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Ch. 15 seens to be picking up 11:15-19, as external inclusio:
a) Both in heaven;

b) Both quote a hymm by redeened peopl €;

c) Both hymms deal with God's coni ng judgnent;

d) Both end with the sanctuary open for judgnent.

Then what's ch. 12-14 doing there? Note "another wonder" (or
"sign"), 15:1. "Another" forces us to | ook for the previ ous one.
In fact there are two previous ones, and these three are the only
si ngul ar occurrences of "wonder/sign" in the entire book. Note
how t hey are ranked.

a) 12:3, The Dragon is sinply a "sign." The Devil has nounted
age-l ong opposition to the Creator. This is the subject of the
bal ance of ch. 12 and all of ch. 13, to which ch. 14 is the
response.

b) 12:1, The Whnan with child is a "great sign.” In spite of the
rebellion | ed by Satan, the creator has chosen a part of his
creation for special love and fellowship with hinmself, and
t hrough that nation he has provided a Savi or.

c) 15:1, The angels narshalled for judgnent are a "great and
wonder ful sign."

d) Application: Satan would have us focus on hinself. He is
significant, but not as significant as the "great"
signi ficance of the chosen nation and the redeener. Yet too
many people stop there, and do not consider the "great and
wonder ful " judgnents of God.

Overall Flow of ch. 4-22
(Recall that the 7th of a series opens the next series.)

4-7 8-11 11-16 16- 22
a) Heavenly setting ch 4-5 8:1-5 11:15-19, 16:17-21
ch 15
b) Thndr, Equake, Hai | 4:5 T 8:5 TE 11:19 TEH 16: 18-21
c) Earthly Jdgmmts Seal s Trunpets Vials Narrative

Ch. 15-16 are summary-anplification; 15:1 is the sumuary, while
15:2-ch. 16 provide the details. Each successive section

i ntroduced by a verb of perception on John's part (either "I
saw," or [once] "I heard").



A 15:1, Sunmmary

1. W have al ready observed that these bow s of God's judgnent
constitute the third and greatest of the three signs.

2. These are called "the last" plagues, and then that is expl ai ned:
"for in themis filled up [fulfilled] the wath of God." This is
one of three statenents in Rev. about sonething of God being
fulfilled (10:7; 15:1; 17:17), and two of themreinforce the view
that the seventh of a heptad introduces what foll ows.

a) 10:7 says that God's Mystery, as spoken by the prophets, wll
be fulfilled "in the days of the seventh [trunpet] angel, when
he shall ... sound” (no inceptive sense). The 7th ange
i ntroduces the vials, and i ndeed ch. 17-22 are nmnaged by
nmenbers of that heptad (17:1; 21:9).

b) Hs Wath (here). Alford struggles to understand how the Wath
of God can be conpleted in the vials when there yet renains
the | ast judgnent. But he does not understand that the seventh
vial I NCLUDES ch. 17-22, just as each of the previous sevenths
includes the follow ng section, In fact, this statenent
REQUI RES t hat the sevenths be understood in this way.

3. Conpare the only two occurrences of "fulfilled" in John's gospel:
19: 28, 30, both referring to the death of Christ. The earthly
drama that begins with sin nust end with God's judgnent--either
on the i nnocent substitute, or on the sinner.

B. 15:2-4, The Redeened Vi ndi cate the Judgnent

1. 2a, The firmanent that resenbles a sea of glass puts us back in
heaven (cf. 4:6). Recall our discussion there: this is a
conmpari son of the platformupon which the throne rests with the
i mages of the sea and glass. A snall difference--now the
firmanent has as well the appearance of fire, as it reflects the
wath of the one who sits on the throne.

2. 2b, As in ch. 4, so here we have believers in heaven. But note
the differences in their representation.

a) Description:

1) Here, "conquerors fromthe beast."” Note grammar: ni kaw ek,
"come victorious from" Usual syntax is with accusati ve.
Their victory consists not in defeating and destroyi ng the
beast, but in renmining pure in the face of his opposition.

2) There, "elders," defined with reference to the peopl e of
God. Those whose experience has nade them exenplary. |Is the
experience in view that of ch. 12-14?

b) Position:



1) Here, standing upon the sea. This is where the |iving
creatures were in 4:6; the standing position indicates
preparation for service.

2) There, seated on thrones. Pronised to those who overconeg,
3:21. Again, perhaps ch. 4 is the result of the service
depicted in ch. 15.

c) I nplements:
1) Here, godly guitars, to acconpany their hyms of worship.
2) There, crowns of gold, also inplenents of worship (4:10).

3-4, The Song of Mbses and of the Lanb

Recal | di scussi on under 14:3. The "new song"” (there and 5:9)
prai ses God for his redenption of his people; the Song of Mses
(Exod. 15) praises God for his judgnent on his enenies. This
particular hymm is built on Exod. 15, and in fact reflects a
structural interpretation of that passage!

a) Anal ysis of Exod. 15
Chiastic nb: an alternative anal ysis discerns stanzas marked
by repetition in 6, 11, 16, but then at least 17-18 are | eft
over at the end! See Muiil enburg.

