Jerem ah 14-17: 14:1-15:9, The "Four Ki nds"
Novenber 24, 1989
H. Van Dyke Par unak

A. Overvi ew

1

(Not in sernbn) This larger section nay al so be chiastic, ABCDCBA
(but cautiously asserted).
a) A deals with the violation of the covenant.
1) 14:1-15:9, Judgnent is conming with no hope of intercession.
Emphasis on the "four kinds", cf. Deut. 28; Lev. 26.
2) 17:19-27 YHWH -> Jer: quote p: Don't profane the Sabbat h,
the sign of the covenant at Sinai, Exod. 31:13.
b) B focuses on Jerem ah's sufferings and his plea for the Lord's
hel p.
1) 15:10-21 Jereniah's suffering
2) 17:14-18 Jer: Deliver ne fromny adversari es.
c) C opens the hope of restoration for the faithful, Gentiles as
wel | as Jews.
1) 16:1-21 YHWH <> Jer: Judgnent and Restoration, for Judah
and Gentil es
2) 17:5-13 YHWH <> Jer : interchange p: the rewards of faith
and penalties of unbeli ef.
d D 17:1-4 YHWH Judah's sin is great, and her judgnent sure.

Two cycl es: description of judgnent, plea for forgiveness,
rejection of plea. In the middle is Jerem ah's description of the
promi ses of the fal se prophets.

a) Description of com ng judgnent: 14: 2-6 14: 14- 18
b) Plea for forgi veness: 14:7-9 14:19-22
c) Rejection of the plea: 14:10-12 15:1-9

How is this related to Lev. 26 and 2 Chr. 67

a) Lev. 26: A proninent thenme throughout is the different Kkinds
of suffering that are in store. Conpare 14:12; 15:2. Jerem ah
is recalling the warni ng that Mboses gave; now t he people are
on the verge of feeling the consequences, and the current
di stresses are only the first sign of it.

b) 2 Chr. 6: Sol onon had expected that the people could avert any
di saster by suitable prayer. God's answer inplies that only
appropri ate prayer, early enough in the disciplinary cycle,
will help.

B. 14:1: The Subj ect
The introductory fornula, "The word of the Lord that cane to
Jerenmi ah concerning the dearth," is interesting.

1

"Dearth" (fam ne) has potentially a wider neaning. In its other
two occurrences (Ps. 9:10; 10:1) it seens to nean nore generally,
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"troubl e, destitution." The chapter is not just about fanine,
though it starts on that note. I n fact, our study of Lev. 26 and
2 Chr. 6 suggests that the people's prayer is hopel ess partially
because they are well beyond the "fani ne" stage.

The word is plural, not singular. Probably enphasi zes the set of
judgnments that the Lord is bringing on them

:2-11, First Cycle

2-6, YHWH describes a comi ng drought to the peopl e.
The description takes the formof a series of vignettes.

a) v.2, like a wide-angle view, the overall sunmary of their
condition is one of dispair.

b) v.3, we zoomin for a close-up. "Pits" are cisterns, where
rain water is stored. The elders send the kids down to the
cistern for a pot of water, but they come back enpty-handed,
because all the water that was stored has been used up.

c) v.4, the farners can't plow without rain to | oosen the soil
and can't raise anything without rain to water it. So they're
out of busi ness.

d) v.5, the hind (deer) cannot find enough nouri shnent to nurse
her own of fsprint.

e) v.6, the wild asses pant for breath in the parched air.

7-9, People to YHWH. Save us for your nane's sake, in spite of
our sin. Their plea is chiastic, with requests for sal vation for
the sake of the Lord's nane sandwi ched around a descri ption of

t hat name.

a) v.7, first plea: Undertake, not because of us (for we have
si nned), but for your nane's sake. This is the only basis for
CGod' s forgiveness. Cf. Ezek. 36:22. W do not nerit his favor.
In fact, we deserve only his wath. But for the sake of his
name, in order to keep his pronises, he has nercy on us.

b) v.8 shows us that nane, and asks two questions about it.

1) The name: "hope of Israel; its savior in tinme of trouble.”
God has revealed hinself as Israel's savior. Now the nation
calls on himto save.

