Jer. 52, Epilog
Sept enber 7, 1991
H. Van Dyke Par unak

Overvi ew

There is a sense of fulfillment when a promise is kept. Prom ses of
good are fulfilled with joy; pronises of evil, with sadness, yet a
sense of relief that the anticipation is finally over. This chapter
records the fulfillnment of God's prom ses of judgnent, throughout

t he book of Jer, but with sone surprising tw sts.
1. Three major divisions to this chapter:
a) 1-27, Zed under the Babyl onians (< 2 Kings 24:18-25:21)

b) 28-30, the several deportations of the people. Excludes Dani el
and his friends in Neb's accession year (Dan. 1:1), just after
t he deat h of Josi ah, because Jer does not comment on these
events in his book.)
Neb' s Nunber Jer's Note
Year Deport ed Ref

1 7 3023 24 = 2 Kings 24:12ff, 8th year,
deportation of J' chin, with 10K or
18K peopl e

2) 18 832 37++ fall of the city; Zed. taken

3) 23 745 42 prob. after death of Gedali ah; by

Nebuzar adan
c) 31-34, Jehoi achin (= Jeconi ah, = Coni ah) under the Babyl oni ans

2. These draw our attention to the foregoi ng propheci es: those
concerning the people in general (28-30), and those concerning
the two exiled Kkings, Zed (1-27) and J'chin (31-34). This | ast
chapter rem nds us that these propheci es have i ndeed been
fulfilled, though in sone cases with a twist. Let's trace the
connecti ons.

28-30, The Captivity of the People

Many ti nmes throughout the book Jer foretold the com ng captivity.
Thi s passage particularly recalls 6:9, where the invader is conpared
to a gl eaner going over the field again and agai n.

NB: These nunbers cannot represent the nmain body of the people. 2
Ki ngs 24: 12ff shows that 10K were taken captive with J' chin al one,
and the witer here, quoting adjacent parts of 2 Kings 24, can
hardly be ignorant of these nunbers. Perhaps the reference is to
adult nen here, and total population in 2 Kings.

1-27, The Capture of Zedeki ah
This is the | ongest part of the chapter, and sets forth first Zed's
two-fold sin, then the punishnent for each part.

1. Hs Sin, 2-3
Preferred translation highlights two aspects to his sin:
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a) Sin against the Lord, focus on Jerusalem "He did that which

was evil in the eyes of the Lord, according to all that J gim
did, for it (his evil) provoked the anger of the Lord in
Jerusal em and Judah, until he cast themaway from his face."
b) Rebellion agai nst Neb: "And Zed rebell ed agai nst the King of
Babyl on. "
Each of these aspects brings correspondi ng puni shnent in the next
secti on.

2. His Punishment, 4-27. Divided into three parts by the date
f or mul as.

a) Ceneral, 4-5: the siege. This leads to two specific outcones,
corresponding to the two specific sins.

b) Puni shnent for Sinning agai nst Nebuchadnezzar, 6-11.
1) The focus here is on Zed's specific interactions with Neb.
Not hing is said about Jerusalemor its people.
2) In fact, 9b-11 enphasizes this by altering plural verbs in
2 Kings 25 to singulars, making the King of Babylon the
agent throughout. (2 Kings 25:6b-7 = Jer. 52:9b-10 are
plural in Kings; 2K v.8 = Jer v.11 are both singular.)

c) Puni shnent for Sinning against God in Jerusalem 12-27.
Now t he focus returns to Jerusalem and the people in it,
corresponding to the description of the first sinin 2-3a. It
was in Jerusalemthat Zed's sin provoked the Lord; now, in
Jerusal em the judgnent falls.

3. The Prophecy, 34:1-5. Falls into two parts, one i medi ate (and
fulfilled here); the other nore renpte (and quite unexpected,
gi ven what we read here).

a) 2-3 clearly fulfilled.

b) 4-5 nust seemvery distant to Zed as he stands before Neb in
Ri bl ah, yet God graciously gives themto himas a light in his
darkness. In the mdst of his deepest suffering, he can hold
on to God's graci ous prom se.

