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A. Overview of the Book so Far

ch. 1: Jerem ah's cal

ch. 2: God's rib against Judah; fornal conplaint. Her idolatry and
alliances with other nations, turning fromthe Lord.

ch. 3-6: The Coni ng Judgnent.
a) 3:6-10, Everyone can see how Judah fails to learn from |l srael.
b) 3:11-4:2, Recollection of God's dealings with |srael.

c) 4:3-6:30, consequences on "nmen of Judah and Jerusal ent (4:3) for
failing to heed Israel's exanple.

Zoomin on 3:11-4:2. God is sharing with Jereniah his private

t hought s about his past dealings with Israel, the northern ki ngdom
11b is the thene point, the conclusion of the | ast paragraph and
the point of this detail ed exposition of how God has dealt with

| srael . The history has three parts:

a) God's offer to Israel of salvation, 3:12-18

b) His own desire for their return, and their rebellion, 3:19-20
c) His persistent engagenent with them 3:21-4:2

d) Note the continued play on the two neani ngs of "turn" in 3:12,

14; 4:1. Israel has turned away fromthe Lord; he desires her tc
repent and turn back to him

B. 3:12-18, God offers |Israel salvation.
God sends Jereni ah (v.12) as his nmessenger toward the NORTH, that is,
t he ki ngdom of Israel. The form of the nessage is a conmand fol |l owed
by a promse: "Do this, and then | will do that." The command is
phrased in the second person; the pronise (except for an opening
transition), in the third person. Note what God requires of them and
what he promses in return
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12-15: The conmand: built around three inperatives, in 12b
("return"), 13 ("acknow edge"), 14 ("turn," sane verb as in 12).
Thus it is chiastic, the center section describing what is invol ved
in turning to the Lord. The outer sections also begin to hint at
the prom ses to be unfolded nore fully in the next section.
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To sinplify the presentation, we will consider first the three
commands, then the contained within them and finally nove on to
the nain prom se section.

Application: Note that these pronises are not expressed as

conditions: "If you turn, | will bless you." That is a true
statenent, and we will find instances of it in the book (cf. 4:2).
But the point here is nmuch stronger: "Here are nmy graci ous plans

toward you. Therefore turn.” (Note the kiy in v.14.) Cod's

bl essi ngs here are the MOTI VE for their obedi ence, not the RESULT.
Such are God's gracious dealings with us. W cone to him as
recipients of a gift already given, not mani pulators trying to
change his nmind. The initiative is his, not ours.

a) The commands

1) Summarized in 12 and 14. Both passages play on the double
nmeani ng of "turn," as brought to a head in 4:1. They have
turned fromthe Lord; now turn back to him

2) Explained in 13: "Acknow edge your iniquity." Literally,

"know." The blindness that Satan inposes on us (2 Cor. 4)

extends to seeing our own faults. W need a prophet |ike
Jerem ah to point out where we are rebelling agai nst the
Lord, and then we need to be willing to see the truth about

ourselves. The truth about Israel is in turn expressed as a
chiasm the outer nenbers stating that they have sinned, and
t he center one enphasi zing what the sin is.

a> "It is against the Lord thy God that thou hast
transgressed. " Hebrew order puts the enphasis on the Lord.
Renenber: in the Bible, one may sin before nen, but only
agai nst God (cf. Luke 15:18), since God is the one who
makes the laws. Sinilarly, at the end, "Ye have not obeyed
my voice" (plural through attraction to the foll ow ng
verse).

b> "Scattered thy ways." Cf. 2:23 "entw ning her ways," 3:21
"perverted their way." Cf. Matt. 7:13,14. CQur "way," the
course of our life, is of prine inportance to the Lord.

IllTus: W enjoy hiking, and rely heavily on our nmaps to
keep us fromgetting lost. The only difference between
hi ki ng and wandering is having a sense of direction.

I srael has wandered fromthe path, and is | ost. She has
done this by followi ng after "strangers." This refers
first of all to strange gods, and then to strange | overs.

2



In the OI, the "strange wonan" is the one you're not
married to. Israel's immorality is in the fore here.

3) Application: Here is the true sense of "confession," to "say
wi th" God what he says about our sin. Cf. 1 John 1:9. The
first step is not to weep and wail, but to judge oursel ves;
to see our sin as God sees it.

b) The promises. 3:12 tells what God won't do, and why, while 14-1E
tells what he will do and why.

1) 3:12, the negative.

a> Wat:
1> His anger won't fall on them
2> He won't hold it against them forever.

b> This is conpletely unexpected. In 3:5, he nocked their
presumption in thinking that his anger would go away, and
yet persisting in their sin.

c> The reason: "for | amnerciful,” K 1Y-XFSIYD ):AN Y. That
is, | keep covenant. It is not for their sakes that his
anger will pass, but for the sake of his covenant with
them Cf. Heb. 6: his oath and covenant. |In this case, the
covenant is that with Abraham |saac, and Jacob, to give
them the | and of Canaan for an everl asting inheritance,
Gen. 13: 14, 15ff. Especially relevant in these prom ses, in
atinmn of exile! They will cone back.

2) 3:14-15, the positive.
a> The reason: "I amnmarried to you.
break or dissolve this union.
b> What he will do:
1> Gather them one or two at a tine. This has been the
pattern of Israel's restoration during the church age.
Not in nmass, but a few here and there.
2> Bring themagain to Zion, restoring their captivity.
3> G ve them good shepherds, in contrast with those who
m sl ed them 2:8, 26.

Not hi ng they do can

3) Application: The notive in both cases rests in God's
character, not in us. He is faithful to his covenant; he is
married to his people. It's not their goodness that nerits
his favor, but his own conmmtnent to themthat | eads himto
bl ess them Their part is to respond to his authority.

