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A. Overvi ew

B

5:2-6:10 is the application section, and 5:13-6:10 is the nore
reasoned part of the argunent. Three nmjor structures donmi nate this
secti on:

1. A chiasmfromb5:13 through 6:2. Theme: danger of yielding in the
conflict of flesh vs. spirit.

2. An alternation from®6:1 through 6:5. Theme: correcting error in
beli evers' lives.

3. Anot her chiasm (or at least, inclusio), 6:6-10. Thene: providing
for other believers.

Not e t he nopbvenent through these three, from warni ng through
correction to positive hel p and encouragenent.

Al ternati on between 6:1-2 and 6: 3-5

Thenme: correcting error in believers' Ilifes.

Conbi nes exani nati on of others (first panel, 6:1-2) with exam nation
of one's self (second panel, 6:3-5), per Matt. 7:5 and 1 Cor. 11:27, 2¢
(though in reverse order here). After outlining WHAT the errors are

t hat cause problenms in the church, he now goes on to indicate HOW
beli evers should deal with them

Not e how vv. 1,2 do doubl e-duty, serving at once as the conpletion of
the earlier chiasmand the first panel of this alternation.

1. Dealing with the Errors of O hers (6:1-2)

a) The Cause (the error): trespass, 6: 1la.

"Overtaken," trapped. Sin in the unbeliever is wilful rebellion
against the law of God. In the believer, it is against the wll,
atrap into which we fall. This expressi on guards us agai nst twc
errors. One is thinking that a believer can never sin. The other
is thinking that a believer is free to sin flagrantly. Believers
do sin, but they do so "by accident,"” not in wlful rebellion
agai nst the Lord.

b) The Correction: by spiritual people (6:1b)
Three details of this correction require attention: its agents,
its purpose, and its nanner.

1) Agents: "You who are spiritual."” Correcting others is the
mnistry we all exercise nost casually, but it is properly
reserved only for the spiritual. Defined in 1 Cor. 2:14-3:4
and echoed in Rom 7-8.

The definition in Cor. characterizes the three kinds of
person in two di nensions: their apprehension of spiritua
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c)

2)

3)

truth, and (for those who are believers) their conduct.

Under st andi ng Conduct
Nat ur al "receives not" (not di scussed)
Car nal "mlk, not neat" v.3, like unsaved
Spi ri tual "judges all things" "is judged of no nman"

Thus the spiritual nman both has the Scriptural insight to

di scern right fromwong and to see the way out of probl ens,
and also is hinself blaneless, so that others will not go
pointing the finger back at him

This condition is the result of Christian growh, and is the
sane thing as "maturity,"” "being full of [not filled wth]
the Spirit."

Pur pose: "Restore.”" NOT pull down, but nmake right. Verb is
used of mending nets in the Gospels. The unbeliever (and
sonmetines an i nmature believer) may tear someone down in
order to nake oneself | ook better. The spiritual person does
it in order to make the other better. Cf. Col. 1:28, "that we
may present every nman perfect in Christ Jesus.”

Manner: "Spirit of Meekness." W studied this character in
5:23, as one facet of the Fruit of the Spirit: "a trust in
CGod that refuses to conmproni se obedi ence for self-enrichnent
or self-preservation." The spiritual corrector is |ooking out
for the other, not self; and is doing so trusting in God for
gui dance and direction.

The Caution: need to consider oneself (6:1c)

1)

2)

3)

Note shift fromplural to singular. Each individual corrector
must watch hinself very carefully.

"Considering” is present participle, enphasizing ongoing
action. Not just "check yourself out, then go at it." Rather,
exhorts the corrector to a continued alert for the dangers he
will face in the course of this action.

Pur pose: "lest thou also be tenpted."” At | east two dangers
need to be kept in mind here.

a> Through exposure to the sins of others. If we reach down
into the gutter to help others, we must be careful not to
slip and fall ourselves. Wen our attention is drawn to
ungodl y behavior in others, the adversary nay find
occasion to lead us to dwell on it and thus lure us into
si n.

b> Tenpted to go about the task in a prideful way, boasting
ourselves in our relative superiority and spirituality.
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d) The Cost: Bearing burdens (6:2)

1) Bearing burdens: taking on ourselves the pain of others.
Exanpl es: denyi ng ourselves so that a poor believer, perhaps
i npoveri shed through the effects of sin, can have food on the
table. Or the kind of confort that the friends of Lazarus
brought Mary and Martha, weeping together with them (John
11: 31, 33). It is not enough to stand al oof and read Bi bl e
verses. W are called to share their suffering--to deprive
ourselves in ways that will | essen their | oad.

2) "The law of Christ." As we noted before, believers do have a
law -that of Christ, the royal |aw of |ove (5:14; Janes 2:8).
Thi s enphasis is noteworthy in a book whose nmjor point is
that believers need not keep the Jewi sh | aw. He does not want
themto fall into the opposite error, that of anarchy.

