Rev. 16:17-21, The Last Vi al
Novenber 28, 1994
H. Van Dyke Par unak

Overvi ew
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2.

The seventh vial introduces the final series of the book, ch.
17-22. Movenent is Whore -> Lord of Lords -> Bride

a) 17:1-18: 24 The judgnent of Babyl on, Great Wore

b) 19:1-20:15 The Lord of Lords judges Babyl on, the Wore

c) 21:1-8 CGod conforts Jerusalem the Bride

d) 21:9-22:5 The Bl essi ng of Jerusalem the Bride

16: 17-21 is the detail ed i ntroducti on.

17a, The Tar get

Conpare the points of application of the previous seven vial s:
Earth, Sea, Ri vers & Fountains, Sun, Seat of the Beast, Ri ver
Euphrates. Each is peculiar to the judgnent. Wiy the focus on "air"
here?
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Eph. 2:2, this is the particul ar abode of Satan and his mni nions.
The proper abode for the angels is heaven; for hunans is earth;
and for Satan is the air between. --> The seventh vial strikes
directly at Satan's seat, thus going beyond and behi nd the
beast's seat in the fifth vial.

This and the first item (the earth), unlike those in between, are
the ones from whi ch man cannot sever hinself, even for a nonent.
We are of necessity constantly in touch with the earth and with
the air around it. (Water is not far behind, but one can go seven
days wi t hout dri nki ng--nowhere near this | ong w thout breathing.)
Thus enphasi zes t he conprehensi veness of this judgnent.

B. 17b, The Announcenent
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"Great voice": last study noted that this appears to indicate a
creature, throughout Rev. Here probably one of the four I|iving
beasts about the throne. They set the vial-bearers | oose on their
m ssion (16:1), and now they report to the Father that the work
is conmplete. Cf. Luke 14:22, the servant's report to his | ord.

Three such announcenents in the NIT.

a) John 19: 30, the Lord Jesus on the cross: the work of sal vation
has been acconpli shed.

b) Here, the work of judgnent has been execut ed.

c) 21:6, MI: "The Al pha and Onega, the begi nning and the end, are
done." Announces the culm nation of all of history.

d) Difference in verbs between John 19 (telew) and Rev. 16, 21
(ginomai). Difference may be that tel. enphasizes the
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C. 18-21,

conpl etion by an individual of what they are assigned to do,
while gin. enphasizes the results. Cf. Luke 18:31; 22:37 (the
Lord fulfilling the scriptural description of his mssion); 2
Tim 4:7 (Paul: "I have finished nmy course.”) In neither case
were the outward results inpressive to the unbelieving eye,
but the inpact of such obedience |leads to God's fina
pronouncenent, "Everything is acconplished."

Voi ces, Eart hquake, Hai l

Three mani festati ons, expanding the IF that has appeared at the

begi nni ng of each cycle in 4:5; 8:5 (augnented w th earthquake);

11: 19 (augnented yet again with hail). Now nothi ng new is added, but
the trio is anplified.
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3.

18a, "voices, thunders, lightenings": Recalling, as in 4:5, the

VOi

ce of God fromSinai. Hs law is the standard agai nst which

t hey have sinned and the basis for the subsequent judgnent.

18b- 20, eart hquake.

a)

b)

d)

21,

AQivet: Matt. 24:7, nmany of these to characterize the present
age.

A "great earthquake" introduced for the first tine in Rev. at
6: 12 as part of the signs of the appearing of the Lord Jesus.

This one is explicitly said to be w thout peer.

19-20, Five details. The first two go together, as do the | ast
two, and all four describe the physical effects of the

eart hquake. The center detail describes the spiritual effect
of the cataclysm

1) Physical effects: Al refuges are destroyed--first the
artificial ones, then the natural ones.

a> 19a, the cities that men have built to protect
t hensel ves from di saster are destroyed. Al hunman

efforts at self-protection will fall. Not only Babyl on
the great, but also the other cities associated with
her.

b> 20, the natural features of the world to which men
naturally flee for refuge are renoved. Cf. 6:14 for
mount ai ns and i sl ands; 6:15-17 for nmountai ns as a pl ace
of refuge; and Psa. 139:9,10 for a (futile) attenmpt to
hi de on the i sl ands.

2) 19b, Spiritual result: Babylon cannot hide from God. He
renmenbers her sin, and will force her to drink the cup of
his w ath.

Hai |



This is the point of contact of the seventh vial with both the
trunpets (8:7; 11:19) and Egypt (Ex. 9:23). "Plague," used to
describe only trunpets and vials, |linking us back to Egypt.

First introduced in Rev. 8:7, the first of the judgnments of
the Great Tribul ation. Now appears to finish them off.

Tal ent: 30 kg, 66 | bs.

Ef fect: bl aspheny, not belief. Cf. Pharaoh, whose heart was
hardened by the pl agues.



