Jer. 30:1-11, Introduction to the Book of Consol ati on
August 3-9, 1990
H. Van Dyke Par unak

Over vi ew

1. Place of this section in the book.
This is the center of the book:

a) Oracles, 2-25. Judgnent on Judah.

b) Bi ographical, 26-29. Jeremah's relations with the Priests
c) Oracles, 30-33. Prom se of Restoration; New Covenant.

d) Bi ographical, 34-45. Jerem ah's relations with the King.

e) Oracles, 46-51. Oracles against the Nations.

My earlier handouts show only 30-31 here, since they are poetry

and 32-33 are prose, but |'ve found that the prose section echoes

the poetry section very closely, so it is better included with
the central oracles.

2. Overall structure of this section (30-33)
a) 30:1-3 appears to be a heading to the entire section.

b) 30-31 are poetry; 32-33 are prose. Each has two parts; the
vi sion break at 31:26, and the strong |IF at 33: 1.

c) Four strong thenes are repeated throughout this section.
1) Reiteration of the land's sin and the agony of suffering
i nposed on the people for it.
2) Restoration of the society and its rel ations.
3) Focus on a new covenant between God and | srael.
4) Prom ses grounded in the order of creation.

d) Here is how these features are distributed in the four
sections of the book of consol ati on.

30- 31a 31b 32 33
1) Sin X X
2) Restoration X X
3) Covenant X X
4) Creation X X

If we add the poetry-prose distinction as uniting the two
hal ves of each section, we get a conplete graph. These
patterns of repetition integrate the entire section.

3. Now focus in on 30:4-31: 25.

The I F' s show t he basi c paragraphs, as at 30:5, 12, 18. "saith
the Lord" at the end of a sentence doesn't count.

A series of oracles, in four groups; the first and third incl ude
both suffering and restoration; the second and forth are purely
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restoration. 30:4 sets the surprising tone for this section,
enphasi zed nore and nore as the oracles unfold: the northern
ki ngdomis included in this restoration. No one woul d suspect
such a prospect for the rebellious north, but just as they | ed

Judah in sin, so they will share with her in restoration.
a) Ref. Suf fering? Restoration? North? South?

b) 30:5-31:1 Y Y ? Zi on

c) 31:2-14 N Y Y Zi on

d) 31:15-22 Y Y Y N

e) 31:23-25 N Y N Y

Theol ogi cal significance: This is probably the single nopbst

i nportant passage in the Bible for determ ning one's
eschat ol ogi cal position. It predicts that God will bring Israe
back to her land, to |live there forever under a new covenant.
Thus it is foundational to the nmillennial perspective. Recall the
three options for the restorati on passages:

a) Reference to Zerubbabel --but this restoration is to be
forever, not just until 132 AD.

b) Spiritual reference to the church--but this conpletely nisses
t he enphasis on the |land, which is central to Jerem ah's whol e
poi nt .

c) The final option is that God will one day restore the nation
toits land, in belief and obedi ence. This has al ways been the
Jewi sh expectation. Furthernore, it was the donmi nant Christian
teaching during the first three centuries. Only after the
so-cal |l ed "conversi on" of Constantine, when the church felt
that it at last had its tenporal power on earth, did
anmi | |l enni al i sm beconme dom nant, through the influence of
August i ne.

A. Introduction to the book, 30:1-3

1

The command to wite in a book; inmportance of preserving this.
Why is this information singled out?

v.3 gives the reason: God is going to reverse his forner
judgnents, by bringing them back to the | and. Because this wll
happen a ways down the road, he wants the record preserved so
that, when it happens, people will recognize it as the hand of
CGCod and not just political happenstance.

a) The phrase "bring again [or '"turn'] the captivity" is a connobn
OTr phrase, nobst common (7x) here in Jer. 30-33, referring not
just to the end of captivity but to the reversal of any divine
j udgnent .

NOTES:
1) Found only in restoration sections, not covenant sections,
except for the very end of 32:44.
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2) Gin 30-31, Cin 32-33, with K/Quncertainty in 33:26.

b) Specifically, he will bring them back to their | and and give
it back to them Note the enphasis on the land! It is central;
the other bl essings are secondary. To apply this to God's
bl essi ngs on the church, which onit the land entirely, is
conpl et el y backwar ds.

c) Application: God's Wrd is sure and certain. He even wants to
wite it down, so that he can be held to it. "The proni ses of
CGCod are yea and anen."