C. 31-34, The Rel ease of J'chin

1. Accession of Ew | -Merodach, the successor of Neb, is 562. Wy
J' chin and not Zed? Probably because Zed has al ready di ed, and
recei ved the funeral that God pronised him

2. The governing prophecy in this case is 22:24-30. Like Zed's
prophecy, it is partially fulfilled, but |eaves sone for the
future, and the future part seens very renpte fromthe standpoint
of the events here.

a) Certainly, J chin has been cast out of Judah, never to
return.



b) Yet his situation seens rather confortable here, 37 years
after he was taken capti ve.

c) But in the mdst of his renewed prosperity, the latter part of
t he prophecy nmust cone back again and again to haunt him his
seed is excluded fromever sitting on the throne of David.

Sunmmar y
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4.

All three sections of this chapter renm nd us that God keeps his
promni ses.

The reports of Zed and J' chin rem nd us that "it's not over until
the fat lady sings.” In his extrenme humliation, Zed could stil

| ook forward to bei ng honored by his people as a king; while

J' chin, even though honored by Neb's successor, would have to
realize that his line was cut off and at an end. Cf. Psa. 73.

These vignettes of prophecy fulfilled and yet to be fulfilled may
have a further point. Like the prom ses to Zed and J' chin, the
book as a whol e has near-term and far-term proni ses. The
near-term proni ses concern the fall of Jerusal ent these are
fulfilled. The far-term prom ses, notably 30-33, still |ie ahead.
By showing us the first part but not the second of the prophecies
of these two kings, Jer renminds us that the fall of Jerusal em
realizes part, but not all, of what God promi sed him And by
showi ng us how i ncongruent the short-term and | ong-term out cones
are for the two kings, he rem nds us that the darkness of Judah's
ni ght of captivity will be overwhelned by the glory of the
restoration of the Davidic kingdomin the age to cone.

[ Started preaching Jer on 30 Apr 1989; 2 years, 4.5 nont hs]

Psalm 24

Anal ysi s

WN P

Ent hr onenent noti ce

1 B.EN(E& RIYMW/)AXAT $FNFH CID: Q Y. FHW B:/ MFL: KI OW
W /) AXAT (E& R'H $FNFH MFLAK: B. 1/ YRW $FLFI M
W/$"M)IM/OW{X: AM Y+AL} [X: AMN +AL] B. AT-YI R M YFHW
M /L.IB: NFH

2-3, Summary of Zed's two-fold sin (agai nst the Lord, and agai nst
Babyl on)

1

anmpl p
a) text: 2 WA Y.A(A& HF/ RA( B.:/("YN'Y Y: HWFH K. : / KOL
) : ASER- (F&FH Y: HOWFQ YM
b) anpl:
1) 3 K1Y (AL-)AP Y: HWH HFY: TFH B. 1 / YRW $FLAI M W / YHW DFH
a> Subject of HFY: TFH is HFRA( in v.2
b> For syntax, conpare JER 32:31 K 1Y (AL-)AP./IY
W/ (AL- X AMFT/IY HFY: TFH L./1Y HF/ (I YR HA/VZ. O T
L:/MNHA Y OW ): ASER B. FNW ) OM/FH. W/ (AD HA/Y. OAM
HA/ Z. EH LA/ H. ASI YR/ FH. M'/ (AL P. FNFY
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2) (AD-H $: LIYK ONV)OM/ FM M'/ (AL P. FNFY/ W -anplified in
vv. 12-27.
2. WY.IMROD CID:QY.FHW B.:/MELEK: B. FBEL--anplified in vv.6-11.

C. 4-5, tenporal p: Neb. besieges the city. (Zed. 9:10.10)

1. time: 4 WAV Y:HY BA/$. FNFH HA/ T. : $1 (1 YT L:/ MFL: K/ ON B. A/ XODE$
HF/ (: A&l YRI'Y B. E/ (F&OAR LA/ XODES$
2. text: sequence p
a) B.F) N BWKAD: RE) C. AR MELEK: - B. FBEL HW) W/ KFL- X" YL/ OWN
(AL-Y: RW $FLAI M
b) WA/ Y. AX: ANW (FLEY/ HF
c) WAV Y.IB:NW (FLEY/HF D. FY"Q SFBI YB
d 5 WWT.FBO HF/ (I YR B.AMFCONR (AD (A$: T."Y (E& R'H $FNFH
LA/M ELEK: C D QY. FHW

D. 6-11, tenporal p: fall of the city and capture of Zedekiah (Zed.

11:4.9). Shows the result of Zed's sin agai nst Neb.
Not e how t he action slows down and everything is spelled out in
excruciating detail. This is peak.