1) Lord in third person 1-5 18- 19

2) Lord in 1st person; specific event
Def eat of Egypt at Red Sea 6-10
Conquest of Canaan 14- 17

3) Praise and Sunmary
Pr ai se 11
Summary of 6-10 (God's Deeds at Red Sea) 12
Summary of 14-17 (God's Pat hs through Canaan) 13

4) Concl usions: Mses praises God for his Deeds at the Red Sea
(1-10, 12) and the Path he prepared for Israel into Canaan
(13, 14-19).

b) Devel opnent in Rev. 15:3-4
The Redeened pick the center right out of this song, and build
their hym around Exod. 15:11-13.

1) 3a announces that God's deeds are "great and wonderful "
(the sane expression used for his judgnents in 15:1). Echos
Exod. 15:12, the judgnent of Egypt at the Red Sea. Title of
Cod enphasi zes his power.

2) 3b describes his Paths as just and true; not just the paths
in which he wal ks (though this is certainly true), but
those in which he | eads his people, Psa. 25:4,5. These are
"just and true"; he will never lead us into sin. Title
enphasi zes his relation to his people: "king of saints" (Ml
"nations"). Echos Exod. 15:13, the highway he opened for
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| srael into Canaan.

3) 4 echos Exod. 15:11. Note in particular the three
attributes of God that lead all to fear and glorify him
The first and | ast describe his attributes and his actions,
respectively; the center describes our response to him

a> Jorious in Holiness: He is conpletely separate from and
other than his creation. "Thou only art holy."

b> Fearful in Praises: Qur worship of himis in ful
recogni tion of his awesone power and the w ckedness of
our sin. "All nations shall cone and prostrate
t hensel ves before thee.”

c> Doi ng Wonders: He not only Is, but Does, and in such a
way as to stinulate our awe. "Thy judgnents are nade
mani fest . "

15: 5-8, The Living Creatures Equi p the Angels for Judgnent

The various elenents of this scene point to a liturgy of judgnent,
originating in the heavenly tabernacle. ("Tenple" throughout is
better translated "sanctuary," and refers to the tent of the
congregati on, not Sol onon's tenple.)

The tabernacl e was designed as a place for God to dwell with his
peopl e (Exod 25:8). W are accustoned to think of the functions of
this tabernacle that secure the forgiveness of God's people so that
they can fellowship with him This paragraph rem nds us that it has
ot her functions as well: the center fromwhich God' s vengeance

agai nst the persecutors of his people goes forth.

1. Their origin: the sanctuary of the tabernacle of the testinony.

a) "testinony" is the law, contained in the Ark.

b) "tabernacle" is the place of worship initiated by God; not the
man- nade tenple of Sol onobn and his successors.

c) "sanctuary" refers to the holy place and holy of holies, where
the ark and the | aw were kept; not the outer court.

d) Thus they are coming fromthe place where God's holy law i s
kept, to bring judgnent on those who violate that |aw

2. Their uniform linen garnents and a gol den girdl e.

a) These are the elenents of priestly garnents (with other
colors, too): Ex. 28:8; 39:5, 20.

b) This specific conbination of garnents is seen only two ot her
tines in Scripture, both times on the Lord Jesus: Dan. 10:5;
Rev. 1:13. How can these angels wear his garnents? Answer:

t hey are doing his work, John 5.

We do not usually think of judgnent as a priestly work, but
conpare
1) Lev. 10:1,2, Nadab and Abi hu and their "unholy fire"
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D. Ch.

2) Num 16:35, fire "fromthe Lord"
3) Num 25:6-8, Phinehas dealing with Moabite fornication

Their inmplenents: golden vials or bow s.

a) fialas "bow" in LXX is used al nost exclusively for nizraq, an
i npl ement of the tabernacle and tenple used for sprinkling or
tossi ng a substance on the altar for sacrifice.

b) These were seen before in 5:8, where they contained the
prayers of the saints. Conpare 6:10, where the nmartyrs cry out
for vengeance fromthe altar, and 8:1-5, where incense is the
martyrs' prayers, leading to the trunpet judgnents. Throughout
t he Revel ation, God's judgnents cone in holy vengeance for the
persecution that unbelievers bring to his people.

The at nosphere: the sanctuary "filled with snpoke," excluding any
human occupant.

a) Cf. the presence and effect of the cloud at the dedication of
t he tabernacl e (Exod. 40:34,35) and tenple (1 Kings 8:10,11).

b) Here it is "snobke," not "cloud," the sign of God's burning
wrath. Specifically recalls |Isaiah's chartering (lIsa. 6:4),
which was to a mnistry of condemnati on, not of forgiveness.

Summary: How unlike this vision is to the i nrage nost peopl e have
of God. W hear only of his |Iove and grace, and indeed he is a
Cod of forgiveness, toward his people who repent and claimhis
gift of salvation through the Lord Jesus. But there is another
side to his character: pure holiness, wath agai nst sin,
vengeance toward t hose who touch his chosen ones. The tabernacle
is the center of judgnent as well as of forgiveness. The Cross of
Christ will bring us salvation if we receive it, but terrible
judgnent if we reject it.

16, God Di spatches the Angels, and they go forth to judgnent.



