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The Structure 
of Judges

Judges: Between Conquest and Kingdom

1:1-3:6, Prolog

3:7-16:31, The Judges
3:7-11, Othniel
3:12-32, Ehud and Shamgar
4:1-5:31, Deborah and Barak
6:1-10:5, Gideon, Abimelech, Tola, Jair
10:6-12:15, Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon
13:1-16:31, Samson

17:1-21:25, Epilog
17:1-18:31, Spiritual Departure—Micah’s Idol
19:1-21:25, Social Disintegration—Civil War

1:1-2-5, Social 
Disintegration

2:6-3:6, Spiritual 
Departure

Death of Joshua 1:1a 2:6-10

Experience
1:1b-36
  :1-20, Judah
  :21-36, North

2:11-19

Warning from 
the Lord

2:1-3 2:20-23

National 
Response

2:4-5 3:1-6

Simeon’s relation to 
Judah (1:3):
Gen 49:7 Cursed be their 

anger, for it was fierce; 
and their wrath, for it 
was cruel: I will divide 
them in Jacob, and 
scatter them in Israel.

Jdg 1:11
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Judah’s Conquests in Judges 1

??

Judah and Simeon
Children of the Kenite

Possible examples of 
Achsah’s “springs” 
(bowls, gullot גֻלֹּת H1543)

Van and Anita Parunak, June 1975, Wilderness of Judaea

Gen.15:18 In the same day the LORD made a 
covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I 
given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great 
river, the river Euphrates: 19 The Kenites, and the 
Kenizzites, and the Kadmonites, 20 And the Hittites, 
and the Perizzites, and the Rephaims, 21 And the 
Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the Girgashites, 
and the Jebusites.
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Moses’ Marital History
Ex 2:16 Now the priest of Midian had seven 
daughters: and they came and drew water, and 
filled the troughs to water their father’s flock. 17 
And the shepherds came and drove them away: 
but Moses stood up and helped them, and 
watered their flock. 18 And when they came to 
Reuel their father, he said, How is it that ye are 
come so soon to day? 19 And they said, An 
Egyptian delivered us out of the hand of the 
shepherds, and also drew water enough for us, 
and watered the flock. … 21 And Moses was 
content to dwell with the man: and he gave 
Moses Zipporah his daughter. 22 And she bare 
him a son, and he called his name Gershom:
Ex. 3:1 Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his 
father in law, the priest of Midian: and he led the 
flock to the backside of the desert, and came to 
the mountain of God, even to Horeb. … 12 And 
he said, Certainly I will be with thee; and this 
shall be a token unto thee, that I have sent thee: 
When thou hast brought forth the people out of 
Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this mountain.

Ex. 4:24 And it came to pass by the way in the inn, 
that the LORD met him, and sought to kill him. 25 
Then Zipporah took a sharp stone, and cut off the 
foreskin of her son, and cast it at his feet, and said, 
Surely a bloody husband art thou to me.
Ex. 18:5 And Jethro, Moses’ father in law, came with 
his sons and his wife unto Moses into the wilderness, 
where he encamped at the mount of God: … 27 And 
Moses let his father in law depart; and he went his 
way into his own land.
Num. 10:29 And Moses said unto Hobab, the son of 
Raguel the Midianite, Moses’ father in law, We are 
journeying unto the place of which the LORD said, I 
will give it you: come thou with us, and we will do 
thee good: for the LORD hath spoken good 
concerning Israel. 30 And he said unto him, I will not 
go; but I will depart to mine own land, and to my 
kindred.31 And he said, Leave us not, I pray thee; 
forasmuch as thou knowest how we are to encamp in 
the wilderness, and thou mayest be to us instead of 
eyes. 32 And it shall be, if thou go with us, yea, it 
shall be, that what goodness the LORD shall do unto 
us, the same will we do unto thee.
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The 
Northern 

Tribes

Benjamin
House of Joseph:

Manasseh
Ephraim

Zebulun
Asher
Naphthali
Amorites vs. Dan

Not 
mentioned: 
Reuben, 
Gad, 
Issachar

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:12_Tribes_of_Israel_Map.svg



07/19/20 Copyright © 2020, H. Van Dyke Parunak. All Rights Reserved. www.cyber-chapel.org 6

Tribute (1:28, 30, 33, 35)
Hebrew מס mas H4522 = “forced labor”

Ex. 1:11 Therefore they did set over them taskmasters [chiefs 
of forced labor, שׂרי מס] to afflict them with their burdens. And 
they built for Pharaoh treasure cities, Pithom and Raamses.

Deut. 20:10 When thou comest nigh unto a city to fight against it, 
then proclaim peace unto it. 11 And it shall be, if it make thee 
answer of peace, and open unto thee, then it shall be, that all 
the people that is found therein shall be tributaries unto thee, 
and they shall serve thee. … 15 Thus shalt thou do unto all the 
cities which are very far off from thee, which are not of the cities 
of these nations. 16 But of the cities of these people, which the 
LORD thy God doth give thee for an inheritance, thou shalt 
save alive nothing that breatheth: 17 But thou shalt utterly 
destroy them; namely, the Hittites, and the Amorites, the 
Canaanites, and the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites; 
as the LORD thy God hath commanded thee: 18 That they teach 
you not to do after all their abominations, which they have done 
unto their gods; so should ye sin against the LORD your God.
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The Angel’s Visit
Where was the Tabernacle?

Josh. 18:1 And the whole 
congregation of the children of 
Israel assembled together at 
Shiloh, and set up the tabernacle 
of the congregation there. And the 
land was subdued before them.

Where was Bochim (“Weeping”)?

Judg 2:1 And an the angel of the 
LORD came up from Gilgal to 
Bochim … 

Judg. 2:1 (LXX) And an angel of 
the Lord went up from Gilgal to 
the place of weeping, and to 
Bethel, and to the house of Israel, 
… 


