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Overvi ew

1

Recal |l the overall shape of the story in Acts 3-4, illustrating

how when believers devote thenselves to prayer, the Lord adds to

t hei r nunber:

a) 3:1-11, Healing of the lanme nman as Peter and John go to
prayer.

b) 3:12-26, Peter's sernon.

c) 4:1-22, Reactions to the sernon.

d) 4:23-31, The church's response (later).

Thi s week: Reactions to the sernon.

a) 1-4, a brief hinge paragraph contrasting the popul ar response
with the official reaction fromthe tenple hierarchy.

b) 5-22, Peter and John before the Sanhedrin.

Lesson: Much |i ke Jer. 26.

a) Even when the HS works through our mnistry (perhaps
especially when his work is evident), we can expect
opposi tion.

b) This opposition will be npbst intense fromthe representatives
of institutional religion.
c) W'Il see several notes throughout the chapter that enphasize

t he danger of an organi zed and professional clergy, and the
true basis of |eaders and teachers anpbng God's peopl e.

1-4, The Twof ol d Reacti on
Two groups of people were listening. One, the |ay people, responded
with enthusiasm The other, the tenple rulers, were very upset.
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1-3, Oficial
Note two things that upset them

a) They taught the people. Professional clergy feel threatened
when those without the "proper qualifications" do their job.
They are afraid (and with good reason!) that fol k m ght cone
to realize there is no need for a professional class!

b) They proclainmed the resurrection. The tenpl e hierarchy was
dom nat ed by Sadducees, who deny the resurrection. Not only
were these teachers unlicensed, but they were spreading
extrene and "erroneous" doctri nes!

The arrest is in keeping with the Lord's prediction in Mark 13:9,
that the disciples would be call ed before councils. But he al so
prom sed that God woul d gi ve them what they should say in those
circunstances, and the sequel shows that this prom se was kept as
wel | .

4, Popul ar



Conpare the nunber given with 2:41.

a) There, the nunber saved on the day of Pentecost is given as
3000.

b) Here, after the sernon of Acts 4, the total nunber of mal es
has becone (ginonmmi, indicating the cunul ati ve count) about
5000. If only half of those saved at Pentecost were wonen,
this suggests that even nbre were saved as a result of Acts 3
than in Acts 2!

c) Thus the epi sode works out the summary of 2:42. As Peter and
John devote thensel ves to prayer and doctrine, the Lord has
greatly added to their nunbers.

5-22, The Tri al

W& have a transcript of the session, practically its m nutes,

begi nning with attendance and then continuing with a record of the
i nt erchange between the apostles and the council

1. 5-6 gives the setting. This is a session of the Great Sanhedrin
(the word itself is used in v.15).

a) Its general conposition nmakes it a fit representative of the
entire nation:
1) "rulers,"” nenbers of the high priestly fanmly.
2) "elders," lay representatives of the people. Not levitical.
3) "scribes,"” |legal experts.

b) Luke goes on to nention several specific participants from
anong the "rulers." W recogni ze Annas and Cai aphas, who
barely two nont hs before have in this sanme council condemed
the Lord to die. What irony! They thought they had settled the
matter once and for all.

c) The accused were there, standing before the council (v.7).
Wth themis the healed man (v.14). Was he arrested, having
done nothing to upset then? Probably he stuck with the
apostl es out of |ove and gratitude.

2. 7, The Council's Question

Three details invite our attention. Al three enphasi ze the

weakness and dangers of priestcraft.

a) They refer to the healing as "this." They can't bring
t hensel ves to acknow edge what has happened. The fal sehood of
their own position is staring themin the face, and they
haven't the personal integrity to acknow edge it. To do so
woul d be to endanger their own positions.

b) Their question concerns the authority of the apostles to do
what they have done. Cf. M. 21:23, essentially the sane
question put to Jesus. They are npbre concerned with a person's
formal credentials than with the results obtai ned.
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c)

NB: |If they had been paying attention to Peter's sernon, they
woul d know t he answer to the question already. They got so
hung up with the nmention of the resurrection in 3:15 that they
m ssed the ascription of power to Jesus' nane in 3:16.

In Greek, "you" is enphatic. "You |laynen [v.13], w thout
of ficial sanction or endorsenent--how dare you, being such as
you are, to do this thing?"

