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Overvi ew

1. 15-17 and 18-26 both enphasi ze the practical nature of Christian
|l ove, how it shows itself in actions.

2. 18-26 and 27-30 both enphasi ze Jew Gentil e tensions, and contrast
the Christian and Jewi sh ways of dealing with them

3. Thus these bring together Love and Differences.

15-17, The Joy of Practical Christian Love

Three evi dences of how | ove shows itself anobng believers.
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18-

Those of Caesarea acconpany himon the way. Cf. wal ki ng sonmeone
out to their car, or seeing themoff at the airport, instead of
just waving fromthe door. Cf. 10:24, Cornelius waiting for Peter
at the gate of Caesarea.

Mhason provides himl odging. Overall trip of 65 niles, too far
for one day. Cf. hospitality as requirenent for elders (1 Tim
3:2); basic mark of Christian | ove.

The believers in Jerusalemreceive himgladly. Rare word; in NT
el sewhere only in 2:41, how people receive the gospel. They were
literally "delighted" to see him

26, Christian Love Confronts Differences

18, Only elders at this neeting; not open public reception. There
were tensions before, ch. 15, and the | eaders are w sely
cauti ous.

19, Paul's detailed report. As in 14:27; 15:4. NB: here he does
not report to Antioch, but to Jerusalem cf. 18:22. Perhaps he
intends to go on to Antioch, but God has ot her plans.

20- 25, the elders' response.
Lots of discussion over this. Are they breezing over his report
and i nposi ng an unnatural and i nproper burden on hinf

a) Data:

1) They begin by glorifying God for salvation of Gentil es.
Shoul d not question their notive.

2) Luke's Greek shows that their speech should be understood
as continuing that praise, though this is not reflected in
ET.

3) Greek de markers divide the elders' speech into three
parts, at vv. 21 and 25.

b) So we have four steps in their reply. Exam ne nore cl osely.

1) 20a, praise to God for believing Gentil es.



26,

b)

2)

3)

4)

20b, first section of speech: tal ks about believing Jews,
and the Greek construction inplies that this too is praise
to God.

a> Not "Paul, it's great that gentiles are bei ng saved, but
what are we going to do about the Jewi sh believers?”

b> Rather, "Paul, that's great news, and we have great news
too. Not only is the Holy Spirit saving Gentiles; | ook
at how many observant Jews he's saving."

21-24, continues to discuss the believing Jews, this tine
in the face of a possible conflict.

a> 21-22, a false runor is spreading about Paul's teaching,
that he requires Jews to |l eave their Jewi sh practices.

b> 23-24, a specific suggestion: participate in a plainly
jewi sh cerenpny in the tenple to show that you stil
support Jews bei ng Jews.

25 returns to the question of Gentile believers and recalls
t he agreenent of ch. 15 that they need not becone Jews.

Summary: presented as ABba chiasm where

1)
2)

3)

Aa are references to CGentiles, Bb to Jews;

AB descri be praise over salvation in both groups, ab
descri be steps that the church has taken or should take to
avoi d potential problens.

==> This is a carefully crafted presentati on that cl oses
the loop fromch. 15 regarding the relation of Jews and
CGentiles in the church. Both conferences

a> deal with relation of Jews and Gentil es;

b> begin with detailed report from Paul ;

c> include James and the el ders;

d> yield an agreenent that resol ves the issue.

Paul ' s response.

The setting:

1)
2)

3)

4)

Nazirite vow (v.24, "shave their heads").

Requi res expensive sacrifices to conplete, Nunb. 6:14, two
| ambs and a ram

An act of piety to bear the cost for the sacrifices for
poorer Jews; cf. Ant. xix.6.1 for Agrippa s pious action.
==> There are sone poor believing Jews with a Nazirite vow,
who need soneone to bear the cost of their sacrifices. This
Paul is asked to do.

The acti on
Verb tenses are instructive here.

1)
2)

Once, he takes the nen and sanctifies hinself wth them
Repeatedly, he enters into the tenple and announces the
conmpl etion of their days of purification by offering a
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sacrifice; apparently their terns end on different days.
3) He does this repeatedly until a sacrifice has been offered
for each of them

Paul and ani nal sacrifices?

1) He hinself conpleted a Nazirite vow in 18:18-22 (started in
Cenchrea; conpleted in Jerusalen); thus there al so he would
have offered sacrifices. 24:17 suggests that this time al so
he i ntended to offer sacrifice himself.

2) Ezek. 40-48 predicts animal sacrifices in a tenple yet to
be built during the earthly kingdom

3) --> These are to be understood as nenorials. Aninal
sacrifices were never efficacious, always only prospective
of Christ; thus properly understood, they had a place in
t he devoti ons of believing Jews of the first century.

