Acts 9:31-43, The Acts of Peter
May 9, 1992
H. Van Dyke Par unak

Overvi ew
Luke li kes to give sumaries, then open themup to show the details.

1. ch. 8-9a
a) 8:3-4, general persecution by Saul and scattering of the
bel i evers
b) 8:5-40, Philip as a specific instance of the scattering of the
bel i evers
c) 9:1-30 as a specific instance of Saul's persecution

2. 11:19-12:25
a) 11:19, diaspora as far as Phenice and Cyprus and Anti och
b) 11:20ff, specific history of the church in Antioch.

3. The sane dynanmic now in 9:31-11:18
a) 9:31 introductory sunmary, describing the state of the church
after Saul's conversion
b) 9:32-11:18, specific exanples of this in the mnistry of Peter

31, The Summary

Luke focuses our attention on two experiences of the church: one

i nward, the other outward; in the words of J.B. Ni chol son, one
dealing with the church's elevation, the other with its popul ati on.

1. Inward: The churches had rest and were edifi ed. In Geek, the
dependence between the two is even stronger: they had rest, being
edi fi ed.

a) Rest, or peace. Three broad neanings in the NT:
1) Peace with God. As believers, the churches certainly had
this, but it doesn't seemto be enphasized in the context.
2) Peace with the unbelievers, due to the cessation of
persecution from Saul. Yet this is hardly a condition for
edification. Rom 5 shows that tribulation is a nmeans for
our grow h!
3) Peace anobng the believers.
a> It is in this sense that the termis associated with
edi fication, in Rom 14:19.
b> The section we are entering deals with recepti on of
GCentiles into the church, the sane i ssue as Rom 14, and
a continual source of stress in the early church.
c> Recall the enphasis in the history of Saul of the
difficulty he had being accepted into the assenbli es of
t he believers.

b) Edified:

1) Refers to the spiritual growth of the believer, not the
grow h in nunbers of the church. (W' Il see that side of
things in the second half of the verse.)

2) NOT sonet hing one does to oneself. The only such ref. in
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d)

the NT is 1 Cor. 14: 14, describing the di sadvant age of

speaking in tongues. Building up is sonething we do to one

another: 1 Thes. 5:11; Rom 14:19; 1 Cor. 14:12; Eph. 4:12.

Happens in conmunity.

a> Qur relation to the Lord (e.g., quiet tine) not as a
neans to "get a blessing,"” but to have sonething to give
to ot hers!

b> 1 can't provide for nmy own spiritual needs, and you
can't provide for yours. You need nme to care for you
and | need you to care for ne. --> the folly of one-nan
m ni stry! When you don't bring a blessing to share at
the Lord' s Table, you're not only cheating yoursel f, but
t hose with whom you wor shi p.

Application: These two go together: the edification of the
church and peace anpng the believers. The nore nmature we are,

the nore we will |ove and be at peace with one another; and
the nore peaceful our relations with one another, the greater
the growth we will experience personally in the Lord. | ndeed,
since edification depends on what we do for one another, if we

aren't at peace with each other, how can it happen?

Amplification in ch. 9-11: bringing Gentiles into the church
was potentially very divisive, yet such division will cut off
the spiritual growth of the believers. The sunmary anti ci pates
t he favorabl e outcone of this decision.

Qutward: The churches were nultiplied as they conduct ed
t hensel ves by two gui des.

a)

b)

Mul tiplied: nunerical increase of the believers.

Wal ki ng: note the two gui des that they foll owed, and recal
the twofold guide of the Christian life, the Scriptures and
the Spirit.

1) The fear of the Lord.

a> Results frommracles, Acts 2:43

b> // to know edge in Prov. 1:29; 2:5; 9:10

c> Joined with keeping God's commandnents in Deut. 5:29;
6:2; 8:6; 13:4; 17:19; Psa. 119:63; Ec 12:13 "Let us
hear the concl usion of the whole matter: Fear God, and
keep his commandnents: for this [is] the whole [duty] of
man. "

d> --> the effect of external evidences, such as mracles
or the | aw of God. bedi ence to what we can see and
hear.

