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A. 6:11, Paul's Personal d osing
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Ref. is not to "what a large letter" (AV), but to "wi th what
large letters. ™

Paul's customis to let a secretary wite his materi al,
adding only the last bit in his own hand: 1 Cor. 16:21; Col.
4:18; 2 Thes. 3:17f.

Here he sunmari zes the point of the epistle in the starkest
ternms, and does it in his own hand, in bold letters so that
Nno one can mss it. The Judai zers have been chall engi ng him
both his person (ch. 1-2), and his doctrine (3-6). So he
sets them and hinmself side by side for a final conparison.

B. 6:12-13, The Mdtives of the Judai zers
Presented as a chiasm CCearest if we start fromthe center.
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Their Fear: 12c, 13a. They are not practising Jews, but

hal fway Christians who are afraid of the persecution that
their faith brings on them So they attenpt to conproni se
with the Jews by advocating circuntision. They are not
advocating total | aw keepi ng; Paul suggests the need to keep
the entire law in 5:3 as an unexpected consequence of

ci rcunti si on.

Thei r Agenda, 12b, 13b: Get as many CGentil e converts
ci rcunti sed as possi bl e.

Their Purpose, 12a, 13c: Gory in the flesh--specifically
the flesh of the Gal atians! As David purchased M chal from
Saul with the foreskins of 200 Philistines (1 Sam 18:27),
so the Judai zers hope to keep the Jews off their backs by
showi ng that they are really bringing Gentiles into the
Jewi sh fol d.

:14-17, Paul's Boast

The bj ect of his boast: The Cross of Christ. This is a
striking statenent: the cross was so offensive in the
ancient world that it would never be nentioned in polite
conversation. It is its association with Christ that | eads
Paul to glory in it.

Its effect on him severs himfromany worldly notives or
anbi ti ons.

a) World crucified to him The dearest thing we have becones
abhorent when it dies. Al of the world's attractions are
now as appealing to us as a dead corpse.
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b) He crucified to the world. Thus we no | onger have any
appetites toward the world. A dead nman is not hungry, does
not lust for riches.

c) Phil. 3 is a good conmentary on this verse.

The purpose of this effect: "a new creature.” Death in
itself is nothing great, but death is a necessary door
t hrough which we pass to a new life.

"Nei t her circuntision nor uncircunctision." cf. 5:6. In fact,
unci rcuntision is no nore neritorious than uncircunti sion.
Just because he has shot down the Judai zers' position does
not nmean that the Gl ati ans should glory in being

unci rcunti sed (or, by extension, in deviating in any other
way fromthe Mosaic |law). Legal confornmity is utterly beside
the point. Being re-created in Christ is all that matters.

D. 6:16-18, d osing Prayer
He nakes request for three groups: "them" "ne," and "you".
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2.

16, Them (others who agree with his position). He has no
quarrel with them no matter how Jew sh they are.

Who are the "lIsrael of God"?

a) Ascensive, "even the Israel of God"? In the light of ch. 4
("Jerusalem ... is the nother of us all"), Phil. 3:3 ("we
are the circuntision"), Rom 2:29, we would not be surprised
i f Paul described the church as Israel. But in fact this
woul d be the only place that he would use the word of
Centiles. He does have a great deal to say (Rom 9-11) of
t he physical nation |Israel.

b) CGodly, believing Jews. This is NOT contrary to the tenor of
t he book, which opposes Judai zers who force circunti sion on
CGentiles, not Jews who believe while wal king according to
the custom of the fathers (cf. Acts 21:21-26).

c) A prayer for elect but still unbelieving Jews? Burton notes
that the order "grace and nercy" is backwards to what one
fi nds el sewhere, and suggests an understandi ng al ong the

lines of, "And as nany as wal k according to this rule, peace
[be] on them and |let there be nercy, even upon the | srael
of God." Then the sentinent here will be very nmuch |i ke Rom

10:1; 11:1; asking God to renenber his covenant faithful ness
with Israel, bringing theminto the enjoynent of sal vation
by grace through faith.

17, Me. He bears a sign nore neani ngful than circuntision:
the scars of his sufferings for the LJC. Therefore the
Judai zers shoul d stop persecuti ng and opposi ng him



18, You. Focuses in on the Galatians: he has said sone
pretty stout things about them but closes by greeting them
as "brethren," and prays for the Lord's grace with them

Wy "with your spirit,"” instead of "with you"?

a) "your spirit": Gl. 6:18; 1 Cor. 6:20 (Mr); Phm 1:25; Phl.
4:23 (not MI); 1 Thes. 5:23; cf. Rom 8:16. This is the
human spirit; the immaterial part viewed with respect to its
relation to God, not the Holy Spirit (cf. Rom 8:16). Wile
in other epistles he prays for God's grace to be with the
reci pients, here he focuses in a bit nore closely and
enphasi zes that organ with which they receive that grace. 1
Thes. 5:23 is particularly hel pful here: "May your spirit be
wi t hout flaw [singular, predicate position], and nay your
soul and body be kept blaneless.” Thus this is particularly
a prayer for their spiritual preservation and protection in
the Iight of the heresy raging around them

b) O her epistles:
1) "you all": Rom 16:24; 2 Cor. 13:14; Phl. 4:23; 2 Thes.
3:18; Tit. 3:15; Heb. 13: 25.
2) "you": Col. 4:18; 1 Thes. 5:28; 2 Tim 4:22 (!)
3) "thee": 1 Tim 6:21
4) "all them..": Eph. 6:24

Concl usi on

the end of his epistle, Paul takes the pen fromhis

secretary to add, not just a line of greeting, but a summary
defense of himself and his gospel agai nst those who are
chal | engi ng him

Hymms:

"In the Cross of Christ |I glory."
"When | survey the wondrous cross"
Phil. 3