1. tinme: tenporal p

The w on wyxzq is required to forma tenporal link with v.7.
Translate "In the fourth nonth, when the fam ne had taken hol d of
the land, so that there was no food for the people of the | and,
the city was broken up. Then (at that tine)" ... seq p. about the
men of war.
a) antecedent event: anpl p

1) text: 6 B.A/ XODE$ HF/ R BIY(IY B.:/TI$: (FH LA XODE$

WA Y. EX: EZAQ HF/ RF(FB B. F/ (I YR

2) anpl: W/LO) -HFYFH LEXEM L:/ ( AM HF/ ) FREC

b) concurrent event: 7 WA/ T.IB. FQA( HF/ (I YR

2. text: seq p

a) Actions of the Judeans
1) W/KFL-)AN: $"Y HV M I L: XFMFH YIB: R XW !l impf? Wl tke
31.2 #' s 7-10. They began to flee fromthe city.
2) WAV Y."C )W M/HF (I YR LAY: LFH D. EREK: $A( AR
B. " YN- HA/ XOMOTAYI M ) : ASER (AL- G AN HA/ M ELEK:
a> W/ KA& D. I YM (AL- HF/ (I YR SFBI YB
3) WV Y."L: KW D. EREK: HF/ (: ARFBFH

b) Actions of the Babyl oni ans
1) 8 WY.IRD.:PW X'YL-K A& D.1 YM ) AX: AR'Y HA/ M ELEK:
2) W Y. A& I YGW )ET-CD:QY.FHW B.:/ (AR BOT Y: R' XOW
a> W/ KFL- X" YL/ OW NFPOCW M'/ ( FLFY/ W
3) 9 WWY.IT:P.: &N )ET-HA/ M ELEK:
4) WA/ Y. A(: ALW )OT/ OW) EL- MELEK: B. FBEL RI B: LFTFH B. :/) EREC
X: AMFT

c) Actions of the King of Babylon (shift from2 Kings 25, where
verbs are plural--the enphasis here is on the king-to-King
confrontati on)

1) WY:DAB."R)IT./ONM $: P. F+1 YM
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2) 10 WA/ Y. $: XA+ MELEK: -B. FBEL )ET-B.:N'Y CID: QY. FHW
L: /(" YNFY/ W
a> W/ GAM ) ET- K. FL- & R'Y Y: HW DFH $FXA+ B.:/RI B: LFTFH
b> 11 W/)ET-("YN'Y D QY. FHW (IW"R

3) WV Y.A)AS: R/ "HW BA/ N: XU$: T. AYl M

4) WA Y:Bl)/"HW MELEK: - B. FBEL B. FBEL/ FH

5) WWY.IT.:N"HW {B:/B"'YT}- [B"YT]-HA/ P.: QUD. OT (AD YO
MOWT/ OW

12-27, seq p: Deeds of Nebuzaradan in Jerusalem (Neb. 19:5.10--note
shift to dating by Nebuchadnezzar, now that Zed is captured.) Shows
the result of Zed's sin against the Lord in Jerusal em

1. 12 W/ BA/ XODE$ HA/ X: AM Y$I Y B. E/ (F&OANR LA/ XODE$ HI Y) $: NAT
T.: $A(- (E& R'H $FNFH LA/ M ELEK: N: BW KAD: RE) C. AR MELEK: - B. FBEL
B. F) N BW ZAR: ) : ADFN RAB- +AB. FXI YM (FMAD LI/ P: N'Y MELEK: - B. FBEL
B. 1/ YRW $FLFI M

