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A. Overvi ew

1

2.

| mportant questions

a)

b)

Who i s Babyl on?
In the context of the rest of Jer, the only ID that nakes
sense is the nation of Nebuchadnezzar.

When is this fulfill ed?

1) The oracl es agai nst the other nations fulfilled by
Nebuchadnezzar.

2) Bab. was conquered in antiquity.
a> |Ilsa. 45 pronmises that God will open the city to Cyrus.
b> The actual conquest took place the night of the party in
Dan. 5; note (v.31) that the kdom was given to Darius as
Cyrus' |ieutenant.
c> 2 Chr. 36 shows Cyrus' authority over the people of
Babyl on, as he sends the Jews back to rebuild their

t enpl e.

3) But that conquest doesn't count here:

a> He did not destroy the city, but snuck in through the
river gate (Herodotus). Yet these chapters foretell its
destruction (50:12, 15, 26; 51:58).

b> The city has never been conpl etely abandoned; there were
three Arab villages within its walls until recently,
when Hussein relocated themto rebuild the main city
structures. But these chapters enphasize that when the
destructi on here prophesi ed occurs, the city will never
be occupi ed agai n (50: 13, 38-40; 51:26, 37, 41, 43).

4) It seens, then, that Jer is |looking forward to a
destructi on of Babyl on yet to cone.

Rev. 18-19 nakes extensive use of this prophecy inits
description of the apostasy of the last tines.

1) Fits well with our conclusion that the destruction of
Babyl on here described is still future.

2) Also cautions us that we should not be too eager to
spiritualize Babylon into the Roman Cat holic organi zati on,
t hough undoubtedly all ungodly religion will play an
i mportant part in that |ast rebellion.

Overvi ew of these chapters



a) Key pl ayers
1) Babyl on (naturally)
2) lsrael, depicted as
a> suffering under Babyl on (51: 34-35)
b> fl eei ng her judgnent (51:45)
c> restored to fellowship with the Lord (50: 4-5)
3) The eneny who attacks Babyl on (50: 29)
4) The Lord as the ultimte cause of her fall (50:25)

b) Four oracles, three in ch. 50 and one long one in ch. 51. Al
are odd chiasnms, and it is fruitful to conpare their centers,
the focal points, with respect to repeated features.

50:11-13 25 38-40 51: 25- 26
1) Babyl on desol ate X X X
2) The Lord's agency X X X
3) Her sin agai nst people X X
4) Her idolatry X X

3. Lessons for us
a) God will take vengeance for his people; thus we can afford to
| ove our enenies.
b) God's judgnent may |inger, but when it does cone, it will be
terrible.
c) God's peopl e should beware of ungodly associ ations, |est they
catch the overfl ow of judgnent.

4. The first oracle, 50:2-20: God will Punish Babyl on for Abusing

| srael .

ABCBA chi asm

a) B's are commands, the first to Israel, the second to the
attacker. The other three are descriptive.

b) A s enphasi ze three thenes: Israel's tornent, Babylon's
judgnent, and Israel's restoration. C has only the first two
of these.

B. 2-7, Summary of Major Thenes
Presents the three major thenes, w thout nmaking explicit the
connection anong them That will be devel oped through the rest of
t he oracle.

1. 2-3, An eneny fromthe north will conquer Babylon. "Bel" and
"Merodach"” (Marduk) refer to the chief god of the Babyl oni an
pant heon. "Bel" is his title (as we refer to "the Lord"), and

"Marduk" is his name (cf. YHWH). God's victory agai nst Babylon is
explicitly a defeat and shane to her idols.

2. 4-5, Israel will return to the Lord. | nportant features here:
a) lIsrael and Judah reunited. How can one spiritualize this? In
Jer's context, pretty clearly a reference to the literal
restoration of the nation.

b) This will happen at the sane tinme ("in those days, and in
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that time") as the fall of Babylon, confirm ng that the fal
in view hasn't happened yet.

c) Note how they come. NOT automati c because they are Jews.
They are saved through the sane mechani sns as anyone el se.
In particul ar,
1) v.4, They cone in repentance, seeking the Lord.
2) v.5, the cone on the basis of the everlasting covenant
(32: 40, the new covenant).
3) v.5, they seek to be joined to that covenant: BELI EF

3. 6-7, Israel has previously been abused. They are descri bed as
"l ost sheep," a title that is then anplified in three ways.

