Gl . 4:4-7, Law and Faith (Second Panel)
Decenber 6-10, 1988
H. Van Dyke Par unak

A. Overview, 4:4-7
These verses descri be our present situation, delivered fromthe
bondage of the law. As the tinme cones when a child outgrows
prohi biti ons and undertakes obligations; noves frombeing ruled to
ruling; so God has appointed a tine of our mpjority, and it is
i naugerated in Christ. The section has three i ndependent cl auses,
i ndi cati ng respectively the cause of our sonship, its evidence, and
its consequences. The first two both have the form "God sent forth
X," where the one sent is first his Son, then his Son's Spirit. Thus
we have once again the Triune God, the Father planning our sonshi p,
the Son procuring it, and the Spirit proclainmng it.

B. 4:4-5, The Cause of our Sonship.
1. Wiaat God did: "sent forth his Son."

a) Reflects the pre-existence of our Lord in heaven, whence the
Fat her sent himon this nission.

b) Assunes a definite m ssion--nore bel ow

2. When God did it: "when the fulness of tinme was cone." Cf. 4:2.
This is the tine fixed by the Father for his offspring (Acts
17: 28, 29) to becone sons.

3. How God did it: two statenents.

a) "Made of a woman." Job. 14:1; Matt. 11:11 show that this neans
"human. "

b) "Made under | aw. "

1) (NOT I N SERMON) Ot her references, all anarthrous. 5/8 are
in Gl ati ans.
a> Believers are not under | aw.
1> ROM 6: 14 a(marti/a ga\r u(mvn ou) Kkurieu/sei, ou)
ga/r e)ste u(po\ no/non a)lla\ u(po\ xa/rin.
2> ROM 6:15 Ti/ ou)”™n; a(narth/swren o(/ti ou)k e)sne\n
u(po\ no/nmon a)lla\ u(po\ xa/rin; mh\ ge/noito.
3> GAL 5:18 &ei) de\ pneu/nati a)/gesqe, ou)k e)ste\
u( po\ no/ non.
b> A certain category of unsaved people, parallel to "Jews"
and "l awl ess" (anonpbs) in 1 Cor. 9:20f.
1> 1CO 9: 20 kai\ e)geno/nmhn toi”s )loudai/ois Ws
) | oudai *os, i(/na )Iloudai/ous kerdh/sw. toi”s u(po\
no/ non wW(s u(po\ no/nmon, nmh\ w\n au)to\s u(po\
no/ non, i(/na tou\s u(po\ no/non kerdh/sw
2> GAL 3:23 Pro\ tou”™ de\ e)lgei™n th\n pi/stin u(po\
no/ non e)frourou/ neqga sugkl ei o/ nenoi ei)s th\n
me/l |l ousan pi/stin a)pokal uf gh®nai .
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2)

3)

3> GAL 4:5 i(/na tou\s u(po\ no/non e)cagoral/sh|, i(/na
th\n ui (ogesi/an a)pol a/ bwen.
c> The state in which Christ cane
1> GAL 4:4 o(/te de\ h)~lgen to\ plh/rwma tou”™ xro/nou,
e)cape/steilen o( geols to\n ui (o\n au)tou”®,
geno/ nenon e) k gunai ko/s, geno/ nenon u(po\ no/ non,
d> What the Gal ati ans wanted to be
1> GAL 4:21 Le/gete/ noi, oi( u(po\ no/non qge/l ontes
ei )™nai, to\n no/non ou)k a)kou/ ete;

1 Cor. 9:20,21 is nost hel pful.

a> Not = Jew, for "the stranger that dwells anong you," who
is circunti sed and keeps the passover, is still a
stranger, but lives under |law But Paul's having been in

this state (Gal. 3:23) shows that Jews were included in
it.

b> Not = anonbs. Thus the expression does not cover the
br oader set of heat hen, even though they have a "Il aw' of
their own (Rom 2:14). Thus "law' in this expressi on has
the distinctive sense of the Law of Mses, not just the
principle of law in general.

c>Cf. Gl. 4:21; this is what the Gal ati ans wanted to be,
and what they woul d becone through circuntision.

d> Thus
1> anonbs + upo nonon = universe
2> Jew + circuntised Gentile = upo nonon

