Acts 3, The Healing of the Lane Man
Novenber 20, 1991
H. Van Dyke Par unak

Overvi ew

For nmany years | had the inpression that having a witness for the
Lord was a rare experience, shared only by a sel ect subset of
bel i evers who devoted thensel ves explicitly to nissionary or
evangel i stic work and spent all their energies |ooking for people to
whom t o preach

There are such folk, and we praise God for them and seek to
encourage them But every one of us can have a testinony for the
Lord, in the course of our daily lives. This was the nessage of the
contrast between 2:42, 47, between the believers and the Lord. They
exercised the basic |life of the church, and the Lord saved fol k.
Chapter 3 shows us a specific exanple of this.

This week, we will observe:

1. The general flow of events: How do opportunities for w tness
ari se?

2. Two |l essons fromthe healing itself:
a) Howis our mnistry like the Lord' s?
b) What can physical healing teach us about spiritual salvation?

I n subsequent studies we will consider

1. Analysis of the sernpn: Wat does one say to conmuni cate the
gospel ?

2. The apostles' trial before the tenple rulers: How do we bear
witness to those who are antagonistic to the gospel ?

3. The reunion with the other believers: How should the church
respond to such trials?

The Pattern of the Day

The apostles often went on preaching trips. Cf. Paul's nissionary
journies. Ch. 3 is different. To all appearances, Peter and John set
out to the tenple to worship, not to evangelize, but one thing | ed

t o anot her.

1. 3:1, Wiy were Peter and John going to the tenple?

a) Lk 24:53 records that after the Lord's ascension the believers
"were continually in the tenple, praising and bl essing God. "

b) Acts 2:46 shows that the tenple was one of their neeting
pl aces. They were, after all, Jews.

c) The Jews prayed three tines a day in the tenple: at the
nor ni ng and eveni ng sacrifices, and also at noon. Cf. Psa.
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d)

e)

55:17. This is 3PM the evening time of prayer.

The sinpl est assunption is that they were going to pray! They
were following the activities of 2:42; now the Lord will do
his part to save unbelievers.

Application: W need to devote ourselves steadfastly, wth
del i berate dedication, to our life together as believers, if
we woul d see the Lord work through us.

2. 3:2-8, Healing a lane nan, after the Lord's exanple

a)

b)

v.2 "Was carried"--the verb tense indicates that his friends
carried himto the gate just as Peter and John arrived. Five
m nutes earlier and they would have ni ssed him

W will analyze the healing nore fully later. Under the Lord's
| eadershi p they had gone out to preach and heal (the nission
of the 12, also of the 70). Wen they saw this beggar they
were filled with conpassi on and gave hi m what they coul d.

Application: Are we sensitive to the Lord's leading daily in
our interactions with other people? Wiat if Peter and John had
said, "Let's not bother with himjust now, we're late for the
sacrifice." Every person we neet, every conversati on we have,
may be an opportunity for the gospel.

3. 3:9-26, Exploiting the resulting excitement to proclaimthe good
news.

a)

b)

This man and his condition were well known to the regul ars at
the tenple services. To see himwal ki ng and | eapi ng aroused no
small curiosity in them

Peter capitalizes on their interest to direct their attention
to the gospel.

Application: As believers, our lives will be different, and
people will notice. If we are truly saved, these are a given.
The big question is, will we exploit their interest? Years

later, Peter wote (1Pe 3:15), "But sanctify the Lord God in
your hearts: and [be] ready always to [give] an answer to
every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you

wi th neekness and fear." Can you explain the gospel sinply in
a mnute or less, in your own words, at the drop of a hat?
Practice with your famly, so that you'll be ready.

4. 4:1-22, Good and bad reactions

a)

b)

The official religious | eaders arrested the apostl es
overnight, and interrogated themthe next day.

But the Spirit worked in the hearts of the hearers, and nmany
wer e saved.



1) There had been about 3000 believers all together, 2:41.

