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A. Overvi ew
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Chi astic again. Once again we hear of sin and judgnent, and the
call to nourning.

a) Quter |l ayer: enphasizes their responsibilities to God, and how
they have failed in them
1) 11:1-15 The Covenant --> ch. 14-17 (cf. Deut. 28; Lev. 26)
2) 13:15-27 Call to Repent --> royal enphasis, ch.21-23

b) Second | ayer: Object | essons describing the com ng judgnent.
1) 11:16-17, (bject Lesson: The Aive Tree
2) 13:1-12a bject Lessons: Loincloth--ok --> ch.24? effect of
goi ng to Mesopot ani a
3) 13:12b-14 Object |esson: Bottle--o0ok --> ch.18-19, potter's

c) Third layer: God will preserve through suffering.
1) 11:18-12:6 Danger to Jereniah: interchange p --> ch. 20 and
passim
2) 12:7-17 CGod's Heritage--ok --> ch. 25

:16-17 Object Lesson: The Lord destroys his olive tree.

Structure: An augnented alternation ABABC. twi ce we have the
Lord's favor toward Israel as his olive tree, foll owed by
his wath against it, and at the end the reason.

a) Favor:

1) 17a, he is the one who planted it, and who has thus waited
patiently for its produce.

2) 16a, he nanmes it "verdant, beautiful, fruitful." Understand
this in the context of 17a. Like parents who record their
aspirations in the nane of a child, the Lord has naned his
tree according to his expectations for it. As in the case of
the vineyard of Isa. 5, these expectations are not
sati sfi ed.

b) Wath: He "speaks evil against" it, burning it and breaking
its branches.

c) The reason, 17b: The nation's sin of idolatry. Note, "which
t hey have done agai nst thenselves. |In sinning agai nst the
Lord, we nove ourselves fromthe way of blessing to the
pl ace of cursing, and thus harm oursel ves.

Conpare the image of the vine in Isa. 5 and Jer. 2:21; 5:10,
where the expected fruit is not forthconi ng, and so the
mast er destroys the plantation. This sort of action is even
nore drastic in terns of an olive tree, which takes ten
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years or nore to bear fruit. Cf. Deut. 20:19, 20, the

| sraelites were forbidden to destroy fruit-bearing trees in
t he course of conquering the | and, because of their val ue.
So this image is an anplification of Isa. 5 and Jer. 5:10.

3. The third clause in v.16 may lie behind Rom 11, where Paul
pi cks up the image of the olive tree with broken branches
and shows how this judgnent had the effect of bringing
gentiles into the people of God.

C. 11:18-12:6 Danger to Jerem ah
Here for the first time we see a thenme that becones
i ncreasingly inportant as the book progresses: the personal
threats to Jerem ah by the peopl e around hi m because of his
faithful presentation of the word of God. As he becones
aware of this danger, we evesdrop on a conversati on between
hi m and the Lord.

Application: "All who will live godly in Christ Jesus shal
suffer persecution,” 2 Tim 3:12. If we determ ne to serve
the Lord with all of our heart, we will suffer for it.

1. 11:18-20 Through the Lord's revelation, Jerem ah realizes
hi s danger, and asks the Lord to avenge him

a) v.18, "The Lord gave ne know edge of it, that | m ght know
it." Jerem ah was ignorant of their opposition, until the
Lord showed it to him

Application: We may be unaware of it at first, as Jeremn ah
was, until the Lord reveals it to us. In fact, if our
attitude toward those around us is one of |ove, we shoul d
"bear, believe, hope, endure all things" (1 Cor. 13). An
attitude of defensive suspicion toward God's people is not

heal thy. The Lord will show us their fal seness in due tine.
Need to balance this with "wi se as serpents, gentle as
doves. "

b) v.19 and | ater verses show us the nature of the threat.

1) 21: These are nen of Anathoth, his hone town (1:1). As with
the Lord Jesus, "A prophet is w thout honor in his own
country."

2) 19: He was like an aninal being led to slaughter, the object
of conspiracy ainmed at his destruction. This is not
second-| eague persecution, but a plot against his very life.

3) 21: They nmade a direct threat to Jeremi ah: "If you won't
prophesy any nore, then we won't Kill you." The nobst bl atant
form of bullying.

c) v.20, he turns to the Lord for vengeance. "Vengeance is
mne, | will repay." Had he sought to avenge hinsel f, he
woul d have made his mnistry without effect.
2. 11:21-23 The Lord promses to bring the requested judgnent. They
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had intended to destroy only Jereniah; the Lord will w pe out not
only thembut their famlies as well.