2) The questi ons:
a> Why should you seemunwilling to save, |ike a stranger
who has no conmtnent to the | and, but only spends the
night there on the way to sonewhere else? (NB: this
| anguage draws heavily on 9:2, where the Lord said he
woul d be just this way.)
b> 9a, Why should you seem unable to save?
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c) 9b once again appeals to God literally not to |l et them down.
He is in their mdst; they are called by his nane. Cf.
Christians today. They ask God not to di shonor his nane. (But
of course, they have already dragged it through the nud.)

3. 10-12, YHWH responds first to the people and then to Jeremni ah.

a) 10, To the people, he speaks only in the third person, so
great is the gulf between them Their error is not accidental;
they have loved to wander. In ternms of Lev. 26, they have not
hear kened unto his voice. Their prayer is founded only on a
desire to avoid the penalty, not a hunger and thirst for
ri ght eousness.

b) 11-12, Jeremiah is not to pray for them for the Lord has
rejected their fasts and their offerings, and will bring upon
themthe nmultiple judgnents of Lev. 26. Cf. 7:16; 11:11, 14;
this sin is beyond intercessi on or repentance.

14: 13, The prophets foretell peace
VWhat Jerem ah hears fromthe Lord is just the opposite of what the
prophets are saying. Things to note here:

1. "The prophets." Jereni ah does not single out any snaller group of
them The vast majority are astray. In fact, the book does not
know of any ot her prophet who tells the truth. Jerem ah is al one.

2. The prophets explicitly deny the com ng di saster, and prom se
peace "in this place.” This phrase is a circum ocution for the
tenple: see 2 Chr. 6:20, 21, 26, 40. They are | eaning on the
t heol ogy that Sol onon proposed; that "this place" would guarantee
protection from any judgnent. As we have seen, Sol onbn didn't
quite have it right. It is not the place that guarantees
protection, but the Lord, when we cone to himin hunble
repent ance. And that they would not do.

14: 14-15: 9, Second Cycle

1. 14-18, The Lord enphasi zes the coni ng destructi on of prophets and
peopl e together. The argument of this section is from cause ("I
didn't send these prophets; they are lying") to effect (the
coni ng judgnent).

a) 14, the Lord didn't send these prophets. Stated chiastically:
t he outer nenbers enphasize the result (they prophecy lies),
while the center presents the cause (the Lord did not send
them. v.15 shows us the content of their deception: the
di sasters foretold by the Lord will not cone to pass.

b) 15-18, as a result, both the prophets and the people who
listen to their false teaching will perish.

Application: Beware the danger of false teaching. You can
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never plead, "It's not ny fault, | was mslead." Those who are
m staught are still liable for their error. You can never hide
behi nd your preacher.

Structure: First a prediction of the com ng judgnent, then
instructions to Jerem ah on how he is to respond. (Break
bet ween 18 and 19 nmarked by change in number of the speaker
from"I" to "we".)

1) 15-16, the coning events: Both prophets and people wll
peri sh. The very tragedies that they refuse to acknow edge
(sword and fanmine) will befall them and there will be no
one to bury them In summary, this is their own w ckedness
bei ng poured out on them "Watever a nan sows, that shal
he al so reap."

2) 17-18, Jeremiah is to weep over the universal destruction
that results fromthe ms-nmnistry of the fal se prophets.
NB: God commands himto exhibit an attitude of pity and
nour ni ng, not one of proud condemati on.

Note Jer's restatenent of the problem In sunmary,
Jerusal em has suffered a great breach, a grievous blow In
particul ar, he singles out the |ast three steps of the

j udgnent cycle: sword, fam ne (as a result of siege), and
exil e.

19-22, People to YHWH. Though you have abandoned us, we will
confess and pray to you. Their prayer has four parts: the

evi dence that God has abandoned them confession of sin, plea for
restoration, and finally their notive for turning to him

a)

b)

d)

19, evidence. Conpare v.8. This is why the rest of the prayer
is futile. They have waited until the Lord left, and then try
to call himback, but it's too | ate.

20, confession.

21, request. So far as it goes, it is well grounded. It pleads
CGod's nane, his glorious throne, and his covenant (the | ast
follow ng Lev. 26:44).
1) His nane: cf. v.9. W are known as God's people, and to
f orsake us would be to dishonor his nane in the eyes of
t hose who know us as hi s.
2) Throne: the tenple, and nore particularly the ark of the
covenant.
3) Covenant: back to the concept of Lev. 26 that the covenant
remai ns even after Israel breaks it.