a) They were abused by their shepherds, their "pastors." The OT
prophets are vitriolic in their criticismof how those who
shoul d have | ed the people in godliness instead abused them
for their own gain. This abuse sheds a particularly
interesting light on professionalismin the mnistry today.

b) As a result, they are | ost and wanderi ng. Watever the cause
of going astray, it's still fatal. W can't say, "He nisled
me, so it's OK." Lost is still lost, however we get there.

c) Their enemies justify abusing them "After all, they sinned
against the Lord."” It is shameful to think how often
prof essed Chri stians have used exactly this excuse to hate
and oppress the Jews. The bal ance of these chapters shoul d
be adequate comrentary on how God feels about that attitude.
They nmay have sinned, but they are still God's people, under
his protection.

C. 8-10, Command to | srael
Fl ee from Babyl on because of the comi ng invasion. |nstead of
wanderi ng sheep, they should be purposeful goats.

Note that vv. 9-10 give the reason for this command, which
becones cl earer when the command is repeated later. |If you
don't want to catch the heat, | eave before the fire starts.
This is the sane principle as Lot in Sodom If you're around
when the Lord brings judgnent, be careful that you don't get
hit. A warning agai nst cl ose associations with those on whom
Cod' s judgnent rests.

D. 11-13, Focus: Babyl on Shaned
Here we revisit two of the three najor thenes, and nake the
connection between themexplicit with the thrice-repeated "because."
Babyl on has proudly persecuted |Israel, so she herself will be put to
shanme and becone a wi |l derness instead of the center of civilization.

E. 14-16, Command to Babylon's Attackers
We have three sets of commands, interspersed with two nptives, one
at the end of v.14 and the other in the mddle of v.15.
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1. The notives show that the Lord |lies behind the hunan
attacker, a thene we have seen several tines already in the
oracl es agai nst the other nations. It is because Babyl on has
of fended the Lord that the human eneny cones.

2. The three sets of commands are progressive.
a) Before the first notive, the eneny is commanded to attack.

b) Between the notives, it is to shout out that the city has
fall en.

c) After the second notive, it is to devastate the econony by
depopul ating the land (cf. what Neb. did to Jerusalen). The
last two clauses in v.16 can just as well be read as
jussives, thus preserving the symetry: "For fear of the
oppressing sword |l et themturn every one to his people, and
let themflee every one to his own |and."

17-20, Integration of Maj or Themes
Now we see all three thenes integrated with one anot her.

1. 17, Israel's abuse reappears under the sane figure as in 6-7,
t ornent ed sheep.

2. Therefore (explicit connection) the Lord will do two things:
a) 18, he will punish Babyl on.

b) 19-20, he will restore Israel. This restoration takes two
forns.

1) 19, physical restoration to their historic honel and
(i ncludi ng Bashan and G | ead, which are east of the
Jordan--no way of confusing this with the present
situation).

That in itself is wonderful, but by itself it would be of
only tenporal value. The real blessing is the next one:

2) 20, Israel's sins will be forgiven. As she "seeks" and
finds the Lord (v.4), her own sins will be "sought" but not
found (here). The final clause balances Israel's initiative
in vv. 4-5 with CGod's sovereignty: God forgives those whom
he preserves for hinself.

Sunmmar y

CGCod watches out for his people. He will take care of all the
"getting even" that is needed. Qur place is to | ove our enemes, in
t he hopes that some of them mi ght cone to trust in him

Psalm Ps. 72:16-19, "On Hilltops Sown a Little Grain," a psal m of
t he com ng ki ngdom



Anal ysi s
Heavily indebted to Aitken's analysis in Tyndale Bulletin 35 (1984),
al t hough significantly different.

Part |: The O acl es
50:1 HA/D.FBFR ): A3ER D. | B. ER Y: HWFH ) EL- B. FBEL ) EL-) EREC
K A& D IYMB.:/YAD YIR M YFHW HA/ N. FBI Y)

2-20, ABCBA chiasm Babyl on abused Israel, so God will destroy her
and restore Israel. Center, 11-13, Babylon will be destroyed.

