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Overvi ew

1. Maj or break between 28-29:

a) 29-47 is nostly reworked quotations from | sai ah and Nunbers;
1-28 is alnpst entirely original (though the two hal ves do
trade i mages back and forth)

b) The structure of 1-28 is symmetric, while that of 29-47 is
syntactic (dialog between Jer and the Lord).

2. 29-47 is an interchange between Jer and the Lord; the breaks are
NOT concurrent with the shifts between original nmaterial and
quotations. That is, sonmetines Jer takes into his own nouth the
words of |saiah. The basic i nterchange outlines the sane ngj or
el ements of judgnent that we saw for Judah in ch. 2-13:

a) Sinin ch. 2 (the rib)
b) Judgnent added in 3-6
c) Supplenented with nourning in 7-10
d) Pronises of restoration added in 11-13
So her e,
a) Sin
29 Jer: Moab is a proud nation.
30 The Lord: Yes, but it's all bluff.
b) Judgnent and Mourning, mngled in one section.
3la Jer nourns over the victinm 31 (AL-K "N ..
31b-35 The Lord proclains that Moab will nopurn, because of the
comni ng j udgnent.
c) Sin, Destruction, and Restoration
36ab Jer nmourns the fall of Mab 36 (AL-K "N ..
36c-47 The Lord: They will be destroyed, but then restored.

A. 29-30, The Sin of Modab
The novenent fromJder to the Lord is seen in the shift from"we" to
"I." Note also the increase in certainty: "W have heard,” but "I
know' (with enphasis on "I1").

Application: Here is the answer to Ps. 73:10,11. God knows who the
evil are and how wi cked they are. Sonetines when we are in the nidst
of suffering, we are tenpted to think that God is ignorant of our
plight, but he understands it far better than we do.

B. 31-35, Judgnent and Mour ni ng
Jer's response to this announcenent is to nourn, whereupon the Lord
announces that a lot nore people will be nourning before it's over,
because of the coning judgnent.

1. 31a, Jer nourns over the victins. Note
a) the reason for his nmourning. "Therefore" |Iooks back to v. 30.
He knows what the inplications of God's know edge are.
b) the enphasis of his nmourning. "Mdab" is in the enphatic
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pre-verb position in each cl ause.

c) the fact of his nmourning. Early in his career Jer weeps for
his own rejection, but that weeping stops with ch. 20. He
continues to weep for his people and the judgnent that is
conming on them we can understand that, and m ght be tenpted
to rationalize it by saying that to sone extent he shares in
their sorrows. But here he weeps for the judgnent yet to cone
on their enenies!

Application: Jer's weeping for Mdab shows us the attitude that
we shoul d have toward the |l ost: a sense of conpassion for them
as fellowhumans. It is true that God's elective love is

f ocused on his chosen ones; it is also true that we are to
show conpassion for all people, without first inquiring

whet her or not they are elect. The difference is that between
a sovereign God and nortal, suffering people. The two cone
together in our Lord Jesus, who showed conpassion on all nmen
even as he specifically bore the sins of his elect.

NB: The sin for which Mdab is rebuked t hroughout this chapter
is not her mistreatnent of I|Israel, but her failure to trust in
the Lord: 48:7, 26, 42. Is this why Jer can weep for her, but
not for Egypt or Philistia? Watch this issue as we go through
t he oracl es agai nst the nations.

The Lord's response consists of two paragraphs, each presenting
t he mourni ng of Moab and then explaining it as the result of
judgnment. Note in both explanations the phrase, "I will cause to
fail/cease" (sanme word in Hebrew).

31b-33, The Lord explains that Moab will nourn because of
agricul tural coll apse.

a) W hear the nourning of the nation in 31b-32. The last verb in
v.31 is singular; AV interprets it of Jer's heart, but it is
better understood as a collective, describing the nourning of
t he people of Moab. The Lord is saying, "Yes, Jer, there wll
be nourning--Mab will nmourn.” He then goes on to give their
mour ni ng, which is focused on the comi ng agricultural coll apse
in the face of invasion. Their vineyards had been renowned

afar; now they will be destroyed.
b) In v.33, the Lord announces that he is the one who will cause
the wine to fail, and with it the joy of harvest.

34-35, The Lord repeats the prediction of nmourning in the face of
j udgment .

a) The cry will extend throughout the entire | and. Heshbon and
El ealeh are in the north, Jahaz in the central tableland, and
Zoar and Horonai m at the sout hern border.

b) Reason: even the faithful springs will dry up. As a result,
there will be nothing left to offer to the pagan gods.
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C. 36-47, Sin, Judgnent, Mourning, and Restoration
Now all the strains of the nessage cone together.

