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Overvi ew

1

The trip begins and ends with Paul refreshed by his Christian
friends.

In between, three episodes show the Lord' s conti nued work through
Paul : the conference at Fair Havens; the stormon the sea; the
three nonths at Malta. Points of conparison anbng them
a) Paul's actions grow nore powerful: hunman wi sdom prophecy;
m racles. (And people' s response increases in proportion:
di sregard; obey; worship.)
b) I ncreasi ng dangers he faces: conpetent crew, natural disaster;
del i berat e human ant agoni sm
c) The correl ati on between these is not accidental. God gives
"just-in-tinme" training; does not force us to carry along a
l oad of material that we don't need yet.

Lessons:

a) The value of the ministry of encouragenent; believers whose
nanes we shall never know this side of heaven were used of God
to strengthen Paul for the Lord's use during this tinme. 1 Cor.
12: 21- 25.

b) How God's work through us neets the denands of our
circunstances. "Don't expect dying grace until it's time to
die."

c) The relative roles of God's sovereign rule and our effort. If
we seek to deliver ourselves, we will fail. But when we
realize that we are hel pl ess, suddenly he enables us to work
very diligently and very effectively. (Cf. our church
situation just now.)

d) How God can use us in "secular" contexts; not just in
spiritual mnistry. God' s guidance and enpowernent extends to
all of our life.

This |l esson: cover initial refreshnent and first two of the three
epi sodes with Paul. Next |l esson will cover third episode, second
time with friends, and noving on to Rone.

A. 1-6, Refreshnent by Friends

1

Luke and Ari starchus. They probably have been with himin
Caesarea. In Col. 4:10 Aristarchus is called his

"fell owprisoner"; may have been arrested with himin the tenple
(and Luke mi ght have been mi stakenly thought to be the Gentile
accused of polluting the tenple). Note "it was deternined that we
should sail,” inplying that Luke and Aristarchus were included in
Fest us' deci sion. Paul does not travel alone--never in mssionary
outreach, and now the Lord does not | eave hi mal one even as a

pri soner.



Believers at Sidon. "Refresh hinmself" is literally, "receive
care." He is passive, not active, in this effort; suggests he was
ill or perhaps depressed under the turn events had taken; his

| ast recorded word fromthe Lord was in 23:11, since which tine
he has been unjustly incarcerated for over two years. He nay well
despair of the Lord's work in his life. At the end of his

m ssi onary journeys everyone cane to hear himon his coastal
stops; now these sinple saints mnister to the Great Apostle.

Application: Qur need to encourage one another. No one is at the
top of the spiritual pile. W all need shepherdi ng and
encour agi ng--even those whomwe tend to think of as shepherds and
encour agers.

7-13, Consultation at Fair Havens: Paul as Counsel or
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6-8, they are now on a different ship. The first was a coasta
tradi ng vessel; the second was a grain ship from Al exandri a
headed to Rone, which got nbst of her grain from overseas.

7-8 show that progress was difficult and sl ower than expected,;
the winds did not favor them Even at Fair Havens they waited
"much time" for conditions to permt themto proceed. It's clear
they will have to wi nter somewhere.

9-10, Paul urges caution.

"The fast" (Day of Atonenent) was past, and beyond that point
shi ppi ng generally ceased on the Med. until spring. Better to
Wi nter over where they were.

Note his words, "I perceive." Later he will report a nessage from
the Lord. Perhaps this is only his personal opinion here; even if
the Lord has showed himthis, they are not yet ready to hear from
God. Not until God's judgnents are in the earth will the

i nhabitants of the earth listen to him Isa. 26:9.

11-13, Decision to proceed

a) Not a favorable place to winter; an open harbor, w thout good
protection; only a small town (lack of entertai nnent?) The
sailors would rather winter in Phoenix, only 40 miles further
down the coast, only six hours with favorabl e w nds.

b) Wien the wi nds pick up, they decide to make a run for it. The
sequel shows that this is a m stake.