2) Now "the nunber of the nmles cane to be about 5000," not
even counting the wonen and children. Possibly as nmany were
saved here as on the day of Pentecost!

c) Application: W will get both kinds of response, and should
expect it. Like the sower, we will find sone of our seed | ost
to the birds, the thorns, or the sun, but other will succeed.
As | ong as we expect a ni xed response, we won't be bow ed over
when it cones.

4:23-31, the believers' response

a) It wasn't pleasant to be interrogated and threatened by the
Jewi sh | eaders. Peter and John return to their brethren, and
t oget her they seek encouragenent fromthe Lord, which he
graci ously grants.

b) They particularly pray for boldness to continue their w tness
in the face of opposition.

c) Application: The encouragenent of one another and the Lord's
encour agenent through prayer are essential to our continued
t esti nony.

Summary: |f your gift is evangelism you will plan speci al
evangelistic activities and execute those plans. If it isn't, God
still wants to use you as a witness, in the ebb and flow of daily

life. Follow the pattern of this chapter:
a) Be faithful in the activities of the |ocal assenbly.

b) Seek to imtate the Lord in kindness and conpassi on to those
around you.

c) When others notice the difference Christ nakes, take advantage
of the opening to glorify himbefore them

d) Expect a ni xed response.

e) Share your experiences with your brothers and sisters, and
seek renewed bol dness from the Lord.

B. 3:2-8, Physical and Spiritual Healing
The healing itself has two spiritual |essons for us.

1

The first comes from an observation of the strong simlarities
between this healing and the Lord's healing of the lane man in
John 5, showing that the Lord's power is available to his

foll owers when they act in his nane.

The second cones from Peter's point in his sernpbn that the one
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who revitalized this man (v.16) can revive their failed spiritual
condition (3:20, where "refreshing” is sonetinmes used in nedica
texts to describe healing). Thus he invites us to draw a
conpari son between the | ame man's physi cal experience and what
happens in spiritual sal vation.

1. The healing in John 5 at the Pool of Bethesda is a very cl ose
parallel to Acts 3. This is hardly an accident, since John is
with Peter at this first apostolic healing. Though the events in
John precede those in Acts, John is probably witten after Acts,
and frequently draws out points fromthe |life of Christ agai nst
t he background of the life and teaching of the early church (cf.
justification by faith; neaning of the Lord' s Supper).

a) The simlarities:

1) The ailnent is the sane (| aneness).

2) The length of the ailnment is nentioned in both cases, and
is about the sane (about 40 years).

3) The suppliant is at a gate of the tenple, seeking sone kind
of hel p.

4) Only in Acts 3, John 5, and Luke 5:23 does the heal er
command the patient "rise up and wal k. "

5) In both Acts 3 and John 5, the healing | eads to official
opposi tion.

6) Patient ends up in the tenple, presumably giving thanks

(Jn. 5:14).

b) The inmplications of this simlarity: John 14:12, "Verily,
verily, | say unto you, He that believeth on ne, the works
that | do shall he do al so; and greater [works] than these
shall he do; because | go unto ny Father. 13 And what soever
ye shall ask in nmy name, that will | do, that the Father may
be glorified in the Son. 14 |If ye shall ask any thing in ny
nane, | will do [it]."

1) Note Peter's enphasis on this healing "in the nane of Jesus
Chri st of Nazareth," 3:6, cf. 3:16.

2) This first miracle in Acts thus beconmes the proof of the
prom se of John 14: 12, evidence that the Lord Jesus really
is continuing his work through his church.

2. Consider now parallels between this healing spiritual salvation

a) This man has been |lane since birth (3:2), for nore than forty
years (4:22).