12: 1-4 Jerem ah urges the Lord to bring his judgnent quickly. He
expresses confidence in the Lord's justice, and on that basis
asks two questi ons.

a) la, Hi s Confidence. He believes that the Lord is righteous,
but the pressure is getting greater, and he is anxious. So
he brings the two great questions that have perpl exed God's
peopl e through all ages.

b) 1b-3, First Question: Wiy do the w cked prosper?
Jerem ah makes three observati ons and one request.
1) They seemto be the recipients of your choicest bounty.
2) Yet they are superficial hypocrites.
3) I, whom they oppose, serve you faithfully.
4) So you shoul d destroy them

c) 4, Second Question: How long will this continue?
Jereni ah recogni zes that God's judgnent agai nst the w cked
will mar the fruitful ness of the |Iand, and asks how | ong

this must continue. Two things to note:

1) Note the ecol ogi cal perspective here! He wants to preserve
the animals and plants. Man was placed on the earth to rule
it for God, and has no right to abuse or destroy it
want onl y.

2) Man's sin brings sorrow to the rest of creation. This is the
case in the fam ne that God brought on Jerem ah's day (cf.
14:1) as a formof judgnent; it is even nore vivid in the
result of the Fall, bringing thorns and thistles to the
field (Gen. 3:18; cf. Rom 8:20, "the creature was nade
subj ect to vanity").

12:5-6 The Lord exhorts himto be ready for a | ot nore before
it's over. Two parabl es about the need to be tough, followed by a
war ni ng.

a) His Adversaries. |If foot-racers wear you out, what wll
happen when the horses cone al ong? So far, you have been
opposed by nere amateurs, people whose strength is
conparable to your own. VWhat will happen when you are
opposed by those whose strength is greater than you own?
These are sinply your villagers. Wat happens when the King
and the court turn against you, as we will see |later?

Application: In fact, we can race with horses. W can
survive the contest with those who seem nore powerful than
we, because the one who is in us is greater than he who is
in the worl d.

b) H s Environment. Now you trust in the | and of peace, the
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|l and of shalom You are faniliar with Jerusal em and

Anat hoth; it is a place where you are secure. The pride of
Jordan is a jungle, where in earlier tines lions |urked:
49:19; 50:44; Zech. 11:3. If you falter in an environment

t hat you know well, what will you do when you are placed in
a hostile one (such as Egypt, after the fall of Jerusalem?
A point that needs to be nmade with nissionaries: if you
can't do the Lord's work here in your own culture, how wll
you ever do it in a foreign culture?

c) V.6 enphasizes the nature of the opposition that he faces.

Hs own fanily nenbers

1) act treacherously against him The word indi cates breach of
covenant, suggesting that famly relations in general are a
form of covenant.

2) cry after himwith a | oud voice, as though one were pursuing
a thief or a murderer. They treat himas an outl aw.

Therefore, even when they speak kind words to him he nust

not believe them but recognize their true aninosity.

Applicati on:

a) How to handl e opposition: Commit it to the Lord.

b) The nature of answered prayer. Jereni ah gets what he
requests, but not when he requests it. God will avenge him
but he will have to suffer a bunch nore first.

Hym: Ps. 41, cf. v.9.

ANALYSI S

11:

16-17 Sunmary illustration: The Lord destroys his own

olive tree.

PONR

16 ZAYI T RA(: ANFN Y: P'H P: Rl Y-TO AR QFRF) Y: HWFH $: M " K:
L:/QONL H: A/ MV L. FH G DOLFH HI C. I YT )"$ (FLEYHF

W/ RF(W D. FLIY. ONT/ FYW

17 WA/ YHWFH C: BF) OAT HA/ N. OM" (A ) OM/ FK: D. | B. ER
(FLAY/ | K: RF(FH B.1G LAL RF(AT B."YT- YI& RF)"L W/B"YT
Y: HWDFH ) : ASER (F&W L/ FHEM L:/HAK: (1 S/"NI'Y L:/ QA+ "R
LA/ B. F(AL S

:18-12: 6 Danger to Jereniah: interchange p --> ch. 20 and passim

iu (Jer): notivated speech p "Deliver ne, because | now realize
that | amthreatened by ny enenmies." (chiastic with 12:1-3;
Lundbom 100- 101)
a) notivation: awareness p
1) awar eness f
a> 18 WA YHWH HOWDI Y( A/ NI'Y
b> WF/ )" DF( FH
c> )FZ HR ) I YTA/NIY MA(AL: L"Y/ HEM
2) text: ampl p
a> text: 19 WN): ANIY K. :/KEBE& )AL. WP YW BAL LI/ +: BOANKA
b> anpl: quote p
1> quote f: W/LO-YFDA(: T.1Y K. IY-(FL/AY XF$: BW MAX: ASFE

