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3:23-4:7, Alternation

The passage consists of two panels of alternation, foll owed by the
begi nning of a third, which is however interrupted for enphasis.

...Previous condition
3.23 PRO TQU DE
E) LQEIN THN PI STI N

4.1 LEGWDE, E)F
O SON XRONON O(
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E) STI N,

4.3 ONTW KAl
H) MEN NHPI O . . .

...Result of that condition

U( PO NOVION OU) DEN DI AFEREI

E) FROUROQUVEQA DOULOU KURI Q3 PANTWN
SUGKLEI OVENO El ) J WN, 4.2 ALLA U PO
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U(PO TA STO XEI A TOU
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DEDOULWWENO! :

DI KAl WOWVEN:

... Sonet hing conmes or changes (cf. 1 Cor. 9:20!)

3.25 E) LQOUSH) DE THJ
Pl STEW

4.4 O(TE DE H)LQEN TO
PLHRWVA TOU XRONOU,

E) CAPESTEI LEN O( QEQJ
TON Ul (ON AU) TOU,
GENOMVENON E) K

GUNAI KQJ, GENOVENON
U( PO NOMON,

...As aresult, we are rel eased.
QU) KETI  U( PO 4.5 | (NA TOUJ U(PO
PAI DAGWGEON E) SMEN. NOMON E) CAGORASH, 1,

... W becone sons of GCod.

3.26 PANTEJ GAR Ul (O I (NA THN Ul ( OQESI AN
QEQU E) STE DIA THJ A) POLABWVEN.

PI STEW E)N XRI STW 1

) | HSQOU.

.O(TE

4.8 )ALLA TOTE MEN
OU) K El ) DOTEJ QEON
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QEQ J:

4.9 NUN DE GNONTEJ
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GNWBQENTEJ U( PO QEQU,

111 Broken symetry.
PW E) PI STREFETE
PALIN E) Pl TA A) SQENF
KAl PTWKA STA XEI A,

O (J PALIN A) NWOEN
DOULEUEI N QELETE; . . .



6. ...Holy Spirit baptism

3.27 (SO GAR El)J 4.6 (OTI DE E)STE
XRlI STON E) BAPTI SQHTE, U (O, E)CAPESTEI LEN
XRlI STON E) NEDUSASGCE: O QEQJ TO PNEUMA TOU

U (OU AU) TOU El)J TAJ
KARDI AJ  H( MK,
KRAZON, ABBA O(

PATHR.
7. ...Shift to singular: what we are not and are
3.28 QUK E)N 4.7 WSTE OQU) KETI El)
) | OQUDAI QJ QU) DE DOULQJ A)LLA U (QJ:
(ELLHN, QUK E)N
DOULQJ QU) DE
E) LEUQERQJ, QU)K E) NI
A) RSEN KAl QHLU
PANTEJ GAR U( MEI J
El (J E)STE E) N
XRl STW 1 )I HSOU
8 ...If X then we are heirs.
3.29 EI) DE U(MEIJ El) DE U (QJ, KAI
XRlI STOU, A) RA TQU KLHRONOVDJ DI A QEQU

) ABRAAM SPERMA E) STE,
KAT' E) PAGGELI AN
KL HRONOVO! .

B. First Cycle, 3:23-29
Two nmj or parts: past (23-24) and present (25-29).

1. 23-24 describes our situation in the past, using two netaphors:
prisoners in jail and children under a guardian. |In both cases,
the law is the power that holds us in until the purpose for our
restraint arrives.

a) 23a, "before the faith cane"”

Wiat is "the faith"?

1) The body of NT doctrine?

2) The event of an individual believing?

3) *** The principle of trusting in the finished work of
Christ. "The" calls us back to v.22, and the faith there
defined. Before the com ng of Christ, no one could exercise
faith in Jesus the Messiah, only an anticipatory faith in
an unknown nessi ah.

a) 23b, first netaphor, Jail: pictures us as being in captivity.
Devel ops the netaphor of us in prison, with a jailor, awaiting
t he day of judgnent, with no other way out.

1) Qur captivity:
a> frourew, to guard, hold in custody: 2 Cor. 11:32, what
t he governor did to Danascus in order to capture Paul.
b> sugkleiw, cf. Luke 5:6, what the net did to the fi shes.
Hel d i n.