1. 2-7, the three npajor elenents of Israel's tornent, Babylon's
judgnent, and Israel's restoration. No explicit | ogical
connections anong themyet: that cones in 17-20.

a) 2-3 Judgnent of Babylon: quote p
1) quote f

a> 50:2 HAG | YDW BA/ G ONI M

b> W/ HA$: M Y(W

c> W/&)W-N'S

d> HA$: M Y(W

e> )AL-T. : KAX' DW

f>)IMRW

2) 2b-3 judgnent of Babylon: reason p

a> text:
1> N L: K : DFH BFBEL
2> HOBIY$ B."L
3> XAT M RODFK:
4> HOBI YSW (: ACAB. EY/ HF
5> XAT.W G I L. WLEY/ HF

b> reason: 50:3 K. 1Y
1> (FLFH (FLEY/ HF G OAY M/ C. FPOMAN
2> HW)-YF$I YT )ET-)AR C/ FH. L:/$AM FH
3> W/LO-YIH YEH YOM"B B./ FH.
4> M'/) FDFM W/ (AD- B. : H' MFH NFDW HFLFKW

b) 4-5 restoration of Israel: tenporal p
1) time: 50:4 B.AY.FMYMHF/HMFH W/BF ("T HAV H Y)
N: ) UMt Y: HWFH
2) text:
a> YFBOW B:N'Y-YI&RF)"L HM FH W/ B: N'Y-Y: HW DFH
YAX: D. FW
b> HFLOAK: W/ BFKOW Y" L" KW
c> W/)ET-Y: HWFH ) : ELOH' Y/ HEM Y: BAQ " $W
d> 50:5 ClY.OMN Yl $:)FLW
e> D. EREK: H'N. FH P: N'Y/ HEM
f> their cry to one another as they progress: B.OW
g> W/NL: WV )EL-Y:HWH B.: RIYT (OALFM LO) TI$. FK' XA S
take as i npf 3np, not inpv, which would be NI LLAWN This
is the final summary of their prosperity.

c) 6-7 Previous plight of Israel as |ost sheep: ampl p
1) text: 50:6 CON )OB: DOM {HFYFH} [HFYW] (AM/IY
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2) anpl:
a> abused by their shepherds
1> R("Y HEM H T: (W/ M
2> HFRI YM { $ON\B" Bl YM} [ $OWB: BW / M
b> | ost and wanderi ng
1> M/ HAR ) EL- G | B: (FH HFLFKW
2> $FK: XW RI B: ¢ FM
3> 50:7 K FL-MOWC:.)"Y/ HEM ) : AKFLW /M
c> donmi nated by their enenies: quote p
1> quote f: W/CFR'Y/ HEM ) FM RW
2> quot e:
a: reason p:
1: text: LO NE): $FM
2: reason: T.AXAT ):A$ER XF+:)W LA/ YHWFH
N: WH CEDEQ W/ M Q WH ): ABOM" Y/ HEM Y: HAWFH S

8-10 reason p: notivated command to |Israel: flee because of
the com ng invasion. Cf. 14-16.
a) text: Invitation to |srael
1) 50:8 NUDW M/ T. ONK: B. FBEL
2) W/M/)EREC K A& D.IYM {YFC. )W} [C')W]
3) W/H YW K. :/(AT.WDI YM LI/ P: N'Y-CO) N
b) reason: 50:9 K. 1Y
1) HN"H)FNOKIY M (1 YR W/ MA(: ALEH (AL-B. FBEL Q HAL- G OAYI M
G : DOLI YM M'/ ) EREC CFPOMN
2) W/ (FR KW L/FH.
3) M/$FMT.IL.FK'D
4) XIC. FY/WK. :/d B. ONR MAS: K. | YL
5) LO YF$WB R'YCQFM
6) 50:10 W/ HFY: TFH KA& D. |1 YM L:/ $FLFL
7) K FL-$COL: LEY/ HF YI & B. F(W N:) UM Y: HWFH

11-13, center. reason p: Babylon will be shaned because she
abused | sr ael
a) reason: Because Babylon rejoiced to abuse |srael
1) 50:11 K IY {TI&MX Y} [TI& M XW]
2) K1Y {TA(: AL: ZI Y} [TA(AL: ZW] $0S"Y NAX: ALFTI'Y
3) K1Y
a> {TFPW $I1 Y} [TFPW $W] K. :/(EG LFH DF$FH
b> {W/TIC HALIY} [W/TICHALW] K F/):AB. IR YM
b) text:
1) 50:12 B.OWFH )IM/:KEM M) CD
2) XFP: RFH YONLAD: T./: KEM
3) HN"H)AX ARRYT GONWIMMD: B. FR Cl Y. FH WA/ ( : ARFBFH
4) contrast p
a> 50:13 M/QECEP Y:HWH LO T"$"B
b> W/ HFY: TFH $: MFMFH K. UL. FH.
5) K.OL (OB"R (AL-B.FBEL YI$. OM W/ Yl $: ROQ
(AL- K. FL- MAK. OATEY/ HF

