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Overvi ew
1. 9:23-10:25 is an anplifying alternati on, abAB:
9:23-24 -> 10:1-16, glory in the Lord, not in nman-nade idols.

9:25-26 -> 10:17-25, judgnment will fall on Jew and Gentile alike
who forsake the Lord.

2. Consider first 9:23-24; 10:1-16. This section discusses the need
to glory in the Lord, and shows the glory of the Lord in contrast
to pagan gods. The entire structure is one of cascaded
anplifications:

a) 9:23-24 is anplified in 10:1-16

b) Wthin 10:1-16, 1-5 is anplified in 6-16.
c) Wthin 1-5, 5b is anplified in 2-5a.

d) Wthin 1-5a, 3a is anplified in 3b-5a

9:23-24 -> 10: 1-16
1-5 -> 6-16
2-5a <- 5b
3a -> 3b-b5a

9:23-24 dory in knowi ng the Lord

These verses contrast glorying in nan with glorying in the Lord. The
| ater section (10:1-16) sets the Lord alongside idols. But in doing
so it nmakes the point that the idols are no better than those who
make them to glory in an idol, after all, is just to glory in the
craftsman who nade it, and the inpotence of the idol shows the
ultimate i npotence of its naker.

Wiere do we seek our sense of contentnent and achi evenent? This
section contrasts the false and the true sources of such

sati sfaction. Real contentnent cones from knowi ng the Lord, and the
next chapter tells us much nore about him

1. Fal se sources of contentnent: w sdom might, and riches. This is
a common trio. Consider other exanples of it in the Bible:

a) 1 Cor. 1:26, God has not called nany "w se, mighty, noble."
Paul probably has this passage in mn nd.

b) John analyzes "all that is in the world" as "lust of the
fl esh, lust of the eyes, pride of life" (1 John 2:16). These
three areas surface in the tenptati ons both of Eve and of the
Lord Jesus. They also lie behind this trio.

1) Lust of flesh: Eve saw that the apple was "good for food."
Satan urged the Lord to turn stones to bread, to satisfy
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hunger. The "nmighty" nman glories in his body.

2) Lust of the eyes: Eve saw that the apple was "pl easant to
the eyes." Satan offered Christ all the kingdons of the
earth. The rich nman places value in things that are
pl easant to behol d.

3) Pride of life: The fruit of the tree was desired to nake
one wi se. Christ could have been popul ar i medi ately had he
ri dden angels down fromthe pinnacle of the tenmple. The
wi se man nmagni fi es his own ego.

2. True contentnent cones from havi ng real understandi ng, which in
turn results from knowi ng the Lord.

a) "Knowi ng God" is different from"knowi ng about God." the
enphasis here is on a personal relationship. W can have such
a relationship through faith in Jesus Chri st.

b) Knowi ng God brings real happi ness BECAUSE (not "that") of
three characteristics of the Lord, to be contrasted with the
"wi sdom night, riches" of the previous verse. The God who

delights in these characteristics will be a sure refuge for
hi s peopl e.
1) | ovi ngki ndness, xesed. Faithful ness to covenant. In

contrast with "wi sdont that reflects pride in dealings with
ot hers, God's dealings are nmarked by keeping his
commitnents. Thus those who trust in himwll never be
ashaned. He will certainly fulfill that which he has

proni sed to do.

2) judgnent, m $pa+. In contrast with "night" that seeks to
t ake vengeance on those who oppose us, the one who is
rightly related to God can trust in God to judge those who
do wong. "'Vengeance is mne, | will repay,' saith the
Lord. "

3) righteousness, cedagah. The world val ues accunul ati on of
riches. That which is of value in the eyes of God is
ri ght eousness, confirmty with his standards. And God is
t he one who "works righteousness,” producing it in the
lives of his children. Thus if we know him he will enrich
us with sonething nore val uable than gold and jewel s.

10: 1-5, Sunmary: Do not fear the inpotent pagans and their gods.
If we truly glory in the Lord rather than in nen and their
creations, we will reject the gods that nen nake.

1. Start with 5b, the sunmmary: Don't be afraid of the pagan gods,
for they can do neither good nor evil. NB: fearing and gl oryi ng
(9:23-24) are two sides of the sane coin. Both are terns of
respect, and even of worship; cf. the expression "fear God."
God's repeated word to his children, in the face of opposition
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and strife, is "Fear not; | amw th you."

