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A. Overvi ew
The passage has sinple chiastic structure.
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The outer two sections, 5:10-17 and 6: 1-9, enphasize the
futility of trusting in riches. They conbi ne two thenmes, not
quite in chiastic order:

a) Dissatisfaction: Walth does not bring satisfaction.

b) Loss: It is easily |ost.

In the center, 5:18-20, we are rem nded to seek our
sati sfaction in God al one.

B. 5:10-17, The Futility of Walth
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2.

5:10-12, Di ssatisfaction
We have a statenent of the thesis, followed by two reasons.

a) Statenent, 10. Those who | ove sonething are not really
satisfied with it. This is Pascal's observati on about the
hunt er, Pensees 135, 139.

b) Reasons, 11-12
1) It attracts expenses. "In an old house, every room has a
hole in the corner into which you stuff noney." You never
get to enjoy it, just watch it go by. The faster it cones
in, the faster it goes out.

2) It generates cares in watching over it. Have to guard it;
worry about soneone stealing it. The poor |ost no sl eep over
the stock market crash last fall.

5:13-16, Loss
Note similar opening line to 6:1

a) 13-15, The specific case: riches pass away.

1) 13 retranslate: "wealth [singular] guarded by its owners
[plural] to its hurt.” Ilrony: one typically guards sonething
to protect it fromhurt (Ps. 121:7). Here, owners guard it
(as just described in v.12) only to lose it.

2) 14, the wealth perishes in the course of, while he
undergoes, evil labor, (NYN R(. This is the recurring
complaint in Eccl: 1:13; 4:8.

3) 15, as a result, he |l eaves the world as naked as he cane.
Recurring thene: Job 1:21; 1 Tim 6:7.

b) 16, Generalization: in all points as he canme, so shall he
go. Not just inpoverished, but |acking any benefit of his
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| abor s.
3. 5:17, Back to Dissatisfaction
Even when he can consune his riches ("eateth"”), his life is
mar ked by sorrow, wath, sickness--like a nan eating in a
dar k dungeon. He can hardly be said to enjoy it.
C. 5:18-20, The Believer's Portion

1. 18,19 are parallel, the second expandi ng the scope of the
first. Present the parallel things first (eat, enjoy, in
| abor, gift of God), then point out the contrast.

a) The object: enjoy good.

b) The situation: in (the course of) | abor.

c) The agent: It is God's gift to be able to do this. As he has

j ust showed, wealth cannot guarantee it, and often works
t he opposite direction!

d) The patient: "I"/"also every man." What 18 presents as a
personal discovery is repeated in 19 as a universa
heritage. Translate 19, "Also every nman: That God gives
this is the gift of God."

2. 20, this joy is God's answer to the toil of life, and hel ps
renove its sting. The unsaved seek relief in intoxication;
the believer has God's joy. Contrast this verse with v.17.
The difference is the gift of God.

D. 6:1-9, The Futility of Wealth
Note similar opening line to 5:13.

1. 1-6, Two Case Hi stories
a) 2, Loss

1) He has everything he could want.

2) Yet God does not enable himto enjoy it (cf. 5:19, where Cod

does give this ability).

3) Instead, soneone el se cones al ong and enjoys it, someone who

has not worked for it.

b) 3-6, Dissatisfaction
This section shows the futility of dissatisfaction by
conparing it with death at both ends of life: at the

begi nning (a stillborn child), and at the end. |In each case

we have a statenent of the person's dissatisfaction,
foll owed by the conpari son

1) 3a, his experience.



The i mage here could well be that of a despotic ruler,
overthrown at the |l ast by a coup. Sol onobn knows well the
standards of royalty in his day. For a rel evant exanpl e,
t hough froma nmuch | ater period, see the recent Nationa
CGeographic article on Sul ei man the Magni ficent.

a> He gains a | ot
1> Long life
2> Many chil dren
3> Powerful: "and be as great as the days of his years”

b> Yet he cannot enjoy it
1> Soul not filled, lit. satisfied, with good
2> No burial (result of being overthrown)

2) 3b-5, his conparison: to a stillborn child.
The ruler's experience of life is characterized by
frustration and the prospect of desire w thout satisfaction.
The child knows neither desire nor satisfaction. The child
actually has nore rest than the rul er!

3) 6a, his experience: lives two thousand years (or perhaps a
mllion, following the rabbinic interpretation), yet w thout
seei ng good.

4) 6b, "all go to one place,"” that is, the grave (cf. 3:20).
What good is a long life, which nust one day end anyway, if
it does not |lead to satisfaction?

2. 7-8, Ceneral Conclusion (focusing on dissatisfaction)
Again chiastic: question in the mddle, answer on the
out si de.

a) 8a, question. In the light of all this, howis the wi se man
better off than the fool ? Wiat advant age does hunan w sdom
convey?

b) Answer:

1) 7, phrased as a statenent: They are alike, in that neither
one can be sati sfi ed.

2) 8b, phrased as a question: Thus the wise man's only
advant age i s whatever a poor w se man has. There is a
di fference, but it does not convey any materi al advantage.

3) This is a great advance over the Jewi sh view that w sdom
brings wealth (rather than the Biblical view that God gives
bot h) . Decoupl es wi sdom from prosperity.

E. Summary
Consi der three things: Wsdom Walth, and Satisfaction.

1. The world considers that these are causally coupl ed.
a) If you are wi se enough, you will be wealthy.
b) If you are wealthy, that will bring satisfaction.



Qohelet's insight is that they are i ndependent. Each is a

separate gift of God. You can have any one, or even any two,
Wi t hout having the rest. So the proper attitude is to enjoy
what God does give rather than being frustrated over what he

has not given.