Now we begin a series of three oracles, each including both
Suffering and Restoration, but in a different order: SRRS, then SR
then RSR Each contrasts the judgnent and the restoration with a

di fferent netaphor. 30:4 expressly declares themto refer to both
houses of Israel, but in these three only the south is nentioned
explicitly, and that only obliquely, via the reference to 'Zion' in
30: 17.

B. 30:5-11, Childbirth and Resurrection

1. The netaphor here conpares the suffering of the exile with the
pain of childbirth (v.6), in contrast with the triunph of the

resurrection that God will bring in the future (v.9). Two nodes
of attaining to life, one painful, the other gloriously free of
pai n.

2. Overview of the structure.

a) The oracle is a notivated command: "Do this because of that."

b) The command is in 10a.

c) The word "therefore" with which it begi ns shows that what
cones before is to be understood as a notive for the conmmand;

t hat section descri bes suffering followed with deliverance.

d) The three repetitions of "for" that follow it (the third
rendered "though" in AV v.11l) indicate a followi ng notive; the
first two speak of God's deliverance, but the last of his
nmeasur ed judgnent.

e) Overall structure is thus chiastic:
Suf f eri ng- Rest or ati on- Conmand- Rest orati on- Suffering

3. 5-7. The judgnent is announced in answer to a question.
a) First, the prophet hears a voice of trenbling, a cry of fear.

b) Then he sees nen holding their bellies in agony, w th ashen
faces, as though they were in the pangs of childbirth. A great

mystery.



c) v.7 offers the explanation. It is a (not "the") time of
di stress for Jacob. (Note parallel with birth agonies in 4:31
and 49:24.) Furthernore, it is unique in her experience: "none
is like it."

d) What historical event is in view?

1) Conquest under Babyl on? But was that any worse than what
the northern ki ngdom experi enced under Assyri a?

2) Destruction by Rone in A.D. 70 and 132, when the streets
were lined with crosses?

3) Surely the progrons and the Hol ocaust, in our century,
dwarf both of these events. 6 mllion Jews dead--1 doubt
there VERE six mllion Jews in all in 600 BC. (Present
popul ation of all of Israel is only about 4 mllion.)

4) Further prophetic input hel ps us see when this will be and
what it will be like.

a> Dan. 9:27 foretells a seven-year period ("one week")
during the second half of which (3.5 years) Jerusal em
will be desolated. This is placed AFTER t he com ng of
Messi ah.

b> Matt. 24:14ff gives further tenporal precision; it
refers to Daniel's period AFTER the evangeli zati on of
the entire world, and describes it as an unprecedent ed
"great tribulation."

c> Revel ation picks up the 3.5 year figure (11:2, 3; 12:6,
14; 13:5) and descri bes the com ng sufferings in great
detail .

5) Application: Consider howterrible sinis, that it
justifies such extraordinary suffering as its
consequence--greater even than the hol ocaust. Should we
ever be tenpted to take it likely, let us pray for God to
bring vividly before our eyes the sufferings of Israel, and
then realize that the worst is yet to cone; and then |l et us
worship God for bringing such suffering on his own dear
son, that we might be spared it.

8-9. Deliverance will foll ow
The deli verance is announced in the formof a contrast. The
nation will change rul ers.

a) v.8, they will no |longer serve the Gentiles. The inmagery is
drawn fromthe synbolic yokes and bonds of ch. 27. Note that
this servitude is to be "no nore." That is, once it ends, it
ends forever. Certainly not sonething that was attained in the
restorati on under Zerubbabel .



b) v.9,
t hrough the restored house of David.

they will serve the Lord, whose rule will be nedi at ed

Wo is the David here? |s the reference here to David the

i ndi vidual ? To his house? O to Messi ah? The answer w ||
probably depend on whet her you understand these pronmises to
refer
to a future restoration of |Israel on earth.

to

the Jewi sh restoration, spiritually to the church, or

1) Note first of all that there are two |ines of Davidic
pronise in the OT:

2)

a> a prom sed branch or descendant of Davi d:

b>

1>

2>

3>

4>

2SA 7:12 And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou
shalt sleep with thy fathers, | will set up thy seed
after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels,
and | will establish his kingdom

ISA 11:1 And there shall cone forth a rod out of the
stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his
roots:

JER 23:5 (cf. 33:15) Behold, the days cone, saith
the LORD, that | will raise unto David a righteous
Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shal
execute judgnment and justice in the earth.

cf. also Jer. 33:17, 22, 26 on David's fanmly line in
gener al .