2) The confort (parakl8sis) of the HS. This is the work the HS
was sent to do as the Conforter (paraklete). Involves
exhortation as well as confort.

c) Application: It's as we live in obedience to God's twofold

directions--by his word and by his Spirit--that we'll see the
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church nmultiplied.

d) Amplification: W' Il see obedient believers and sal vati on
anong unbelievers as a result, in the next few chapters.

B. 32-42, Peter in the Low ands
The next two epi sodes prepare us for the conversi on of Corneli us.
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2.

Bot h heal i ngs have striking simlarities to healings done by the
Lord Jesus. They thus establish the authority of Peter, by
continuing to show (as we saw in ch. 3) that he could do works
just |like those the Lord Jesus did, John 14:12. The conversi on of
t he eunuch, though a gentile, didn't make much of a stir because
Philip was a conparatively m nor character. But when one with the
standi ng of Peter receives a gentile without circuntision, it's a
maj or event!

They both exenplify 9:31b, the nultiplication of the church as
the believers wal k i n obedi ence to the Lord.

32-35, Pal si ed Aeneas

a) Note his illness: paralysis. Recalls two healings in the
gospel s:

1) Mark 2:3 // NMatt. 9:2 // Luke 5:17, the man borne of four.
Cf. Luke 5:24 for the significance:

"But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power upon
earth to forgive sins, (he said unto the sick of the

pal sy,) | say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy couch, and
go into thine house.”

One who can heal the sick can certainly forgive sin, and
Peter is about to proclaimthe forgiveness of sin to a
Gentil e.

2) Matt. 8:6 // Luke 7:1 (but only Matt. nentions the
si ckness), the servant of the centurion in Capernaum In
this episode the Lord endorses the faith of the centurion
above that of the jews, Matt. 8:10-12. The next step in
Matt. is into Peter's house; natural that Peter shoul d have
been there. Wien he finds the Lord healing a paralytic
through him he can hardly hel p but renenber the centurion,
and be thus prepared for Cornelius.

b) 35, The outcone: everybody in the region saw the nan and
"turned to the Lord." Reference is to conversion (absolute
3:19; 28:27; to God or the Lord 11:21; 14:15; 15:19; 26:18,
20). Enphasi zes the outward aspects (26:18,20), and nay in
many cases have been only outward, but at |east there was a
great turning.

36-42, Dead Dor cas



a) Her life was an exanple of "walking in the fear of the Lord
and in the confort of the Holy Ghost," and of peace |leading to
edi fication anong the believers.

b) Wth the healing, conpare Mark 5:22-24, 35-42 and parallels.
Again, Luke is emphasizing the sinilarity between the Lord's
wor k and that of Peter.

1) The Lord (23) and Peter (38) summpned to hel p;

2) Description of the mourners (Mark 38, Acts 39)

3) The Lord (40) and Peter (40) put out the observers;

4) The words to the dead person woul d have been remarkably
simlar in Aranmic, differing in only one letter.
a> Mark 5:40,41, "talitha qum ," = "dansel, arise.”
b> Acts 9:40, "tabitha qum ," = "Dorcas, arise."

5) The Lord (41) and Peter (41) lift her up by the hand
(though the Lord is bold enough to touch the corpse before
revival, while Peter waits until after, to avoid
defil enent)

c) Prayer before raising: cf. Elijah, 1 Kings 17:19ff; Elisha, 2
Ki ngs 4: 33

d) 42, Again, everyone hears of it, and nany believe. (This tinme,
| ooks not at outward conversion, but at inward faith.)

C. 43, Peter at Sinon the Tanner's House
A preparation for what is to cone. Tanners always dealt wi th dead
bodi es, thus were unclean. Peter's willingness to live with himfor
an extended period suggests his jew sh exclusiveness is beginning to
wane. This is no doubt one of the believers, and we see here
exenplified the "peace" that will becone even nore evident with
Cor nel i us.

Summary

1. The church's outreach depends on its obedi ence, exenplified in
the results of Peter's healings in Lod and Joppa.

2. The church's internal growh depends on its | ove and peace,
illustrated in Peter's sojourn with Sinon, and even nore in the
next chapter with Cornelius.

