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A. Overvi ew

1

Recal |l overall structure of the book: alternation of biography

and oracl e.

a) Biographical, 1. Jerem ah and the Lord.

b) Oracles, 2-25. Judgnent on Judah.

c) Biographical, 26-29. Jeremiah's relations with the Priests.

d) Oracles, 30-31. Pronise of Restoration; New Covenant.

e) Biographical, 32-45. Jerem ah's relations with the King.

f) Oracles, 46-51. Oracl es agai nst the Nations.

g) Historical Epilog: 52 = 2 Kings 24:18-25:30. According to
51: 64, this is not part of the nmain body of the book.

Focus in on the devel opnent of 2-25. A series of extended

sections, up to 4 chapters each, divided by third person |IF s.

a) 2 establishes the sin of Judah, through the rib.

b) 3-6 enphasi zes the judgnent that nust result.

c) 7-10 brings in the thene of mourning.

d) 11-13 promises restoration, and i ntroduces several thenes that
are picked up in the foll ow ng chapters:

14- 17 18- 20 21-24

1) Restoration X X

2) Covenant X

3) King's role X X

4) Obj ect Lessons X X

5) Jer's Lanents X X

1) 14-17: The peopl e have violated the covenant, and are under
its judgnents. Yet, if they will return to its provisions,
pardon is still possible.

2) 18-20: But this opportunity for return will not | ast
forever. |If they harden their hearts, they can only be
br oken.

3) 21-24: The king has a special responsibility for |eading
his people in righteousness.

4) 25: The judgnent falls.

3. Structure of 18-20

An alternation of three | evel s.

a) (bject | essons of pottery.
1) 18:1-10, Making a Pot: God can work with people as a potter
does with cl ay.
2) 19:1-13 Breaking a pot: There cones a tine when a pot has
hardened, and then there is no nore roomfor nolding it. If
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it proves unsatisfactory, one can only destroy it.

b) The people reject the Lord and his Messenger
The second episode is nuch nore personal than the first.
1) 18:11-18, the people reject the Lord and then his
messenger.
2) 19:14-20: 6 The Pashur Epi sode

c) Jeremnm ah's |l anents
1) 18:19-23 Jer. asks the Lord to judge his enenies.
2) 20:7-18 Jer. conplains to the Lord

B. 18:1-10. The Potter
The Lord first shows Jer a potter at work, and then draws an obj ect
| esson from his exanpl e.

1

1-2, The Command
God sends Jer. to the potter's house to receive a revel ation.
Note that the comand i ncludes the pronise of the interpretation

Application: Do we sonmetines think it's hard to hear God speak?
Not even the prophets, who heard the word of the Lord directly,

al ways had it easy. The condition for Jer. to hear the word of
the Lord was to go visit the potter. For us, it nmay be "Get up in
the norning and read your Bible."

3-4, Jer. sees the potter remake a narred vessel.

a) "Wieel s": the double potter's wheel. The lower is a stone
fl ywheel turned with the feet. The upper is a wooden platform
on which the pot is fornmed. Spins quite fast.

b) "The vessel was marred." It got too thin, or too tall, or the
wr ong shape.

c) "He made it again another vessel." Because the clay is
pliable, he can bend it where he wants it, and even lunp it up
and start over. Cf. Rom 9:21: "Has not the potter power over
the clay, of the sane lunp to nake one vessel unto honor and
anot her unto di shonor," one a beautiful vase for flowers, the
other a pail for garbage. Read Paul carefully; he's not
speaki ng of separate | unps of clay, but of one and the sane

| unp.

5-10, CGod tells Jer. that he is a potter working with nen and
nati ons. The devel opnent here is by way of a summary st at enent
that is then anplified,

a) Statenment. Begins with a rhetorical question that expects a
positive answer, and establishes two correspondences: the Lord
is like a potter, and the people is |like clay.

1) Fitting inmage--recall Gen. 2, where God forms nman fromthe
dust of the earth, |like a potter!
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2) God as the sovereign creator--Isa. 29:16; 45:9; Rom 9. W
have no basis to conplain of what he has done to us.

b) Amplification: God is able to respond quickly to people, as
they respond to him NB: These pp.s are not conditions, but
sequences; not general rules, but exanples. The point is not
that God's pronises are conditional, but that he interacts
with man, as the potter does with the clay, in order to
acconplish his soverei gn purpose. Each of the two sides of the
contrast proceeds through three stages.