8-12, Peter's Response

a)

b)

d)

As the arrest is in keeping with the Lord's prediction in Mark
13: 9, so Peter experiences the instruction that the Lord had
pronmi sed. Mark 13:11, "it is not ye that speak, but the Holy
Chost,"” and here Peter is "filled with the Holy Ghost."

He addresses "rulers and elders,"” but what happened to the
scribes of v. 5, the |legal experts? 1 Cor. 1:20 and Jer. 8:8
bot h deprecate scribes. Rulers (e.g., the priests) and el ders
were instituted by God under Moses. Scribes only appear | ater.
Ezra was a scribe; it's not in itself a dishonorable calling.
But he was also a priest, and in general (2 Chron. 34:13)
scribes cane fromthe levitical famlies, who had the

responsi bility of teaching the people (Exod. 21:5; 24:8;
33:10).

Thus Peter submts hinself to those with a biblical charter to
rule, but not to the accretions of nen.

Wth Peter's bol dness here, contrast his tinmdity the | ast
tine he drew near a neeting of the Sanhedrin, and denied his
Lord.

Under divine direction, Peter devel ops two propositions that
demand their response. Salvation cones through Jesus of
Nazareth, and they are guilty of rejecting him In fact, they
answer neither in the sequel.

The propositions are devel oped chiastically; fold them
t oget her for exposition.

1) Sal vation conmes through Jesus.

a> v.9 discusses a specific "salvation," that of the |ane
man.

1> He clarifies the "that" of which he has been accused.
"If it's this healing you're talking about...." He
describes it as a "good work," thus placing themin
t he awkward position of prosecuting himfor a deed of
ri ght eousness.

2> Note the word "made whole," lit. "saved." The term
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13-

b)

has broad reference, and can include body as well as
soul. Here, it furnishes a point of transition to
chall enge themwith their need for spiritua

sal vati on.

b> v. 12 generalizes this to salvation in general.

The concept of "salvation" calls to Peter's nind Psa.

118: 21, "I will praise thee: for thou hast heard nme, and
art beconme ny salvation.” That in turn | eads himto observe
how t heir conduct toward Jesus has fulfilled the foll owi ng

verse, Psa. 118:22.

2) 10-11, They are guilty of rejecting their Messiah, in
keepi ng with OT prophecy. Peter expressly | abels Jesus as
"Christ,"” and points out both their guilt in crucifying him
and God's power in raising himfromthe dead.

18, the Council deli berates.

13-14, their inpressions.
Two directions: toward Peter and John, and then toward the
heal ed man.

1) Peter and John struck themw th their bol dness and their
lack of formal credentials. One expects |aynmen to be
diffident in the presence of trained "experts." These were
nothing of the sort. It led to marvel on the part of the
rulers, and recalled to themtheir association with their
master, who had the sane qualifications (John 7:15).

Application: Senminary training is a handi cap, not a help,
for the Lord's work. Wth diligent study, the HS can give
you all you need, and then when you deal wi th people, they
won't think, "Oh, he's been to seminary." They'll think

i nstead, "He's been with Jesus."

2) The presence of the healed man |l eft them unable to dism ss
them as irrel evant or inpotent. Sonethi ng had happened;
they are too stubborn to accept the | esson.

15-17, their discussion.

It is interesting to specul ate how Luke ever |earned of this
di scussion. Acts 6:7 records that shortly after, nany priests
wer e saved; perhaps sone of those saved had been in the
Sanhedrin. It has al so been suggested (Rackham on 7:58) that
Saul was a nenber of that group, in which case he woul d have
been anpbng t hose whom Peter and John here face.

Sendi ng the apostles out, they confer. They discuss not hi ng of
t he substance raised by Peter. Their only concerns are how to
get around the fact of the mracle, and how to keep the faith
from spreadi ng. Those who know it all can never | earn nore!



Here and in v.18, "in the nane" shifts fromen to epi. The
origi nal question had to do with the authority of the healing;
now they forbid the mere nmention of his nane.

c) 18, their instruction.
A gag rule. "Speak"” is a very general word that neans "to
utter any sound." "Don't utter a peep about this Jesus fell ow,
and particularly don't even think about teachi ng about him™"

5. 19-20, Peter and John reply. The priests mninister out of
prof essi onal training and position. The apostles point out three
bases for their mnistry:
a) obedi ence to God ("obey you rather than God?")
b) personal experience ("the things which we have seen and
heard")
c) integrity ("we cannot but speak....").

