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A. Overvi ew
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Overall Structure

The book has two parts: ch.1-2, dealing with Paul's
qualification, and 3-6, dealing with the error confronting the
Gal atians. This latter part in turn has three sections.

a) Each section includes a personal appeal to the Gl ati an's past
experi ence and faithful ness (marked by a cluster of 2nd person
pl ural pronouns), and al so devel ops a contrast that shows the
error with which they are being confronted. In the first and
third sections the personal paragraph introduces the one
devel opi ng the contrast. I n the second, the personal paragraph
is in the mddle.

b) The characterization of the error noves from abstract to
concrete as we progress through the three sections.

1) 3:23-29 (first section) focuses on shift fromlaw to faith;
i ntroduces i dea of sonship.

2) 4:1-7 (second section) focuses on sonship; introduces idea
of bondage and freedom (4:5, "redeent).

3) 4:8-9, 22-5:1 (still second section) devel ops i dea of
bondage, with an i npassioned interjection by Paul in 10-21,
and i ntroduces the idea of flesh/spirit devel oped nore
fully in chs.5-6.

4) 5:2-6:10 (third section) draws two applications fromthe
flesh/spirit contrast:
a> Circunti sion i s not needed;
b> The sanme carnal tendencies that drove the judaizers to

demand circuntision also threaten Christian life.

Fi rst section
a) Overall thene: contrast of works/law with faith/prom se.

b) Structure: personal + contrast.
1) 3:1-5, personal rebuke to Gl ati ans
2) 3:6-29, W get what Abraham was proni sed.
a> 3:6-14 Superiority of faith to |law. synchronic
b> 3:14-22 Di achronic: superiority of pronise to | aw
c> 3:23-29 Diachronic: law yields to faith.

Second section

a) Overall thene: contrast of bondage with freedom
1) Bondage in @Gl ati ans
a> (bjective of the false brethren in 2:4
b> Does not exist in Christ, acc. to 3:28
c> 4.3, our status as children
d> I nstances in 4:9-5:1: 4:9, 22, 23, 24, 25, 30, 31, 5:1.
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e> No ot hers.
2) Freedomin Gal ati ans
a> 2:4 and 3:28 again
b> In 4:9-5:1: 4:22,23,26,30,31,5:1
c> 5:13 as | ast instance.

b) Transitional nateri al

1) Introduction: Though 4:1-7 has the sane structure as
3:23-29, it shifts key words suddenly; there is nothing
here of faith or promise. Also, it begins the thenme of
freedom and bondage devel oped nore fully later in this
section. Thus it is transitional in nature.

2) Conclusion: "flesh-spirit" vocabul ary begins to appear in
this section, though often not in the ethical sense used
| at er.

c) Structure: contrast + personal + contrast
1) 4:1-7 has al nost none of the soteriological keywords (I aw,
proni se, faith, works, flesh, spirit). The enphasis is nore
our transition fromthe bondage of children to the freedom
of sons.
2) 4:8-20, personal appeal
3) 4:21-5:1, Allegorical argunent for freedom over bondage

4. Third Section
a) Overall thene: contrast of flesh with spirit.

b) Structure: personal + contrast

1) 5:2-12 On the basis of 5:7 (conpare 3:1), this qualifies as
a personal section. First addresses the issue of their
circuntision, which is the real issue (as it cones out in
6:12-13). But 6:12-13 nake another point that is al so
devel oped earlier: the circunctisers' notive
(sel f-aggrandi zenent) is one to which the Gal atians are
al so subject, even if they succeed in rejecting the
Judai zi ng tendency.

2) 5:13-6:10, flesh and spirit: the proper use of liberty

5. Now focus in on 4:1-7.
Li ke 3:23-29, two npjor parts: past (4:1-3), and present (4:4-7).
The "past" part is actually doubl ed, appearing once in the netaphor
(4:1-2), and a second tinme in personal application (4:3).

B. Past, 4:1-3

1. Metaphor, 4:1-2. Derives from Graeco- Ronan custons of
mat ur ati on.

a) "The heir:"
1) W were tal king about heirs in the | ast verse; now we
will learn sone of the inplications of being an heir.
2) CGeneric article (D&M p. 144). Establishing a fact that
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b)

is true of heirs in general, as a cl ass.

3) Invites us to imagi ne a prosperous fanily, with their
own villa in the midst of pleasant gardens al ong the
cote d' azure, enjoying every confort that noney can buy.
In their mdst, we see "the heir," the boy who will one
day be lord of this delightful estate.