1) God's word of judgnment or blessing. The verbs in 7 and 9
are from1l:10, in the sane order.

a> "Pluck up:" uproot a plant. Qpposite of "plant” in 9.
b> "Pull down:" tear down a buil ding. Qpposite of "build"
in 9.

c> "Destroy."

2) The people's response: repent in the face of announced

judgnment, or do evil in order not to have to listen to the
Lord.

3) In both cases, the Lord will retract his previously
announced designs. "Repent" is nmisleading; it's not the
word used to descri be human repentance. Cf. "another
vessel ," v.4. It doesn't cone out |looking |like what it did

at the begi nni ng.

4) Application: W nust not presune on God's purposes of
bl essing toward us, or despair of his prom ses of judgnent.
He does not wind the world up and let it go. Like a potter
working with a clay pot, he is constantly pushi ng,
pi nchi ng, watching how the clay responds to his actions and
in turn taking the next appropriate action.

Theol ogi cal note: Note how the sane i mage enphasi zes two
ideas that at first seemto be nutually contradictory:
Cod' s sovereignty over us, and his ability apparently to
change our destiny in the nmidst of our lives. This is the
crux of the great nystery of God's sovereignty--how it can
coexi st with our responsi ble and causati ve actions. Can't
understand it, but both are true. This is why we speak, not
of eternal security, but of the perseverence of the saints.
The saved are those who di e saved. Those who turn away and
rej ect God, however intense their initial faith my seemto
have been, are like a pot that started out for a vase and
ended up a garbage pail.

C. 18:11-18. Rejection
The people reject the Lord and then his nessenger. This section has
the form of an interchange between the Lord and the peopl e.
1. 11. Based on the illustration of the potter, YHWH announces
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conmi ng judgnent, and begs the people to repent.

a)

b)

12.

b)

13-
r ej

b)

"I franme evil against you." "Frane" is a participle, the sane
word that neans "potter."” "Right now, |'m shaping you in the
direction of a vessel for dishonor."

On the basis of vv. 7-8, turn before it's too |late. Note that
t hough 7 speaks of nations and peoples, 11 requires individua
response, "every one." W as a nation have tried too long to
do good corporately, through our congress, and avoid our

i ndi vidual responsibility. The faith of the nation is no
better than the faith of those in it.

The people defiantly reject the Lord' s offer of reform

"There is no hope" cf. 2:25--for then? or for God ("Don't
wast e your breath")? Both are sinful attitudes. One, in a
fal se show of humility, denies the truth of God's offer of
sal vation; the other is nore directly rebellious and wilful.

They insist on followi ng their own plans and i nagi nati ons.
"Doing one's own thing"” isn't at all new. That's exactly the
phi |l osophy that these fol k advocat e.

17. Because their sinis so wilful, the Lord prom ses a triple
ection.

The sin is described in a way that recalls 2:10-13.

1) 13, cf. 2:10. It is unprecedented anong the Gentiles. Cf.
Rom 2; 1 Cor. 5. Wien the lives of God's people are worse
t han those of unbelievers, we have a real problem

Application: The worst reproach one can imagine for a child
of God is to conpare unfavorably with unbelievers in
matters of norality. Unbelievers may sl ander us out of
hatred, but our conduct nust be such as to put these fal se
accusations to shane, 1 Pet. 3:16.

2) 15a, cf. 2:11. They have forgotten the Lord and gone off
after fal se gods, here called "vanity."

3) 14, cf. 2:13. This is like leaving fresh, cool water, so
rare and valuable in the arid M ddl e East.

As a result of this sin, they will suffer a triple
judgnment--fromtheir idols, other people, and the Lord
hi nsel f.

1) What the idols do: Lead thema frustrating, painful life.
Idions fromthe vocabul ary of roads:
a> cause themto stunbl e;
b> not "ancient paths," but "endl ess paths"--li ke our Boy
Scout 10 mile hike



c> "a way not cast up," ungraded, with unfill ed pothol es.

