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Overvi ew

1. The second of the two beasts. Parallelismbetween the two
sections shows the followi ng structure:

Beast from Beast from
t he Sea the Earth
a) Vision 13:1-8 13:11-17
b) Call for 13: 9 13: 18
Under st andi ng
c) Vengeance on 13: 10a 14:6-12, 14-20
Per secut or
d) Triunmph of 13: 10b 14:1-5, 13

t he Saints

2. In this study, concentrate on the Vision and the Call for
Under st andi ng.

11, Vision: Hi s Appearance

1. "Fromthe earth." Daniel sees four beasts, all coming both from
the sea and fromthe earth. John sees one beast that conbi nes
them coming fromthe sea, and then di stingui shes the beast from
the earth as sonething different.

2. Ch. 12 pictures the battle between the Dragon and the Lanb; here
is a beast who seens to bring themtogether in peace!
a) "Lanb" 26x in Rev; 25x = LJC
b) "Dragon" always in Rev. of Satan.

c) Conpare
1) Matt. 7:15, fal se prophets who are wol ves i n sheeps'
cl ot hi ng.

2) 2 Cor. 11:13-15, false teachers conceal i ng thensel ves as
apostl es of Chri st

12-17, Vision: Hi s Action

Note repetition of poiei (12a "exercise," 12b "cause", 13 "do," 16
"cause"); he is the active agent of the first beast. The successive
statenents of what he does becone npbre and nore concrete and

speci fic.

1. 12a, Sunmary: Exercises the authority of the first beast. That
beast was characterized by the authority that he was given (vv.
2,5,7, the last two tinmes translated "power"”). This one has no
authority of his own, but pronotes the first beast.



12b, Wrship. This is the ultimte objective toward whi ch he
exerts this authority, the presentation of the first beast as
CGCod, cf. 2 Thess. 2:3-4. Having identified the first beast as
human governnent, we are warned here of fascism the el evati on of
the State to a position of deity, as in communi sm This tendency
is growing even in the US: having denied its citizens God as a
nmoral reference point, the governnent can present only itself as
the authority.

The next two activities are neans to this end, one for the
gullible, the other for the skeptical.

13-14, Signs, as nechanisns to stinulate the worship of the Beast
fromthe Sea by those who can be i npressed by such things. Two
mai n si gns descri bed:

a) 13b, Fire coning down from heaven, cf. Elijah on M. Carnel.

b) 14-15, A speaking idol, the inage of the Beast. This nmay be
t he Abomi nati on of Desol ation, erected in the tenple (Matt.
24:15). Note that it is the idol who causes non-worshi ppers to
be sl ain--probably, it comands this.

c) "had power" 14, 15 is literally "it was given to him" just as
with the first beast, 5, 7 (2x each). John wants us to
renenber that his ability to work mracles, while real, is by
perm ssion from God, not an i ndependent authority.

16, Mark of the Beast, a practical mechanismto inmplenent the
idol's command and enforce worshi p, even by those who will not be
fooled by the nmiracles. Everyone is required to give evidence of
adherence to the common religion in order to work.

C. Vision: Synthesis
The first beast, in receiving worship, takes the role of a god. The
second beast, in pronoting his worship, becones his functionary, a
priest or a prophet.
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In fact, he is called "the fal se prophet” el sewhere in

Revel ati on, giving the Satanic Trinity. For all of themtogether,

see

a) 16:13, the joint source of unclean spirits.

b) 20:10, together in the lake of fire (19:20 puts the two beasts
there first).

c) These "tri o" passages are val uabl e because they identify the
second beast, the beast fromthe earth, as the "fal se
prophet," a religious figure.

O her exanples of religious figure subservient to politica
power :

a) Exod. 7:11,12, Pharaoh's nmagi ci ans

b) 1 Kings 22:6,7, Ahab's court prophets

c) Dan. 2:2, Nebuchadnezzar's w se nen

d) Acts 13:6,7, BarJesus associated with Sergi us Paul us

Application: Beware when you see a religious authority sponsored
by and supporting secul ar governnent. John wote this while the
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18,

Roman enperors were being deified by their priests. It perfectly
reflects the church-states of npbst of the "Christian" era, and
will cone into proninence again during the Geat Tribulation.

Query: is this distinction between the two beasts nade el sewhere?
Bulli nger sees it in 2 Thess. 2, between the "man of sin" (v.4, =
beast fromthe Sea, who seeks worship) and "the | awl ess one"

(v.8, = beast fromthe earth, who works wonders).

Call for Understandi ng
Hi ghly obscure. Mbst promising alternatives:

a) "Caesar Nero," spelled in Hebrew |l etters in a non-standard
way. Both the | anguage and the variation from standard
spelling are a stretch

b) In the Sibylline oracles, '888 is the nunber of Christ, each
digit being one nore than perfection. '666"' mnmight be a
synbolic indication of defect from perfection. But the
Sibylline reference is probably dependent on this one.

c) "lateinos" ("Latin"). The history of the Ronan Catholic
institution clearly fits this picture of religion as the
handmai d of governnent, and Rone may well be central in this
position in the future. But the picture is broader than RC

Better: will be obvious to those who need the information. By the
test of this riddle, none of us qualifies as "w se."