6. 21-22, dism ssa
They carry out their decision of v.17 to "threaten" the apostl es,
athreat that is carried out in the beating of 5:40. (The threat
may have originally been of death; cf. 5:33.) But they are unable
to do anyt hi ng nore because of the popularity of the new novenent
with the nultitudes.

Summar y

Pet er and John give us a good exanple of how not to be intin dated
by clerical credentials. It is the Holy Spirit, not a Bible schoo
or sem nary, that gifts and equi ps people for ninistry. Never defer
to people on the basis of their credentials. Diligently exercise
what God has gi ven you, and he will nake you effective far beyond

t he experience of those with the world's preparation.

Psalm Psa. 51B
Anal ysi s
A. The twofold reaction (hinge paragraph btw. sernon and trial)

1. Oficial

a) 4:1 Lalou/ntwn de\ au)tw*n pro\s to\n | ao\n e)pe/sthsan
au)toi”s oi( i(erei”s kai\ o( strathgo\s tou”™ i(erou”™ kai\ oi(
Saddoukai Moi
2 di aponou/ nenoi dia\ to\ dida/skein au)tou\s to\n |ao\n kai\
katagge/llein e)n tw'| )l hsou® th\n a)na/stasin th\n e)k
nekrw'n,

b) 3 kai\ e)pe/balon au)toi”s ta\s xei”ras

C) reason p
1) text: kai\ e)/gento ei)s th/rhsin ei)s th\n au)/rion:
2) reason: h)”n ga\r e(spe/ra h)/dh

2. Popul ar:
a) 4 polloi\ de\ tw'n a)kousa/ntwn to\n | o/gon e)pi/steusan,
b) kai\ e)genh/gh [o(] a)rigno\s tw*n a)ndrw*n [wW(s] xilialdes
pe/ nt e.



B. The tri al

1

Setting: 5 )Ege/neto de\ e)pi\ th\n au)/rion sunaxgh™nai au)tw'n
touls a)/rxontas [high priests] kai\ tou\s presbute/rous
[representatives of the people] kai\ tou\s grammatei *s [ egal
experts] e)n )lerousal h/ m

6 [kai\ (/Annas o( a)rxiereu\s kai\ Kai+a/fas kai\ )Iwa/nnhs
kai\ )Al e/candros kai\ o(/soi h)"san e)k ge/nous a)rxierati kou”"]

Priests: quote p
a) circunstance: 7 kai\ sth/santes au)tou\s e)n tw‘| ne/sw
b) quote f: e)pungal/nonto,

Common Wbords for ask:

1) This: 4441, ask a question. Superior to inferior.
Exception in Lk 18:36 and Jn 13:24. "Denand."

2) 154 aitew, to ask for a thing.

3) 1905 eperotaw, to accost with an inquiry. Used in
"tenpting" situations; trick questions. But also nore bl and
situati ons

4) 2065 erotaw. Respectful: includes "pray," "beseech."

c) quote: )En poi/al] duna/nei h)\ e)n poi/w o0)no/mti

e) poi h/ sate tou~to u(nei”s;

1) significance of uneis: you laynen, w thout official
recognition or ordination. cf. v.13.

2) Cf. M. 21:23, essentially the sane question put to Jesus.

3) "this." They can't bring thensel ves to acknow edge what has
happened.