So the disease of sin clings to us frombirth. W are born in
sin (Psa. 51:5), and go astray fromthe wonb (Psa. 58:3). No
one is born a Christian. Al must be converted. But no natter
how | ong we have been rebels against Christ, it is never to
late to receive life fromhim

b) The suppliant is at a gate of the tenple, seeking sone kind of
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d)

hel p. Cf. Psa. 10:14. Throughout the O God is the protector
of the poor, the fatherless, the stranger, and the wi dow, and
demands that his people watch out for them By having his
friends bring himto the tenple, he is seeking, the best he
can, the help that God offers him

So t hose whom God saves first of all have an inclination
toward him God never saves us against our will. Deut. 4:29,
"But if fromthence thou shalt seek the LORD thy God, thou
shalt find [hin], if thou seek himwith all thy heart and with
all thy soul." Jer. 29:13, "And ye shall seek ne, and find
[me], when ye shall search for me with all your heart.™

The man is |lane, yet the heal er conmands himto "rise up and
wal k" (only in Acts 3, John 5, and Luke 5:23), sonething
patently inpossible for himin his condition. In order for him
to do it, he nmust have faith that in fact he has al ready been
heal ed!

So faith is both the basis and the evidence of our sal vati on.
The things that God asks of us--repentance and conpl ete
commitnent to him-are i npossible for those who are dead in
trespasses and sins. The very fact that we can foll ow him
proves that we have already been raised to newness of |ife.

In both Acts 3 and John 5, the healing |leads to offici al
opposi ti on.

Such will be our experience when we receive Chri st

spiritually. The world hates our Lord, and it will hate us too
(John 15:18). Godliness is guaranteed to yield persecution (2
Tim 3:12).

Patient ends up in the tenple, giving thanks.
So those who have truly received Christ will associate with

Cod' s people and seek in all that they do to give praise to
God for his wonderful gift of sal vation.

Sunmar y

1. Walk with the Lord day by day, and he will use you for his
glory. Renenber: the believers dedi cated thenselves to
serving the Lord, and he added believers to them The nost
i nportant thing we can do to be effective in evangelismis
to devote ourselves to our personal and corporate spiritual
lives.

2. Count on his power as we seek to nminister in his nane.

3. Rejoice in the spiritual healing that he has provi ded us.

Hym:

512, "Christ liveth in nme"; Psalm 32, "How blest is

he whose trespass..."



Anal ysi s

Setting
1. 1 Epi to auto de Pe/tros kai\ )Iwa/nnhs a)ne/bainon ei)s to\
i(ero\n e)pi\ th\n w(/ran th”s proseuxh”™s th\n e)na/thn. (Does
this carry over fromv. 42???)
2. comment p--conpare the lane man in John 5!
a) text: 2 kai/ tis a)nh\r xwlo\s e)k koili/as nmhtro\s au)tou”®
u( pa/ rxwn e)bastal/ zet o,
b) comment-1: o(\n e)ti/qoun kaq' h(ne/ran pro\s th\n qu/ran tou”®
i (erou® th\n | egonme/nhn (Wai/an tou”™ ai)tei“n e)l ehnbsu/ nhn
para\ tw'n ei)sporeuone/nwn ei)s to\ i(ero/n:
c) coment-2: 3 o(\s i)dwn Pe/tron kai\ )Iwa/nnhn ne/ll ontas
ei)sie/nai ei)s to\ i(ero\n h)rwta e)l ehnosu/ nhn | abei ~n.

I nt er change
1. 4 a)teni/sas de\ Pe/tros ei)s au)to\n su\n tw'‘| )Ilwa/nnh|
ei )“pen, Ble/yon ei)s h(ma”s.
2. 5 o( de\ e)pei*xen au)toi”s prosdokw*n ti par' au)tw'n | abei "n.
3.
a) quote p
1) quote f: 6 ei)”pen de\ Pe/tros,
2) quot e:
a> )Argu/rion kai\ xrusi/on ou)x u(pal/rxei noi,
b> o(\ de\ e)/xw tou~to/ soi di/dwm:
c>e)n tw'| o)no/mati )l hsou™ Xristou™ tou™ Nazw ai/ ou
[e)/geire kai\] peripaltei.
b) 7 kai\ pia/sas au)to\n th”s decia”s xeiro\s h)/geiren

au)to/n:
Event s
1. paraxrh”ma de\ e)sterew ghsan ai ( ba/seis au)tou” kai\ ta\
sf udr a/,

8 kai\ e)callo/nenos e)/sth

kai\ periepal/tei,

kai\ ei)sh”lgen su\n au)toi”s ei)s to\ i(ero\n peripatw*n kai\

a(ll o/ menos kai\ ai)nw'n to\n geo/n.