Davi d hi nsel f: besides here, Hosea (about 130 years
before Jer); Ezekiel (contenporary with Jer).

1>

2>

3>

5>

HOS 3:5 Afterward shall the children of |srael
return, and seek the LORD their God, and David their
ki ng; and shall fear the LORD and his goodness in
the latter days.

EZE 34:23 And | will set up one shepherd over them
and he shall feed them even ny servant David; he
shall feed them and he shall be their shepherd.

EZE 34:24 And | the LORD will be their God, and ny
servant David a prince anong them | the LORD have
spoken it.

EZE 37:24 And David ny servant shall be king over
them and they all shall have one shepherd: they
shall also walk in my judgnents, and observe ny
statutes, and do them

EZE 37:25 And they shall dwell in the land that |
have gi ven unto Jacob ny servant, wherein your
fathers have dwelt; and they shall dwell therein,
even they, and their children, and their children's
children for ever: and ny servant David shall be
their prince for ever.

If you believe this is fulfilled in the restoration, you
argue that "David" refers to the davidic house (as in 1
Kings 12:16). That is, these two |lines of pronise nerge.
Then you argue that the focus is on Zerubbabel, governor of
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Judah (Hag. 1:1), whose father, Shealtiel, was a son of
Jeconiah (1 Chron. 3:17, but there Zech in the MI cones
from Shealtiel's brother Pedai ah--1evirate? Cf. NBD under
"Zerub.") BUT Zerubbabel can't even satisfy the "branch”
pr opheci es:

a> As a descendant of Jeconi ah, Zerubbabel is under the
curse of Jer. 22:30, so he CANNOT sit on the throne of
Davi d. (NB: Though Matthew traces a geneal ogy through
this line, it is of Joseph, NOT of our Lord.)

b> Eze. 37:25 says, "ny servant David shall be their
prince for ever." Zerubbabel did not reign for ever, nor
did the commonweal th over which he rul ed persist.

3) If you believe that this promse is to be fulfilled
spiritually to the church, you again have to argue that
"David" refers here to the house of David, nerging the two
I i nes of prophecy, and that the distinguished nenber of the
house of David is the Lord Jesus. Unli ke Zerubbabel, there
is no question that our Lord does fulfill the branch
propheci es. But where is he ever clearly and unanbi guously
call ed "David"?

4) If you believe that God will restore the people of |srae
in belief to the prom sed | and, there's no need to confuse
the two promnises or play ganes with the references to
Davi d.

a> The Lord Jesus, the pronised branch of David, wll be
ki ng over all the earth.

b> Rev. 20:4 teaches that those who participate in the
first resurrection, at the beginning of the m Il ennium
"l'ived and reigned with Christ a thousand years." This
certainly includes David.

c> Then the prophecies of Hosea, Jer, and Ezeki el show that
David's responsibility in the resurrection is
particularly over the nation |srael.

d> NB: C of QMW "raise up”" here = "establish,” not "raise
fromthe dead"? Sane verb used in 2 Sam 7:12 and Jer.
23:5, of the prom sed davi di c descendant. The poi nt of
"resurrection" cones fromthe prom se that a deceased
king will rule, not fromthe verhb.

c) Application: However we understand "David," in these verses we
see the roots of Rom 6. Freedomis only relative; you al ways
serve soneone. Either you are in bondage to sin as |Israel was
to the Gentiles, or you are a slave of God. Cf. the refrain in
Exodus to Pharaoh, "Set ny people free, that they may serve
me.



Recall that this recounting of judgment and deliverance is
intended to notivate the conmand i n 10a.

10a, Command: Do not fear.

The argunent is that the nation should not fear the judgnment to
cone, because deliverance |ies beyond.

| f soneone told ne, "Don't be afraid; you're going to suffer the
nost i ncredible judgnent ever, and then |I'm going to deliver

you." | think | mght still fear. Thanks for the com ng
deliverance, but 1'd still be frightened of the judgnent! But
note that it is the nation, not any individual init, who is
addressed here ("Jacob,"” "lIsrael"). The view of any individual is

different fromthe view of the nation as a whole, here
personified as its founding father. Unli ke the Assyrians or the
Hittites, the nation of Israel will not be discarded on the
rubbi sh heap of history, but will endure as God's special people.