Applicati ons:

a) Hunan deci si ons are al ways nade under uncertainty and sone
nmeasure of risk, and Eccl. 11:4 urges us not to be di scouraged
at the sight of the winds and clouds. At the sane tine, we are
urged to be "content with such things as we have,"” Heb. 13:5.
In this case, the sequel shows that Paul's caution was the
wi ser step. Don't throw away God's bl essi ngs through greed for
even nore.



b) Paul states his position, but does not keep arguing for it.
Doesn't "have to be right." Cf. 21:14; believers state their
case and then leave it with the Lord. Only if we distrust him
do we need to keep pushing. Cf. Titus 3:10--even a heretic
gets only one or two adnonitions. God is not glorified by
sust ai ned ar gunent.

In the face of fair winds and with the prospect of a better harbor,
Paul can only be a counsel or. Wen di saster cones upon the conpany,
they are ready to receive himas a prophet.

14- 40, The Storm at Sea: Paul as Prophet

Overvi ew. between descriptions of how the sail ors abandoned the ship
to the wind and sea (15-19) and how t hey regai ned control (39-40),
Paul makes three utterances. During the tine that nen are hel pl ess,
God speaks. Yet they are not totally hel pless, for Paul's second and
third statenents i npl ement steps needed to realize the prom se of
the first. God' s sovereignty does not nmake our work unnecessary, but
i ncorporates it.

1. 14-19, Surrender to the storm

a) Pull the ship's boat on board (it had been trailing behind);

b) Bind the ship around with cabl es specially prepared, to keep
it fromconi ng apart (conmmon practice even in the British navy
in the 19th century);

c) Strike sail to keep from being blown into Africa;

d) Dunp nost of the cargo to lighten the ship and conpensate for
wat er al ready shi pped;

e) Throw away what ever equi pnent they could, for the sane reason.

Application: Note the effect of trials--to force us to get rid
of excess baggage, and realize the linmts of our own
abilities! These actions constitute a vivid confession by the
sailors that they are unable to nanage their own affairs; now
CGod can step in. So in our lives: as long as we think we can
do it by ourselves, God lets us try, Isa. 50:10-51: 2.

2. 20-26, Paul's first word: divine encouragenent.

a) Setting: many days without sun or stars (so no way to know
where they were); no food (hard to cook on a tossing ship);
despair even anpbng Paul's party ("all hope that we should be
saved").

b) 21 "I told you so," not to nock the others, but paired (nmen-de
with 26. You thought the choice was Fair Havens or Phoeni x; in
fact it was Fair Havens or a certain island. (Man proposes;
God di sposes.)

c) Encouragenent: "Be of good cheer." Paul is speaking to hinself
as well as the others. Reason: God has confirned his m ssion
to Rone.

d) Note the overflow effect of God's bl essings. Because God wants
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to get Paul to Rome, the others will be preserved as well.
CGuard agai nst two errors.

1)

2)

Noti on that God cannot or will not bl ess unbelievers. He
both can and does; causes his rain to fall on the just and
unjust. Indeed, these blessings increase their liability to

j udgnent, but can al so be appealed to as a grounds for
belief (cf. Paul in Lystra, 14:17).

Assunption that if God is blessing nme, | must be OK
spiritually. If you have not repented of your sin and

recei ved the Lord Jesus, you are headed for hell, no natter
what your circunstances of life are. Particul arly dangerous
if you are close to believers; you nmay ni stake the overfl ow
of God's blessings to them for his evaluation of your
st at us.

Conmpare Paul with Jonah. Both were God's nessengers to the
Centiles; both were central in a storny boat ride.

1)

2)

3)

Di fferences

a> Jonah was fleeing the place to which God sent him
(Ni neveh); Paul was heading for his divine destination
( Rone) .

b> Jonah was traveling willingly; Paul, as a prisoner.

c> Jonah was the cause of the storm Paul was the cause for
del i ver ance.

Simlarities

a> Both nen interpret the stormto their fell owtravel ers.

b> Both nen bring deliverance to their fellows (though in
di fferent ways; Jonah by sel f-sacrifice; Paul because he
carries God's bl essing).

c> Both trips end with the hero cast up on the shore, not
at the destination.

d> Utimately, both of themreach their destination.