2)

3)

b) 24,

1)

2)

3)

The Pl ace: upo nonon, "under (the power of) |law "

a> This is the first instance of this expression, which
Paul uses nost frequently in this book, but also in Rom
6:14,15; 1 Cor. 9:20. Always anarthrous: enphasi zi ng
bei ng under | egal control, rather than focusing on the
Il aw of Moses (which is, however, clearly in viewin the
context). Conpare the chiastic parallel between 5:18 and
5:23b, which suggests that it is because we produce the
fruit of the Spirit, against which there is no | aw, that
we are not under law. The law is only for an unl awf ul
person. In Christ we are not unlawful, so are not under
I aw.

b> Cf. v.22, "under sin." Once again, the great paradox of
Rom 7, that God's righteous | aw strengthens the hold of
sin on us. Cf. 1 Cor. 15:56, "the strength of sin is the
I aw. "

The Destination: the faith that was going to be reveal ed.

Unexpected exit!

a> Instead of the day of judgnment that those "under | aw'
shoul d expect, we have a day of salvation by faith.

b> "Reveal ed." Sonething that we could never find out on
our own.

second net aphor, Guardi an:

VWhat is a pai dagwgos? Sl ave entrusted with general custody
of a boy fromage 6 to about 16. Cf. Plato's Lysis 208 c:
Socrates is talking with a young boy.

Are you your own master, or do they not even allow that?
Nay, he said, of course they do not allowit.

Then you have a naster?

Yes, ny pai dagwgos, there he is.

And he is a sl ave?

To be sure; he is our slave, he replied.

Surely, | said, this is a strange thing, that a free man
shoul d be governed by a slave. And what does he do with
you?

He takes ne to ny teachers.

(Later in the story, the pai dagwgos cones back to take the
boys hone.)

Again, the authority that was over us is identified with the
I aw.

The obj ective, corresponding in this nmetaphor to the day of
maturity, is our justification on the ground of faith in
Chri st.



2. 25ff,
over

Now t hat the faith has cone, the guardian is no | onger

us.

a) 26, W are now sons of God, no |longer just children. W have
grown up, and neither jail nor a babysitter is now
appropriate. Two inportant differences from KJV:

b)

d)

1)

2)

27

1)

2)

28

"Sons," not "children," which is nbst unfortunate; the
entire point is that we have outgrown our mnority.

"in Christ Jesus" should probably be construed with the
entire verse, not just as nodifying "faith." It is because
we are in Christ Jesus, THE Son of God, that we receive the
status of "sons of God."

expl ai ns the mechani sm

W were baptized into Christ. He recalls their baptism as
bel i evers, synbolizing the HS baptismthat all believers
experi ence.

ENDUW (niddle): to clothe oneself with; with persona
object, to take on the character of someone. Describes the
effect of HS Baptism Cf. 1 Cor. 12:13. The baptism of the
HS makes us nenbers of Christ, thus we are "in Christ." Hi s
sonship is ours; his righteousness is ours. His death and
resurrecti on count for ours.

sets forth the consequences: this union with Christ is

ours regardl ess of race, social status, or gender.

1)

2)

29

The three categories correspond to a frequent fornula in
Jewi sh thought; cf. the norning prayer, in which the nale
Jew t hanks God for not nmaking himeither a gentile, a sl ave,
or a wonan.

Does this contradict restrictions on sister's roles

el sewhere in the NT? Keep in nind the context, which is our
union with Christ. Paul is not comrenting on the practica
conduct of church busi ness; elsewhere (1 Cor. 14; 1 Tim 2)
he di stingui shes the roles of male and fenal e. W nust
interpret each passage in the light of the other. This
passage neans that the restrictions in the other texts are
simply operational conventions, not statenents of position
bef ore God. Those passages nean that this one does not inply
equality of function.

clinches the argunent, applying the concl usi ons reached

fromour identify with Christ to the argunent of v.16.

1)

2)

"I'f you are Christ's," better, "of Christ," that is, a
menber of Christ, incorporated in himby HS baptism

"Abraham s seed,"” because Christ is, and we having put on

4



Chri st now partake of all of his characteristics.

3) "heirs acc. to pronise,
God prom sed Abraham

the proper recipients of all that



