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A. The overall chiasmof 11-13

1

Quter | ayer: enphasizes their responsibilities to God, and how
they have failed in them

a) 11:1-15 The Covenant --> ch. 14-17 (cf. Deut. 28; Lev. 26)
b) 13:15-27 Call to Repent --> royal enphasis, ch.21-23

Second | ayer: Object | essons describing the conm ng judgnent.

a) 11:16-17, Object Lesson: The dive Tree

b) 13:1-12a bject Lessons: Loincloth--0ok --> ch.247? effect of
goi ng to Mesopot ani a

c) 13:12b-14 Object lesson: Bottle--ok --> ch.18-19, potter's

Third layer: God will preserve through suffering.

a) 11:18-12:6 Danger to Jerem ah: interchange p --> ch. 20 and
passim

b) 12:7-17 Cod's Heritage--ok --> ch. 25

Detail ed argunent of the Call to Repent.
a) Syntax: Two cycles, followi ng the same pattern.
b) Semantics: within each cycle, we see two novenents.
1) Each begi ns addressing the people in the plural, and ends
addressing the city (Jerusalen) in the feninine singular;

move fromindividual to the community.

2) Each begi ns warni ng of judgnent if they do not repent; each
ends announci ng judgnent because they have sinned.

3) Application: We thus contrast individual repentance wth
corporate judgnent. The city as a whole will suffer for the
sin of the people; restoration can only cone through
i ndi vidual turning to the Lord.

B. 13:15-22 First Cycle
The first cycle has three steps: First the people as individuals,
then the king and his nmother as their | eaders and representatives,
and finally the city as a corporate unit.

1

15-17 (to People, plural) Hear the Lord or suffer judgnent.
We begin with the people described in the plural, to enphasize
their individual responsibility.

The warning is presented through a contrast. First, hear the Lord

and honor himto avoid judgnent. Second, if you will not hear
this warning (fem nine suffix, cf. 5:20), the Lord's flock will
be scattered. The enphasis on "hear" and "your God" |inks us back

to the covenant section at the beginning: 11:4,6,7,10
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a) The positive exhortation: twice, each with its own notive.
1) 15, Listen, because the Lord has spoken.

a> The exhortation has three parts. Application: This sane
progression applies to us in being receptive to the Wrd

of God.

1> "Hear." The nobst passive. "Did you hear that?" Does
not involve any effort. W do this by sitting in
sernons, just |istening.

2> "G ve ear." Now he exhorts themto pay close

attention, to strain their ears. W do this when we
diligently study the Scriptures for oursel ves.

3> "Be not proud" or haughty. This is the great obstacle
to our hearing fromthe Lord: the sense that we
al ready know everything we need to know, and he has
nothing to tell us.

b> The notive for listening in this close, attentive way is
that "the Lord has spoken." These are not the words of
sone second-rate conmedi an we are being asked to receive,
but the revelation of the |iving God.

2) 16, Honor the Lord, before judgnment cones!

a> Now he exhorts the people to give honor to the Lord. It
is not enough to recei ve what God says. That should | ead
us to worship and praise him to glorify himfor hiw
excel l ence as revealed in his word.

b> The notive this tine is the judgnment that otherwi se wll
irrevocably creep over them described as darkness in
whi ch they stunble. Conpare the words of the Lord Jesus:
"I amthe light of the world. He who foll ows ne shal

not wal k i n darkness, but shall have the light of life"
(John 8:12). The world, full of sin, is |like a rough
dark road that will neke us fall if we try to wal k on

it. God is like a lantern, and his word is the |ight
that conmes fromthe lantern, to guide us and show us
where we shoul d go.

b) The negative exhortation: if you do not heed the warning

that God is giving you, | will weap over the captivity that
you, the Lord's sheep, will suffer.
18-19 (to King and queen-nother) Your realmw |l be din nished

and finally taken captive.

Here Jerem ah turns fromindividuals to the rulers, who represent
the country as a whol e.

a) The reference here is probably not to a queen as we think of
her, the consort of the King, but rather to the king's
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nmot her. Exx: Asa and Maacah (1 Kings 15:13); Jehoiachin and
Nehushta (2 Kings 24:8,12,15; naned first after the king).
Perhaps a fulfillnment of Isa. 3:12, "as for ny peopl e,
children are their oppressors, and wonen rule over them™
The latter kings of Judah never got out from under their
mot her' s coattail s.

b) The prophet exhorts themto take a hunbl e seat and watch
their real mdisintegrate. Note the progress of the eneny.