2> quote: result p



b)

Cu

b)

cu

b)

a: text: illustration p
1: figure: NA$: XI YTFH ("C B.:/LAX: M OV
2: text: W/NK R T/ ENW M/)EREC XAY. | YM
b: result: W/$ MOWLO-YIZ FK'R (OND
quote: reason p
1) text: 20 WA YHWH C:. BF) OM $OP"+ CEDEQ B. OX"N C. : LFYOAT
WF/L"B )ER )EH NI Q MFT/ : KF M'/ HEM
2) reason: K1Y )"LEYYKF GIL.IYTIY )ET-RIYB/IY S
(YHWH): quote p "I will judge them™"
quote f: sunmmary p
1) text: comment p
a> text: 21 LFK'N K OH)FMAR Y: HWH (AL-) AN: $"Y (: ANFTOANT
b> coment: quote p
1> quote f: HA/ M BAQ $1 YM ) ET- NAP: $/: KF L"/) MOR
2> quot e:
a:. LO TINFB"') B.:/$"MY: HAFH
b: W/LO TFMWT B.:/YFD "NW S
2) sunmary: 22 LFK'N K. CH ) FMAR Y: HWFH C:. BF) OAT
quote: anmpl p
1) text: HHNNIY POQ'D (:AL"Y/ HEM
2) anpl: reason p
a> text:
1> HA/ B. AXW Rl YM YFMUTW BA/ XEREB
2> B.: N'Y/ HEM W/ B: NOM™" Y/ HEM YFEMUTW B. F/ RF( FB
3> 23 W/S$:)"RIYT LO TIH YEH L/ FHEM
b> reason: K I1Y-)FBlY) RF(FH )EL-)AN $"Y (: ANFTOAT $: NAT
P.: QUD. FT/FM S
(Jer): quote p: "Don't delay, Lord; do it now "
quote f:
1) 12:1 CAD. I YQ )AT.FH Y: HWH K. I Y )FRI YB ) "L/ EYKF
2) JAK: M $:P. F+l YM): ADAB. "R ) OM/ FK:
quote: two questions
1) anpl: Wiay do the wi cked prosper?
a> text: MAD. W (A D EREK R $F(I1YM CFL" XFH
b> anpl :
1> their prosperity
a: $FLW K FL-B. OG Y BFGED
b: 2 N+A(:T./FM
c: G AM $ORFSW
d: Y"L: KW
e: G AM (F&W PERIY
their sin: QFROAB ) AT. FH B. :/ Pl Y/ HEM W / RFXOMND
M /K |IL: YOM" Y HEM
3> jer's righteousness
a: 3 W/)AT.FH Y: HWH Y: DA(: T./FNI'Y
b: T.IR)/"NY
c: W/BFXAN:T.F LIB./1Y )IT./FK
4> i nprecation
a: HAT.IQ "MK :/CO N L:/+IB: XFH
b: W/HAQD.I$/"ML:/YOWM H AR"GFH S
2) anpl: How long will this continue?

2>

a> text: 4 (AD-MFTAY T.E): EBAL HF/ ) FREC W/ (" &EB K. FL- HA/ & FLC

Yl YBF$ M'/ RF(AT YG$: B" Y- B/ FH.
b> anpl :



1> SFP: TFH B: H' MOWM WF/ ( ONP
2> K 1Y )FMRW LO YIR )EH )ET-)AX: AR YT/ " NW
ru (YHWH): "You'll have to endure a lot nore before it's over."
a) conditional p
1) if: seq p
a> setting: 5 K1Y )ET-RAG LI YM RAC. T. FH
b> bu-n: WA/ Y. AL: ) W/ KF
2) then: W/)"YK: T.:TAX: AREH ) ET-HA/ S. W SI YM
b) conditional p
1) if : W/B:/)EREC $FLOM ) AT. FH BOM" XA
2) then: W/)"YK T.A(:AEH B.1/G)OM HA/ Y. AR D. "N
c) 6 K1Y GAM) AXEY/ KF W/B"YT-)FBI Y KF G AMH'M FH B. FG DW
B/ FK:
d GAMHMFH QFR )W ) AX: AREY/ KF MFL")
e) JAL-T.A): AM'N B./ FM
f) KI1Y-Y:DAB.: RW )"LEY/ KF +OABOM S