14-16 noti vated conmand to Babyl on's attackers

I nteresti ng conbi nati on of Commands, Motives, and (per haps)
Descriptions. Fulfillnment of v.O9.

a) C50:14 (IR KW (AL-B.FBEL SFBI YB K FL-D. OR K'Y QESET
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b) C Y:DW )"LEY/ HF

c) C)AL-T.AX: MLW )EL-X"C

d MK IY LA YHWH XF+F) FH

e) C50:15 HFRIY(W (FLEY/ HF SFBI YB
M ght be quote f, and next three clauses m ght be the
quote--but is RW ever used of intelligible discourse, or just
of a shout? Ps. 66:1-3 is the closest | can find.

f) D NFT: NFH YFD/ FH.

g) D NFP: LW {)A$: WY. OTEY/ HF} [)F$: YONMEY/ HF]

h) D NEHER SW XOWOWEY/ HF

i) MK 1Y N Q MT Y: HWFH H Y)

j C HN FQ MW B/ FH

k) C K A): A$ER (F& TFH (: A&W - L/ FH.
C50:16 KIRTW ZONR'(A M/B.FBEL W/ TOP"& MAG FL B.:/("T

Q~Cl YR

m D (or © M/P.:N'Y XEREB HA/ Y. OANFH ) 1 Y$ ) EL- (AM / OW YI P: NW
W/)IY$ L:/)AR C OV YFNUSW S

5. 17-20, integrated statenent: result p: Because |srael was abused,
the Lord will punish Babylon and restore |srael.
a) text: Israel is a tormented sheep
1) 50:17 &EH P:ZWRFH Yl & RF)"L
2) ): ARFYOM HI D. 1 YXW HF/ Rl)$OMN
3) ):AKFL/ OW MELEK: ) A$. WR
4) W/ ZEH HF/) AX: AROMNN (I C. : M OWN BW KAD: RE) C. AR MELEK:
B. FBEL S
b) 18-20 result: 50:18 LF/ K'N K O+4+)FVMAR Y: HWFH C: BF) OAT
): ELOH'Y Yl & RF) "L
1) HN:NY POQ' D )EL- MELEK: B. FBEL W /) EL-) AR C/ ON K. A/) : ASER
P. FQAD: T. | Y ) EL- MELEK: ) A$. WR
2) 50:19 W/S$OBAB: T.1Y )ET-VYI & RF)"L )EL-NFW HW
3) W/ RF(FH HA/ K. AR MEL W / HA/ B. F$FN
4) W/B:/HAR )EP: RAYIM W/HA/ G I L: (FD T.1 & B. A( NAP: $/ OW
5) tenporal reason p
a> tine: 50:20 B.AYFMYMHFHMW/BF ("T HAV HY)
N: ) UM Y: HWFH
b> text:
1> Y: BUQ A$ ) ET- (: AWDN YI & RF) "L
2> W /)" YNEN. W
3> W/)ET- XA+. O T Y: HW DFH
4> W/ LO TI M FCE) YNFH
c> reason: K 1Y )ES: LAX LA/): ASER )A$: )1 YR

B. 21-32, ABC- D ABAC. Deenphasi zes Babyl on's opposition to Israel, and
f ocuses on her pride against the Lord and his agency in opposing
her. Center, 25, God is the ultinate agent in judgi ng Babyl on. (No
description of her sin)

See next study.

C. 33-46, ABCBA Now the central focus is on Babylon's idolatry, 38-40,
everl asting desol ati on because of her idolatry. (None of God's
agency in center)

See next study.



D. ch. 51, X ABCBA X. Between summary oracles (X), both introduced by
"Thus saith the Lord," the Lord conducts extensive conversati ons
with the refugees (A), and directly addresses the attacker (B) and
Babyl on (C, 25-26).

See next study.

Part 11, 51:59-63a: The Delivery Mechanism quote p
See next study.

Col ophon, 51:63b
(AD-H'NFH D.IB:R'Y YIR M YFHW S
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