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A. I ntroduction

1. Evangelical Christianity has a w despread i mage of a Santa C ause
CGod:
a) Hs main purpose in life is to do nice things for us.
b) Wet her he does or not depends on how good we are.
c) Thus we can nmni pul ate himfor our benefit by our actions.

2. hel et seeks to di sabuse us of this notion.

a) He agrees that God will bless the righteous.

b) But we do not see this in daily life, where it is often the
case that the wi cked prosper and the righteous suffer. Cf. the
LJC as the greatest exanpl e!

c) "In the world you shall have tribulation,” so far as tangible
benefits are concer ned.

d) Qur expectations nust be directed to spiritual benefits, or we
shall surely be disappoi nted.

3. Today:
a) He confesses the benefits of w sdom
b) Then illustrates its value in understanding two viol ati ons of

the notion of a Santa-d ause God:
1) The problem of a tyrannical political ruler;
2) The generalization of this to the wi cked and the righteous.

C) 8:1, wise & knows
/ \
8:2-9, Wse 8:10- 15, Knows

B. 8:1, The General Principle: The Benefits of Wsdom
Though wi sdomis rare, and polluted by man's sin, yet it is
exceedi ngly val uabl e, and worth seeking, for it enables us to
confront the inevitable suffering of our world with joy and
gr aci ousness.

1. Its definition--not common. Sonething very rare.
a) The wise man, picked up in 2-9 (v.5). Begins with the fear of
the Lord; conmes as a special gift fromthe Lord (Sol onon).
Skill in living; applied know edge of the Scri ptures.
b) One who knows the interpretation of a thing, picked up in
10-14 (v.12). Here is the definition Qohelet wants us to keep
in mnd. The wi se man knows what events really nean.

2. Its benefit--leads us away fromtwo undesirabl e reacti ons that
the vanity of life under the sun m ght otherw se i npose on use:
a) Enlightens the face: Joy where the world expects sorrow.
Renmenber, though Qohel et recogni zes how rotten the world is,
his conclusion is always the sane--REJO CE.
b) Changes the bol dness/strength of his face: Gentl eness where
the worl d expects harshness and ant agoni sm



C. 8:2-9 Applied to Earthly Rulers
The first focus is on the tyranny of a human rul er, and the w se
man's realization that there is another, heavenly ruler.

1. The King's Authority
Two commands to obey the king, each associated with a different
noti ve, one heavenly, the other earthly.

a) v.2, the heavenly noti ve.
1) Command: Obey the king' s explicit conmands.
2) Motive: The Cath of God. Refers to God's enforcenent of
human proni ses. Not an oath to God, but an oath nmade before
CGod and guaranteed by him God watches over our hunan
contracts; if we violate them we displease him

b) v.3-4, the earthly notive.

1) Command: Pl ease hi m beyond explicit commands; do not hasten
away from him don't be associated with anything that m ght
cause hi mdi spl easure. @Quards us against a legalistic
noti on of subm ssion to authority--"I1 didn't di sobey any
explicit command." No, but did you really try to pl ease?

2) Motive: The king's wath.
a> He does what ever he pl eases.
b> H's word is powerful.
c> No one can challenge his authority. Posed as a

rhetorical question, but the next section effectively
turns it into a real question, and answers, "God can."

2. Another authority
The wi se man realizes that "time and judgnent"” is
coni ng- - perhaps hendi adys for "time for judgnent". Then we
have two lists of four reasons each, showi ng how def ensel ess
the king really is before God.

a) Payday soneday. Here is the evaluation nade by the w se nan.
5a is a surprise: at first, seens to be tal ki ng about the
comrand of the king, but as we read on, we realize that
there is another King involved in the background.

b) Four reasons with KIY: (8:6,7 consist of four clauses, each

i ntroduced by "for". Replace KJV "because" and "t herefore"

in 6 with "for.")

1) God will judge every purpose, cf. 12:14.

2) Man's wi ckedness is great upon him evident, visible, like a
man trying to smuggle a grandfather clock out of a store
under his overcoat.

3) He hinself does not know what is com ng.

4) No one can tell himabout the future.

c) Four negative statements showi ng the king' s weakness in the
face of death. More specific focus of the weakness in the
four "for"s.

1) No man can retain his own spirit, i.e., postpone death.
2) No one can be triunphant in the day of death.
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3) Nor can one get a furlough fromthat war. No such thing as
R&R in the struggle with death. You are trapped into the
conflict, and cannot escape.

4) W ckedness, which has served himso well inlife, is
powerl ess to aid himin death.

3. Summary, Vv.9. This is his experience in observing those who
oppr ess ot hers.

D. 8:10-14, Applied to Events in General
Now we nove fromthe despot to the nore general case of
wi ckedness in daily life, which so often differs from our
"Sunday School" view. This section is structured
chiastically, with the observations of daily life on the
out side, and the perspective of the one who knows on the
i nsi de.

1. 10-12a, The first perversion section.

a) 10, Reversal: the w cked prosper, and the righteous suffer,
contrary to expectation.

b) 11, 12a. The reason: Judgnent is deferred, so nen are bold in
their wi ckedness. Cf. Isa. 26:9,10; Rom 2:4,5. The very
goodness of God, giving sinners tinme to repent, encourages
themto persist in sin.

2. 12b-13, The wi se nan's perspective. Here he is called "he
who fears God," echoed in the reason assigned to each fate.

a) The foundation: Not "I have seen," but "I know. "
1) Reflects second half of 8:1la, one who "knows the
interpretation of a nmatter."
2) This position cannot be obtai ned by observati on or reason.
It is only accessi ble through revelation. Only the believer
can see that God cares for his own.

b) Lot of the righteous and wi cked: as expected, in both cases
related to their fear of God (or |ack thereof).

3. 14, Back to the reversal. The wi cked and the righteous often
share one another's fate; this is an elenent of the vanity
t hat pervades our worl d.

E. 8:15, The Sol uti on.

1. Be happy in the sinmple things of life (eating and dri nking;
daily life). Food and rainent is all we are to need for
contentnent (1 Tim 6:8). There can be no assurance of
anything nore, and to presune that God must give us sone
special desire if only we are "good enough" is sinply
contrary to Scripture!

2. "That shall abide with himin his labor,"” not "of" his
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| abor. The theme continues to be that one cannot rely on
| abor to produce anything, and nmust find satisfaction in the

daily ebb and flow of life.

That life is, after all, the gift of God.



