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Introduction to the Gospel of John

1:11-13
He came unto 
his own, and 

his own 
received him 

not

20:30-31
Many other signs 
… did Jesus … 
which are not 
written in this 

book
But as many as 

received him … 
believed on his name
But these are written, 
that ye might believe…

To them gave he power to become the sons 
of God, even to them that believe on his 

name, which were born … of God
believing, ye might have life through his name

NicodemusThe New Birth2:23-3:21, Jerusalem

Water to Wine (“beginning of signs”)DisciplesWedding at Cana2:1-12, Galilee

Final Charge

Resurrection

Crucifixion

Farewell

Triumphal Entry

Raising of Lazarus

Tabernacles-Dedication

Bread of Life

Healing at Bethesda

Nobleman’s son

Woman at the Well

John’s final testimony

Cleansing the Temple

Calling the Disciples

Prologue

Episode

DisciplesJudas13-17, Jerusalem

People, GreeksJewish rulers12:12-44, Jerusalem

Raised LazarusMary, MarthaJewish rulers11:1-12:11, Bethany

Healed blind manBlind man; peopleJewish rulers7-10, Jerusalem

Fed 50006, Galilee

Healed lame manLame manJewish rulers5, Jerusalem

Healed sonNobleman4:43-54, Galilee

Draught of FishesPeter21, Galilee

Resurrection (fulfilled)Thomas20, Jerusalem

Joseph of 
Arimathaea

Jewish and Roman 
rulers; Peter

18-19, Jerusalem

Samaritan Woman4:1-42, Samaria

John3:22-36, Judea

Resurrection (foretold)Priests2:13-22, Jerusalem 

John1:19-51, Galilee

1:1-18

SignsReceived HimReceived Him NotSection, Location

John knows the other gospel traditions (e.g., 
3:24) and supplements them rather than 
repeating them (92% of his material is 
unique).

• Matthew for the Jew
• Mark for the Roman
• Luke for the Greek
• John for the church (correcting error)
He records the Lord’s teachings that lie behind 

later NT teaching  (compare Acts 20:35).
John’s emphases compared with other gospels:
• Deity of Christ (“high Christology”)
• Sympathetic Jewish leaders (Nicodemus; 

Joseph of Arimathaea)
• No believing centurion at Calvary
• Provides spiritual interpretation of what 

others relate as historical fact:
• Birth 1:1-18 Incarnation of the Word
• Last Supper 6 Bread of Life