Luke's point in this (a pattern that he follows frequently
in other parts, cf. the Elijah-Elisha parallels in the
stories of the Seven in ch. 6ff): enphasizes the continuity
of the NT with the A d, and further defends Paul's basic
Jewi shness agai nst his Jewi sh adversaries. How can they
honor Jonah as a prophet, and yet reject Paul, whose
commitnent to the Lord excels that of Jonah?

The first word is a divine prophecy. The second and third are
practical advice, exhortations presented as necessary if they are
to realize the blessing prom sed by God. Shows that Paul doesn't
find divine power and human agency nutual ly excl usive.

27-32,

Paul ' s second word: warni ng about defectors.

a) Setting: In the mddle of the fourteenth night since | eaving
Fair Havens, the sailors hear breakers, and know that they are
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near |land. Leads to two sets of actions, one legitinate and
t he ot her not.

1) Legitimate: drop anchor to keep from being driven onto the
rocks. Miuch better to beach the ship deliberately when day
cones than to founder far fromshore in the mddle of the
ni ght .

2) lllegitimate: the sailors decide to take the small boat and
head for shore, |eaving the passengers behind.

b) 31, Paul's warning. The sailors will be needed to bring the
boat close to land in the norning. If they are allowed to
escape, the other passengers will probably drown. "You cannot

be saved," even though he has earlier prom sed "there shall be
no loss of any nan's |ife anbong you."

c) So the soldiers stop them

4. 33-37, Paul's third word: urges themto eat.
"This is for your health," lit. "salvation." They will need
strength to guide the ship to |l and. Once again, God's promise is
to be acconplished through hunman activity.

Note parallels with the feeding of the 5000 as in Matthew 14 and

Mark 6 (cited here) (NOT Luke):

a) People in a renpte place wi thout food (35-36);

b) Spiritual | eader takes the initiative in finding them food;

c) G ves thanks to God;

d) Explicit report of eating (42);

e) Count given after the event (44; in Luke, it's before);

f) Feeding followed by deliverance froma storny sea (NOT in
Luke, but Mark 6:45-51).

Thus as Luke has previously contrasted Paul w th Jonah, the
unf ai t hful prophet, here he presents Paul as wal king in the
steps of the "prophet |ike unto Mdses," who feeds his people
with heavenly bread better than manna and delivers them from a
sea greater than the Red Sea.

5. 38-40, Retaking Control (cf. 15-19)

Havi ng suffered the discipline of the storm and realized that

Cod is their only source of salvation, now they are enabled to

regain control of their craft, and by their skill under God to

bring it within reach of shore. Actions:

a) Further lighten the ship by discarding the rest of the cargo;

b) Cut the anchors free (it's the anchors, not the people, whom
they commit to the sea);

c) Lower the rudder paddles (which had been tied up out of the
way so as not to foul the anchors going out the stern);

d) Rai se the nmainsail;

e) Make way toward the shore.

Sunmar y



God equi ps Paul according to the need of the nmonent; human wi sdom
when things are under control, special revel ati on when he needs
it.

God can bl ess unbelievers through believers; Paul's divine gift
here works for the physical salvation of the entire conpany. Thus
it's key that we not confuse salvation wi th happi ness. Be sure
that you're saved. And as a believer, realize that God sonetines
wants you to serve him by hel pi ng unbelievers in secular ways, in
addition to mnistries that we think of as nore spiritual.

The role of hunman effort in acconmplishing God' s purposes. Avoid
two errors:
a) Qur works cannot save us, and if we try to save oursel ves

wi t hout recogni zi ng our need and God's sovereignty, we shall

fail. W need to cone to the point where we throw everyt hing
overboard and are adrift.
b) As we trust in God, he nmay well instruct us to take deliberate

action, just as Paul here requires the sailors to stay aboard
and urges everyone to be strengthened through food in order to
beach the ship successfully.

Hymm: Psa. 133 (the fellowship of believers); 107:23-32 (after the
storm

Anal ysi s

Can we focus on Paul's involvenent, and so identify episodes?
Not e bracketing with references to Paul's encouragenent by his
friends; three center sections show an increase in the respect
accorded by others to him fromrejected counselor, to respected
prophet, to one revered as a god.