2. 1-5a anplifies this.

a) 2b anplifies "Fear not." The pagans do fear the fal se gods,
and trenbl e before the signs of heaven, that they think are
sent by these gods. They interpret eclipses as the npon dragon
eating the sun dragon, and feel that the patterns of the stars
determ ne their destinies. Jereniah gives two instructions
agai nst this:

1) Don't learn the way of the heathen. This is not condenni ng
an interest in foreign cooking or clothing styles. The
point is, "Don't follow their devotion to their gods."

This was at the root of Israel's problem Israel didn't
i nvent idolatry; she copied it fromthe inhabitants of
Canaan!

2) Even though (concessive) the heathen trenble at the signs
of heaven, don't you do it. That would be to give the
reverence of fear where it is not due.

b) 3-5a anplifies "They can do neither evil nor good."
Yet again, we have statenent then anplification. 3a is the
statenent: "The custons of the peoples are vanity." Their very
rhythmof life is enpty, nothingness. Then we | earn why, by
considering their gods in detail.

1) I n essence, they are nothing nore than tree trunks, chopped
out of the forest, decorated with gold and sil ver.

2) Consider their weakness:

a> They would fall over if you didn't nail them down.

b> "upright as a palmtree," better, "like a palmtree of
beaten work." ng$h is "beaten work" in Exod. 25, etc.,
in the tabernacle; cf. the pal mornanents with gold
plating in Sol's tenple, 1 Kings 6:31-35. These idols
are no better than the wall decorations in the tenple.
Li ke those decorations, "they do not speak."”

c> They need to be carried, because they cannot wal k.

10: 6- 16 Chiasmcontrasting YHWH and i dol s

Here Jereni ah gives us a detail ed exanple of glorying in the Lord,
rather than in nen by way of the idols that they nake. The section
is chiastic, alternating | ayers of conparison of the Lord and idols
until we reach the center, where idols are once npbre decried in a
verse witten in Aranaic, the inperial |anguage of the period (like
an announcenent to everyone in the area).

Adm ni strati ve Creati ve
Power Power
over Men over Earth
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YHWH 6-7 16 Conpari son; "nane"

| dol s 8-9 14- 15 Brutish, vanity, artificial
YHVWH 10 12-13 Earth, cosmc

| dol s 11

Techni cal note: Change in speaker signals end of previous section.

1. 6-7: YHWH is inconparable in his awesoneness.

a)

b)

d)

The basic idea, repeated at begi nning and end of the verse, is
that YHWH i s i nconparable. This inconparability is said to
lead to two results.

6, he is great. Anplification: his nane (reputation) is great
in mght; he is renouned for heroic, warlike deeds.

Illustration: The attitude of Rahab the Harl ot before the
spies in Josh. 2:9-11, "we have heard ...." Also the

G beonites, Josh. 9:9, "Your servants have cone froma very
far country because of the nane of the Lord your God, for we
have heard his fane and all that he did in Egypt."

One gains a reputation because one is inconparable. If | ask
you, "Have you heard of WI bur Jones?", you're likely to
reply, "No, what did he do?" One nust be distinctive to have a
reputation. Qur God is unlike any other, and thus he is
renouned.

7, he is to be feared, for that is fitting to him Wen we
begin to understand who God is, what he requires of us, and
how far we have failed, our first response is one of fear.
Repent ance nust cone before faith. Hi s i nconparabl e power and
hol i ness conbine to threaten us in our sin, and we mnust
trenbl e before hi mbefore we can understand what he offers us
in forgi veness through Jesus Chri st.

Technical note: M YN appears in the construct before nouns;
absol ute before predi cates. Suggest that here KMXK is
virtually a noun; note also parallel with compn Jereni anic
M YN YWBB to reflect exile; in 30:7, KMMHWIis not thus frozen
into a noun.

8-9: ldols. Here is the link with 9:23-24. To glory in an idol is

to glory in its naker. So we have first a description of the
i dol -makers, then the influence of idols on them and finally the
idols that they create, in a chain of reasons.

a)

b)

8a, The idol makers are "altogether brutish and foolish." |
have not found any place where these adjectives (verbs in
Heb.) are applied to idols. They describe the nmen in whom we
are not to glory.

