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1, The Superscription

2, Thene (repeated at close, 12:8)
I

is vanity and enpty.

Last tine we saw that "vanity" literally neans "w nd,
breath,” then that which has no nore substance than w nd or
breath. Used of idols in the prophets, but here in the sense
of not hi ngness.

Vanity of vanities: superlative. Cf. Cant. 1:1 (Song of
Songs); Rev. 19:16 (King of Kings; Lord of Lords).
Everything is enpty and unsubstantial, |ike the w nd.

C. 1:3-11, The Cycles
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3, the Question: What advantage can nman gain through his
exertions?

a) "Profit,” only in Eccl, but related words have the sense of
"nmore," "to be better." "Advantage." W will see three
advant ages that nmen often seek, but that | abor cannot
convey, in this paragraph.

b) "Labor" (aMaL is not only physical, but also nental angui sh,
Ps. 25:18 (second word); Gen. 41:51; Num 23:21
("perverseness," the result of iniquity); Job 3:10. Not

condemi ng honest toil, but what good is it to wack
yoursel f? The word for work, (aBoDaH, does not appear in
Eccl .

c) "Under the Sun." 27x in Eccl, + 3x "under heaven" and 7x
"upon earth." Unique to Eccl. in the Bible. Describes the
sphere of man's |life and work, as contrasted with God's
abode (5:2). Good things do happen there, as well as evil
(5:18*; 8:15 (2x); 9:9), but it is a restricted sphere.

d) Thus the thesis to be proved is that nan gai ns no advant age
through "killing hinself" in this present |ife. W shal
al so have to say sonet hi ng about the nature of godly | abor.

The cycles of nature, 4-7

Everything is caught up in a constant flux, where everything
changes and yet in that very changi ng stays the sane. How
can man possi bly think that he can change such a system by
his own exertions? How can there possibly be any neaning in
t his endl ess droni ng of existence?

a) 4, the generations

b) 5, the sun

c) 6, the wind



d) 7, the rivers. Last clause: not returning to their source,
but always running in the sanme channels. These are NaXalL
"wady", not NaHaR. The dry riverbed.

3. 1:8-11, The Consequences of these Cycles. Three things that
people strive after, they cannot achi eve. These are the
candi dates for "profit" that the carnal nan seeks, but
cannot attain.

a) 1:8. There is no conprehensi ve know edge. The effect on man:
t hree negati ves, corresponding to the three nbnkeys of the

Enperor's stables in Japan (speak no evil, hear no evil, see
no evil). Because everything is in ceaseless labor, it lies
beyond man's nental powers. It doesn't hold still 1ong

enough for nman to conprehend it.

1) He cannot describe it. Cf. the Encycl opaedia Britannica, yet
we found things that are not in it.

2) He cannot see all of it. My "nuseum frenzy."

3) He cannot hear all about it. Thus the newsboy |ies when he
cries, "Read all about it."

4) Cf. Acts 17:21; 2 Tim 3:7 for exanples of the frustrated
search to which this | eads.

b) 1:9,10. There is nothing new
Both what "is" (the world of nature) and what "is done" (the
worl d of men's actions) conti nue unchanged.

c) 1:11, There is no certain fane.

1) We have already forgotten those who went before. The nost
frustrati ng experience for a Ph.D. student is to spend six
mont hs or a year working on a topic, only to discover that
it has already been covered. Cf. Dallas prof who went
through this twice, and eventually quit his program

2) W will not be renenbered in the future.

4. Then, what is the place of godly | abor and anbition?

a) Qohelet's advice: 9:10; 11:6.

b) The broader adnonition agai nst being a sluggard: Prov.
6: 6-11; 30: 24-28.

c) Motives:
1) God's glory, not our own, Col. 3:17,23
2) To support our needs and those of others, 1 Tim 5:8; 2

Thes. 3:10; Acts 20: 34, 35

D. 1:12-2:23, Qhelet's Search.

1. Summary:

a) 1:12-18. The principles of the search. "Thesis Proposal."

b) 2:1-23, The Three Areas of Inquiry
These correspond to the three things "that are in the worl d"
(1 John 2:16, conpare Gen. 3:6 and the tenptations of our
Lord).
1) 2:1-11, Pleasure ("Lust of the Flesh")
2) 2:12-17, Wsdomand folly ("Pride of Life")
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3) 2:18-23, Labor (not searched out, but hated) ("Lust of the
Eyes, " produci ng weal t h)
c) 2:24-3:22, The answer, in God's sovereignty.

2. 1:12-18. Principles of the search.

a) 1:12, his qualifications. Sol onon, hol ding unchal |l enged rul e
over the Levant, from Anatolia to Egypt and fromthe Med. to
t he Euphr at es.

b) 1:13, the approach.
1) Object of study: "all that is done under heaven.”
2) Method: "by wisdom" As we will see, includes experinental
nmet hod as well as theory.
3) Scope: DR$ is depth; TWR is breadth. This is to be a
conpr ehensi ve st udy.
4) Motivation: This is the task God has gi ven nan.

c) 1:14-15, Prelimnary result on the Cbject: Enpty and Vain.
The world is crooked and wanting (the result of the fall),
and man cannot set it right.

d) 1:16-18, prelimnary result on the Method: does not seemto
solve the dilenma, but rather turns into a dilemma itself!

3. 2:1-11, Exanmining the Lust of the Flesh (Pl easure)