22, notive. They finally accept the argunent presented in
10: 6-16, especially v.11. Only the Lord is able to nove the
cosnic order. Only he is worthy of worship.

Application: The best-fornmed confession can cone too | ate.
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Once the Lord's judgnent has begun, there is no turni ng back.
Thus the adnonition of 1 Cor. 6 to repent in the accepted

tine.
15:1-9, the Lord reports to Jeremi ah that he will exile them
wi t hout recourse. Their prayers will have no effect. The section

is an alternation, between a statenent that their prayers are in
vain (vv.1,5) and the resulting judgnent (2-4,6-9), the latter
sections anplified in each case by a description of their sin
(4b, 6a). Note that this sinis first the sin of the fathers,
then their own sin, in keeping with the confession of 14:20.

So in a nutshell, what we will hear twi ce over here is:
a) This people is beyond pity or intercession.
b) I will punish them

c) for their sins.

One i nportant change between the panels: the first is in the
future tense, the second in the past; the first a prophecy of
what is to cone, the second a report of what has happened.

a) First panel: Judgnent will fall.

1) 1a, No intercession
Moses and Samuel are singled out as effective intercessors.
Recall Mbses in Exod. 32:30ff, offering hinself instead of
the people in the matter of the golden calf. The people
nore than once sought out Samuel as an intercessor: 1 Sam
7:8-11 (cf. v.5) for victory over the Philistines; 1 Sam
12: 19-25, for their sin in asking for a king. Perhaps the
pairing of these two is suggested by Ps. 99:6, where Samnue
is singled out "anong themthat call upon his nane."

2) 1b-4a, Judgnent
The Lord's verdict, to send the people away, is anplified
by their question for details and the Lord' s response. They
will face the nmultiple disasters of Lev. 26. Note the
doubl e sequence (2, 3-4a), each tinme culmnating in exile.

3) 4b, Sin
This judgnent is traced back explicitly to Manasseh and his
sin in Jerusalem For other statenents of this notive,
conpare 2 Kings 23:26 (in the tinme of Josiah); 2 Kings 24:3
(Jehoi akinm). What is particularly noteworthy is that
Manasseh repented of his sin (2 Chr. 33:12-18), and Josi ah
led a great reform Yet the judgnent still falls. How can
this be?

a> One might claimthat the cause here is indirect, that
Manasseh corrupted the people and it is their persistent
sin, in spite of his repentance, that brings the
judgnent; but 2 Kings 23:26 seens quite explicit that
t he provocations of Manasseh hinself are to bl ane.



b> The other possibility is that Manasseh's repentance
brought only a retraction of the imedi ate exile that he
suffered, and not forgiveness of his guilt. This appears
to be the case.

1> Manasseh is never said to turn to the Lord "with al
his heart" or "with a perfect heart" as Josiah did, 2
Kings 23:25 (citing Deut. 6:5, the shenm). Conpare
al so Jehu's reform 2 Kings 10: 31; and Anmzi ah, 2
Chr. 25:2.

2> Though Manasseh renpbved the pagan altars fromthe
tenple, there is no record that he destroyed them
and in fact they nust have survived, for Josiah | ater
destroyed them 2 Kings 23:12.

c> Application: The Lord's intervention in physical matters
here on earth in no way guarantees us sal vati on! How
often do we hear soneone say, "l know |I'm saved because
| asked the Lord to do XYZ for ne, and he did it." But
CGCod causes his rain to fall on the just and on the
unj ust; he can answer the prayer of anyone he desires,
Wi t hout saving them W can only be sure of sal vation
when we cone to God in repentance and seek his
forgi veness of sin (not just relief of the synptons of
j udgnent) .

b) Second panel: Judgnent has fall en.