16-18: The pronise al so has three conmponents, each enphasi zi ng the
future time, with a phrase like "in those days" (16,18) or "at that

time" (17). The three pronises are that the tenple cult will end,
Gentiles will be brought to salvation, and |Israel and Judah wi |l be
reuni t ed.

a) 16, their fornmer nmgical trust in the ark of the covenant

and the tenple will end. Cf. the abuse as early as 1 Sam
4:4. They will not talk about it, think about it, miss it,
or even try to nmake another one! Their trust will be in the
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Lord, not in a thing.

Application: Beware a "magical" view of Christianity. The
Bible is not a good-luck charm 1t is our relationship with
the Lord Jesus, not our creed or prayer book, that brings us
bl essi ng.

b) 17, Gentile conversion. Instead of the ark, Jerusalemw || be
called God's throne, and as a result all the gentiles wll
gather there for worship. Sone interpret this of the
gathering of gentiles in the church, but that, according to
Paul in Eph. 3, was a nystery, revealed first to him This is
a different order, with Gentiles under Israel in the
nmessi ani ¢ ki ngdom

c) 18, Israel and Judah reunited. The two will once again form
a single nation, in the land of their ancient heritage.

3. Application: Renenber that God's bl essings are presented
here as the MOTIVES for turning, not as RESULTS. W do not
mani pul ate God. He has already antici pated us with bl essings
beyond what we could ask or think, and our joy is to respond
to him

C. 3:19-20, God's purposes contrast with Israel's rebellion.
1. thesis: coordinate p
a) item1l: quote p
1) quote formula: 19 W/)FNOKIY YFMAR T. 1Y
2) quote: coordinate p
a>item1l: )"YK ):A$IYT/"K B.A B. FN YM
b> item2: W/)ET. EN-L/ FK: ) EREC XEM D. FH NAX: ALAT
CBlY CIB:)OM G OANVlI M
b) item?2: quote p
1) quote formul a: W/) OVAR
2) quote: negated antonym paraphrase p
a> )FB/1IY *T.IQR)IWL/IY!' **T.IQR)IY-L/1Y
b> W/ M/)AX ARAY LO *TF$W BW **TF$W Bl'Y
2. antithesis: manner p
a) nanner: 20 )FK'N B.FG DFH )1$. FH M/ R'(FH.
b) text: K"NB.:GAD:T.EMB./1Y B."YT YI& RF)"L N )UMY: HW\FH

D. 3:21-4:2, God continues to woo | srael.
This section is structured like a little drama. Ends in
suspense: we do not know what the outconme will be.
1. Lead-in: reason p
a) text: 21 QOWL (AL-$: PFYI YM NI $: MF( B.: KI'Y TAX: ANW N'Y
B.:N'Y Yl & RF)"L
b) reason: paraphrase p
1) item1: KIY HE(: EWW )ET-D. AR K./ FM
2) item2: $FK: XW ) ET-Y: HOANFH ): ELOH'Y/ HEM
2. initiation utterance: conmrand-pronise p
a) command: 22 $W BW B. FNI YM $OABFBI YM
b) prom se: )ER P. FH M $W BOT" Y/ KEM
3. cu: reason p
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a)

b)

Cu:

b)

text: reason p
1) text: HN:NW )FT/FNW L/ FK:
2) reason: K. 1Y )AT.FH Y: HOANFH ) : ELOH" Y/ NW
reason: anpl. p
1) text: contrast p
a> Antithesis: 23 )FK'N LA/ $. EQCER M/ G : BF(OM HFMOWN
HFRI YM
b> Thesis: )FK'N B. A/ YHOWFH ): ELOH'Y/ NW T.: $W ( AT
Yl & RF)"L
2) anpl: Reason p
a> text: summary p
1> text: 24 W/HA/ B. O3ET )FK: LFH )ET-Y: d Y(A
): ABOM"Y/ NW M/N :(WR'Y NW )ET-CO N FM
W /)ET-B.: QFR FM ) ET- B. : N'Y/ HEM
W /) ET- B. : NOM™ Y/ HEM
2> sumary: parallel p
a: iteml1l: 25 NI $: K :BFH B.:/BF$: T./"NW
b: item2: W/T:KAS./"NW K. :LIMFT/"NW
b> reason: negated antonym p
1> text: K. 1Y LA/ YHWFH ): ELOH'Y/ NW XF+F) NW
)t ANAX: NW WA/ : ABOM™ Y/ NW M/ N. @ (W R"Y/ NW
W/ (AD- HA Y. O\WM HA/ Z. EH
2> paraphrase: W/LO $FMA(: NW B.:/QON Y: HOANFH
): ELOH'Y/ NW S
comrand- proni se p
command: conditional p--At the end of the section, this
builds on the contrast in the two neani ngs of $WB al ready
seen in vv. 12 and 14 at the start.
1) if: 4:1 )IMT.F$WB Yl & RF)"L N )UM Y: HWH
2) then: )"L/AY T.F$WB
promni se: conditional p
1) if: W/)IMT.FSI YR $l Q W CEY/ KF M/ P. FN AY
2) then: coordinate p
a> item 1: paraphrase par
1> neg ant par: W/LO TFNWD
2> 2 W/N $:B.A(:T.F
a: XAY-Y:HWH B.E/): EMET B.: /M $: P. F+
W : Bl / C. DFQFH
b> item 2: coordinate p
1> item1l: W/H T:B. FR KW B/ ON G OANYI M
2> item?2: W/B/ ONYIT: HAL. FLW S