2) VWhat ot her peopl e do: shake their heads and whistle in
amazenent at the Lord' s judgment.

3) What the Lord does: scatter themli ke | eaves bl own
before the stormwind. This is the Scirocco, the hot
wind fromthe desert. And if they should seek him at
that point, his back will be turned to them

4. 18. The people turn their rejection agai nst the nessenger,
Jerem ah. Note the alternation of |:kw., plot against Jer.
and deni al of his message.

a) They believe that their religious institutions (priest, wse
man, and prophet) are sound, and that Jer. is just a fanatic
whom t hey can safely ignore.

b) But they can't get himout fromunder their skin, so they
plan to slander him and thus to get hi mcondemed to deat h,
cf. v.23.

c) Application: John 15:20, the servant is not greater than his
Lord. If men reject the Lord and we stand for him they wll
reject us too. Don't be surprised at this when it happens.

Psal m 22a, recalling the rejection of the Lord Jesus and his
trust in God.

Anal ysi s

18: 1- 10, Maki ng a Pot: execution p. God can work with peopl e
as a potter does with clay.

1. command and sunmmary: quote p: God sends Jer. to the potter's
house to receive a revelation. Note that the conmmand i ncl udes the
promi se of the interpretation
a) quote f: 18:1 HA/D. FBFR ): A3ER HFYFH )EL-YIR M YFHW M /)"T

Y: HAFH L" /) MOR
b) quote: notivation p
1) command: inperative seq q
a> 2 QN M
b> W/YFRAD: T. F B."YT HA/ Y. ONC'R
2) nmotive: W/$FM FH ) A$: M Y(/: AKF ) ET- D. : BFRFY

2. execution: interpretation p

a) text: awareness quote p: Jer. sees the potter renake a narred
vessel .
1) AQf: 3 W/)"R'D B."YT HAV Y. ONC'R
2) awareness quote: narr. seq. p {W/H N /"HW} [W/H N "H] -
a> [HW)] (O&EH M LF) KFH (AL- HF/ ) FB: NFYI M
b> 4 W/N $: XAT HAV K : LIY ): ASER HW) (O&EH B. A/ XOVER
B.:/YAD HA/ Y. ONC'R
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c> W/ $FB
d> manner p
1> text: WA Y. A(: A "HW K :LIY )AX'R
2> manner: K A/):A$ER YF$SAR B.:/("YN'Y HA Y. ONC'R
LA/ (: ARON P

b) explanation: quote p: God tells Jer. that he is a potter
working with nen and nati ons.

1) quote f: 5 WAV Y:H Y D BAR Y: HWFH )" L/ AY L"/) MOAR
2) quote: anplification p

a> text
1>6 HAKAY OX'R HA Z. EH LO -)WKAL LA/ (: ARONT
L/ FKEM B. " YT Yl & RF)"L N ) UM Y: HWH
2> H N "H KA/ XOVER B. :/YAD HA Y. OAC'R K. "N-) AT. EM
B.:/YFD/IY B."YT YI& RF)"L S

b> anplification: contrast p. God is able to respond
quickly to people, as they respond to him NB: These
pp.s are not conditions, but sequences; not general
rul es, but exanples. The point is not that God's
promi ses are conditional, but that he interacts with
man, as the potter does with the clay, in order to
acconplish his soverei gn purpose.

1> text: prophetic seq. p 7 REGA( "suddenly"
a: ):ADAB."R (AL-G ON W/ (AL- MAM LFKFH LI/ N: TON
W/LI/N TOANC W/ L:/HA): ABI YD
b: 8 W/$FB H&/ G OW HA/HW) M/ RF(FT/ OW) : ASER
D.IB.AR T.1Y (FLFY/W
c: W/NNXAMT.1Y (AL-HF/ RF(FH ) : ASER XF$AB: T. 1Y
LA/ (: ARONT L/ OW S