1)

2)

3)

5 No Pity

The argunent here seens to be that the Lord is not being
unreasonable in refusing to turn from his decree of

j udgnent, for no one would be any nore nerciful to them
Al'l observers nust agree with the justice of what wll
befall them

6a, Sin
This tinme, it is the sin of Jerusalemitself that is taken
into account. Two accusati ons:

a> She has forsaken the Lord. The idiomis from Deut.
32:15, where Mses anticipates the nation's
rebel | i ousness, and goes on to predict that the Lord
will deliver themto be judged by anot her nati on.

b> She has gone backward. Cf. 7:24, contrasted with
forward. She has certainly not followed the Lord, and
has not even stood still, but has gone away from him

6b-9, Judgnent

The "t hee/thent distinction between 6 and 7ff shows a nobve
fromsumary to anplification. The summary is succinct: the
Lord hinself will punish then they have exhausted his

pati ence and his |longsuffering. Application: God's
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Il ongsuffering can be exhausted! The tine avail able for
sal vati on can expire, and only judgnent then renai ns. Then
the anplification gives us successive scenes of disaster.

a> 7, First Scene. Because they do not turn fromtheir evil
way, the Lord wi nnows them The "fan" is the w nnow ng
fan, used to toss the grain up into the wind so that the
chaff can blow away. "In the gates of the |and,"” so that
they can blow into captivity.

b> 8-9a, Second Scene. He focuses on the wonen who are
ber eaved, the wife and the nother. The third cl ause
shoul d be rendered, "I will cause to fall upon her
suddenly angui sh and terrors."” 9a turns attention to
the response of those so bereaved.

c> 9b, Third Scene. For the only tine in this panel, he
slips into the future tense, to note that any left alive

through this purge will be driven before their enenies
i n defeat.

Application:

1. Judgnent is never an accident, or a sign that God has | ost

control. Lev. 26 shows us clearly that God controls the end from
t he begi nni ng.

2. There is alimt to God' s patience. One cannot count on al ways
havi ng anot her chance to repent. "Behold, now is the accepted
tine. Behold, today is the day of salvation,”™ 2 Cor. 6. There
cones a tine when he will no | onger w thhold judgnent, but wll
let it fall.

3. Until that judgnent falls, our attitude is to be one of nourning
and pity over the lost, not of proud haughti ness.

ANALYSI S

14:1-11, Interchange p, YHWH <> Peopl e: Com ng judgnent.

1

YHWH to the people: quote p: This fanmine is going to be a doozy.
a) quote f:
14:1 ): AER HFYFH D: BAR- Y: HWFH ) EL- YIR M YFHW (AL-D.IB: R'Y
HA/ B. AC. FROAMT
b) quote: a series of vignettes describing the drought.
1) coordinate p
a> 2 )FB: LFH Y: HW DFH
b> W $: (FREYHF ) UM L: LW
c> QFD: RW LF/) FREC
d> W/ Cl W XAT Y: RW $FLAI M ( FLFTFH
2) sequential p
a> 3 W/)AD. IR'Y HEM $FL: XW *C. (OWNR'Y/ HEM **C:. (| YR"'Y/ HEM
LA/ M FYI M
b> B. F)W (AL-G "Bl YM



c> LO-MC )W MNAYI M
d> $FBW K: L"Y/ HEM R' YOFM
e> coordinate p
1> B. G8W
2> W/ HFK: L: MW
3) reason p
a> reason: reason p
1> text: 4 B.A (: ABWR HF/): ADFMFH XAT. FH
2> reason: K. 1Y LO -HFYFH GE$SEM B. F/ ) FREC
b> text: B. W )IK FRI YM XFPW RO $/ FM
4) reason p
a> text: 5 K1Y GAM) AY. ELET B. A/ & FDEH YFL: DFH W / ( FZONB
b> reason: K 1Y LO) -HFYFH D. ESE)
5) reason p
a> text: coordinate p
1> 6 W/P:RF)I YM (FM DW (AL-$: PFYI M
2> $F): APW RW XA K A/ T. AN. I YN
3> K. FLW (" YN'Y/ HEM
b> reason: K IY-)"YN (" &EB

2. People to YHWH Save us for your nane's sake, in spite of our
si n.
a) reason-concessive p: Save us for your nanme's sake, for we
have si nned.
1) concession: 7 )IM(: AWON'Y N\W (FNW B/ FNW Y: HAFH
2) text: (:A&"H L:/MA(AN $: M EKF
3) reason: coordinate p K | Y-
a> RAB.W M $W BOT" Y/ NW
b> L/: KF XF+F) NW
b) question: Way is the Lord intransi gent?
8 MQWH Yl & RF)"L MOWSI Y(/OWB.:/("T CFRFH
1) LFMFH TIH YEH K. :/G'R B. F/) FREC
2) W/K /)OR'XA NF+FH LF/ LW N
3) 9 LFMFH TIH YEH K :/)1Y$ N D: HFM
4) K :/dB. ONR LO- YWKAL L:/HOMI Y(A
c) notive p: Don't |eave us, for your nane's sake
1) notive: coordinate p
a> W/)AT.FH B:/Q R B./"NW Y: HWH
b> W/$IM:KF (FL"Y/ NW N Q RF)
2) text: )AL-T.AN. I X/ "NW S

