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A. Historical Background
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The churches: the only ones we know of Paul founding in the area
of Galatia are the ones on the first nissionary journey: Lystra,
| conium Derbe, Antioch in Pisidia (Acts 13:14-14:28; all of the
first journey except for Cyprus). Furthernore, this is the only

correspondence we have with these churches.

The Judai zi ng npvenent
See Acts 15:1 for the issue: need to be circuntised to be saved.

The i ssues

a) The gospel --are we saved by keeping the law, or by believing

in Christ?

1) Or: Salvation by faith.

2) First century Judaism by works. Deviation fromthe true OT
faith, just as the RCC has deviated fromthe true Christian
t eachi ng.

3) So Paul's gospel, though true to the OI, is at odds with
the Jewi sh teaching of his tine.

b) Paul's authority--their way of attacking his gospel. He was
different fromthe other apostles, therefore sone felt he was
i nferior:
1) not sent out by Christ during his earthly sojourn, as were
t he el even;
2) nor ordained by the Jerusal em church, as was Matthias (Acts
1).

The date: perhaps the earliest of Paul's epistles. The first two
chapters seemto relate a list of visits by Paul to Jerusal em
and only two are there. Thus before Acts 15. (But the chronol ogy
is very tight.)

B. Overall Structure
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2.

3.

1:1-5 Letter opening
1: 6-10 The conflict: "another gospel”

1:11-5:1 Doctri ne
a) 1:11-2:14, Paul's Authority
1) 1:15-2:10, independent of Jerusal em
2) 2:11-14, authoritative over a Jerusal em apostl e
b) 2:15-21, transition
c) 3:1-5:1, Paul's Teaching
1) 3:5-4:11, Salvation: by law or faith?
2) 4:12-5:1, Gowh: by flesh or spirit?



4. 5:2-6:10 Application
a) 5:2-12, the fal se brethren
b) 5:13-6:10, the true brethren

5. 6:11-17, The Conflict: circuntision
6. 6:18, Letter closing

C. Analysis of the Opening, 1:1-5
Si x standard parts--only Eph. has all six. Wat is included or |eft
out; and the way the included pieces are devel oped, tells us a | ot
about the tone of the letter. | did a detailed collation of al
thirteen openings, and here will highlight what is distinctive about
Gal ati ans.

1. From

a) Apostle: one sent out. Three kinds in the NT, dependi ng on who
does the sendi ng.
1) God the Father sent the Lord Jesus, Heb. 3:1
2) God the Son sent out the twelve plus Paul on the road to

Damascus
3) God the Spirit sent out missionaries through the churches;
cf. Acts 13, and Phil. 2:25 (Epaphroditus).

b) Paul enphasizes that he wites as the second category, equa
with the twel ve.
1) "By the will of God" in 1,2 Cor, Eph, Col, 2 Tim
2) "By the comandnment of God and Christ" in 1 Tim
3) Gl has the npbst devel oped def ense!

c) Details:
1) "Not of nmen nor by nman."

a> Envi sions a group charteri ng soneone, and then the | eader
I ayi ng hands on himand sending himout. Cf. Acts 1:14ff.
Paul was in fact sent out thus from Anti och, but he is not
referring to that apostl eship here.

b> Hi s adversari es probably conpl ai ned that he did not have
adequat e human credentials: Jerusal em had not recogni zed
him (as they had Matthias in Acts 1). Paul replies that
i ndeed they did not--his authority has a hi gher source
and flows through a hi gher channel.

2) "But by Jesus Christ and God the Father"

a> |t is Christ, not Peter or soneone el se at Jerusal em who
has sent him

b> Note the contrast, "not by man ... but by Jesus Christ."
Shows t hat Paul conceives of Christ as far nore than a
man.



c> Expect "of God the Father"” to show that God is the
source; and this is certainly true, but he places God
with Christ as the channel as well. Hi s authority is
di vi ne and unnedi at ed.

d> "Who raised himfromthe dead." The other apostles were
sent by Christ during his earthly life of hunmiliation;
Paul , by the risen and glorified Christ. |If anything,
his apostleship is greater than theirs!

d) "and all the brethren which are with ne." This is the only
epistle in which the cosenders are nentioned only as a group,
but not naned.

1) Not to deenphasize them-Rom 1 Cor, Eph. have no ot hers at
all. Paul could have witten w thout nentioning others.
That he does nention them neans there is sone reason for
it.

2) Indicates that he has di scussed the case with the others
where he presently is (Antioch?), and they unani nously
support his position on the matter. Motives:
a> He does not need their authority, but does want to
filter his rebuke through the w sdom of others.

b> Because of the dual issue (not just the gospel, but also
Paul 's apostolic authority), he wants to |l et them know
that correction on the issue of the gospel is not just
reaction to their rejection of his authority.

To "the churches of Galatia." To every other church, he
wites that they are "saints", or that the church is "in God
and the LJC." There is no such assurance here. He is sorely
fearful for their spiritual well-being. NB: Just because
someone professes to be a believer is no reason to assune
that they are. What does their life say? cf. 4:20.

Greeting--This is the only epistle to go beyond the basic
"Grace [to you/nercy] and peace, from God our Father and the
LJC. " The expansi on devel ops the basic i deas of the gospel:

a) ...our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave hinself for our

sins.--The substitutionary sacrifice of Christ, the saving

act .

1) "Gave hinmself." More forceful than just "died," as in 1 Cor
15: 3. Thi s enphasi zes his purposeful choice. It was not an
accident; he did not submt reluctantly.

2) "for ... sins."” Not just as an exanple, or to show the
wi ckedness of nen, but to deal with our sin as a sacrifice.

3) Note the "first person of faith.” This is true of all who
can i nclude thenselves with Paul in saying, "for our sins."

b) that he m ght deliver us fromthis present evil age.--The
result of Christ's sacrifice.
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1) The "present age" is characterized by sin and "vanity." Two
great ages, Eph. 1:21: the present age and the age to coneg,
separated by the Lord's return

2) "Deliver us." Rescue. He has died for us so that he can take
us out of this system Happens both now (in the newlife and
deliverance fromsin that he gives us) and at his coning,
when t he new age cones.

c) according to the will of God and our Father.--The cause of
Christ's sacrifice.
1) Not nmking up for sone failing in God's plan, but according
to is.
2) The thought here is of God's electing |love. Note, "will of
our God and Father." That is, the will of God in his
capacity as our Father.

Doxol ogy--Appears in Gal. and 2 Cor., the only letters to
churches w thout thanksgi ving sections, and containing the
strongest rebukes of his church letters. He will praise God,
but nmust do it for God's own attri butes, since he sees no
fruit in their lives.

Thanks--none here. There is nothing he can thank God for in
their case. Cf. 2 Cor, 1 Tim which al so exclude thanks.

Request - - None here (or in 2 Cor, 1 Tim-the other two
"rebuke" letters).