9 kai\ ei)”den pa”s o( laols au)to\n peripatournta kai\

ai ) nou™nta to\n geo/n,

| ead-in

a) 10 e)pegi/nwskon te\ au)to\n o(/ti au)tols h)"n o( pro\s th\n
e) | ehnosu/ nhn kagh/ nenos e)pi\ th*| (Wai/a|] Pu/lh| tou”®
i (erou”,

b) kai\ e)pl h/sghsan qa/ nbous kai\ e)kstal/sews e)pi\ tw'|
sunbebhko/ti au)tw‘].

o o kN

11 Kratou”ntos de\ au)tou”™ to\n Pe/tron kai\ to\n )Ilwa/ nnhn
sune/ dranen pa®s o( lao\s pro\s au)tou\s e)pi\ th”| stoa”| th"|
kal oume/ nh| Sol omw*nt os e)/ kganboi .

quote p: Peter's sernon
1. quote f: 12 i)dwn de\ o( Pe/tros a)pekri/nato prols to\n | ao/n,



2.

quot e:
a) chiasm their sin, in contrast with the rtness of Jesus

b)

1) Healing of the |ane nan
a> )/ Andres )Israhli~tai,
b> ti/ qaunma/zete e)pi\ tou/tw,
c> h)\ h(mi~n ti/ a)teni/zete W(s i)di/a] duna/nei h)\
eu) sebei / al] pepoi hko/ sin tou”™ peripatei ~n au)to/n;
2) God glorified Jesus
13 o( qgeo\s )Abraa\mkai\ [o( geo\s] )lIsaa\k kai\ [of
geo\s] )lakw b, o( geo\s tw'n pate/rwn h(mvn, e)do/casen
to\n pai ~da au)tou” )I hsou”™n,
3) You betrayed Jesus
a> o(\n u(nei”s nme\n [in contrast with Pilate? or w.r.t.
v. 157]
1> par edw kat e
2> kai\ h)rnh/sasqe kata\ pro/swon Pil a/tou,
4) Pilate wanted to release him
kri/nantos e)kei/ nou a)pol u/ ei n:
5) You betrayed Jesus
14 u(nei”s de\ to\n a(/gion kai\ di/kaion h)rnh/sasqge,
a> kai\ h)|th/sasqge a)/ndra fone/a xarisgh®nai u(m "n,
b> 15 to\n de\ a)rxhgo\n th”s zwh”"s a) pektei/ nate,
6) God glorified Jesus
a> o(\n o( geo\s h)/geiren e)k nekrw'n,
b> ou(” h(nmei” s nma/rture/s e)snen.
7) Healing of the | ane nan
a> 16 kai\ e)pi\ th”| pi/stei tou® o)no/nmatos au)tou”
touton o(\n gewei"te kai\ oi)/date e)stere/wsen to\
0)/ nonma au)t ou”®,
b> kai\ h( pi/stis h( di' au)tou® e)/dwken au)tw‘| th\n
o(l okl hri/an tau/thn a)pe/nanti pa/ntwn u( mv‘n.
anpl p: their duty, in view of the OT prophecy
1) summary: you ... prophecies
a> 17 kai\ nu~rn, a)delfoi/, oi)~da o(/ti kata\ a)/gnoian
e)pral/ cate, W /sper kai\ oi( a)/rxontes u(m'n:
b> 18 o( de\ geo\s a(\ prokath/ggeil en dia\ sto/natos
pa/ ntwn tw*n prof htw‘n paqgei *n to\n Xristo\n au)tou”®
e)pl h/ rwsen ou(/tws.