3. quote p: Because they wander, | wll punish them
a) quote f: 10 K O+ )FMAR Y: HWFH LF/ (FM HA/ Z. EH
b) quote: result p

1) cause:
a> K. "N )FH: ABW LF/ NW (A
b> RAG L"Y/ HEM LO XF&FKW
2) effect: negated antonym p
a> W YHWH LO) RFC/ FM
b> coordinate p
1> (AT.FH Yl Z: K. OR (: AWON FM
2> W/YIP:QOD XA+ O T/FM S

4. quote p: YHWH Don't pray for them for | have abandoned themto
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j udgment .
a) quote f: 11 WAV Y. O MER Y: HWFH ) "L/ FY
b) quote: Don't pray for them for | have abandoned themto
j udgnent .
1) JAL-T.IT: P.AL."L B.:/(AD- HF/ (FM HA/ Z. EH L: / +OABFH
2) contrast p
a> coordinate p: | will not receive their worship.
1> conditional p
a: condition: 12 K |IY YFCUMN
b: text: )"YNEN. 1Y $OM (A )EL-RI N FT/ FM
2> conditional p
a: condition: W/KIY YA(: ALW (OLFH W/ M N:. XFH
b: text: )"YNEN |Y ROC FM

b> Instead, | will consune them
K. 1Y B. A/ XEREB W/ BF/ RF(FB W/ BA/ D. EBER ) FNOKI Y M KAL. EH
)OWM/ FM S

14: 13 quote p: Jer: The prophets foretell peace.
1. quote f: 13 WF/) OVAR
2. quot e:
a) ):AHFH. ): ADON FY Y: HW H
b) quote p
1) quote f: HN."HHA/N.:Bl)I YM)OM Rl YM L/ FHEM
2) quote: contrast p
a> coordinate p
1> LO-TIR )W XEREB
2> W/ RF(FB LO) - Yl H YEH L/ FKEM
b> K 1Y-%$:LOMM ): EMET )ET."N L/ FKEM B. A M FQOMW HA/ Z. EH S

14: 14-15: 9 I nterchange p, YHWH <> Jer (speaking for people): No
recourse.

1. result p: YHWH Because | didn't send them they will perish.
a) text: quote p: I didn't send them they are |ying.
1) quote f: 14 WN Y. O MER Y: HWH ) "L/ AY
2) quote: chiastic contrast
a> $SEQCER HA/ N. : BI)IYM NIB. : )IYMB. I /$: MI|Y
b> coordinate p
1> LO $:LAX T.I1Y/IM
2> W/LO CIWIYTIY/ M
3> W/LO DB ART.IY ):AL"Y/ HEM
c> X: AZOWN $EQER W/ QESEM *WE/ ) : ELW L **WE75/) : ELI YLO3
*W/TAR MW T **W/TAR M 74YT LIB./FM H'M FH
M T: NAB. : )| YM L/ FKEM S
b) result: quote p: YHWH Both prophets and people will perish.
1) quote f: comment p
a> text: 15 LFK'N K OH)FMAR Y: HWFH (AL-HA/ N. : Bl ) I YM
b> coment (on NB) YM:
1> HA/N. IB.:)IYMB. I /$: M1Y
2> WA/ ):ANLY LO - $:LAXT. 1Y/ M
3> W/ HMFH )OM R YM XEREB W/ RF(FB LO YIH YEH
B.F/)FREC HAV Z. O T
2) quote: reporting p: Wep over destruction of prophets and
peopl e.



a> event: summary p: Both prophets and people will perish.