2. Destruction and confiscation of property--all disjunctive
cl auses. Like an inventory.
a) 13 WAV Y.|I& ROP )ET-B."YT-Y: HWFH W /) ET-B. " YT HA/ M ELEK:
b) W/)"T K FL-B.FT."Y Y: RWS$FLAIM W /)ET-K. FL-B. " YT HA/ G FDOAL
&FRAP B. F/)"$
c) 14 W/)ET-K FL- XOVOM Y: RW $FLAI M SFBI YB NFT: CW K. FL- X" YL
K. A& D. | YM ) : ASER ) ET- RAB- +AB. FXI YM
d) 15 W/M/D.AL. OM HF/ (FM W /) ET- YETER HF/ (FM HA/ N. | $: ) FRI YM
B.F/ (I YR W/)ET-HA/ N. OP: LI YM ) : ASER NFP: LW ) EL- MELEK: B. FBEL
W/)"T YETER HF/) FMOWN HEG LFH N: BW ZAR: ) : ADFN RAB- +AB. FXI YM
e) 16 W/M/D. AL.OM HF/)FREC H $:)1 YR N BW ZAR: ) : ADFN
RAB- +AB. FXI YM L: / KOR: M YM W/ L:/ YOG Bl YM
f) seq p
1) 17 W/)ET-(AMWD'Y HA/ N. : XOBET ): ASER L:/ B" YT-Y: HWFH
W /)ET-HA/ M : KONOM W /) ET- YFEM HA/ N. : XOBET ) : ASER
B.:/B"YT-Y: HWFH $I1 B. : RW KA& D. | YM
2) WY.I &)W )ET-K FL-N XU$: T. FM B. FBEL/ FH
g) 18 W/)ET-HA/ S. I RONM W/)ET-HA/ Y. F(1 YM W /) ET- HNV M ZAM : ROAT
W/)ET-HA/ M | Z: RFQOT W/)ET-HA/ K. AP.OM W/)"T K FL-K. :L"Y
HA/ N. : XOBET ) : ASER- Y: $FR. TW B/ FHEM LFQFXW
h) 19 W/)ET-HA S IP.IYMW/)ET-HA M AX: T. OM
W/)ET-HA/ M | Z: RFQON W /) ET-HA/ S. | YRONM W /) ET- HA/ M : NOROAT
W /)ET-HA/ K AP. OM W /) ET- HA/ M : NAQ YOAMT ) : ASER ZFHFB ZFHFB
WA/ ) : ASER- K. ESEP K. FSEP LFQAX RAB- +AB. FXI YM
i) 20 HF/ (AM WD YM $: NAYI M HA/ Y. FM ) EXFD W / HA/ B. FQFR
$: N'YM (F&FR N: XOBET ) : ASER- T. AXAT HA/ M : KONOWT ) : ASER ( F&FH
HA/ M ELEK: $: LOMCH L:/B"YT Y: HWFH LO) - HFYFH M $: QFL
LI/ N XU$: T./FM K. FL-HA/ K. "LI YM HF/ )" L. EH
i) 21 W/HF (AM W D YM
1) $: MONEH (E& R'H ) AM FH { QQWvFH} [ QOWVAT] HF/ (AM UD HF/ ) EXFD
2) W/ XW+ $ T."YM(E& R'H )AM FH Y: SUB. EN. W
3) W/ (FB: Y/ ONV) AR B. A( )AC: B. F(OAM
4) NFBW B
5) 22 W/ KOTERET (FLFY/ W N: XCSET
6) W/ QOWAT HA/ K. OTERET HF/ ) AXAT XFM'$ ) AM ON W / & BFKFH
W/R M OMI YM (AL- HN K. OMERET SFBI YB HA/ K. OL N XCBET
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G 31-

