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Over vi ew
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The seventh vial introduces the final series of the book, ch.
17-22. Movenent is Whore -> Lord of Lords -> Bride

a) 17:1-18:24 The judgnent of Babyl on, Great Wore

b) 19:1-20:15 The Lord of Lords judges Babyl on, the Wore

c) 21:1-8 CGod conforts Jerusalem the Bride

d) 21:9-22:5 The Bl essi ng of Jerusalem the Bride

Qutline of ch. 17-19

a) 17, unveiling of the source of the church's tribul ations, and
announcenent of her judgnent.

b) 18, the noburners wail over her.

c) 19, the agency of her destruction.

Qutline of ch. 17

a) 1-3, John is summoned to see. Introduces all of 17-109.
b) 3-6, the vision of the harlot.

c) 7-18, interpretation of the vision.

1- 3a, Summons

1

Note the extrenely strong parallel with 21:9, where one of this
sanme group of angels introduces another woman, the bride of
Christ, who also turns out to be represented as a city.

But John does not yet know that the wonan he sees is a city. Note
how t he t hene unf ol ds:

a) "The great whore." No one has yet been called by this name in
Rev., but the thene of whoredom (fornication, porneia, cf.
whor e, pornhs) was dom nant in 2:14, 20, 21. Focuses our
attention on her sin, which has at |east three forns.

1) The physical sin is bad enough, 1 Cor. 6:18, the one sin
said to be agai nst one's own body.

2) Used throughout the Bible as a netaphor for idolatry,
giving to created things what should belong to God al one.

3) Paul has already taught that even in a sophisticated,
nonrel i gi ous age, "covetousness ... is idolatry,"” Col. 3:5,
and we shall shortly see that this extension occupies this
passage as wel |l.

b) "that sitteth upon many waters."” A common bi blical expression
(30x, 4x in Rev and others in OT).

1) Sonetines translated "great waters"; originally referred to
t he sea.



2) Since shipping brought nations into contact, becane a

met aphor for commerce or tribute.

a> |Ilsa. 23:3, Applies directly to Tyre, the island nation,
I i ke Singapore of today, with no natural resources but
rich through her trade.

b> Jer. 51:13, Also said of Babylon. She was not literally
on the seacoast, but as the capital of an enpire she
enjoyed the "treasure" of nations. (The comentators
references to irrigation canals are beside the point;
cf. 51:55. The point is that inland Babyl on had by her
conquest attained treasures conparable to those of Tyre
150 years earlier.)

3) Thus the angel now connects the "harlot" with two great OT
city-states, and in fact in the sequel allusions from both
Tyre and Babylon will be woven together.

c) v.2, fornication with kings of the earth. This expression is
an unanbi guous reference of Tyre, lIsa. 23:15-17. The enphasis
is not on literal fornication or on direct idolatry, but on
love of material things that takes the place of God;
"covetousness, which is idolatry."

d) made nations drunk; an unanbi guous reference to Babyl on, Jer.
51:7.

3a, the vision unfolds "in the wilderness,"” where previously the
wonman had fled (12:6, 14; the only other two references in this
book) and where the dragon had pursued her. The reference to the
wi | derness here is not accidental, nor a natural acconpani nent of
being carried away in the spirit (which happens a nunber of other
times in the Bible, but never to the wilderness). It is intended
to bring our attention back to Israel in exile and the dragon's
wrath against her. Here we learn in nore detail of the formthat
Satan's futile attack agai nst the children of God has taken.

B. 3b-6, Vision
Two characters: the wonan and the beast. She is naned first but
descri bed | ater.
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3, The beast

a) 12:3, 7 heads and 10 horns: the Dragon.

b) 13:1; the beast fromthe sea has sane heads and horns, and in
addi ti on the nane of blaspheny (which has now duplicated to
"nanes" and spread to his entire body).

c) Dan. 7:7, the ten-horned beast.

d) --> Antichrist.

4-7, The Wnman who ri des the beast!

He is described as a totalitarian ruler in ch. 13, yet here he
permits hinself to have a rider, who for a season appears to be
in control
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Her weal t h.

Purple (made from crushed nol |l uscs) and scarlet (made from
the body of a tiny worm were expensive, reserved only for
royalty. She is clothed in expensive garnments.