1> coordinate p: Both prophets and people will perish.
a: B.AXEREB W/BF/ RF(FB YIT.AMW HA/N.:Bl)IYM
HF/ H'M FH

b: 16 W/HF/ (FM): ASER-H'M FH NI B. : )| YM L/ FHEM
YI H YW MJ$: LFKI YM B. : / XUCOM Y: RW$SFLAIM M P.: N'Y
HF/ RF( FB W / HA/ XEREB
c: W/)"YNMQB."RLF/HMFH HM FH N: $"Y/ HEM
W/ B: N'Y/ HEM W/ B: NOT" Y/ HEM
2> sunmary: W/ $FPAK: T. 1Y (: AL"Y/ HEM ) ET- RF( FT/ FM
b> report: quote p: Jeremah is to weep over the universa
destruction that results fromthe ms-ninistry of the
fal se prophets.
1> quote f: 17 W/)FMAR T.F ): AL"Y/ HEM ) ET- HA/ D. FBFR
HA Z. EH
2> quot e:
a: reason p
1: text: neg. ant. para.
A T."RAD:NFH ("YN AY D. I M (FH LAY: LFH
W/ YOM FM
B. W/)AL-T.I|D: MEYNFH
2: reason: anplification p
A. text:
K. 1Y $EBER G FDOAL NI $: B. : RFH B. : TW LAT
B. AT-(AM /1Y MAK. FH NAX: LFH M ) CD
B. anpl: coordinate p
1. 18 )IMYFCF) TIY HA/ & FDEH W/H N."H
XAL: L" Y- XEREB
2. W/)IMB.F)TIY HF/ (I YR W/H N "H
T. AX: ALW)"Y RF(FB
3. KI1Y-GAM NFBIY) GAM K. CH'N SFX: ARW
) EL-) EREC W/ LO YFDF(W S

People -> YHWH Though you have abandoned us, we will confess and
pray to you.
a) evidence p: you have abandoned us.
1) conclusion: coordinate p: (rhetorical) questions
a> 19 H A/ MF) OS MF) AS: T. F ) ET- Y: HW DFH
b> )IMB.:/ClY. OAN N F(: ALFH NAP: $/ EKF
c> MAD. W (A HK ITYT/FNW W/)"YN L/ FNW NMAR P. ")
2) evidence: QAW"H L:/$FLOM W/)"YN +ONB W/L:/("T MAR P. ")
W/H N "H B:/(FTFH
b) confession: 20 YFDA(: NW Y: HAWFH RI $: (/" NW (: AWON ) : ABOAT" Y/ NW
K. 1Y XF+F) N\W L/ FK:
C) request: summary p
1) text: coordinate p: request
a> 21 )AL-T.I N )AC L:/ MA(AN $I M : KF
b> YAL-T.: NAB."L K I1S. ") K BOND EKF
c> ZZKOR )AL-T.FP"R B. : RIYT/ : KF ) I T. / FNW
2) summary: reason p (chiastic sumary)
a> reason: coordinate p: YHWH is the only true creator.
1> 22 HAY'S$ B.:/HAB: L"Y HA G ONI M MAG $I M YM
2> W/)IMHA $. FMAYI M YI T. : N\W R Bl Bl YM
3> H A LO )AT. FH HW) Y: HWFH ) : ELOH' Y/ NW
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b> text: W/N QAW EH- L./ FK:
c> reason: K.IY-)AT.FH (F& YTF )ET-K. FL-)"L.EH P

3. 15:1-9 YHVWH. quote p: | will exile them wi thout recourse
a) quote f: 15:1 WA Y.O MER Y: HWH )" L/ AY
b) quote: alternating reason p
1) First reason p: Exile them for I will not hear

i Nt er cessi on.
a> reason: concessive p

1> concession: )I M YA(: AMOD MOBEH W/ $: MWV )"L L:/PFN AY
2> text: )"YN NAP: $IY )EL- HF/ (FM HA/ Z. EH

