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ch. 14 is devoted to two cycles of triunph of the saints and
CGod' s vengeance on the persecutors. One cycle for each of the two
groups that we have already seen in ch. 7 and ch. 12:

7 12: 14:
1-8, 144K 12-16, the Wnan 1-5, 144K
9-17, Multitude 17ff, remant 12-13, nartyrs

Each of the four sections in this chapter is introduced with a
testi nony of witness ("I saw' or "I heard").

6-11 describes God's judgnent on the Beast.

Thr ee angel i ¢ announcenments, proceeding from Gospel to
CGehenna. God's judgnment is real, but it is always avoi dabl e
for those who will repent.

A. 6-7, Proclanation of the Cospel

1

"anot her angel fly[ing] in the nmidst of heaven":

"other" after the first such angel in 8:13. Like a skywiter or
pl ane with a banner: no one is to mss this nmessage. That
announci ng angel reported the three woes (the final three
trunpets), which focused on denoni c oppression. This one
announces God's sovereign rule.

"t he everl asting gospel”

a) What is this gospel ? Three commands, the second and third with
nmoti ves. Take the first as summary of the other two.

1) Summary: Fear GCod

a> Not just "reverential awe,"” but being afraid of
consequences: Matt. 10:28 "And fear not them which kil

t he body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather
fear himwhich is able to destroy both soul and body in
hell." Cf. cf. 2 Cor. 5:11, "terror of the Lord" before

hi s judgnment seat.

b> Heart of OTI piety. Ec 12: 13 "Let us hear the concl usion
of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his
commandnents: for this [is] the whole [duty] of nman."

c> Central to NT piety as well!
1> Ac 9: 31 Then had the churches rest throughout al
Judaea and Gl il ee and Samari a, and were edified; and
wal king in the fear of the Lord, and in the confort
of the Holy Ghost, were nultiplied.
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2> 2Cor. 7:1 Having therefore these prom ses, dearly
bel oved, | et us cl eanse ourselves fromall filthiness
of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the
fear of God.

3> Php 2:12 "Wierefore, ny bel oved, as ye have al ways
obeyed, not as in ny presence only, but now nuch nore
in nmy absence, work out your own salvation with fear
and trenbling." (sanme sentinent a servant is to have
toward a naster, Eph. 6:5.

2) First anplification: dorify him because the hour of his
judgnent has cone. If he is in a position to judge you,
you' d better learn to say, "Your honor."

3) Second anplification: Abase yoursel f, because he is the
creator of all things. "Wrship" = "prostrate oneself." W
are only clay, the work of his fingers.

4) Sumary: By content, the sane as the "gospel of the
ki ngdont of Mark 1: 14,15, where "is at hand"” is perfect
tense, "has drawn near," thus sane neani ng as "has cone."
The message is a call to recogni ze our actual standing
toward God in the Iight of who he is and the nearness of
hi s judgment.

We are perhaps nore fanmiliar with Paul's gospel, defined in 1
Cor. 15, that Christ died for our sins and rose again. Paul is
qui te excl usive about this gospel; he insists (Gl. 1:8,9)

t hat anyone who preaches any ot her gospel is under God's
curse. How then are these two gospel s rel at ed?

1) W naturally assune that Paul and the other disciples were
preachi ng under the authority of the Great Commi ssion,
which is nost clearly stated in the synoptics. These nake
no distinction between the "gospel of the kingdont (Mark
1: 14, 15) and the gospel that the disciples are to preach in
all the world (Mark 13:10; 14:9; 16:15).

2) Even after the day of Pentecost, Peter still preaches very
much this nessage of the nearness of God's judgnent (Acts
3:19-26). This is the church age. |Is he under Paul's curse
from Gl ati ans?

3) In fact, Paul's gospel preaching includes this aspect of
t he gospel as well!

a> Synagogue in Pisidian Antioch, Acts 13:41, quoting from
Hab. 1:5, prophecy of the Babyl oni an i nvasion, which is
synmbolic of the final day of wath.

b> Mars Hll, Acts 17:30-31.

4) Conpare the "two gospel s" nore carefully.



a> Paul's gospel inplies the gospel of the kingdom "Christ
died for our sins.” Those words have no neani ng apart
fromthe announcenment, "the hour of his judgnent is
cone." Cf. Heb. 11:7, where the notivation of fear is
the foundation for justification by faith!

b> The "gospel of the kingdonmt inplies Paul's gospel. How
can a holy, righteous God who hates sinners (Psa. 5:5;
11:5) possibly offer themrepentance and fellowship with
himsel f? Only because the comng judge is also the slain
I anb.

c> Concl ude that these two gospels are really one, opposite
sides of the sane coin. If we would faithfully proclaim
t he good news of God, we nust announce both God's wath
agai nst sin and his free grace through Jesus Chri st.

c) Wiy is this nessage of inpending judgnent "good news"?