1) First, they |ose their headgear, their glorious crown, as
t he eneny subjugates Jerusalem the capital.

2) Then, even the cities in the south are besieged. These lie
at the opposite end of the country from where the eneny
entered. They can only be besieged if everything else is
gone.

3) Finally, the entire nation is taken capti ve.

20-22 (to Jerusalem singular femnine, cf. v.27) You will suffer
greatly because of your great iniquity.

Finally, he speaks in the singular, using the fem nine to
represent the nation as a wonan. The real point of this is the
nmet aphor of spiritual adultery that we have been observi ng since
Jer 2.

The line of argunent shifts here. In 15-17 the argunent was,
"Repent to avoid judgnent." Here it is, "Judgnent is coning
because of your sin."

a) 20-21 describe the judgnent.

1) 20, The flock that was given to her for safekeeping is
scattered. She has failed in the single nbpst inportant
responsibility that a shepherdess has: "Littl e BoPeep has
| ost her sheep.”

2) 2la, Her |l overs becone her | ords.
Several technical points to note here before we get to the
poi nt .

a> The word rendered "captains" in the AV has another, nore
comon neaning, "intimate friend, lover." It is used to
refer to a spouse in Prov. 2:17 and Jer. 3:4, and here
probably refers to |overs, the foreign nations (Babyl on
and Egypt) to whom Judah had | ooked for hel p when she
shoul d have sought out the Lord.

b> Syntax is difficult. | prefer to render thus: "Wat wll
you say when [the Lord] appoints those whom you have
taught to be your |l overs to be your head?"



c> Meani ng: Judah has turned fromthe Lord and sought out
other lovers. Now the Lord will appoint them as her
| ord.

d> Application: Judah's situation is surprisingly

contenporary. She did not want the constraint of being
submi ssive to her husband, as people today do not want
the constraints of nmarri age. She thought she could avoid
it, as people today go after other lovers. As then, so
today, the relations that we think are so "li berating"
end up ensl aving us; those whom we have chosen to be our
Il overs end up ruling us.

3) 21b. As a result of these disasters, she is seized with
pain, as a wonan in childbirth.

b) 22a gives the reason for this judgnent: "the greatness of
thine iniquity."

c) 22b, a final metaphor for the judgnent itself: she is
stri pped naked to her shane. Hos. 2:3 suggests that this was
a judgnent on adul terous wonen.

C. 23-27, Second Cycle
This time, the king and queen-nobt her are represented only by
the Lord speaking to them about the people in the third
per son.

1

23 (to People, plural) You cannot change (but the
inplication is that this is their only escape). They have
grown so accustoned to evil that it has becone a part of
their nature, like the black skin of the Ethiopian or the
spots of the | eopard.

24 (to King and queen nother, about the nation) | wll
scatter them as the chaff (the hulls of the grain) is bl own
away by the w nd.

25-27 (to Jerusalem fem nine singular) You will be judged
because of your sin.

Here we have the sane argunent presented tw ce, once
literally and once using the adultery netaphor.

a) 25, literal. Their sin is forgetting the Lord, and trusting
in The Lie. This refers to two things: the |ying idols,
fal se gods that can teach no truth; and the |ying prophets
who assured the people that all was well even as they
si nned.

b) 26-27, illustration using the netaphor of adultery.

1) The judgment: again, she is stripped naked and ashaned, as
in v.22.



2) The reason: her blatantly | ewd behavi or, "neighing" after
her paranpurs like a wild ass in season (2:24).

D. Application: The shift fromplural to singular along with
the shift from di scussi on of repentance to judgnent for sin
is inmportant. W can and do suffer for the sins of others.
The whol e body suffers if any part is ill, 1 Cor. 12; cf.
Achan in the canp of Israel. But repentance nust be
i ndi vidual. Each of us nust receive Jesus Christ as God's
savior to deliver us from our sin.