3) This task of carrying the burden of others is distinctively
Christ's law, because it is the pattern for his mnistry of
substitution toward us.

Dealing with the One's Om Errors (6:3-5)

Correcting others is a necessary mnistry, but it is a difficult
one, and there are few qualified to undertake it. How nuch better
it would be if we could each keep oursel ves cl ean.

a) The Cause (the error): pride (6:3).
Paul here focuses on a specific shortconing: that of pride.
Speci fically: thinking oneself to be somethi ng when one is not.
NB: pride is not an honest estimate of one's own capabilities,
but rather, an inaccurate one. Cf. Rom 12:3 (and notice how
Paul acknow edges the spiritual enabling that even he nust
receive in order to make this exhortation).

b) The Correction: self exanination (6:4a).
1) "Prove" is here in the sense of "test."

2) "His own work." Hold the light up first to your own worKk.
Each of us ought to be his own severest critic.

c) The Caution: need to consider oneself (6:4b)
The verse can be rendered, "then shall he keep his reasons for
boasting to hinmself, and not to another." The idea is not that
he boasts only in hinself, but that he does not wal k around
tal ki ng about the things of which he boasts. If we consider our
own works in the light of Calvary, we will be as reluctant to
boast of themas Paul is in 2 Cor. 11:16ff; 12:11.

d) The Cost: Beari ng burdens
VWil e certain spiritual people can help others bear their
burdens, every one of us nmust bear his or her own burden. The
Christian life is not one of |eisure. The burden here is Mat.
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11: 30, the burden of Christ--and he bears it with us, in a
doubl e yoke.

C. Second Chiasm 6:6-10
Thene: Providi ng for one anot her
The section is chiastic, with references to shari ng good things on
the outside, and an agricultural netaphor in the niddle.

1

v.6 is often quoted to justify a salary for preachers. If so, the
verse is orphaned fromits context, which has nothing to do with
the teaching mnistry in the church per se. But it does have a
lot to do with hel pi ng one another; cf. v.10, which |like 6 tal ks
about doing "good" to others, and the interveni ng verses, which
are along the sanme line. It may help to focus our attention on
three details of v.6: the relationship between "himthat is
taught" and "himthat teacheth”, the responsibility that Pau

pl aces on him and the sphere in which it is to be exercised.

a) Rel ationship: "taught," "teacheth." Not usual NT word for
"teach."” This is not the word that describes, for exanple, the
spiritual gift (Rom 12:7; 1 Cor. 12:28). It is much rarer,
and reflects informal verbal instruction; cf. Acts 21:21,24; 1
Cor. 14:19. Probably Paul has in m nd here the exhortations
and rebukes that would naturally result fromthe exhortation
invv.1,2. If you are on the receiving end, don't be offended
or rebuffed, but recogni ze what you have recei ved as a hel p,
and return the favor.

b) Responsibility: "conmmrunicate." "Share," "have in comon." Not
a contractual salary that nakes nerchandi se of the Wrd of
Cod, but gifts of love that reflect the common ownership of
wor | dl y goods.

c) The things shared: "all good things." Not just $$.
v. 10 builds on and extends this picture.

a) What: "Do good." Rom 2:10; Eph. 4:28, ergazwreqa to agaqon.

How does this contrast with v.9, poiountes to kal on?

1) EA is nore concrete. One can do it to soneone; not so with
PA. Al nost nmeans "benefit all nmen." Conpare Rom 13:10,
ergazonmai kakon + dati ve.

2) Kin PKis "good-beautiful." Enphasis not on noral right
(PA is the expression for "do righteousness”), but doing
what is fitting and appropri ate.

3) EK never appears! Surprising.

4) Data: (NOT SERMON)
a> M sc. observations

1> poiewis what a tree does to fruit. Matt. 7:17-109.

2> Rom 3:8 "let us do evil, that good may
cone"--perversion of Paul's gospel. Poiew + kakon

3> Acts 9:36, poiew erga agaga

4> Eph. 2:10, ergon agaqon is a conmmon phrase; E+A may
be a verbalization of it.
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5> ergazonmai kakon, Rom 13:10, what | ove doesn't do to

a nei ghbor.
b> P+A: nobre abstract. Never with dative, "do good to."

Ri ght eous life.

1> Matt. 19:16, what the rich young rul er expected would
win himeternal life.

2> Mark 3:4, healing a man on the Sabbath; what it is
lawful to do on the Sabbat h.

3> Luke 6: 33, agaqopoi ew, cf. kakopoi ew

4> John 5:29, those who do good see resurrection, but
t hose faul a pracontes face judgment.

5> Rom 13:3, what we should do if we are not to fear
the civil ruler. Opp. 13:4 poi ew kakon.

6> Eph. 6:8, of a servant's faithful service to the
master, for which the Lord will reward him

c> E+A More concrete; note dative in Gal. 6:10, cf. Rom

13:10. Al so concreteness of Eph. 4:28.

1> Rom 2:10, those who receive glory, honor, and peace.
Pc. v.9, those katergazonena kakon.