10b-11, Second Modttive: Three "for" phrases, the first two
descri bi ng deliverance, the third the discipline.

a) 10b, their future prosperity after God regathers them

b) 1la, God's presence with them No one will be able to
di sl odge them fromtheir new, favored position.

c) 1l1b, the neasured nature of the comi ng discipline.
For AV "though," Hebrew has K. 1Y. The third aspect
of this notive for not being afraid (10a) is the
know edge of God's control and purpose even in the
di sci pline.

The verse contrasts Israel's discipline with God's dealings
with the other nations. He will extermninate the nations
entirely. His dealings with Israel, by contrast, are
described in three statenents, a positive between two

negati ves. Each has application to us in God's dealings with
us when we sin.

1) He will not make a full end of Israel. The nation wll
endure before him Confirmed in spite of amazing trials,
t hrough hi story.

Application: Even so, the believer will never be swept away
by God's w at h.

2) He will "guide [them] toward the right" (not "correct in
measure," cf. Isa. 28:26). The point is that he has a
purpose in their chastisenent, sonething to teach them This
is the difference between chasti senent and puni shnent:
chasti senent is intended for inprovenent; punishment, to
bring justice and revenge.



Application: This is the point of 1 Cor. 10:13. "A way to
escape" is literally, "an outcone,” which | take to be the
pur pose or issue of the chastisenent.

3) He will not | eave them unpuni shed. Quotation from Exod.
34:6,7, the tension between God's nercy and justice; the
enduring effects of sin, even after forgiveness.

Application: Gl. 6:7,8, God' s harvest law. God is not

nmocked.

7. Application: As a nessage to the people of God as a whol e
and not to any individual, this nessage has application to
the church. W may sonetines fear that the true testinony of
our Lord will vanish fromthe earth, but he has proni sed
that the very gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
When his purging fires have done their work, we shall energe
as pure gol d.

Hym:

Anal ysi s

30:1-3, * quote p: introduction to the book of consol ation

1. quote f:

a) 30:1 HA/D. FBFR ): A3ER HFYFH )EL-YIR M YFHW M'/)"T Y: HAFH
L"/) MOR
b) 30:2 K OH)FMAR Y: HWFH ): ELOH'Y YI & RF)"L L"/) MOR
2. quot e:

a) K:TFB-L/:KF )"T K FL-HA/D. :BFRIYM ): A3SER-D. IB. AR T. 1Y
)" LEY/ KF ) EL- S"PER
b) 30:3 KIYHN"HYFMYMB.F)IYMN:)UMY: H\FH
c) W/SAB: T.IY YET-$:BWT (AM/IY YI & RF)"L W/ YHW DFH ) FMAR
Y: HWFH
d) WA/ H A$I BOTI Y/ M ) EL- HF/ ) FREC ) : ASER- NFTAT. | Y LA/ ) : ABOM/ FM
e) W/YR'SW/HF P

30:4-31:25, * quote p: the prom se of restoration after suffering to
bot h houses of | srael

1

quote f: W/)"L.EH HA/ D.: BFRI YM ) : ASER D. | B. ER Y: HWFH
YEL-Yl & RF)"L W/)EL-Y: HW DFH

quote: let S be suffering, R restoration. A series of oracles, in
four groups; the first and third i nclude both suffering and
restoration; the second and forth are purely restoration. He
sneaks the northern ki ngdomin; no nention of either house in the
first group, north included in the second, then focus on the
north in the third, and on the south in the fourth. No one would
suspect such a prospect for the rebellious north, but just as
they Il ed Judah in sin, so they will share with her in
restoration.

a) 30:5-31:1, SRRS SR RSR



Three cycles of suffering and restoration for Jacob. No
explicit nmention of either house of Israel (except for oblique
reference to Zion in v.17).