1) To godly Jews, it announced the inpending destruction of
their enem es. Conpare Paul's encouragenent of the
Thessal onians in 2 Thess. 1. This is not an "evangelistic"
use, but one of encouragement to believers.

2) To unbelievers, it is CGod's attenpt to shock them out of
their conplacency. Psa. 119:71, "[It is] good for nme that |
have been afflicted; that | mght learn thy statutes." The
reprobate will never appreciate any statenent of God's as
good news, but the believer | ooks back on the day he first
heard the nessage of comi ng judgnent and bl esses God for
wakeni ng hi mwhile there is still tine.

Announcenent of Babylon's Fall

This is the first tine the city has been naned, but it was

descri bed previously, in 11:8, where we saw that it was al so
identified with apostate Jerusal em Represents nan-made religion,
and i ncludes not only the godless Jews of John's day, but the RC
church of the last two mllennia and nuch evangeli cali smtoday.

The nane "Babyl on" and rmuch of the inmagery is drawn from
Jerem ah' s propheci es; Nebuchadnezzar's invasion provides a vivid
i mage of the com ng oppression by Antichrist.

Babyl on is pictured as a barkeeper, serving an intoxicating brew
of aboni nati on and fornication stennmi ng from anger agai nst God.
Cf. 17:1-5 for devel opnent of this picture. Here judgnent falls
on her for this deceptive practice.

Note: Jer. 51:7; 25:15ff speaks of cups of wath in association
wi t h Babyl on, but both of themare the Lord's Wath in Jereni ah.
Here that image splits in two, much as Daniel's beast did; as the
tine cones nearer, the focus becones clearer, and things that
earlier were confused, now becone clear.
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C. 9-11, Judgnent of Babylon's Cients
Though Babyl on has decei ved and i ntoxi cated the nations, that does
not relieve themof responsibility toward God. No sooner is she
judged than they learn of their judgnent with her.

Chi astic: description of those judged in 9 and 11b, surroundi ng four
characteristics of the judgnent that befalls themin 10-11a.

1. 9, 11, Description: those who worshi p the beast and his i nmage,
and who receive his mark. W are to have no association with the
apostate religi ous system

2. 10-11: Their judgnent has four characteristics:

a) Shane: 10a, drink the wi ne of God's anger. Just as God's nark
triunphs over the beast's mark, so his cup triunphs over the
beast's cup. |'ve never been intoxicated, but in college |I saw
peopl e who were, unable to stand, rolling on the floor in
their own filth., God's wath is not surgical and painless. It
shows unbelievers up for the fools that they are, and exposes
themto the disgust and rejection of all about them

b) Tornent: 10b, tortured, fromtwo perspectives.
1) Physically, "fire and brinstone" (nmuch nocked in our day,
but clearly taught in Scripture)
2) Psychologically, "in the presence of the ... angels and
the Lanb." A beaten dog wants to slink away fromthe gaze
of its adversary; these must suffer in his presence.

c) Duration: 1la, for ever.
d) Constancy, 11b, no rest. No nights off or weekend parol es.

3. Application:
a) Unbeliever: flee fromthe wath to cone. You cannot win if you
side with Babyl on. Heed God's warning before it beconmes too
| at e.
b) Believer: recognize the terrible fate that awaits those around
you, and conpel themto come in.

D. 12-13, Triunph of the Martyred Believers
Recall that ch. 14 contains two cycles of triunmph for believers and
j udgnent on the beast and his followers. The first description of
triunph, in 1-5, focused on the 144K Jewi sh remmant who are
preserved through the Great Tribul ati on. The second, here, deals
with those who are martyred during it.

Di vision in question: verb of hearing cones at v.13, but v.12
mat ches the correspondi ng nenber in 13: 10b.

1. Their identity: "they that keep the comandnents of God, and the
faith of Jesus." Aligns themwi th the "remant of [the woman's]
seed" in 12:17, the believers other than the 144K
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Their patience: cf. 13:10, the assurance that their persecutors

will be destroyed. Recal | coments on 13: 10, and 2 Thess. 1. One
of the great deceptions fostered by the eneny is that revenge is
an ungodly enption. In fact, it is distinctively godly:
"'Vengeance is nmne, | will repay,' saith the Lord,” Rom 12:19;

Heb. 10: 30; quoting Deut. 32:35, cf. Psa. 94:1. W can be patient
in the face of persecution precisely because we | eave the
settling of accounts to our Lord.

Thei r bl essi ng:

a) "from henceforth,” now that God's enenies are judged. Before
this time, the martyrs are in a state of suspense, awaiting
their revenge, 6:9-10.

b) "rest," in contrast with the followers of the Beast, who have
no rest day nor night.
c) "works follow them™"™ Not "lead thenl'; their access to heaven

by grace through faith. But that true faith has yielded in its
turn godly works. Eph. 2:8,9; Tit. 3:5-8; etc.