b> text: anplification p

1> text: $AL. AX M/ (AL-P. FNN AY W/ Y"C') W
2> anpl: interchange p: 2 W/HFYFH (anplifies "exile
t hem')
a: People: quote p: Were shall we go?
1. quote f: KIY-YOMRW )"LEY/KF
2: quote: )FNFH N'C")
b: YHWH quote p:
1: quote f: W/)FMAR T.F ): AL"Y/ HEM K. O+ ) FMAR
Y: HAFH
2: quote: ampl p
A. text: coordinate p
1. ): ASER LA/ M FVWET LA/ M FVET
2. W) : ASER LA/ XEREB LA/ XEREB
3. W) :A$ER LF/ RF(FB LF/ RF(FB
4. WN):A$.ER LA/$.:BIY LA/$. EBI Y
B. anpl: prophetic sequence p
1. comrent p: death (anplifies 1st 3)
a) text: 3 W/PFQAD: T. 1Y (:AL"Y/ HEM
JAR B. A( M$: P. FEXONM N: ) UM Y: HWFH
b) coment: coordi nate p
1) ) ET- HA/ XEREB LA/ H: AROG
2) W/)ET-HA/ K. : LFBI YM LI/ S: XOB
3) W/)ET-(OANP HA/ $. FNVAYI M
W /) ET- B. EH: EMAT HF/ ) FREC LE/): EKOL
W/ L:/HAS: XI YT
2. reason p: Scattering because of Mnasseh
(anplifies #4)
a) text: 4 W/N TAT. I YM *LI/ Z: WF( FH
** | ZA(: AWFH L: / KOL MAM L: KOWT
HF/ ) FREC
b) doubl e reason:
1) B.1G LAL M NA$. EH
BEN-Y: XI Z: Q Y. FHW MELEK: Y: HW DFH
2) (AL ): A$ER- (F&FH B. 1/ YRW $FLFI M

2) Second reason p

a>

b>

reason: coordinate p: 5 K1Y (No one will have nercy on
you)

1> M Y- YAX: MOL (FLAY/ I K: Y: RW $FLAI M

2> W/MY YFNW D L/ FK:

3> W/MY YFSWR LI/ $:)OL L:/$FLOM L/ FK:

text: reason p

1> reason: coordinate p
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a: 6 )AT.: NF+A$: T.: )OT/1Y N ) UM Y: HANFH
b: YFXOANR T."L"KI'Y
2> result: anplification p (note shift in person of
obj ect btw. text and anpl.) The anplification seens
to be in successive steps; this is very turbul ent;
seenms to be clinax.
a: text: reason p
1: text:
A. W/ )A+ YET-YFD | Y (FLAY/I K:
B. WF/)AS$: XI YT/ "K:
2: reason: NL:)"YTIY H N FX'M
b: anpl-1: reason p
1: text:
A 7 WW)EZ.R"MB.:/MZ:RREH B. :/ $A(: AR'Y
HF/ ) FREC
B. $IK AL:T. 1Y
C )IBADT.IY )ET-(AM/IY
2: reason: M/ D. AR K'Y/ HEM LOW - $FBW
3: result: 8 (FCMN-L/1Y *)AL: M NOTOW
**)AL: M NOWTFYW M'/ XOAL YFM | YM
c: anpl-2: result p
1: text:
A H'B')TIY L/ FHEM (AL-)"M B. FXW R $0OD'D
B. A/ C. FH FRFYI M
B. HP.AL: T.1Y (FLEY/HF P.1T:)OM (I YR
W / BEHFLOWI
2: result:
A 9 )UML:LFH YOLEDET HA/S$.1B: (FH
B. NFP: XFH NAP: $/ FH.
C. *B.)FH **B.F71) $IM $/F91H. B.:/ (071D
YONVF73M
D. B. O74WsFH
. W/ XFP"92RFH
d: summary: W/ $:)"R YT/FM LA/ XEREB )ET."N LI/ P: N'Y
) OY: B"Y/ HEM N: ) UM Y: HWFH S

m
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Jerenmi ah 14-17: The Background of 2 Chr. 6
Decenber 2, 1989
H. Van Dyke Par unak

A. Overvi ew
A second i nportant background to Jer. 14 is 2 Chr. 6. After Cod
rai ses the threat of a series of punishnments for infidelity in Lev.
26, Solonobn in 2 Chr. 6 proposes the tenple as the solution for
t hose puni shments.

Sol onon t ook seven years (1 Kings 6:37,38) to construct the tenple
in Jerusalem and then dedicated it with a great cerenpny. A centra
part of the cerenbny was a |l ong prayer that is recorded in 2 Chr.

6: 12-42. In the prayer he asks God to hear the prayers that people
bring to himby way of the tenple. In 2 Chr. 7, God replies.

Here we not e:

1. The prayer has a very regular structure, which we wll
outline. One feature of the outline is a description of the
ki nds of national disasters for which people will seek help
at the tenple.