Peter: quote p
As the arrest is in keeping with the Lord's prediction in Mark
13: 9, so Peter experiences the instruction that the Lord had
promn sed.
a) quote f: 8 to/te Pe/tros plhsgeil\s pneu/ matos a(gi/ou ei)”pen
pro\s au)tou/s,
b) quote: Chiastic, ABA, A = salvation (root sozw), B = rejection
and honor of Jesus. A2 generalizes Al.
1) Specific ("saving" of the | ane man):
)/ Arxontes tou” | aou™ kai\ presbu/teroi, 9 ei) h(nei”s
sh/ neron a)nakri no/ meqga e)pi\ eu)ergesi/al a)nqrw pou
a) sgenou”s, e)n ti/ni ou(”~tos se/swai,
2) interpretation p
a> interpretation: quote p
1> quote f: 10 gnwsto\n e)/stw pa”sin u(m *n kai\
panti\ tw‘| law*| )lIsrah\l o(/ti
2> quote: e)n tw'| o)no/mati )l hsou™ Xristou”™ tou”®
Nazwr ai / ou, o(\n u(nei”s e)staurw sate, o(\n o( geo\s
h)/geiren e)k nekrw‘n, e)n tou/tw ou(”~tos
par e/ st hken e)nw/ pi on u(mvn u(gi h/s.
b> text, Ps. 118:22. 11 ou(”~to/s e)stin o( li/qgos of
e) cougenhqgeils u(f' u(m™n tw*n oi)kodo/ mm, o
geno/ nenos ei)s kefal h\n gwni/ as.
3) Ceneralization:
a> 12 kai\ ou)k e)/stin e)n a)/llw ou)deni\ h( swhri/a,
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4. Pri
a)

b)

d)

b> ou)de\ ga\r o)/ noma/ e)stin e(/teron u(po\ to\n
ou)rano\n to\ dedone/non e)n a)ngrw pois e)n w("| dei "
swgh”™nai h(ma”s.

ests:
13 Qwroutntes de\ th\n tou™ Pe/trou parrhsi/an kai\
) Iwa/ nnou, kai\ katal abo/nenoi o(/ti a)/ngrwpoi a)gral/nmmatoi/
ei)sin kai\ i)diwrai, e)gau/ mazon e)pegi/ nwsko/n te au)tou\s
o(/ti su\n tw‘| )Ihsou”™ h)”"san:
14 to/n te a)/ngrwon bl e/pontes su\n au)toi”s e(stwta to\n
t eqger apeune/ non ou)de\ n ei)”~xon a)ntei pei *n.
quote p
1) circunstance: 15 kel eu/santes de\ au)tou\s e)/cw tou”
sunedri/ou a)pel gei *n
2) quote f: sune/ballon pro\s a)llh/lous 16 |e/gontes,
3) quote:
a> Ti/ poih/swren toi”s a)ngrw pois tou/tois;
b> awar eness quote p
1> text: o(/ti me\n ga\r gnwsto\n shnei “on ge/ gonen di
au)twtn
2> quote f:
a: pa”sin toi”s katoi kou”sin )Ilerousal h\m fanero/n,
b: kai\ ou) duna/nega a)rnei *sqgai
c> 17 a)ll' i(/na mh\ e)pi\ plei~on dianenhgh”| ei)s to\n
|l ao/n, a)peil hsw nega au)toi*s nmhke/ti |alei”™n e)pi)\
twr o)no/mati tou/tw nhdeni\ a)nqrw pwn.
[Shift to epi here and in v.18, fromen used earlier:
don't even nention his name, let alone think of acting
on his authority]
quote p
1) circunstance: 18 kai\ kal e/santes au)tou\s parh/ggeil an
to\ kaqgo/l ou mh\ fqge/ggesqai nhde\ dida/skein e)pi\ tw}|
o)no/ mati tou” )I hsou”.

5. Peter and John: quote p

a)

b)

C. 23-31,

quote f: 19 o( de\ Pe/tros kai\ )Ilwa/nnhs a)pokrige/ntes

ei ) pon pro\s au)tou/s,

quot e:

1) Ei) di/kaio/n e)stin e)nw pion tou® geou® u(mvn a)kou/ein
ma™l 1l on h)\ tou” qgeou”, Kkri/nate,

2) 20 ou) duna/nega ga\r h(nei”s a(\ ei)/damen kai\
h) kou/ samen nmh\ | al ei *n.
[This, rather than priestly qualification, is the only
basis for a godly ninistry.]

ests

21 oi( de\ prosapeil hsa/ nenoi a)pe/lusan au)tou/s, nhde\n
eu(ri/skontes to\ pw‘'s kola/swntai au)tou/s, dia\ to\n |ao/n,
o(/ti pa/ntes e)do/cazon to\n geo\n e)pi\ tw‘| gegono/ti:

22 e)tw*n ga\r h)”n pleio/ nwn tesseral/ konta o( a)/ngrwos
e)f' o(\n gego/nei to\ shnei”on tourto th"s i)alsews.

The Afterneeting (next study)