1

36ab Upon hearing this judgnent, Jer nourns the fall of Mbab. He
conti nues to enphasi ze the recipients of judgnent, but now even
over that enphasi zes his heart, the instrunent of nourning. He is
personally involved in the well being of the Mabites! OCh, that
the Lord would give us such a heart of conpassion for the | ost
fol k around us.

The Lord's response again has two parts. This tine the first

conti nues the thene of judgnent and nmourning, in a chiasmwth
Mbab's proud sin at the focal center. The second part recaps the
judgnent to fall, but then surprisingly turns to the pronise of a
conming restoration for the nation.

36c-45, The Lord gives the reasons for Mab's i nproveri shnent.
The end of 36 really belongs to 37: "Therefore [not 'because']
the riches ['abundance'] that he has gotten are perished: that is
[not 'for'], " There follow five paragraphs, each giving a
descri pti on of sone aspect of the inpoverishnent that will cone
on Mbab, and descri bing the reason for it.

Based on the reasons given for Mab's suffering, the five
par agr aphs are ordered AB C AB, where

a) A = disaster resulting fromthe Lord's interventi on;
b) B = disaster resulting fromthe eneny's invasion;
c) C = disaster because the people have glorified thensel ves

agai nst the Lord (cf. v.30).
B gives the i nmedi ate cause, A the divine influence that |ies
behind it, and C the ultinmate reason for the disaster. The
speci es of psychol ogi cal pain described in A and B al so correl ate
in the sane pattern: fear and nourning in A; shane and
frustration in B.

Now t he five paragraphs:
a) 37-38, The peopl e nourn because the Lord has broken Moab.

1) The di saster is described as psychol ogical. 37 descri bes
the traditional (largely pagan) signs of nourning (cf.
47:5), sunmarized i n 38a.

2) 38b gives the reason for the disaster: The Lord hinself has
shattered the nation |li ke a vessel that brings himno
pl easure.

a> Recall the lesson of ch. 18-19 fromthe potter. Wile

clay is still soft, there is tinme to change, but once it
hardens, only judgnent remains. True for Mab as nuch as
f or Judah.

b> The wording also recalls the pottery inage in 2 Tim
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b)

d)

2:20,21; Rom 9. I|Isaiah also uses this inmage (45:9).
c> What in particular is the point of the i mage?

1> God is our creator. He is the potter; we are only
clay, "dust of the earth", Gen. 2:7.

2> W are formed for his pleasure, not soneone's el se,
and certai nly not our own.

3> 1If we do not please him it is entirely appropriate
for himto destroy us.

39-40, The nation is broken (better, dismayed) and ashaned
because the i nvader has cone.

Agai n, the enphasis is on psychic pain.

An i nvader who cones like a swift bird of prey was one of the
curses promsed to Israel if they di sobeyed the covenant

(Deut. 28:49), and Jer has already reported the com ng of Neb
agai nst Judah in terns of this nmetaphor (4:13). Now we see the
same curse directed agai nst ©Moab.

41-42, Destruction and suffering have cone because they have
magni fi ed t hensel ves against the Lord. This is the centra
par agraph of the chiasm

The description of the judgnent differs fromthose on either
side by including material |oss as well as psychic pain.

The reason for the judgnent goes deepest to the heart of the
matter: Moab's sin of pride. This is why the Lord must judge
her (first and fourth paragraphs) by means of human arm es
(second and fifth). Thus the focus falls on the sin with which
t he i nterchange began in 29-30, the unseemy pride of Mbab.
The wordi ng here was al so seen in v.26, and the mani festation
of pride, trusting in their own works and treasures, |ed off
in v.7.

Application: Beware the fundanental sin, that of unbelief.

43-44, Terror will cone upon the Moabites, because the Lord
will visit them

The judgnent in this verse is a word-play in Hebrew "fear" is
paxad, "the pit" (used to trap large animals) is paxat, and
"the snare" (a trap for snall animals) is pax. Mbab will be

hunted down like a wild aninal, and though she nay escape the
first danger or the second, she cannot evade all three.

The expl anation returns us once again to the Lord' s agency, as
in v.38.



e) 45, Those who trust in Heshbon are wi thout strength, because
the city will burn up.

Better translation of 45: "They that fled stand wi thout
strength under the shadow of Heshbon." They cone fromthe
villages to the great city where they hope to find defense,
but when they get there they are "w thout strength" because
the eneny is already within the city.

"From the nmidst of Sihon:" Heshbon was one of the Mdabite
cities captured by Sihon, and |l ater inhabited by Reuben and
Gad. Though the Mabites regained it by the end of the Divided
Ki ngdom the nention of Sihon here calls up visions of the
eneny confortably ensconced within one's own fortress. In
fact, the reason here is from Num 21:28, where it is part of
an anci ent song dating back to before the tine of Mbses.

f) Application: Looking back over these five paragraphs, we see
two | essons.