Rel ati on between this and "el enents of the world" is
curious. 4:9 refers to "the elenments,” where the article is
apparently resunptive of v.3, and "agai n" (2x) suggests
that these are not distinctively Jewi sh. But upo nonon
appears to be just that. So the correspondence i s skewed.
VWhat is the point of this skew ng?

a> He is witing specifically about Christ, so uses upo
nonmon as a special case of upo ta stoixeia.... But the
st at enent about redenption is not specific to Christ;
makes it sound as though he only redeened the Jews.

b> Because the law of God is the ultinmate restriction.
Pagan | aws are arbitrary and nman-nade; the | aw of Mses
is the expression of God's holy will, and sanctions for
violating it are real and unavoi dabl e.

c> Because the Galatians are being tenpted to turn to
Judai sm not to return to pagani sm and by focusing
Christ's work as delivery fromthat systemin
particul ar, he enphasi zes that there of all places they
shoul d not seek to go. (4:8 does speak of "returning,"
maki ng the | arger argunent that they should not go back
to a legalistic religion.)

d> Graphically, consider the upward novenent along (1) and

(2):



upo nonon < stoi xei a\
2
\
Gal ati ans
/
1
pagani sm < st oi xei a/

4:5 shows that 2 is a bad i dea because the desti nati on
is one that was shown to be a bondage by Christ's work,
and from whi ch he has delivered those who were once
under it. 4:8 shows that 2 is a bad i dea because it
reverses the direction of 1, their original salvation.

4) *** Christ geno/ nenon u(po\ no/nobn: "became 'under-|law ""
He was in the position of one ruled by the |l aw, responsible
to neet its demands. Not just under "worldly elenents,”
whi ch m ght be arbitrary, but under the |law of God, with
its absolute and inflexible rule. He joined us in our
prison, 3:23, that he nmight lead us out of it. In fact, he
cane into the sanme bondage that the Gal ati ans are seeki ng
to enter, in order to | ead people out of it!

Wy CGod did it. Again two statements. The first explains the
"how, " the second the "what." That is, the second expl ai ns why he
sent his son; the first explains why he did it by incarnation
under the law. (Chiastic ordering)

a) Reason for sending his son: to convey to us the huioghsian,
adopti on as sons.

1) Common Paul i ne concept:

a> ROM 8:15 ou) ga\r e)l a/bete pneu”na doulei/as pa/lin
ei)s fo/bon, a)lla\ e)la/bete pneu*na ui (oqgesi/as, e)n
w( | kral/zonen, Abba o( path/r:

b> ROM 8: 23 ou) no/non de/, a)lla\ kai\ au)toi\ th\n
a) parxh\'n tou”™ pneu/natos e)/xontes h(nei”s kai\ au)toil
e)n e(autoi s stenal/zonen ui (oqgesi/an a)pekdexo/ menoi,
th\n a)polu/trwsin tou® sw mat os h(mwn.

c> ROM9:4 oi(/tinel/ls ei)sin )Israhli”tai, w”™n h(
ui (ogesi/a kai\ h( do/ca kai\ ai( diagh™kai kai\ h(
nonogesi/a kai\ h( latrei/a kai\ ai( e)paggeli/ai,

d> GAL 4:5 i(/na tou\s u(po\ no/non e)cagoral/sh|, i(/na
th\'n ui (oqgesi/an a) pol a/ bwren.

e> EPH 1:5 proori/sas h(ma”s ei)s ui (ogesi/an dia\ )I hsou”®
Xristou® ei)s au)to/n, kata\ th\n eu)doki/an tou”
gel h/ mat os au)t ou”,

2) The picture of the father sending one son for others has OT
roots:

a> Gen. 37:12-14, Joseph going to his brothers.



b> 1 Sam 17:12-18, David going to his brothers.
c> Common features:

1> The el der sons are off sonewhere on sone busi ness
a: Joseph: tendi ng sheep. Gen. 37:12
b: David: in Saul's arny. 1 Sam 17:13

2> Father sends a younger son to the others.

3> Father is concerned for the welfare of the sons, and
asks for a word fromthem
a. Gen. 37:14
b: 1 Sam 17:18

4> The ot her sons abuse the one son.
a: Joseph: sell himinto Egypt, Gen. 37:28
b: David: nock and scorn him 1 Sam 17:18

5> |In spite of the abuse, he prospers niracul ously.
a:. Joseph: becones prine mnister of Egypt.
b: David: slays oliath.