Ornanents: contrast the godly wonan in 1 Tim 2:9; 1 Pet.
3: 3, who does not rely on such baubles. She is "decked,"
lit. "gilded." Plastered with precious stones.

CGol den cup: cf. her role as described in v.2, of polluting
ot hers.

"Abom nation" translates two O words, one reflecting

uncl ean things (such as pork), the other enphasi zing

uncl ean actions. "Uncl eanness" points to the intrinsic
defilenment that results fromeither of these. God cannot
bear the sight of such people (Jer. 15:1), and even the
inanimate earth vonits them out, Lev. 18:24-28. Her opul ent
adornnent is attractive, but the result of associating with
her is to beconme disgusting and reviling.

Wrds for defil enent:
a> bdel ugma can represent Heb $QC or TW BH.
1> $QC 08262, 08263: foods. Enphasi zes the presence of
THINGS in the world around us from whi ch God comrmands
us to be separated. 9/15 are in Lev. 11, and nost of
the others draw on this. Prinarily Cerenopnial (Lev.
11-15).
2> TWBH 08441: nore extensive; primarily ACTI ONS t hat
are di spleasing to God. Comonly governed by (&H
"do." Once (Dt. 14:3) it refers to foods, where it
per haps enphasi zes t he di sobedi ence i nvolved in
eati ng what God has forbidden. Primarily Moral (Lev.
17ff)
b> akaqartos is Heb. +M 02931. The intrinsic STATE t hat
cones on us through di sease or reproduction. Also used
of beasts that are not to be offered to the Lord (Lev.
27:11) or eaten (Lev. 11; Deut. 14:7,8,10,19), perhaps
because t hey conmuni cate such state. Connected both with
cerenonial (Lev. 11) and noral (Lev. 20) defil enent.
c> Deut. 14 brings together foods, TWBH, and +M.
d> Lev. 20 (incest) brings together +M (21), TWBH (13)

Her nane.

Its | ocation: her forehead. Cf. the twofold brands of the
followers of the beast (13:16ff) and the lanb (14:1). She
represents those who have received the mark of the beast,
and so can "buy and sell" (13:17).

Its nature: nusthrion, a secret synbol, like the 7 stars
and the 7 |l anpstands in 1:20. Not part of the title.

The Nane itself: "Babylon the Geat."
a>|In Rev. the title is focused in ch. 17-18 (4x). It
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6b,

occurs only two other tines, both anticipating the
narrative now before us (14:8; 16:19).

b> It is used extensively in the O (243x; Jerusalemis
625; Samaria only 103; Asshur 8x, and Ni niveh 16;
probably the second npbst commonly naned city in the OI).
Revi ew t hose references to establish its character.

1> It is the nane of Enpire, united agai nst God's
authority. "The | ocusts have a king over them..."

a: Gen. 10:10, beginning of Ninrod's rebellious
ki ngdom Hi s very name neans "let us rebel" or
shall rebel." This is the first reference to a
ki ngdom a confederation of states under a single
strong | eader.

we

b: Gen. 11:9, site of man's organi zed rebellion
agai nst God. Again, takes the formof trying to
band together in a | arge organi zati on.

2> |t is the nane of idolatry invading God's territory.
2 Kings. 17: 24,30, source of idolatrous innovations
after the Assyrian conquest of Samari a

3> It is the nane of persecution agai nst God' s peopl e:
Subsequent usages are all in relation to Babyl oni an
i nvasi on and the destruction of Jerusal em (i ncl udi ng
t he anbassadors to Hezeki ah, who set the stage for
| at er conquest).

4) Its interpretation: "nmother of" in the Bible always has the
sense of parentage, never sinply "great" as in Hussein's
usage. Babylon the Great is the source, the parent, the
origin of harlotry in all its forns, and of all the
inmpurity that results fromit. Traces back to Ninrod's
enpire; conplex human governnents that obliviate the need
for God.

6a, Her Actions. She is intoxicated with the bl ood of God's
peopl e. She destroys them not nerely because they are an
obstacle to her way, but because she has becone addicted to

t he sense of power over God that she recei ves when she abuses
t hem

John's response: wonder. The great conspiracy has been

unveil ed; here is the source of all the suffering of God's
peopl e. Not an unconnected set of m sfortunes, but the deliberate
work of this one city-harl ot.