1) The i npoveri shnent of Mbab has two fornms. There is physica
l oss (4l1a), but nost of the enphasis is the psychic |oss,
t he nourni ng, shame, and sorrow that they nust bear. And in
fact, that is the real suffering. Those who do not | ove
this present world, who can use material things wthout
Il oving them do not suffer when they are taken away. The
suffering that comes fromloss of wealth really results
fromthe ungodly | ove we have for such things.

2) The reason for this judgnent is ultimately their failure to
trust in the Lord. Thus he judges them by the hand of
human armes. It is inportant to keep in nind these
successi ve | ayers of cause, and avoid fall aci ous
"ei ther-or" questions.

3. 46-47, Prom se of Restoration after captivity.

Verse 46 continues the quotation from Num 21, describing how the

people will be taken captive. In Num the captivity was to Si hon.
Now it will be to a much greater foe. And then, just as Si hon
fell to Israel, so the Lord hinself will restore the fortunes of

Moab at the end of the days.

NB: Only four of the nine countries discussed in these oracles
are promni sed restoration: Egypt, Mab, Anmpbn, and the Arabian
ki ngdons of Qedar and Hazor, who are treated in a single oracle.

D. Summary
Thi s i nterchange between Jer and the Lord cautions us not to be too
parochial in our vision for the gospel. The dynam c of sin,
j udgnment, repentance, and restoration is not just for Israel (ch.
2-13), but for "foreigners" as well. It is all too easy to box
Christianity into our own culture, but our Lord has commanded us to
take it to the ends of the earth. And as we go, we should be narked
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with the conpassion of Jer for the | ost.
Hymm: Passion for Souls; sone mssionary hym.

Anal ysi s
Here the cl auses are grouped according to the interchange in Jer;
prefi xes show source if not Jer.

A. 29 Jer: Mab is a proud nation.
(1sa) 29 S$FMA(:NW G )ONW MOWFB G ")EH M)OD G FB: H OW
W/G)OW ONW/ GA) : AWFT/ OW W / RUM LI B. / OV

B. 30 The Lord: Yes, but it's all bluff.
1. (1sa) 30 ):ANIY YFDA(:T.1Y N ) UM Y: HAFH ( EB: RFT/ OW
2. (Ilsa) W/LO-K'N
3. (1sa) B.AD. FY/WLO -K"N (F&W

C. 3l1a Jer nourns over the victine 31 (AL-K "N ...
In each of these, the OBJECT of the nourning is thematici zed.
1. (lsa) (AL-MOWFB ):AY"LIYL
2. (lsa) W/L:/MOWFB K. UL.CH )EZ: (FQ

D. 31b-35 The Lord proclainms that Moab will nourn, because of the
com ng judgnent. Two parallel reason paragraphs.

1. reason p
a) text: quote p
1) quote f: (lsa) )EL-)AN $"Y Q YR XERE& YEH: G EH
2) quote: anpl p
a> text: (lsa) 32 M/B.:K Y YA(: Z'R )EB: K. EH L. / FK:
HA/ G EPEN &l B: MFH
b> anpl: contrast
1> Thesis: you were exceedingly fruitful
a: (lsa) N+l Y$OTAY/ I K: (FB: RW YFM
b: (Isa) (AD YFM YA(: Z"R NFGF(W
2> Antithesis: (lsa) (AL-Q YT "K: W/ (AL-B.:C YR "K:
$OD' D NFPFL
b) reason
1) (lsa) 33 W/NE)ES: PFH & M XFH WF/ d YL M/ K. AR MEL
W/ M'/) EREC MOW FB
2) (Ilsa) W/YAYIN M/YQFBI YM HI $: B. AT. | Y
3) (1sa) LO-YID ROK: H'YDFD
4) (lsa) H'YDFD LO H'YDFD

2. reason p
a) text: (lsa) 34
NFT: N\W  QOW/ FM
b) reason: K1Y ...
1) (Isa) G AMM I
2) 35 W/H $:B. AT. |
W/ MAQ +l YR L"/)L

M/ Z. A(: AQAT XE$: B. OAWN (AD-)EL: (FL"H ( AD- YAHAC
M/ C. O( AR ( AD- XORONAYI M ( EG LAT $: LI $I Y. FH
Y NIM Rl YM LI/ M $AM ONT Y1 H: YW

Y L:/MOWFEB N: ) UM Y: HWEH MA(: ALEH BFMFH
OHFY/ W

E. 36ab Jer nourns the fall of Mab 36 (AL-K "N ...
Now t he | NSTRUMENT of nourning is thematicized.
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1. (Isa) LIB./IY L:/MOWFB K A/ X ALI LI YM YEH: EMEH
2. (Ilsa) W/LIB./1Y )EL-)AN $"Y Q YR XERE& K. A/ X: ALI YLI YM YEH: EMEH