3) Paul adapts this picture to the conming of Christ. Note the
f eat ur es:

a> W are away from God, just as the elder brothers in the
stories are away fromtheir fathers.

b> God sends out his Son to find us, as Jacob sent Joseph
and as Jesse sent Davi d.

c> God sent his son for our welfare: John 3:17, "God sent
not his son into the world to condemn the worl d, but
that the world through hi mm ght be saved."

d> W& abused the LJC, rejecting and despi sing him

e> In spite of the abuse, he prospers mracul ously,
triunmphing in the resurrection fromthe dead.

f> BUT: Two inportant differences.

1> God sent his son to seek our wel fare, not because we
were his sons, but in order to nake us his sons! "God
sent forth his son ... that we m ght receive the
adoption of sons." W were not caring for the
Fat her's sheep (as were Joseph's brothers), or
defending the Father's interests in war against the
eneny (as were David's brothers). W were oursel ves
the eneny. Yet the Father still sends out his Son,
beari ng not David's grain, bread, and cheese, but the
heavenly manna of his own body and bl ood, to call us
fromour rebellion into his famly.
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2> Thus Christ is not the younger son, but "the
firstborn anong nmany brethren," Rom 8:29.

b) Reason for conming "of a woman, under the law': to redeem
those "under-law'. H s redenptive work depends on both
aspects of his coning.

1) The redeener in the Ol (Lev. 25:48,49) had to be a ki nsnan,
and had to have the resources to pay the debt of the
ensl aved ki nsman.

2) By coming "of a wonan," our Lord becane our Kinsnan.

3) By comng "under law," and satisfying its clainms as we never
could, he can qualify to offer hinmself as our substitute.
Thus he has the wherewithall to redeem us.

C. 4:6, The Evidence of our Sonshi p.

1. "Because you are sons." The presence of the HS is the
evi dence that we are believers. Cf. 3:2-5. The believer is
presunmed to know that he has the HS. If there is nothing in
your life that you cannot explain apart fromthe work of the
HS, you nay not be a Christian. (Wich conmes first--sonship
or HS? Rom 8:9, can't be son without the Spirit. Gl. 3:27
makes HS baptismthe introduction into the Christian life,
not a result of it. Answer: the "because" is |ogical, not
tenmporal. The two are part and parcel of the sanme event.)

The Gal ati ans know that they have the HS. They ought to
realize that this proves they are already sons, delivered by
Christ fromthe very state of being "under |aw' into which
t hey are rushi ng!

2. "The spirit of his Son."

a) See Rom 8:9,10 for the close relation between "spirit of

Cod," "spirit of Christ,"” and the indwelling "Christ."
Suggested by our Lord when he prom sed the HS as "anot her
conforter"” like hinself, to take his place with the

bel i evers.

b) The enphasis here is that the Gl ati ans have experi enced al
of Christ there is to experience. He dwells in themin the
person of his Spirit. No need for themto press on for a
"second bl essing."

3. "Crying, 'Abba, Father.'"

a) The Greek makes it clear that it is the Spirit who cries.
Cf. Rom 8:15, where we are said to cry this, but with the
Spirit's aid. The point is that our turning to God as Fat her
is an evidence of the Spirit's work. But what constitutes

5



b)

D. 4:7,

1. "No nore a servant,'

such a turning?

The cry originates with our Lord, Mark 14: 36, where it

i ntroduces three statenents that reflect filial devotion and
are evidence of true sal vation:

1) Trust in God's omni potence.

2) Request for hel p--thus recognition of our own inpotence.
3) Yieldedness to God's will.

Note the use both of Aramaic and Greek: no need for the
Gal ati ans to becone Jews. Their cry of pathr is as nuch a
result of the Spirit's work as is the cry of the Jew sh
Chri sti an, abba.

The Consequences of our Sonshi p.

which was virtually our state before,

4: 1b.

2. "Heir of God through Christ"

a)
b)

c)

Hym:

Heir: recall 3:29. W are the ones who receive the pronise.
And recall what the promse is, 3:14--the Spirit.

O God: he is the source of the pronise, the giver of the

i nheritance. Cf. 1 Pet. 1:4.

Through Christ: He is the pronised Seed, and it is only

t hrough our menbership in him(recall 3:27) that we enjoy

t he prom ses.

" Abba, Father, W Adore Thee"



