
Matthew 18:1-4
5-7 after a break



“At the same time...”

At what time?

Matthew 18:1



Matthew 17

The Transfiguration

Cast a demon out of a boy

Predicted His death and 
Resurrection 

Temple Tax from the Fish

To Capernaum from Galilee



Capernaum



“Who is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven?”

Why this question?

“who is greater? The father or 
the son?”

Is there still a tax-man in your 
kingdom?

Matthew 18:1



What was on Peter’s mind at the 
transfiguration?

Exalting Jesus, Moses and 
Elijah

Matthew 17:4



Matthew 17:5-8

What was on the Father’s mind 
at the transfiguration?

Exalting Jesus



A desire for position

Mark 9:34, Luke 9:48 

The Disciples

Matthew 20:20

Zebedee’s wife 



Matthew 18:1

Notes from verse 1:

Fresh off a mountain-top 
experience the disciples 
wanted:

To celebrate their heros

To cement their own positions



“... but they measuring 
themselves by themselves, and 
comparing themselves among 
themselves, are not wise.”

2 Corinthians 10:10-13



Luke 9:47

Jesus had to “perceive” the 
thought of their heart



“Jesus called a little child...”

The child was close enough to 
call

Matthew 18:2



Matthew 19:14

Jesus accepted the children

Because “of such is the 
kingdom of heaven”



Matthew 18:3

“Except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye 
shall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven.” 



Matthew 18:3

“Except ye ... ye shall not enter 
into the kingdom of heaven.” 

“be converted, and become as 
little children”



Kingdom of God

The “Kingdom of Heaven/God”

What is it?



Kingdom of God

Where we’re headed

Kingdom of Heaven = Kingdom 
of God

It already existed in Jesus’ 
time

It refers first of all to God’s 
authority/Reign



Kingdom of God

Where we’re not headed

Discussion of the millennium



Kingdom of God

Kingdom of Heaven = Kingdom 
of God

“... Heaven” ONLY appears in 
Matthew

Identical stories in the 
synoptic gospels use “God”



Matthew 11:11

Verily I say unto you, Among 
them that are born of women 
there hath not risen a greater 
than John the Baptist: 
notwithstanding he that is 
least in the kingdom of heaven 
is greater than he. 



Luke 7:28

“For I say unto you, Among 
those that are born of women 
there is not a greater prophet 
than John the Baptist: but he 
that is least in the kingdom of 
God is greater than he.”



Matthew 13:33

“Another parable spake he unto 
them; The kingdom of heaven is 
like unto leaven, which a 
woman took, and hid in three 
measures of meal, till the 
whole was leavened”



Luke 13:20-21

“And again he said, Whereunto 
shall I liken the kingdom of 
God?  It is like leaven, which a 
woman took and hid in three 
measures of meal, till the 
whole was leavened.”



Kingdom of God

Why the difference in Matthew?

5 “Kingdom of God” in Matthew



Kingdom of God

Where we’re headed

Kingdom of Heaven = Kingdom 
of God

It already existed in Jesus’ 
time

It refers first of all to God’s 
authority/Reign



Kingdom of God

Kingdom already existed

Luke 23: 42-43

Mark 9:1

Luke 9:27

Luke 10:9-11



Kingdom of God

Luke 11:20

Luke 19:11-26

Luke 21:31



Which Gospel?

“Of God”?

“Of Christ”?

“Of the Son”?

“Of the kingdom”?



Which gospel?

“Of the grace of God”? 

“Of peace”?

“Of the circumcision”?

“Of the uncircumcision”?



Which gospel?

“Of your salvation”?

Or just “the gospel”?



Which Gospel?

Matthew 4:23

Matthew 9:35

Matthew 24:14

Mark 1:14

Acts 20:24-25



Kingdom of God

Where we’re headed

Kingdom of Heaven = Kingdom 
of God

It already existed in Jesus’ 
time

It refers first of all to God’s 
authority/Reign



Matthew 18:3

“Except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye 
shall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven.” 



Matthew 18:3

“Except ye ... ye shall not enter 
into the kingdom of heaven.” 

“be converted, and become as 
little children”



Matthew 18:3

“Except ye ... ye shall not enter 
into the kingdom of heaven.” 

Their question presumes their 
kingdom status

Jesus calls their status into 
question



Matthew 18:3

“be converted, and become as 
little children”

Be converted

Become



Matthew 18:4

Whosoever therefore shall...

... humble himself as this child



“Humble” Matthew 18:4

tapeino, {tap-i-no'-o} 

Meaning:  1) to make low, bring low 1a) to 
level, reduce to a plain 1b) metaph. to bring 
into a humble condition, reduce to meaner 
circumstances 1b1) to assign a lower rank or 
place to 1b2) to abase 1b3) to be ranked 
below others who are honoured or rewarded 
1b4) to humble or abase myself by humble 
living 1c) to lower, depress 1c1) of one's 
soul bring down one's pride 1c2) to have a 
modest opinion of one's self 1c3) to behave in 
an unassuming manner 1c4) devoid of all 
haughtiness 