"as long as he is a child." Geek words translated "chil d"

in the NT:
1) nhpios (here) Etynol ogically, one w thout speech, thus
Wi t hout understanding. Drinks mlk in Heb. 5:13. Used
here in the sense of a "mnor". W are now told that the
boy we see playing in the garden is not yet of age. In
our society, less than 18. Then, Ronman |aw had a child
under a tutor until the age of 14, then under a guardi an
until 25.
2) huios (3:26) properly "son." Title of relationship, not
of age. Continues to be true of soneone even as an
adult, and in fact, in the | egal sense is not
established until maturity.
3) O hers to check out sonetine:
a> brefos can be fetus (Luke 1:41) or newborn, drinking
mlk (1 Pet. 2:2)

b> pais can al so nean "servant"”; includes the children
in Bethl ehem 2 years ol d and under.

c> pai di on

d> pai dari on

e> t eknon

f> t eknion

his status: just like a servant. No rights to rul e others.
In fact, slaves are appointed over him Recall the excer pt
fromPlato's Lysis 208 c: Socrates is talking with a young
boy.

Are you your own nmaster, or do they not even allow that?
Nay, he said, of course they do not allowit.

Then you have a naster?

Yes, ny pai dagwgos, there he is.

And he is a sl ave?

To be sure; he is our slave, he replied.

***Surely, | said, this is a strange thing, that a free man
shoul d be governed by a sl ave.

In Gal., two kinds of rulers are over the heir during his

m nority:

1) Tutors, epitropoi "guardi ans,"” al so used for nmnager,
gover nor, steward. Supervisor.

2) CGovernors, oi kononpi, stewards. Sl aves responsible for
househol d managenent; |i ke a senior secretary or
adm ni strative assi stant.

In other words, he is like any other part of the househol d,

and any slave with responsibility over the household is
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d)

hi gher than he. So our boy playing in the vineyard of the
villa may find hinself switched by a slave if he steals
some cookies or forgets his | essons!

"until the time-appointed-by the father." Though the | aw
fixed the age of majority, a father might in sonme cases set
up care-takers for a special purpose (see Burton 214,
citing passages in Maccabees that Paul may have known). The
di fference between our |ad by the seaside and one of the
slaves is that the boy will grow up to rule over the

sl aves, and i ndeed, over the entire estate.

Application, 4:3. Two points of contrast, leaving a third
unspeci fi ed:

a)

b)

c)

"W, when we were children.” There was a ti ne when we were
"speechl ess," wi thout understandi ng, and unable to carry
out our own affairs.

"we ... were in bondage under the elenents of the world."
Bi g question: what are "the elenents of the world"?
1) Usage:
a> Here, clearly refers to the law (cf. 3:23,24).
b> 1n 4:9, includes the false gods to which the Gentiles
wer e subj ect.

c> Col. 2:8, // to the "traditions of nen."

d> Col. 2:20, sonething we died away fromin Chri st.
Exemplified as "ordi nances,"” such as "touch not,
taste not, handle not."
2) GCeneral neaning: elenents, then rudinmentary instruction.
Fits well with the notion of a young boy trapped in
school
3) Christianity has its elenents too (Heb. 5:12). How are
these different? They are called "worldly," yet
certainly the OF law is not worldly. Two possible
senses:
a> Wrldly = physical, enphasizing that both the OT | aw
and heat hen religi on enphasi ze nmani pul ati ons of
physical things, while Christianity's |aws are nore
spiritual. (But baptisn? Lord' s Supper?)

b> Wrldly = common to the world, as is clear fromthe
repetition of the termin v.9 wr.t. the Gentiles.
The | aw and pagan religion have in common a basic
norality of "thou shalt not." Before you teach a
child what to do, you teach himwhat not to do. This
is necessary to restrain sin, but it is a bondage,
si nce we cannot keep it (cf. prison imgery in 3:23).
Christianity on the other hand is a norality of
obl i gati on, not of prohibition.

Leaves us asking, "Wat in our case is the 'tinme appointed
by the father"? That brings us fromthe past to the present,
and into the next verse.



C. Present,
As the time cones when a child outgrows prohibitions and
undert akes obligations; noves frombeing ruled to ruling; so
CGod has appointed a time of our ngjority, and it is
i naugerated in Christ.

i ndi cati ng respectively the cause of our sonship,

cl auses,

its evidence,
the form

hi s Son,

Triune Cod,

4:4-7

The section has three i ndependent

and its consequences. The first two both have

"God sent forth X, " where the one sent is first
then his Son's Spirit. Thus we have once agai n the

procuring it, and the

t he Fat her

pl anni ng our sonship, the Son
Spirit proclaimng it.

1. 4:4-5, The Cause of our Sonshi p.

2. 4.6, The Evidence of our Sonshi p.

3. 4.7, The Consequences of our Sonship.

a)

b)

"No nore a servant,"” which was virtually our state before,
4: 1b.
"Heir of God through Christ"
1) Heir: recall 3:29. W are the ones who receive the proni ses.
2) O CGod: he is the source of the pronise, the giver of the
i nheritance. Cf. 1 Pet. 1:4.
3) Through Christ: He is the pronised Seed, and it is only

t hrough our menbership in him(recall 3:27) that we enjoy

t he prom ses.



