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Overvi ew

1. 12:1-6 sunmmari zes the conflict between the wonan and the dragon.
The bal ance of the chapter, and on through ch. 14, develops this
conflict in three sequential stages.

2. Last tine, in 12:7-12, we traced the conbat in heaven, agai nst
t he Angel s--since before the tine of Christ, down through the
present.

3. The next two sections descri be what happens on earth during the
3.5 years of the Great Tribulation (conpare tine notices in
12:14; 13:5). These two descriptions appear to correlate with the
two groups identified in ch. 7 (the 144K Jews, and the unnunbered
mul titude fromevery nation), who will reappear in ch. 14.

a) 12:13-16, On earth, agai nst the Wnan--begi nning of the 3.5
years. Full of inmagery of the exodus. |srael protected during
the Great Tri bul ati on.

b) 12:17-14: 20, On earth, against the woman's seed--during the
3.5 years. GCentile believers persecuted during the G eat
Tri bul ati on.

4. Each successive stage notes the devil's increasing rage, which
leads in turn to intensified warfare on his part. He is getting
madder and nadder in an enotional chain reaction.

a) 13, when he sees that he is shut out of heaven, he goes
agai nst the wonan.

b) 16-17, when he can't destroy her, his overfl ow ng anger seeks
anot her channel, and he turns to the remmant of her seed.

A. Exodus inmagery in 12:13-16

These few verses bristle with i nages drawn fromthe Exodus (though

not al ways used in the same way):

1. 14, "wings of an eagle,"” Exod. 19:4; cf. Deut. 32:9-12

2. 14, flee into wilderness, cf. the Exodus, and Exod. 14:5, 11.

3. 14, "her place,” cf. v.6, "prepared for her," Exod. 23:20, the
promni sed | and

4. 14, "fed," cf. manna in Deut. 8:3, 16 (though the verb is
different);

5. 14, 3.5 years = 42 nonths, cf. Num 33, the nunber of canps of
| srael in the w | derness.

6. 14, shifts from"dragon" to "serpent,” cf. Num 21, the fiery
serpents

7. 15, trial by water, cf. Red Sea and Jordan Ri ver

8. 16, earth opens its nouth, Korah (Num 16:32; 26:10)



The Underlyi ng Meani ng of the Exodus

1

Ezek. 20:2-20, a place of purification (13b, 15-16) and
protection (14, 17) for a m xed peopl e.

1 Cor. 10: 1-13, Exodus used as an illustration of the need for
believers to avoid inmpurity and sin, and also of God's protection
(v.13). Note the sane two strands of thought as in Ezekiel 20.

Wth reference to Israel's eschatol ogical delivery

a) Mcah 7:15, Israel's eschatol ogical delivery will be
"according to the days of thy coning out of the | and of
Egypt . "

b) Ezek. 20:33-44 devel ops extensi ve conparison, and is probably
anot her view of John's vision of the woman in the w | derness.
Just as John and Ezekiel share the visions of the cherubim
(Ezek. 1; Rev. 4) and the neasuring of the tenple (Ezek. 40;
Rev. 11), so God grants them both to see Israel in the
wi | der ness.

The Meani ng of 12:13-16
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2.

The Exodus story includes both purgi ng and preservati on;

di sci pline and delivery.

Bot h Ezeki el and John see Israel in the |ast days sent into the

wi | der ness.

a) Ezekiel focuses on the need for purging to separate the
unbel i evers fromthe believers.

b) John focuses on the delivery.

Interpretation of the paragraph:

a) Li ke Pharaoh of old, the devil will try to destroy God's
peopl e, the Wnman.

b) God protects her by taking her into the wil derness. (John does
not di scuss the purgi ng function that al so takes place at this
tinme, according to Ezekiel.)

12: 17-14: 20, On earth, against the wonman's seed
Today, consider only 12:17 by way of introduction.
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John records the nmounting wath of the dragon. He has | ost tw ce
now. once in heaven, again against Israel on earth. This is his
| ast chance to get back at God.

The second cl ause of the verse shows sequentiality: "he went
[lit. went away] to make war ...." Unable to enter into her

wi | der ness stronghol d, now he brings all his energy agai nst
bel i evers who are not secured there with her, "the remant [rest]
of her seed"--in addition to the Lord Jesus and the Jew sh
believers protected in the w | derness.

Satan's enmty is stirred up particularly by two characteristics
of these Tribul ation saints, characteristics that we should

enul ate if we would be effective in spiritual warfare.

a) "who keep the commandnents of God"--obedi ence to God' s word.
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b)

This is NOT obsolete in the so-called "age of grace"! Eph.
2:8-10, true believers are God' s worknmanshi p, created unto
good works; if we don't do good works, that's evidence we are
not truly God' s workmanshi p.

"who ... have the testinobny of Jesus Christ"--throughout the
NT, this phrase nmeans "to have testinony borne to one," not
"to bear testinobny to soneone.” W are indeed to BE w tnesses
to Jesus (Acts 1:8, but that is not the focus here. The focus
is on the Lord Jesus' recognition of themas his own and the
resul ti ng changes that he brings about in their |ives, giving
evidence that they are his. Qur witness to Christ is not
somet hi ng we generate in our own strength, but the result of
Christ's witness to us, branding us as his own. Those whose
lives show the true marks of Christ's redenption are singled
out for persecution by the dragon.

1) The idi om

a> John 5:36, Jesus "has testinobny" fromthree sources:
John, the works, and the Father.

b> 1 Tim 3:7, the elder must "have a good testinony" from
t hem whi ch are w t hout.

c> 1 John 5:10, believers "have the w tness" of God
concerning his Son in themsel ves.

d> Rev. 6:9, the martyrs slain for the word of God and "for
the testi nony which they held."

e> Rev. 19:10, other believers "have the testinony of
Jesus. "

2) 22:16, 20: Jesus is the one testifying throughout this
book!