A. 1-6, Paul's Resources: H s Friends

1

1, Paul committed to centurion

27:1 (W de\ e)kri/gh tou™ a)poplein h(nma”s ei)s th\n
YItali/an, paredi/doun to/n te Pau”lon kai/ tinas e(te/rous
desmw/ tas e(katonta/rxh| o)no/nmati )louli/w spei/rhs Sebasth”s.

2-6, First ship, Caesarea to Lycia
a) First stage: to Sidon
1) 2 e)piba/ntes de\ ploi/w )Adranutthnw*| ne/llonti plei”™n
ei)s toul\s kata\ th\n )Asi/an to/pous a)nh/xghnen, o0)/ntos
sul\n h(m ~n )Arista/rxou Makedo/ nos Qessal oni ke/ ws:
2) 3 th”] te e(te/ral kath/xghnen ei)s Sidw‘'na,
3) filangrw pws te o( )lou/lios tw'| Pau/lw xrhsal/nenos
e)pe/treyen pro\s touls fi/lous poreuqe/nti e)pinelei/as
t uxei *n.
b) Second stage: to Lycia
1) 4 ka)kei ~gen a)naxqe/ ntes u(pepl eu/ samen th\n Ku/ pron dia\
to\ toul\s a)ne/nous ei)”™nai e)nanti/ous,
2) 5 to/ te pel/lagos to\ kata\ th\n Kiliki/an kai\ Panfuli/an
di apl eu/ santes kath/l gonen ei)s Mi/ra th”s Luki/ as.
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c) Transition: new boat
6 ka)kei™ eu(rwn o( e(katontal/rxhs ploi”on )Al ecandri ~non
ple/on ei)s th\n )Itali/an e)nebi/basen h(na”s ei)s au)to/.

7-13, Paul's Wsdom Don't Sail.
"I perceive"---human wi sdom That's all they will receive under
t hese ci rcunst ances.

1. 7-8, Second Ship, Lycia to Fair Haven
a) 7 e)n i(kanai”™s de\ h(ne/rais bradupl oou*ntes kai\ no/lis
geno/ nenoi kata\ th\n Kni/don, nmh\ prosew‘ntos h(ma”s tou”
a) ne/ nou, u(pepl eu/sanen th\n Krh/thn kata\ Sal mwv/ nhn,
b) 8 no/lis te paral ego/menoi au)th\n h)/l gomen ei)s to/pon
ti na\ kal ou/ mrenon Kal ou\s Line/nas, W] e)ggu\s po/lis h)"n
Lasai / a.

2. 9-13, Conference in Fair Haven

a) quote p
1) time: 9 (I kanou® de\ xro/nou di agenone/ nou kai\ 0)/ntos
h)/ dh e) pi sfal ou®s tou™ ploo\s dia\ to\ kai\ th\n nhstei/an
h) / dh par el hl uge/ nai ,
2) quote f: parh/|nei o( Pau”l os 10 |e/gwn au)toi?’s,
3) quote:
a> )/ Andr es,
b> gewrw* o(/ti nmeta\ u(/brews kai\ poll h”s zhm /as ou)
mo/ non tou”® forti/ou kai\ tou”™ ploi/ou a)lla\ kai\ tw'n
yuxw*n h(mv*n ne/llein e)/sesgai to\n plou”tn.

b) 11 o( de\ e(katonta/rxhs tw‘| kubernh/th| kai\ tw|
naukl h/rw nma”llon e)pei/qgeto h)\ toi”~s u(po\ Pau/lou
| egone/ noi s.

c) 12 a)neuqge/tou de\ tou” linme/nos u(pal/rxontos pro\s
par axei nasi/an oi ( pl ei/ones e)/gento boul h\ n a) naxgh™na
e) kei *gen, ei)/ pws du/nai nto katanth/santes ei)s Foi/ni ka
paraxeinma/sai, linme/na th*s Krh/ths bl e/ponta kata\ |i/ba kai\
kat a\ xw'ron.

d) 13 (Upopneu/santos de\ no/tou do/cantes th”s proge/sews
kekrat hke/ nai, a)/rantes a)”sson parele/gonto th\n Krh/thn.