2> contrast: prophetic seq. p. 9 W/REGA( "suddenly"
a: ):ADAB."R (AL-G ON W/ ( AL- MAM LFKFH LI/ B: NOT
W /LI/N +QO( A
b: 10 W/ (F&H {HF/ RF(FH [HF/ RA(] B.:/("YN AY
L:/BIL:T.1Y $ MXA B.: /QONL/ I 'Y
c: W/NXAMT.1Y (AL-HA/ +. OABFH ) : ASER )FMAR T. 1 Y
L:/H' Y+l YB ) OM/ ON S

B. 18:11-18, interchange p, the people reject the Lord and then his
messenger.

1. YHWH quote p: Based on the illustration of the potter, YHWH

announces coni ng judgnent, and begs the people to repent.
a) quote f: 11 W/ (AT.FH ): EMFR-NF) )EL-)I Y$-Y: HW DFH

W/ (AL- YONS: B"Y Y: RW$SFLAIM L"/) MOR
b) quote: quote p

1) quote f: K OH)FMAR Y: HWH

2) quote: notive p

a> notive: HN"H)FNOKIY YONC'R (: AL"Y/ KEM RF(FH W / XC8" B
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(: AL" Y/ KEM MAX: ASFBFH
b> commuand:
1> $SWBW NF) )IY$ M/D. AR K/ OW HF RF(FH
2> W/ H'Y+l YBW DAR K'Y/ KEM W/ MA(AL: L" Y/ KEM

Peopl e: quote p: They defiantly reject the Lord' s offer of reform
a) quote f: 12 W/)FM RW
b) quote: reason p
1) text: NOWNF$ "there is no hope" cf. 2:25--for thenP or for
CGod ("Don't waste your breath")?
2) reason: coordinate p
a> K 1Y-)AX: AR'Y MAX: $: BOM™" Y/ NW N'L"K:
b> W/)IY$ $:RRRWT LIB./ONHF RF( NA(: AREH S

YHWH: quote p: Because their sin is so wilful, the Lord prom ses
atriple rejection.
a) quote f: 13 LK/ K'N K OH ) FMAR Y: HAFH
b) quote: result p
1) text: anpl. p: The peopl e have sinned in an unexpected and
unpr ecedent ed way.
a> text: awareness p
1> quote f:
a: $A): ALW-NF) B.A/G ONI M
b: MY $FMA( K. F/)"L.EH
2> quote: $A(:ARURI T (F& TFH M) OD B.: TW LAT Yl & RF) "L
b> anpl: contrast p
1> text:
a: 14 H A YA(: AZOB M/ C WR &FDAY $ELEG L: BFNOAN
b: )IMYIN FT: $W MAYI M ZFRI YM QFRI YM NOWZ: LI YM
2> contrast:
a: 15 KIY-$ K'XUNY (AM/1Y
b: LA$. FW) Y: QA+. "RW
2) result: The idols, other people, and the Lord hinself wll
puni sh them for their sin.
a> What the idols do: WAV Y. AK: $I LW/ M B. : / DAR K"Y/ HEM
$:BlYL"Y (OMLFM LF/ LEKET N TI YBOM D. EREK: LO S:LWLFH
b> What other people do: 16 LF &WM)AR C/ FM L:/$AM FH
{$: RW QAT} [$: Rl YQOW] (OMFM K. OL (OWB"R (FLEY/ HF
Yl $. OM W/ YENI YD B. : / RO $/ OW
c> VWhat the Lord does:
1> 17 K :/RWXA-QFDIYM): API YC/"M LI/ P:N'Y )OAN' B
2> (OREP W/LO-PFNIYM )ER )/"M B. :/ YOM )" YD/ FM S

Peopl e: quote p: They turn their rejection against the
nessenger, Jereni ah.
a) quote f: 18 WAVY.OMRW
b) quot e:
1) L: KW
2) W/ NAX: $: BFH (AL- YI R M YFHW MAX: ASFBOANT
3) KIY LO-TOBAD T.ONRFH M/ K. OH'N W/ (" CFH M'/ XFKFM W / DFBFR
M/ N. FBIY)
4) L: KW
5) W/NAK. /"HW BA/ L. FEOMNN
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6) W /)AL-NAQ $I YBFH ) EL- K. FL- D. : BFRFY/ W