Hym:

Anal ysi s

For the basic nen..de structure, noving fromthe church as a whole
to one individual nmenbers, cf. 8:4,5 with Philip; and again in

19: 19,20 with the nission to Anti och.

A. 31, Summary
1. (Al ne\n ou)™n e)kkl hsi/ai kaq' o(/lhs th”"s )Iloudai/as kai\
Galilai/as kai\ Samarei/as ei)”~xen ei)rh/nhn,
a) oi) kodonmoume/ nh



B. 32-

kai

0)
P)

43

e) pl hqu/ net o.
por euone/ nh -- the twofold guide!
1) tw'| fo/bw tou™ kuri/ou,
2) kai\ th”] parakl h/sei tou” a(gi/ou pneu/ natos

Det ai

Lydda

32 )Ege/neto de\ Pe/tron dierxo/ menon dia\ pa/ntwn katel gei ®n
kai\ pro\s tou\s a(gi/ous tou\s katoi kou™ntas Lu/ dda.

33 eu(”ren de\ e)kei™ a)/ ngrwpo/n tina o)no/nmati Ai)ne/an e)c
e)tw'n o) ktw kat akei / menon e)pi\ kraba/ttou, o(\s h)”"n

par al el une/ nos.

34 kai\ ei)”pen au)tw‘| o( Pe/tros,

1) Ai)ne/a,

2) i)a™tai/ se )l hsou”s Xristo/s:

3) a)nal/ st hqi

4) kai\ strw'‘son seautw‘|.

kai\ eu)ge/ws a)ne/sth.

35 kai\ ei)”dan au)to\n pa/ntes oi( katoi kountes Lu/dda kai\
to\n Sarwt*na, oi(/tines e)pe/streyan e)pi\ to\n ku/rion.

Joppa

36 )En )lo/pph| de/ tis h)”n magh/tria o)no/mati Tabiga/, h(\
di er mhneuone/ nh | e/ getai Dorkals:

au(/th h)y»n plh/rhs e)/rgwn a)gagw*n kai\ e)l ehnobsunw*n w(~n
e) poi / ei .

37 e)ge/neto de\ e)n tai”s h(nme/rais e)kei/nais a)sgenh/sasan
au)th\' n a) poganei *n:

|l ou/ santes de\ e)/ghkan [au)th\n] e)n u(perw |w.

38 e)ggu\s de\ ou)/shs Lu/ddas th”| )Ilo/pph| oi( naghtail
a)kou/santes o(/ti Pe/tros e)sti\n e)n au)th”| a)pe/steil an
du/o a)/ ndras pro\s au)to\n parakal ou®ntes, M\ o0)knh/sh|s
di el gei *n e(/ws h(mn.

39 a)nastal\s de\ Pe/tros sunh”l gen au)toi”s:

o(\ n parageno/ nenon a)nh/gagon ei)s to\ u(perwt| on,

kai\ pare/sthsan au)tw‘| pa“sai ai( xh”rai Kkl ai/ousai kai\
e) pi dei knu/ nenai xitw‘nas kai\ i(ma/tia o(/sa e)poi/ei net’
au)tw*n ou)*sa h( Dorkals.

40 e)kbalwn de\ e)/cw pa/ntas o( Pe/tros kai\ qeils ta\
go/ nat a proshu/ cat o,

kai\ e)pistre/yas pro\s to\ sw‘ma ei)“pen, Tabiqga/,

a) na/ st hqi .

h( de\ h)/noicen tou\s o)fqal nbu\s au)th”s,

kai\ i)dou”sa to\n Pe/tron a)neka/gi sen.

41 douls de\ au)th”| xei”~ra a)ne/sthsen au)th/n,

fwnh/ sas de\ touls a(gi/ous kai\ ta\s xh/ras pare/sthsen
au)th\' n zw'san.

42 gnwsto\n de\ e)ge/neto kaq' o(/lhs th”s )I o/ pphs,

kai\ e)pi/steusan polloi\ e)pi\ to\n ku/rion.

) Ege/ neto de\ h(ne/ras i(kana\s nei*nai e)n )l o/ pph| para/

tini Si/mwmi bursei”.