8b. "Stock" (lit. "wood") is not the subject, but the
predicate. "The instruction of vanities [given by vain idols]
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is woden." That is, the people are brutish because their gods
are unabl e to teach them anyt hi ng.

c) 9, In turn, the reason that the idols can't teach anything is
that they thensel ves are only the work of man.

Application: The basic prem se here is that man cannot teach
himself. There is no "bootstrap."” W cannot gain any real
knowl edge t hrough the things we construct ourselves. This
conclusion is in direct conflict with the spirit of nobdern
research, which in effect says that the only way for nan to
know anything is to build nore powerful instruments and nore
subtl e mat hemati cal schenes, and |let these teach him

O course, our artifacts do increase the set of predicates we
can affirm about the world, but Jerem ah's point is that of 1
Cor. 1:21. The know edge that really matters, know edge of
God, is accessible only through revel ation. God has set up a
wal | that our research cannot penetrate; only to the extent
that he cones through to us can we know him

10: YHWH s truth, life, and eternity command our respect.
6-7 set forth the Lord's greatness and our resulting fear. Here
both of these are el aborat ed.

a) God's Geatness: three attri butes brought forward.

1) Truth. Not just that he is the real God, in contrast to the
fal se idols, but also that he is the God who is truth, the
epi st enol ogi cal cornerstone of the universe. Cf. John
17:17.

2) Life. The enphasis of the syntax (identifying clause) is
that he alone (unlike the idols) is the living God. As he
is the source of truth, so also he is the source of life:
John 5:26, the Father has life in hinmself and gives this
life to others.

3) Eternal rule. He is the source of authority; all other
authority is derivative fromhim Dan. 4:17.

b) The fear that results fromthese attri butes: the wath of such
a one i s unbearable. Here, "earth" is netonynmy for the people
who live on the earth, as the parallelismwi th "nations"” in
the next line shows. The anplification of this couplet over
"fear" in v.7 is in naking the matter of his wath explicit.
We fear himbecause to displease himis to invite the nost
severe sanctions, agai nst which there can be no defense.

11, ldols. Center of the chiasn in Aranaic, the | anguage of
Mesopotania, rather than in Hebrew. This is perhaps the earli est
exanple of a traveler's phrase book. Wat is the npst inportant
thing for one of the exiled Jews to be able to say? Not, "Were
is the train station?" or "How nuch does it cost?", but "Your
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gods aren't worth a plugged nickel." The standard by which they
are tested is their ability to create, thus introducing the thene
of the second panel of the chiasm

Note the chiastic structure:
The gods
who heaven
and earth
did not nmake ((abadu)
shall perish (y"badu)
fromthe earth
and from under heaven,
t hese [gods].

5. 12-13: YHWH s power in weather and creation.
First he creates the earth, the habitable | and, and the
heavens. The attri butes that enable himto do this are his
strength, his wi sdom and his understandi ng. Then he
controls the weather upon it. He not only creates the world,
but al so operates it once it's there.

6. 14-15: ldols: They show the folly of their nakers (back to
9:23-24). The sane three points here as in vv.8-9.

a) ldol -makers are brutish, beastly, stupid, even in their
supposed "know edge"!

b) They are put to shane because of their idols. The idol does
not convey any benefit to them but rather shanme and
conf usi on.

c) Those idols are deceptive, lifeless, vain, artificial
things. They will be powerless to defend thensel ves, and
will perish ()bd, as in 11b) in the tine of God's judgnent.
(Per haps Jereni ah intends the | ast clause to be anbi guous
bet ween the idols and the nen who make t hem)

7. 16: YHWH is inconparable in his creative power and care of
his people. Here God's creation and adninistration are
m ngl ed together: ABAB. In his relation to his people, he is
their portion and they are his inheritance; they belong to
one another. In view of his power, he is the one who has
created everything, and thus is the Lord of (the heavenly)
hosts. None anpbng the pagan gods can conpare with him

Hymm: "Who is Li ke Unto Thee," Exod. 15:11; Ps. 86: 8-10.



