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H. Van Dyke Par unak

A. The Man
The book of Jeremi ah gives us nore informati on about him
t han we have about any other prophet. W will build up nost

of this as we go, but for starters, it's interesting to note
his ancestry.

1. H s ancestry

a) Anat hot h: Where Sol onon bani shed Abi athar the priest after
he tried to hel p Adonijah beconme David' s successor, 1 Kings
2:26-27. Repl aced by Zadok the priest. Cf. 1 Sam 2:35-36.

b) Hil kiah: tenpting to identify with the high priest who found
the book of the law in the tenple under Josiah, 2 Kings
22:8, but then Jerem ah woul d probably have cone from
Jerusal em not Anathoth. Wong famly.

2. The Piety of a Rejected Priesthood: here; conpare al so Korah
(judged in Num 16; 26:9-11; their descendants were tenple
musi ci ans, for whom nmany of the Pss were witten: 42-49;
84-88 Note in particular 42, 84.) They have felt the
judgnent of the Lord first-hand, and so know t hat God does
busi ness for keeps.

LESSON: "Whom the Lord | oves, he chastens..." God is able to
turn his judgnent into blessing. In fact, isn't this all of
us, descendants of Adan? The joy of God's sal vati on bel ongs
not to those who never sin, but to those who know their sin
and repent of it.

3. Called the Weping Prophet, for the depth of his enotion
over the sins of Judah. Cf. Lanentations, also traditionally
by him

4. When the end drew near, advocated subm ssion to Neb. rather
t han conti nued resi stance, because he saw that the Lord had
pur posed to bind the peopl e.

B. The Ki ngs
Covers the reigns of the last five kings of Judah before the
Babyl oni an captivity. Only three are naned in vv.2,3. The
fourth, Jehoahaz, is between Josi ah and Jehoi akim and the
fifth, Jehoiachin, is between Jehoi aki m and Zedeki ah. Each
of these unnenti oned Kings reigns for only 3 nonths.

1. General overview of the Israelite nonarchy
a) Saul, 1043-1011
b) David, 1011-971
c) Sol onpbn, 971-931
d) Divided Ki ngdom
1) North: 18 kings (+/-), nine different fanmlies, until the
Assyrians took them captive in 722.
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2) South: all of David's fanily.
a> Up to 722, 12 ki ngs.
b> Then 8 nore take us through to the end; Jereniah covers th

last 5 of these eight.

2. Detail ed overview of the | ast eight.
a) The 13th, Hezeki ah, was ki ng when Sennacheri b i nvades Judah
in 701. He trusts in the Lord, and the nation is delivered.

A righteous king.

b) Manasseh, 55 years. 2 Chr 33. Was taken captive, repented,

and returned to Jerusalem vv.11-17, but in spite of his

conversi on, the damage was done.

c) Anon, 2 years, W cked.
d) Josiah, 31 years. Took throne at age of 8. 2 Chr. 34:

1) year 8, v.3, began to seek the God of David.

2) year 12, v.3, began to purge out the idols.

3) year 13, Jerem ah began his mnistry.

4) year 18, v.8, began to repair the tenple, and di scovered the
book of the law. (But note that the prophet of favor at this
time is a worman, 21,22.) 35:19, kept the passover.

5) Died attenpting to keep Pharoah Necho from narchi ng t hrougbh
Judah.

e) Peopl e set Jehoahaz up, 2 Chr. 36, but Necho replaces him

with his brother Eliakim whom he renames Jehoi akim for 11

years.

f) Nebuchadnezzar takes himcaptive, 36:7. H s son Jehoi achin
takes his place, v.9 (NB: only eight years old, but stil

can do evil in the sight of the Lord.)

g) Neb. then replaces hi mw th Zechari ah, another son of

Josi ah, who rebel s agai nst Babylon, |leading to the fina

fall of the city.
h) From Josi ah on, Judah is a pawn bei ng crushed between Egypt

and Babyl on. The notive for the judgnent is the sin of the

peopl e under Manasseh: 2 Chr. 34:23; 2 Kings 23: 26ff.

LESSON: What ever a nman sows, that shall he also reap. In
spite of Manasseh's repentance, the danage done by his sin
in the lives of the people could not be reversed, and | ed
eventually to destruction. W cannot sin and then repent
with inmpunity. God forgives, but the scars often remain.

C. Structural Overvi ew

1. Bullock's Divisions. The book alternates between sections
with considerable narrative content (Il argely biographical)
and sections that are al nbst all oracles.
a) Biographical, 1:1-19. Jereniah's call.
b) Oracles, 2:1-25:13. Judgnent on Judah.
c) Biographical, 26:1-29:32. Jeremah's relations with the
Priests.
d) Oracles, 30:1-31:40. Promnm se of Restoration; New Covenant.
e) Biographical, 32:1-45:5. Jeremiah's relations with the King.
f) Oracles, 46:1-51:64. Oracl es against the Nations.
g) Historical Epilog: 52:1-34. = 2 Kings 24:18-25:30. Note that
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according to 51:64, this is not part of the main body of the
book.

h) LESSON: Jereni ah's conmm ssion from God (ch.1) gives him
authority with both the religious (26-29) and the secul ar
(32-45) | eaders of the nation, and equi ps himto speak of
j udgnent and bl essi ng, both anong God's peopl e and anpng the
heat hen. W al so have an unction fromthe Holy One. Are we
as diligent in our mnistry?

Dates in terns of sone "year of" sone king: Wth few
exceptions, these are all in the narrative portions of the
book.

"year of" "reign of" "his reign" Poetic
a) 1.2,3 X X
b) 25:1,3 X X
c) 26:
d) 27:
e) 28:
f) 32:
g) 36:
h) 39:
i) 45:
j) 46:
49: 34 X X
51: 59
52:4,5,12,
29, 30, 31 X X
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D. Potenti al Lessons

1

2.

3.

From his ancestry: the joy of those who know the forgiveness
of sin.

From the Kkings: The harvest |law. the effects of Manasseh's
sin, in spite of Josiah's righteousness.

From the structure: The breadth and authority of the
nmessenger of God.