C. 14-40, The Storm at Sea: Paul's three statenents.

Here he speaks as a prophet of the Lord. Wen di saster strikes,
peopl e become MJCH nore attentive. H s second and third statenents
i npl ement steps needed to carry out the conmnission of the first; he
now has the credibility to nmake it happen.

1. 14 net' ou) polu\ de\ e)/balen kat' au)th”s a)/nenps tufwniko\s
o( kal ou/ nenos Eu)raku/ Il wn:

2. 15-19, anpl p: battening down the hatches and hol di ng on.
a) Sunmmary: 15 sunarpasqge/ntos de\ tou”™ ploi/ou kai\ mh\
dunane/ nou a) nt of qal nei *n tw*| a)ne/my e)pido/ntes
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e) f er o/ neqga.
b) Anplification: (the effects of trials: gets us to throw excess

baggage overboard! forces us to nake choices)

1) 16 nhsi/on de/ ti u(podrano/ntes kal ou/ renon Kau“da
i )sxu/sanen no/lis perikratei s gene/sqgai th”"s ska/fhs,

2) 17 h(\n a)/rantes bohqgei/ais e)xrw‘nto u(pozwnnu/ ntes to\
pl oi ~on:

3) fobou/nenoi/ te mh\ ei)s th\n Su/rtin e)kpe/ swsin,
xal a/ santes to\ skeu™os, ou(/tws e)fe/ronto.

4) 18 sfodrw's de\ xei mazome/ nwn h(mv*n th”| e(ch”s e)kbol h\n
e) poi ou™nt o,

5) 19 kai\ th”| tri/th] au)to/xeires th\n skeuh\n tou”
ploi/ou e)/rriyan.

3. 20-26, Paul's encouragenent in the heart of the storm
a) setting: 20 mh/te de\ h(li/ou mh/te a)/strwn e)pifaino/ ntwn
e)pi\ plei/onas h(nme/ras, xeimv*no/s te ou)k o0)li/gou
e) pi kei me/ nou, | oipo\n perih|jrei”to e)lpi\s pa*sa tou”
sw | zesgai h(nma”s.
b) quote p
1) quote f: 21 Pollh”s te a)siti/as u(parxou/shs to/te
stagei\s o( Pau™l os e)n ne/sw au)tw'n ei)*pen,
2) quot e:

a> )/ Edei ne/n, w” a)/ndres, peigarxh/santal/s noi nmh\
a) na/ gesqai a)po\ th”s Krh/ths kerdh”sai/ te th\n
u(/brin tau/thn kai\ th\n zhmn/an.
men-de contrast concluded in 26 with anot her dew

b> Summary p
1> Detail: double reason p
a: text: 22 kai\ ta\ nu”n parai nw* u(nma”s
eu) qunei *n,
b: reason-1: a)pobol h\ ga\r yuxh”s ou)dem /a e)/stai
e)c u(mv*n pl h\n tou® ploi/ou:
C: reason-2: quote p
1. quote f: 23 pare/sth ga/r noi tau/th| th"|
nukti\ tou”™ qgeou”™ ou(™ ei)m [e)gw ], W”"| kail
latreu/w, a)/ggel os24 |e/gwn,
2: quot e:
A. M\ fobou”, Pau”le:
B. Kai/sari/ se dei”™ parasth”nai
C. kai\ i)dou\ kexal/ristai/ soi o( qgeo\s
pa/ ntas tou\s ple/ontas neta\ sou”.
2> Sunmmary: reason p
a: text: 25 dio\ eu)qunei”te, a)/ndres:
b: reason: pisteu/w ga\r tw‘| gew| o(/ti ou(/tws
e)/stai kaq' o(\n tro/pon lela/lhtai/ noi.