2) anplification (chiastic: you ... prophets ... you ..
prophets ... you )
a> command: notive p
1> text:

a: 19 netanoh/sate ou)”n
b: kai\ e)pistre/yate
2> notive-1: ei)s to\ e)cal eifgh®nai u(m»™n ta\s
a(marti/ as,
3> notive-2: o(/pws a)\n
a: e)/lgwsin kairoi\ a)nayu/cews a)po\ prosw pou tou”®
kuri/ou
b: coment p
1. text: 20 kai\ a)postei/lh| to\n
prokexeiri sme/ non u(m ~n Xristo/n, )l hsou”™n,
2: coment-1 <Xriston> 21 o(\n dei”™ ou)rano\n
me\ n de/ casgai a)/xri xro/ nwn a)pokat ast al/ sews
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b>

c>

F. The twofold
1. O ficial
a) 4.1

pa/ nt wn
3: comment-2 <Xriston>: ampl p
A text: w(™n e)la/lhsen o( qeo\s dia\
sto/matos tw'n a(gi/wn a)p' ai)w*nos au)tou”

pr of ht whn.
B. anpl: men-de para.
1. quote p
a) quote f: 22 Mw+sh”s ne\n ei)*pen
o(/ti
b) quote:

1) Profh/thn u(m ~n a)nasth/ sei
ku/rios o( geo\s u(mn e)k tw'n
a)del fw*n u(mv*n W(s e)ne/:

2) au)tou” a)kou/sesqge kata\ pa/nta
o(/sa a)\n lalh/sh| pro\s u(m”s.

3) 23 e)/stai de\ pa”“sa yuxh\ h(/tis
e)a\n nmh\ a)kou/sh| tou”™ profh/tou
e) kei / nou e)col egreuqgh/ setai e)k
t ou”™ | aou”.

2. 24 kai\ pa/ntes de\ oi( profh~tai a)po\
Sanmobuh\|l kai\ tw‘*n kagech”s o(/ soi
e)l a/l hsan kai\ kath/ggeilan ta\s
h(ne/ras tau/tas.
25 u(nei”s e)ste oi( ui(oi\ tw'n profhtw*n kai\ th”s
di agh/ khs h(”~s die/geto o( geo\s pro\s tou\s pate/ras
u( mvn,
1> quote p
a: quote f: le/gwn pro\s )Abraa/m
b: quote: Kai\ e)n tw*| spe/rmati/ sou
[ €) n] eul oghgh/ sontai pa”“sai ai( patriai\ th”s
gh”s.
26 u(m ~n prw*ton a)nasth/sas o( geo\s to\n pai ~*da
au)tou” a)pe/steilen au)to\n eu)l ogou*nta u(ma”s e)n
twr| a)postre/fein e(/kaston a)po\ tw'‘n ponhriw'n
u( mvin.

reacti on (hinge paragraph btw. sernon and trial)

Lal ou/ ntwn de\ au)tw'n prol\s to\n | ao\n e)pe/sthsan

au)toi”s oi( i(erei”s kai\ o( strathgo\s tou” i(erou” kai\ oi(
Saddoukai *oi ,
2 di aponou/ nenoi dia\ to\ dida/skein au)toul\s to\n |lao\n kai\
katagge/llein e)n tw'| )lhsou® th\n a)na/stasin th\n e)k
nekr w'n,
b) 3 kai\ e)pe/balon au)toi”s ta\s xei ras
C) reason p
1) text: kai\ e)/qgento ei)s th/rhsin ei)s th\n au)/rion:
2) reason: h)”n ga\r e(spe/ra h)/dh.

2. Popul ar:

a) 4 polloi\ de\ tw'n a)kousa/ntwn to\n | o/gon e)pi/steusan,

b) kai\

e)genh/gh [o(] a)rignp\s tw'n a)ndrw*n [w(s] xilialdes

pe/ nt e.

G The trial (next study)






