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A. 2:14-21, Overvi ew

At

first glance, it is not at all clear where Paul's words to Peter

stop and his address to the Gal ati ans begi ns.

1

bserve the shift in pronouns. 2:14 is clearly to Peter, while
3:1is clearly to the Gal ati ans.

a) 2:14, thou (Peter).

b) 2:15-17, we.

c) 2:18-21, 1.

d) 3:1, you (Gal ati ans).

The structure of 2:15-21 anticipates the structure of chapters
3-5, suggesting that this naterial has been specially conposed
for this letter, though the subject matter nay well be drawn from
Paul's recoll ection of his discussion with Peter in Antioch.

Note two contrasts: factual statenents vs. errors corrected; and
sal vation vs. sanctification:

Sal vati on Sanctification
HOW just'd RESULTS of just'n

Fact ual 15-16 18- 20
Errors 21 17
I I
\Y; \Y;
3:2 3:3
3:5-4:11 4:12-5:1

The sal vation/sanctification contrast persists through chs. 3-4.

B. 2:15-16, 21: MEANS of our justification.

1

Stated positively, 2:15-16: W have sought sal vati on through
faith in Christ, not works. Core is nmiddle of 2:16, "Even we have
believed in Jesus Christ."” Note three nodi fyi ng statenents.

a) WHO is doing the believing: 2:15, "we Jews," contrasted with

"sinners of the Gentiles."

1) Does not nmean that the Jews were NOT sinners.

2) Rather, the termhighlights the fact that the Gentil es do
not even have the law. Cf. WMatt. 26:45; Luke 6:32ff //
Matt. 5:47 (minority).

3) Thus enphasi zes that they DI D have the law, and in spite of
it, turned to a |l awl ess way of sal vati on.

b) WHAT has |l ed themto believe? Their know edge that a nan is
not justified by works of the law, but by trusting in Christ.
This in turn is founded on Scripture, Ps. 143:2, quoted at the
end of 2:16.



c)

VHY did they believe? "That we nmight be justified...." There's
the crux of the whole matter. You nay have nmany thi ngs by
keeping the |l aw -respectability, acceptance in the Jew sh
community, a certain feeling of proud superiority over the
CGentiles. But if you desire justification, a right standing
bef ore God, you can never get it fromthe |l aw. You nust rest
in faith on Christ al one.

St ated negatively, 2:21: | do not reject the grace of God, as |
would if | sought justification by the law. For in that case, the
death of Christ would have been gratuitous.

a)

b)

agetew. (not in sernon)
1) Fail to abide by a verbal standard (request, conmmand,
prom se) (hunman subj ects)
a> Mar. 6:26, to turn down sonmeone's request.
b> Mar. 7:9, reject (= disobey) God' s comandnent. Luk
7:30; 1Th 4:8; Heb 10: 28
c> Luk 10:16. reject, opposite of hear. Joh 12:48
d> GAL 3:15 to dimnish or evade a hunan covenant.
Parallel "add to." 1Tl 5:12, repudiate a proni se.
2) Destroy or abolish (all have God as subject)
a> 1CO 1:19 parallel to )Apolw'; what God will do with
ungodl y under st andi ng.
b> HEB 9:26 Christ did this to sin by his sacrifice.
c> HEB 7:18 What God has done done to the antecedent
priestly | aw.

dwea in Paul: alnpst always (7/10 tinmes) associated with
XARI'S. Thus this is a pun: Christ's death was graci ous, but
not gratuitous. That woul d cheapen grace. EX: Contrast the
gft of a loaf of bread to a starving man, and to a baker. It
is agift in both cases, but in the first it is incalcul ably
val uabl e; in the second, worthless. The difference is whether
it nmeets a need.

1) Alone: 3 tines.
a> 2CO 11:7 How P. preached the gospel: w thout charge.
b> 2TH 3: 8 How P. did not eat their bread:
c> HEB 6:4 "the heavenly gift":

2) Wth xari: 7 tines.
a> Sot eri ol ogi cal
1> ROM 3:24 How we are justified, // "by his grace":
2> ROM 5:15 // "grace of God," said to be "in grace":
3> ROM 5: 17 What we have recei ved abundance of; //
grace:
4> 2CO 9:15 Thanks ("grace") to God for his gift.
5> GAL 2:21 (our verse)
b> Spiritual gift
1> EPH 3: 7 The gift of the grace of God that was gi ven
to ne:
2> EPH 4:7 G ace acc. to the neasure of the gift of
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Chri st.

C. 2:17-20: RESULTS of our justification.
Contrary to what our adversaries say, this does not nake us sinners.
We woul d be sinners if we did otherw se!

1

The chal | enge, 2:17a.

a)
b)

c)

You seek to be justified in Christ, apart fromthe | aw

As a result, you beconme like the Gentiles, "sinners." Case in
point: Paul in Antioch, and Peter in Caesarea, violating
Pharisaic tradition by eating wi th heat hen.

Thus Christ has led you into sinl!

The response, 2:17b-20: God Forbid. Two reasons (GAR) gi ven

a)

b)

First reason, 2:18: What Paul has done.

It is not sinto reject the law in favor of Christ, as Paul
has done. In fact, to seek to restore the | aw woul d be sin!
(And this is what Peter is doing, returning to a separation
bet ween Jew and Gentile after arguing against it in Acts.) Cf
Josh. 6:26; 1 Kings 16:34. Paul has smashed down the Jericho
of the |l aw, and curses anyone who would rebuild it.

Second reason, 2:19-20: What has been done to Paul. Two

t hings: death and Iife. Each stated twice, once in detail and
once in summary. Use upper case for detail, |ower for summary:
DEATH |l i fe death LIFE. These verses are the seed from which
Rom 6-7 later grows; these chapters are the best comentary
on them Note Rom 6:1-7.