7) W/KF/)"L.EH LA (AMWD HA $."NIY W/ R M OANIl YM
8 23 WY.IHYW HF/RIMONIYMT.1$: (1 YMW/$I$ FH RW XFH
9) K FL-HF/ RIM OMWNI YM M') FH ( AL- HA/ & : BFKFH SFBI YB

chiastic p: Nebuz. took captives

a) 24 WA Y.IQ AX RAB- +AB. FXI YM ) ET- & RFYFH K. OH'N HF/ RO $
W /)ET-C PAN. YFH K OH'N HA/ M | $: NEH W /) ET-$: LOBET $OM R'Y
HA/ S. AP

b) 25 W/M N HF/ (I YR LFQAX SFRI YS ) EXFD ) : ASER- HFYFH PFQ YD
(AL-)AN: $"Y HA/ M | L: XFMFH W/ $I B: (FH ) : ANF$I YM M/ RO) " Y
P:N'Y-HA/M ELEK: ): ASER NIM C. )W BF/ (I YR W/)"T SOP"R &AR

HA/ C. FBF) HA/M AC:B.1) )ET-(AM HF/ ) FREC W/ $I$. 1YM)IY$ M/ (AM

HF/ ) FREC HA/ N.IM C ) I YM B. : / TONKK: HF/ (I YR
26 WA Y. 1 Q AX )OM/ FM N BW ZAR: ) : ADFN RAB- +AB. FXI YM
WA/ Y. OLEK: ) OM/ FM ) EL- MELEK: B. FBEL RI B: LFT/ FH
27 WA Y. AK. EH ) OWM/ FM MELEK: B. FBEL
VWY MT/"MB.:/R B:LFH B. :/) EREC X: AMFT
WAV Y. | GEL Y: HW DFH M'/ (AL ) AD: MFT/ OW

30, Tally of the Exiles: chiastic summary p

summary: 28 ZEH HF/ (FM): ASER HEG LFH N: BW KAD: RE) C. AR

text:

a) B.1/$:NAT-$EBA( Y: HW DI YM $: LGSET ): ALFPI YM W/ ( E& RI YM
W/ $: LOSFH

b) 29 B.1/$: NAT $: MOWNEH (E& R'H LI/ N BW KAD: RE) C. AR
M/ YRW $FLAI M NEPE$ $: MONEH M') OM $: LOSI YM W/ $: NFYI M

c) 30 B.1/%$: NAT $FLCS W/ (E& Rl YM LI/ N BW KAD: RE) C. AR HEG LFH
N: BW ZAR: ) : ADFN RAB- +AB. FXI YM Y: HW DI YM NEPE$ $: BA( M') OAT
)AR B. F(1 YM WA/ X: AM $. FH
(NB: not MYRWELYM could be from Egypt, but that was Neb's
37th year, acc. to ANET 308, see notes on 46: 13)

summary: K. FL- NEPE$ ) AR B. A(AT ): ALFPIYM W /$"$ M)OWM P

34, Restoration of Jehoiachin: tenporal p

time: 31 WAV Y:HY BI/$: LGSl YM WF/ $EBA( $FNFH L: / GFLW T

Y: HOWWFKI N MELEK: - Y: HW DFH B. 1/ $: N'YM ( F&FR XODE$ B. :/ (E& Rl YM

WA X: AM $. FH LA/ XODE$

sequence p:

a) NF&F) ):EW YL M RODAK: MELEK: B. FBEL B. |/ $: NAT MAL: KUT/ OW
JET-RO $ Y: HOAWFKI YN MELEK: - Y: HW DFH

b) WWY.OC') YOM/OWM/B."YT {HA/K. : LIY)} [HA K :LW)]

c) 32 WNY:DAB."R)IT./ ON +OBOAT

d WY.IT."N)ET-K IS )/ONM/MA(AL L:/KIS.") {MLFKI YM
[HAV M :LFKIYM ):A$ER )IT./ OWB. :/ BFBEL

coordi nate p:

a) 33 W/SINFH)"T B.IGD'Y KIL:)/OW

b) ampl p

1) text: W/)FKAL LEXEM L:/PFNFY/ W T. FM YD K. FL-Y: M'Y XAY./ FW

2) anmpl: 34 WA/ ): ARUXFT/OW): ARUXAT T.FM YD NI T.: NFH L./ OW
M'/)"T MELEK: - B. FBEL D.: BAR- YOWM B. : / YO\M OW ( AD- YOM
MOWT/ OW K. CL Y: MY XAY. FY/ W