2> @Gl . 6:10, what we are to do to all nen.

3> Eph. 4:28, opposite of stealing; "work good with his

hands." Honest | abor.
d> P+K
1> Rom 7:21, "when | would do good, evil is present
with ne."

2> 2 Cor. 13:7, the Corinthians should not poiew kakon,
but rather kalon--Paul's desire for his people.

3> Gal. 6:9, what we are not to be weary in doing.

4> Janes 4:17, it is sin to knowto PK and not to do it.

5> 1 Pet. 3:11, to see good days, eschew evil and PK

b) wWien: "As we have opportunity,” "while we have opportunity.”
Not an excuse to say, "l never have an opportunity." Rather,
rem nds us that our chances to benefit others will not always

be with us. Cf. Eph. 5:16, where "tine" is "opportunity" here.
W need to be on the | ookout for occasions on which we may
hel p ot hers.

c) Who: Al nen, especially those "of the household of faith."
Cf. Eph. 2:19, "household of God." God is our Father, but this
is nore than "family," which sinply inplies blood rel ation.
amin ny earthly father's famly, but | amnot in his
househol d. The church is God's house (1 Tim 3:15), and his
househol d are those who exercise the Iife they have from him
in the context of church life. Thus the first focus of our
acts of charity and | ove should be toward believers, through
t he church.

3. Sowi ng and harvest netaphor
A four panel alternation in "sow reap".

a) The notive, 6:7a. God can't be npbcked. WArns them agai nst an
attitude that would nake fun of God, by denying his
pri nci pl es.



b)

The physical principle: You reap what you sow. This is the
basic principle that people try to deny, and in the process,
mock God. He is the one who nmakes corn corn and beans beans.
You can't sow corn and get beans. It would be npbcking at God's
basi ¢ natural order to do so, running directly against the
most fundanental |aws of nature. And of course, no one would
seek to do this in agriculture. Wen Dave plants cucunbers, he
doesn't expect to get turnips.

6:8. The spiritual parallel: Here is where people do try to
nock God, by sowi ng one thing and expecti ng another. Paul's
point is that the | aw of sowi ng and reapi nhg operates just as
strongly here as it does in the agricultural realm Two panels
of the alternation here, both enphasi zing speirw eis...qerizw
ek.

1) (NOT SERMON) speirw takes different prepositions, with

slightly different neani ng.

a> en for the field, Matt. 13: 24, 31.

b> epi for the ground or the rocks, since the seed rests
upon them Matt. 13: 20.

c> eis for the thorny ground, Matt. 13:22, since the thorns
surround and hanper the seed. Then the fl esh would be
like thorns, and the spirit |ike marigolds, protecting
tonat oes from cutworns. BUT the point required by the
underlying principle is "you reap what you sow," not
"you reap where you sow. "

2) Preferable to see eis here used in the sense of "for," like
dati ve of advantage, BAG p. 229, 4g. To sow for the flesh,
thus to do the things that will advance the fl esh. Wen
Dave plants his garden, he probably takes i nto account what
the menbers of the famly like to eat. It's not a good idea
to plant okra if no one |ikes okra!

3) The Fl esh:

a> How do we sow "for the flesh"? (Note "his flesh"--to
satisfy his personal |usts.) Wat vegetabl es does the
fl esh want to see in our garden? Pornographic
literature, filnms, and TV shows; | ntoxicants;
Extravagant creature conforts; Activities that advance
our own egos.

b> The crop: corruption. The flesh belongs to the old
order; ultimately, it rots in the grave. If we |ive our
lives to satisfy it, ultimately all we have sought to do
will vanish. And we will danage others with it as well.

4) The Spirit

a> How do we sow "for the Spirit"? Tinme in Bible study and
prayer; encouragi ng believers; speaking to unbelievers
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about the Lord.

b> The crop: eternal life. Not that we can nerit salvation;
but it is the appropriate outconme of a life
characterized by serving God, and thus those who have
been prom sed that outcone should spend their lives in
this way. NB: part of the enphasis here nay be eterna
life in the lives of others!

d) 6:9, The practical application: does not nention "sow ng"
explicitly, but does nention reaping, and thus we can
identify the associated sowing. Here is a particul ar exanpl e
of sowing for the Spirit.

1) Doing good. Not in the purely noral sense of righteous
deeds, but doing lovely things, nice things for people, as
in 6:6.

2) Note enphasis on the effort involved: "not grow weary"; "if
we faint not." Such exertion is difficult, and will tax us,
but we are to have our eyes on the reward. "Run | ooki ng unto
Jesus. " "Set your affection on things above, not on things
on the earth."

4. So the point of vv.6-10 is our responsibility to do good to
others, particularly those in the assenbly with whom we
share the life of Christ. We will find it tiring and costly
thus to "sowto the Spirit,"” but we are raising a crop for
eternity, both in their lives and in our own.

Ps. 126 for cl osing hym.