1) Detail on death, 2:19a. This is what | have spent about
three full days puzzling over. "Hard to be understood," 2
Pet. 3:16. May God guard us from"westing" this to our own
destructi on.

a> Has the sane structure as Rom 7:4
1> The believer is dead.
2> This death is "to the law," renoving himfromits

power .
3> The objective is to serve God:
a. @Gl, "live unto God"

b: Rom "bring forth fruit unto God."

4> How about the nmeans? These seem strangely different.
a: Rom "through the body of Christ."
b: &Gl: "through the | aw. "

b> through the I aw. the expression "through (the) |aw'
(vv.5,7) or "through (the) comandnent” (vv.8, 11, 13)
occurs five tines in Rom 7, telling what sin did to
Paul . Two nmi n things:

1> Increased his sin. 7:5,8; cf. Gal. 5:20. But in what
sense does the | aw i ncrease sin?



"stirring up sinful passions"? |Increasing the

obj ective occurrence of sin, through rebellion

against it? This may happen in sone cases, but it

seens unlikely that it is what Paul has in m nd,

especially in this autobiographical section:

1: Not needed for sin, Rom 2:12; 5:14.

2: This was not Paul's problem Phil. 3:6; Acts
23:1; 24:16. There are two ki nds of sinners:
t hose who rebel against the | aw, and those who
proudly think that they keep it. Paul was the
second type.

I think these references describe a subjective
increase in sin, an increase in sin in one's
consci ousness: Jn. 15:22; Rom 3:20; 7:7; @Gl.
3:19-25. That is, the |l aw brings one to know of
one's sin; nakes one aware that one is swarm ng
with sin.

2> Slew him 7:11, 13

a:

To understand this, nmust realize that death in
Paul's witings is not only physical death or
spiritual death, but also strong enptiona
suffering, without spiritual inplications:

contrast 2 Co. 7:10; 1 Th 3:8. Also 1CO 15:31; 2CO
4:11,12; 6:9; 11:23.

Thi nk of the inpact on this self-righteous

phari see when all of a sudden he saw his body
creeping with sin. His entire objective in life,
to fulfill the law, was shattered. \Wen the HS
unveiled the law in its true neaning to his m nd,
he suddenly saw that he was as filthy as he had
previously thought hinself to be pure.

3> How has sin slain us through the | aw? Note that we
are said to die both in 7:4 and in 7:9, 10, 11, 13.
Conpare and contrast these.

a:

oj ectively, INCHRI ST, Rom 7:4. Qur sin is on
him the | aw t hus demands his death. That death is
ours; because we are in him thus sin has through
the law slain us in him

Note the enphasis in 7:11-13 on the subjective
side of our death with Christ. Wen the HS nmakes
CGod's law real to our mnds and brings us to the
know edge of our sin, we feel dead. W are
overwhel ned with guilt, and find oursel ves

hopel ess, overcone with renbrse at havi ng

di shonored a holy God. This is biblica
repentance. It may be a work of a few days, as
with Paul in Damascus; or of years. However | ong
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2)

3)

4)

it takes, it is a vital conponent of sal vation.

c>to the law. So far as the law is concerned, we are dead.
Thus it has no clains on us. The parallel in Rom 7:4
likens its authority over us now to the authority of the
law of adultery over a wi dow, who as wife has died with
her husband.

d> Question: Doesn't sin slay all unbelievers? If so, why
aren't they freed fromthe | aw?
Answer: The deaths of Gal. 2:19 and Rom 7:4 happen only
to the elect. Only the work of the HS makes the | aw of
God so real to a man's consci ence that he "dies" the
deat h of repentence that Paul here describes. Only the
HS bapti zes us into the body of Christ so that we are
said to die and rise with him Distinguish the foll ow ng
ki nds of "death" in the Bible, by realm subjects, and

time.

Real m Subj ect s Ti ne
Physi cal Body Al l End of phys life
Spiritual Spirit Al In Adam
Second B&S Lost Fi nal judgnent
Enmoti onal M nd Al l Sever e shock

(Gl. 2:19 is a variety of this; only the el ect
experience this particul ar shock, and thus this
deat h)

WChrist Spirit El ect At cross

Summary on life, that | mght live to God: Again cf. Rom
7:4, "that we should bring forth fruit unto God." He is the
pur pose, the goal, of our entire existence. This focus on
the godward direction of our new life is enphasized in 20.

Summary on death, 2:19b.

Two words in Greek. "I stand crucified with Christ."
Restatenent of "I through the law died to the law. " Cf
Rom 6:1-7.

Detail on life, 2:20. One thing can be said for it: it is
centered in Christ.

a> He is the agent of this newlife. "Not I, but Christ."
Just as he took ny place in death, so now he lives
through me in life. I amto have no anbitions or goals

of ny own, but to live entirely for him Rom 6:19, 22.

b> He is the neans by which I live. | do live alife in
fl esh, but nust constantly trust in himfor strength and
direction. "Faith of the Son of God" is objective
genitive, faith directed toward him

c> He is the notive for this life. "Wio | oved ne and gave
himself for ne." Every other religion says, "If you are
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good enough, God will save you." Christianity says,
"Consi der what God has done in saving you, and out of
gratitude, be good."

D. Concl usi on
These verses give a conpact statenent of the neans and
results of sal vation.

1. Means: By faith in Christ alone, totally apart from any
obedi ence to the law of God on our part. In fact, that | aw,
so far from saving us, can only condemm us.

2. Result: W are a new person, having died in Christ the death
our sins deserved, and now living a new life of dedication
and service to Christ and God.