C. 27-30, The Unbelieving Alternative

1

Ti me: Pentecost (cf. 20:16), one of the pilgrimge feasts. There
woul d be Jews in Jerusalem from around the worl d; sone from
Ephesus were there, whom Paul had encountered in Asia.

Their accusati ons of Paul:

a)

b)

c)

He teaches agai nst the people, the law, and the tenple. Seens
to be the sane accusation that the believing Jews have heard
in v.21. But that was false.

More seriously, he has defiled the sanctuary by bringing a
Gentile within the wall, on which was a warning witten, "No
foreigner may enter within the barricade that surrounds the
sanctuary and encl osure. Anyone who is caught doing so wll
have hinself to blane for his ensuing death." See #169 in

I nscriptions Reveal for picture of a fragnent of this.

Luke conments that though Paul had an Ephesian gentile with
himin the city, it was an assunption by the Jews that he had
brought himw thin the encl osure.

Application: Don't believe every runor you hear about
Christians; they are often started by unbelievers. G ve
brethren the benefit of the doubt.

Their objective: to Kkill him
a) the warning on the inscription;
b) v.31

D. Contrasting 18-26 with 27-30

1

Moti ve

a) Christian: resolution and harnony; coexi stence.
b) Unbelieving: kill the offender.

Appr oach



a) Christian:

1) bal anced. Considers issues of fairness and equality. "W're
asking you to nake a statenent in support of the Jews; we
oursel ves have been willing to nake one in support of the
Gentiles.”

2) constructive: "Here's what you can do to help." Don't just
bring a problem suggest a sol ution.

b) Unbelieving: no openness to consider the other side.

3. Scope
a) Christian: just Janes and the elders; private, snall.
b) Unbeli evi ng: denagoguery; spread accusati ons anong the crowd.

4. Application: Qur conduct toward other believers, even in dealing
with differences, should be narked with tol erance and pati ence,
not strife and a desire for victory.

a) Not that we should accept everyone who says "Lord, Lord," as a
believer--Paul's treatnent of the 12 in ch.19 shows that.

b) But when we have deci ded that someone is a believer, we should
live at peace with them

Sunmar y

1. Christians should show their | ove for one another through
practical acts of conpani onship and hospitality.

2. Differences will arise within the church.

3. When they do, we should resolve themat the | owest possible
|l evel, seeking a joint solution through positive, constructive
means.

Psalm 100 (gathering in the tenple)
Anal ysi s

A. 15-17, Caesarea to Jerusalem-The Joy of Christian Fell owship

1. 15 Meta\ de\ tal\s h(ne/ras tau/tas e)piskeuasa/ menoi
a) nebai / nonmen ei)s (leroso/l una:

2. 16 sunh”l gon de\ kai\ tw'n naghtw'n a)po\ Kaisarei/as su\n
h(m ~n, a)/gontes par' w”| cenisgw*nen Mia/swni/ tini Kupri/w,
a)rxai/w naghth?|.

3. tenporal p
a) tinme: 17 Genone/ nwn de\ h(mv*n ei)s (leroso/l unma
b) text: a)sne/nws a)pede/canto h(ma"s oi ( a)delfoi/.

B. 18-26, |nterchange p
1. Setting
a) 18 th”| de\ e)piou/sh| ei)sh/|ei o( Pau™l os su\n h(m *n pro\s
) I a/ kwbon,
b) pa/ntes te parege/ nonto oi( presbu/teroi.

2. 11U (Paul): circunstantial p
a) 19 kai\ a)spasa/nenos au)tou\s
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b) e)chgei *to kaq' e(\n e(/kaston w(~n e)poi/hsen o( geo\s e)n
toi*s e)/gnesin dia\ th"s diakoni/as au)tou”.

20- 25, CU (El ders)

| mper f ect ->aori st shows background or manner nature of inmpf, BDF
327; te shows no essential change of subject, Levinsohn Il 2.1.

Thus we are to understand the request in 20b as being nade in a
spirit of praise to God, not a chall enge.

