ds on antecedents in both Ol and Rev, and ends with a
distinctive title.

Each piece of the description relates to the summary in v.11, "in
ri ght eousness he doth judge and nake war."

a) 15a, He snmites the heathen with the sword of his nouth.

1) Source: The inmagery is fromlsa. 49:2 (one of the servant
songs), via 1:16; picked up in 2:12-16, Perganps.

2) The inverse of Gen. 1. There, he spoke the worlds into
exi stence; here, he destroys with a word.

3) Note how Heb. 4:12,13 conbines the two characters of the
Lord emphasi zed here, the fiery sword (4:12) and the
pi erci ng eyes (4:13).

4) Obvious relation to judgi ng and warri ng.

b) 15b, He rules themwith a rod of iron.
1) From Psa. 2, echoed previously in 2:27.
2) "Rule" is "shepherd," but the harshness of the i npl enent
and the context of Psa. 2 indicates that judgnent is in
Vi ew.

c) 15c, He treads the w nepress of God's wath.
1) Source: Like 13a, fromlsa. 63:1-6 via Rev. 14:18-20.
2) Relation to judging and warring i s obvious.
3) This one is repeated in both hal ves of the description
because we stand between the defeat of the harlot (ch. 18)
and the defeat of the beast (ch. 19).

d) 16, his Title: King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
1) Source: Neb's confession in Dan. 2:47, via Rev. 17: 14,
anticipating this very invasion.
2) Nane witten on his garnent where it fell across his thigh;
a visible |location for a horseman, and attested on severa
anci ent statues (Charles Il p. 137).
3) Hs ultinmnate claimto "judge and make war."