ANALYSI S
A. 13:15-22, First Cycle

1. 15-17 contrast p (pl): Hear the Lord, don't be proud, or the
flock will be captured.
a) result p:
1) reason p: Hear the Lord!
a> text:
1> 15 $IM (W
2> W/ HA ) AZI Y NW
3> )AL-T. |1 G B. FHW
b> reason: K1Y Y:HWH D.IB."R
2) reason p: Honor the Lord, before judgnent cones!
a> text: 16 T.:NW LA/ YHWFH ): ELOH'Y/ KEM K. FBOAD
b> reason:
1> B.:/+EREM YAX: $I K
2> W/ B:/+EREM YI T: NAG : PW RAG L"Y/ KEM ( AL- HFR'Y NF$EP
3> W/ QWIYTEM L: /) OAR
4> W/ &M FH. L:/ CAL: MFVET
5> *YF$I YT **W $I YT LA/ (: ARFPEL
b) condition: O herwise | nust nourn for you.
1) if: 17 W/)IMLO TI$: MF(W/HF
2) then: reason p
a> text:
1> B.:/MSTFRIYMT.IB:K EH NAP: $/1Y M/P.: N'Y G'WH
2> W/DFMO(A T.1D:MA( W/T'"RAD ("YNIY D.IM (FH
b> reason: K 1Y N $:B. FH ("DER Y: HWFH S

2. 18-19 quote p: to king and queen (plural): Your realmw |l be
di m ni shed and finally taken capti ve.
a) quote f: 18 ): EMOR LA/ M ELEK: W/ LA/ G : Bl YRFH
b) quote: reason p: Sit and nourn, for the cities perish.
1) text:
a> HA/ $: P. | YLW
b> $"BW
2) reason: progress of the eneny: K IY
a> YFRAD MAR: ) : ASOM™ Y/ KEM (: A+ERET T.1P:)AR T./: KEM
b> neg. ant. para
1> 19 (FR'Y HA/ N. EGEB SUG : RW
2> W/)"YN P. OT" XA
c> coordinate p



1> HFG LFT Y: HW DFH K. UL. / FH.
2> HFG LFT $: LOWM YM S

3. 20-22 reason p: singular femnine (the city? the country?). You
will suffer greatly because of your great iniquity.
a) text: result p
1) cause-1: awareness p: The flock is scattered
a> quote f
1> 20 *&)IY **& )W ("YN'Y/ KEM
2> *WR)IY *WR )W HA/B.F)| YM M C. FPOMN
b> quote: )AY."H HF/ ("DER NIT. AN L/FK: ZONT.IP:)ART./"K
2) cause-2: comment p: Forner allies becone |ords
a> text: 21 MMHT.OMRY K 1Y-YIP:QOD (FLAY/IK: {X} L:/ROS$
b> coment (X): W/)AT.: LIMAD: T.: )OI/ FM (FLAY/ I K: )AL. UPI Y

3) result: H A/ LON X ABFLIYM YO X: EZW/K: K.:/MOW)"$ET L"DFH
b) reason: reason p
1) text: quote p
a> quote f: 22 W/KIY TOMR'Y B.|1/L: BFB/"K:
b> quote: MAD.W (A QRF)UNY )"L.EH
2) reason: B.:/ROB (: AWON "K:
a> Nl G LW 3$W LAYI K
b> NEX: M SW (: AQ'BFY/ I K:

B. 23-27, Second Cycle

1. 23-24 result p (pl): You cannot change, so | wll scatter
you.
a) text: illustration p
1) illustration: 23 H A/ YAH APOK: K W$IY (ONR ON W/ NFM' R

X: ABAR: B. UROT/ FYW
2) text: GAM))AT.EMT.WK: LW L:/H'Y+lYB LIMUD'Y HFR'(A
b) result: 24 WN):API YO "M K. :/ QA$- (OMB"R L: / RW XA M D: B. FR

2. 25-27 illustration p enbedding reason p (singular fen): You wll
be judged because of your sin.
a) text: reason p: You will be judged because you have

forgotten ne.

1) text: 25 ZEH GOANRFL/"K: M NFT-MD. AY/ I K2 M/)IT. /1Y
N: ) UM Y: HWFH

2) reason: ):A$ER
a> $FKAXAT.: YOM/ 1Y
b> WWT.IB:+: XIY B. A/$. FQER

b) illustration: reason p: You will be shaned because of your
uncl eanness.
1) text: result p: | will strip you so that you are shaned.

a> text: 26 W/ GAM ): ANl Y XF&AP: T. 1Y $W LAY/ I K
(AL- P. FNFY/ | K:
b> result: W/NR)FH Q LOW "K:
2) reason: conclusion p
a> evidence: ... RRAIYTIY $IQ WCFY/I K:
1> 27 NI) UPAY/ | K:
2> W/ M C. H ALONTAY/ | K:
3> ZIMAT ZZNWT/"K: (AL-G : BF(OM B. A/ & FDEH
b> concl usi on:



1> )OW L/ FK: Y: RWS$FLAI M
2> LO TlI+:H ARIY )AX AR'Y MFTAY (0D P