2. The problens that Sol onmon antici pates are the sanme as those
in Lev. 26. He is seeking a solution to the threat of Lev.
26.

3. God's answer differs subtly from Sol onbn's request.

B. The Structure of the Prayer

See the grid chart. Each segnment of the prayer is an "if-then"

statenent, and includes nost or all of these pieces, which forma

chi asm

1. Ik
a) A description of national disaster.

b) A recognition that this nay result from spiritual disaster
(sin). God uses disasters to chastise his people for their

sin.

c) The people perform sone religious cerenpny, usually repentance
and prayer.

d) The prayer is directed toward the tenple that Sol onon has j ust
built. (The center of the chiasm clearly, this is where
Sol onon' s attention has focused.)
2. THEN:
a) God should hear from heaven

b) He should forgive the spiritual problem

1



c) He should sol ve the physical problem

3. This prayer shows that, in Solonon's mnd, the purpose of the
sanctuary was quite different fromthat of the Tabernacle. The
Tabernacl e was a nmechanismfor God to dwell in the nmidst of a

pil gri mpeople (Exod. 25:8). The Tenple was a neans for a settled
people to petition God. One enphasi zes God com ng to his peopl e;
t he ot her enphasi zes the people coning to God.

C. The Prayer and Lev. 26

Conpare the problens anticipated in Lev. 26 and those that Sol onpn
wants to solve. Run across the di sasters that are descri bed: 6: 24,
26, 28, 34, 36

Lev. 26 2 Chr. 6

1. Pl ague 14 28

2. Drought 18 26

3. WId beasts 21 (28)
4. |l nvasion, siege 23 28

5. Exile 27 36

6. Aggression 24, 34

The last is interesting. Sol onpn seeks God's help, not only to
restore the people when they sin, but as an inplenment of col onial
expansi on.

CGod' s Answer
God's answer, in 7:13-14, follows the basic outline of Sol onon's
prayer, but certain points are worth enphasi zi ng.

1. The point about the tenple is gone conpletely! Solonpbn is al nbst
trying to nake the tenple magical in sone way. God refuses to be
controlled by a nagical god box.

2. The requirenents for being heard, in 7:14, are quite specific.
Sol onon sonetines requires only prayer or confession. God
requires these el enents:

a) "called by ny nane." There are two ki nds of people in the
worl d: those who are God's people, and those who are not. EX:
W are "Christians," those who belong to Christ. W are call ed
by hi s nane. Only those who are his have any basis to expect
his help in the disasters of life.

b) "hunble thenselves." As long as we think we know it all, we
are wi thout hope, for God cannot speak to us. Humlity is the
attitude that nmakes us receptive to what others have to say.
Before we ask God for the fix, we nust hear what he has to say
about our sin.

c) "pray." This is the main thing that Sol onon had in mnd, but
it is only effective in the context of these other things.

2



d) "seek ny face." This idiomoccurs in two narrative contexts:
1) 1 Kings 10: 24, "all the earth sought Sol onpbn's face, to
hear his w sdont
2) 2 Sam 21:1, "there was a fanine, ... and David sought the
Lord's face, and the Lord answered, 'It is for Saul."'"
Thus the attitude seens to be to seek for guidance, for
advice. W are not only to ask the Lord to sol ve our problem
but we are to seek his wi sdom for our ensuing decisions. This
is what ensures that we will not fall back into the sanme
pr obl em
e) "turn fromtheir w cked ways." The evi dence of real spiritua
life is that we do not persist in our sin.

3. In 7:13, God prom ses deliverance only from drought, | ocusts, and
pestil ence, the local disasters. He says nothing about foreign
i nvasi on.

There seens to be a scal e of disasters.
a) In Lev. 26, the order is pestilence, then drought, then
beasts, then invasion, siege, and exile.
b) Compare 2 Sam 24:13-14, where David chooses pestil ence or
fanmi ne over mlitary defeat.
Thus the suggestion is that if the people heed the early
war ni ngs, they can turn back to God, but when their sin is bad
enough to require external intervention, they can hope for little
relief. By then, they have so hardened their hearts that any
repentance is likely to be feigned.

E. Application
Here is a roadmap for how we are to wal k before the Lord. If we
trust in aritual, we will never reach him Only a persona
relationship of hunility and dependence on himw Il bring happi ness.