F. 36¢c-47 The Lord: They will be destroyed, but then restored.

1. 36c¢c-45, Reason p: destruction
a) Text: (lsa) (AL-K "N YIT: RAT (F&FH ) FBFDW
b) Reason: 5-fold reason par. 37 K1Y ..
Based on the reasons given for Mab's suffering, the five
par agr aphs are ordered AB C AB, where

1) A = disaster resulting fromthe Lord's intervention;
2) B = disaster resulting fromthe eneny's invasion;
3) C = disaster because the people have glorified thensel ves

agai nst the Lord (cf. v.30).
B gives the i nmedi ate cause, A the divine influence that |ies
behind it, and C the ultinmate reason for the disaster.
Now t he par agr aphs:

1) (Isa) 37-38, Reason p (1st person): The people nmourn KY the
Lord has broken Mbab.
a> Text: Sunmmary p
1> Detail: coordinate p
a: (lsa) KFL-RO $ QFR XFH
b: (Isa) W/KFL-ZFQFN G : RU(FH
c: (lsa) (AL K FL-YFDAYI M G : DUDOT
d: (1sa) W/ (AL-MT: NAYI M &FQ
2> Summary: (lsa) 38 (AL K FL-G AG OM MOW FB
W /Bl /R XOBOTEY/ HF K. UL.OH M S: P. "D
b> Reason: (lsa) K IY-$FBAR T.1Y )ET-MOWFB K. I/K: LIY
)" YN- X"PEC B./ OWN N: ) UM Y: HAFH

2) (Jer) 39-40, Reason p (Thus Says Lord): The nation is
br oken and ashaned KY the i nvader has cone.
a> Text

1> 39 )"YK XAT.FH
2> H'YLI YLW
3> )"YK: H P: NFH (OREP MOW FB B. O\
4> W/ HFYFH MOW FB LI/ & XOQ W/ LI/ M XIT. FH
L: / KFL-S: Bl YBFY/ W S
b> 40-42 Reason
40 K. IY-KOH )FMAR Y: HAFH
1> HN "H KA/ N. ESER YI D: ) EH
2> W/ PFRA& K. : NFPFY/ W) EL- MOW FB

3) (Jer) 41-42, Reason p (3rd person): Destruction and
suffering have cone KY they have magni fi ed thensel ves
agai nst the Lord.
a> Text

1> 41 N L:K :DFH HA/ Q : Rl Y. OAM
2> W/HA/ M : CFDOWM NI T: P. F&FH
3> W/HFYFH L"B G I B.OARR'Y MON FB B. A/ Y. OAM HA/ HW )
K:/L"B)I$. FH M C'RFH
4> 42 W/ N $: MAD MON FB M'/ ( FM
b> Reason: K IY (AL-Y: HWH H G D. | YL

7



4) (lsa) 43-44, Reason p (1lst person): Terror will come upon
the Mbabites, KY the Lord will visit them
a> 43-44a, Text: Anmpl p
1> Text: (lsa) 43 P. AXAD W/ PAXAT WF/ PFX ( FLEY/ KF
YON" B MOW FB N: ) UM Y: HWFH
2> Ampl :
a: (lsa) 44 {HANI1YS} [HA/N FS] M/ P.: N'Y HA P. AXAD
Yl P. CL ) EL- HA/ P. AXAT
b: (Isa) W/HF (OLEH M N HA/ P. AXAT YI L. FK'D B. A/ P. FX
b> Reason: K. IY-)FBlIY) )"LEY/ HF ) EL- MOW FB $: NAT
P.: QUD. FT/ FM N: ) UM Y: HWFH

5) (Jer + Num) 45, Reason p (3rd person): Those who trust in
Heshbon are wi thout strength, KY the city will burn up.
a> Text: 45 B.:/C'L XE$:B.OMN (FM DW M /K. OXA NFSI YM
b> Reason

1> (Num) K 1Y-)"$ YFCF) M/ XE$: B. ON
W/ LEHFBFH M/ B. " YN SI YXOWN

2> (Num) WA/ T. O KAL P.:)AT MOW FB
W/ QFD: QOD B.: N'Y $F) OM\N

2. 46-47, Prom se of Restoration after captivity. Contrast p
By posing this as contrast paragraph, get transition from
previ ous secti on.
a) Thesis: Anpl. p
1) Text:
a> (Num) 46 )OW-L/: KF MOW FB
b> (Nunm) ) FBAD ( AM K. : MONS
2) Anpl. (Num) K IY-LUQ : XW BFNEY/ KF B. A/ $. EBI Y W/ B: NOTEY/ KF
B.A/$. | B: YFH
b) Antithesis
1) 47 W/$AB:T. 1Y $ BWT-MONFB B.:/)AX ARl YT HA Y. FM YM
N: ) UMk Y: HWFH

G (ADH'N.FH M$:P. A+ MONFB S