c> 26 ei)s nh”son de/ tina dei™ h(ma”s e) kpesei *n.
4. 27-32, time p: Paul's warning about defectors
Is the structure strong enough to justify taking this as the

focal point of the entire episode??? Probably not, but

8



a)

b)

tinme:
1) 27 (W de\ tessareskai deka/th nu\c e)ge/neto
2) di af erone/ nwn h(mv*n e)n tw*| )Adri/al,
3) kata\ ne/son th”s nukto\s
text:
1) u(peno/oun oi( nau”~tai prosa/gein tina\ au)toi”s xw ran.
2) 28 kai\ boli/santes eu(”~ron o)rguia\s ei)/kosi,
3) braxu\ de\ diasth/santes kai\ pa/lin boli/santes eu(”~ron
o)rgui a\s dekape/ nt e:
4) 29 fobou/nenoi/ te mh/ pou kata\ traxei”s to/pous
e) kpe/ swren, e)k pru/ mhs r(i/yantes a)gku/ras te/ssaras
hu)/ xonto h(ne/ran gene/sqgai. fear--hope contrast
5) The fugitive Boat nen
a> circunstance: 30 tw‘n de\ nautw*n zhtou/ ntwn fugei*n
e)k tou”™ ploi/ou kai\ xalasa/ntwn th\n ska/fhn ei)s th\n
ga/l assan profa/sei Ws e)k prw |rhs a)gku/ras
mel | o/ ntwn e) kt ei / nei n,
b> quote f: 31 ei)”pen o( Pau™l os tw'| e(katonta/rxh| kai\
tois stratiw tais,
c> quote: condition p
To what degree is this hunan wi sdon? The sailors will be
needed to beach the ship the next AM
1> protasis: )Ea\n mh\ ou(”~toi nmei/nwsin e)n tw'|
ploi/w,
2> apodosi s: u(nei”s swgh®nai ou) du/nasqe.
d> 32 to/te a)pel/ koyan oi( stratiwttai ta\ sxoini/a th”"s
skal/ f hs
e> kai\ ei)/asan au)th\n e)kpesei *n.

37, Paul's Picnic--cares for their i medi ate physi cal needs.
time: 33 )/ Axri de\ ou(” h(me/ra h)/nellen gi/nesqai
quote f: pareka/lei o( Pau”l os a(/pantas netal abei *n trof h"s
I e/ gwn,
quot e:
1) Tessar eskai deka/thn sh/ meron h(ne/ran prosdokw'nt es
a)/sitoi diatelei”te, mhge\n prosl abo/ nenoi:
2) 34 dio\ parakal w u(ma”*s netal abei *n trof h"s,
3) tou™to gal\r pro\s th*s u(nmete/ras swhri/as u(pal/rxei:
4) ou)deno\s ga\r u(mv*n qgril\c a)po\ th~”s kefal h*s
a) pol ei "t ai .
35 ei)/pas de\ tautrta kai\ labwn a)/rton eu)xari/sthsen tw}|
gew?| e)nw pion pa/ntwn
kai\ kla/sas h)/rcato e)sqi/ein.
36 eu)/qunoi de\ geno/nenoi pa/ntes kai\ au)toil
prosel a/ bont o trof h”s.
37 h)/mega de\ ai( pa”“sai yuxai\ e)n tw‘| ploi/w diako/siai
e(bdonmh/ konta e(/c.

40, retaking control (cf. 15-19)

38 koresqge/ntes de\ trofh”s e)kou/fizon to\ ploi”~on

e)kbal |l o/ menoi to\n si”~ton ei)s th\n ga/l assan.

39 (/e de\ h(me/ra e)ge/ neto, th\n gh”n ou)k e)pegi/ nwskon,
ko/ 1 pon de/ tina kateno/oun e)/xonta ai)gialo\n ei)s o(\n
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e) boul eu/onto ei) du/nainto e)cw'sai to\ ploi”~on.

d) 40 kai\ tal\s a)gku/ras perielo/ntes ei)/wn ei)s th\n
ga/ | assan,

e) a(/ma a)ne/ntes ta\s zeukthri/as tw'‘n phdali/wn, kai\
e)pa/rantes to\n a)rte/ mma th”| pneou/sh| katei”~xon ei)s to\n
ai )gi al o/n. Taki ng back command after 15-19.
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