1) srrs 30:5-11, quote p: childbirth and resurrection;
suffering; restoration; David (cf. 33:14-26)
a> quote f: 30:5 K |1Y-KOH )FMAR Y: HWH
b> quote: chiastic notivated comuand
1> Motive: deliverance foll ows judgnent.
a: explanation p: Judgnment is coning.
1: text: QOWNL X: ARFDFH $FMF(: NW P. AXAD W/)" YN
$FLOWM
2: explanation: contrast p
A. thesis: awareness quote p: |s everyone
giving birth?
1. aq f: 30:6 $A):ALW-NF) W/R )W
2. aq: evidence p
a) conclusion: )I MYOL"D ZFKFR
b) evi dence:
1) MAD. W (A RF)I YTl Y KFL- G EBER
YFDFY/ W ( AL- X: ALFCFY/ W
K. AY. ONL" DFH
2) W/ NEHEP: KW KFL-P. FNI YM

L: / Y" RFQOWN
B. antithesis: This is a unique tine of

j udgnent .

1. 30:7 HOW

2. K 1Y GF-DOAL HA/ Y. O HA/ HW )

3. M/)AYIN K FMO HW "Where is any like
it?"

4. W/ ("T-CFRFH H Y) L:/YA(: AQOB

5. W/M/M/EN FH YIWF$" (A ... Holl aday
construes as questi on.

b: tenmporal p: Deliverance will follow

1: time: 30:8 W/HFYFH BA/Y. OAM HA/ HW) N: ) UM
Y: HWFH C. BF) O
2: text: contrast p
A. thesis: interpretation p
1. figure:
a) )E$:B.OR (UL./OW M/ (AL CAW F) R/ EKF
b) W/ MOAS: ROMEY/ KF ) : ANAT. "Q
2. interpretation: W/LO -YA(AB: DW - B/ OWN ( OND
ZFRI YM
B. antithesis: 30:9 W/(FB:DW )"T Y: H\WFH
): ELOH'YY HEM W /)"T D. FWD NMAL: K. / FM ) : ASER
) FQ YM L/ FHEM S
2> Conmmand: coordi nate p
a: 30:10 W/)AT.FH )AL-T.IYRF) (AB:D./1Y YA(: AQOB
N: ) UM Y: HONFH
b: W/)AL-T."XAT Yl & RF)"L
3> Mptive: deliverance, after discipline
a: K1Yy Future prosperity
1: HN:NY MO Y(/: AKF M/ RFXONQ
W /) ET- ZAR: (/ : AKF M'/) EREC $I B: YFM
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b)

d)

2)

3)

31:

2: W/ $FB YA(: AQOB
3: W/ SFQA+
4: W/ $A) : ANAN
5. W/)"YN MAX: ARl YD
b: 30:11 K1Y Cod' s presence
DIT./:KF ):ANLY N ) UM Y: HWFH L: / HOWBI Y(/ EKF
c: K1Y : contrast p: neasured discipline
1. thesis: )E(: EREH KFLFH B. :/ KFL- HA/ G OAYl M
) : ASER H: API COWTI Y/ KF $. FM
2: antithesis:
A. )AK: )OTI/:KF LO-)E(: E&EH KFLFH
B. W/YIS. ART.IY KF LAMIS$: P. F+
It is a nistake to conpare this clause (as
al nost all comentators do) with 10: 24,
YAS. . RF"NIY Y:HWH )AK: -B. : /M $: P. F+. The
two use different prepositions, and one is
definite while the other is indefinite. A
better conparison is |Isa. 28: 26,
W/YIS.:RRONVLA M| $: P. F+ ): ELOHFY/ W
YOANR/ EN. W. The definite article suggests a
speci fic body of right know edge (as opposed
to an abstract standard), and L expresses
pur pose or objective, while B expresses
manner. "I will guide you toward the right."
C W/NAQ"H LO ):ANAQ/EK. F P
Citation of Exod. 34:6,7, the tension
bet ween God's nercy and justice; the
enduring effects of sin, even after
f or gi veness.

sr 30:12-17, quote p: wounds and healing (cf. 33:4-9)
Detail in |later study.

rsr 30:18-31:1, quote p: judgnent and rebuilding (33:10-13)
Detail in |ater study.

2-14, Al restoration: the Lord regathers his people. The

northern ki ngdomis expressly included, but the south is not
excluded. Cf. Zion again in 31:6, 12.
Detail in |ater study.

31:15-22, coordinate p, SR SR, the Lord conforts two weepers,
Rachel and Ephraem (N). Full focus on the northern ki ngdom
Detail in |ater study.

31: 23-25, quote p, restoration of Judah (note extended quote
formula). Full focus on the south.
Detail in |ater study.
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