Not e overall chiastic structure of their response:

Prai se for believing Gentiles
Prai se-worthy report of believing Jews (te)
Practical concern for believing Jews
Practical concern for believing Gentiles

a) Praise for believing Gentiles
20 oi( de\ a)kou/santes e)do/cazon to\n geo/n, sc. re. the
CGentil es

b) quote p
1) quote f: ei)”po/n te au)tw|,
2) quot e:

a> Praise for believing Jews
1> Qewei*s, a)delfe/, po/sai nuria/des ei)si\n e)n
toi s )loudai/ois tw'n pepisteuko/twn,
2> kai\ pa/ntes zhlwtai\ tou” no/nou u(pal/rxousin:

b> Resolution p: Care for believing Jews

1> The chal l enge: a runor
a: aq p:
1. aq f: 21 kathxh/ghsan de\ peri\ sou” o(/ti
2: aq: specification p
A. text: a)postasi/an dida/skeis a)po\
Mw+se/ws touls kata\ ta\ e)/gnh pa/ntas
) I oudai / ous,
B. spec'n: quote p
1. quote f: | e/gwn
2. quot e:
a) mh\ perite/mein au)toul\s ta\ te/kna
b) mhde\ toi”s e)/qgesin peripatei”™n.
b: 22 ti/ ou)™n e)stin;
c: pa/ntws a)kou/sontai o(/ti e)l h/luqgas.

2> specificaton p: The resol ution
a: text: 23 tou”to ou)”™n poi/hson o(/ soi |e/gonmen:
b: specification:
1. setting: ei)si\n h(m ~n a)/ndres te/ssares
eu)xh\n e)/ xontes e)f' e(autw'n.

2: text:
A. nmanner: 24 tou/tous paral abwn
B. text:



1. a(gni/sghti su\n au)toi”s

2. kai\ dapa/nhson e)p' au)toi”s
C. purpose: i(/na

1. curh/sontai th\n kefal h/n,

2. ag p
a) aq f: kai\ gnw sontai pa/ntes o(/ti
b) aaqg:
1) wv(*n kath/xhntai peri\ sou”™ ou)de/n
e)stin,

2) a)lla\ stoixei”s kai\ au)to\s
ful a/ sswn to\n no/ non.

c> anpl p: Care for believing Gentiles
1> text: 25 peri\ de\ tw'n pepisteuko/twn e)gnw'n
h(nei *s e)pestei/l anen
2> anpl: quote p
a: quote f: Kkri/nantes
b: quote:
1: mhden toiouto threin autous,
2: ei mh fula/ssesqgai au)toul\s to/ te
ei )dw o/ quton kai\ ai (“ma kai\ pni kto\n kai\
por nei / an.

4. RU (Paul): 26 to/te o( Pau~los ... ei)sh/|ei ei)s to\
i(ero/n, inperfect: "went repeatedly," see ATR
a) paral abwn tou\s a)/ndras,
b) th”| e)xone/nh| h(me/ral su\n au)toi”s a(gnisqgeil\s
c) diagge/llwn th\n e)kplh/rwsin tw‘n h(nmerw*n tou”™ a(gni snou®
d) e(/ws ou(” proshne/ xgh u(pe\r e(no\s e(ka/stou au)tw*n h(
prosforal.

27-30, The Asi an Jews accuse Paul .

--Shows the source of the runor that the Jewi sh believers had heard!

Conmmon sl ander agai nst Paul .

--Note difference in handling the runor between the believers and

t he unbeli evers.

--Time: season of Pentecost, thus city is crowded and devout

Asi an Jews are there.

1. time: 27 (Ws de\ e)/nellon ai( e(ptal h(ne/rai suntel ei *sqgai,

2. text: oi( a)po\ th”s )Asi/as )Iloudai “oi qgeasa/nenoi au)to\n e)n
twr| i(erw| sune/xeon pa/nta to\n o0)/xlon kai\ e)pe/bal on e)p'
au)to\n ta\s xei *ras,

3. nmeans: quote p
a) quote f: 28 kral/zontes,

b) quote:
1) )/ Andres )Israhli~tai, bohgei "te:
2) conmment p:
a> text: ou(”~to/s e)stin o( a)/ngrwoos
1> o( kata\ tou”™ |l aou”™ kai\ tou” no/nmou kai\ tou” to/pou
tou/tou pa/ntas pantaxh”| dida/skwn,

2> e)/ti te kai\ (/Ell hnas ei)sh/gagen ei)s to\ i(ero\n
3> kai\ kekoi/nwken to\n a(/gion to/pon tou”~ton.

4. reason: comment p: Luke's comrent on circunstances.

a) 29 h)”san ga\r proew ako/tes Tro/finon to\n )Efe/sion e)n
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th~| po/lei su\n au)tw‘|,
b) o(\n e)no/m zon o(/ti ei)s to\ i(ero\n ei)sh/gagen o( Pau”l os.
result: people: CGeneral riot
a) 30 e)kinh/gh te h( po/lis o(/lh
b) kai\ e)ge/neto sundromh\ tou” | aou”,
c) kai\ e)pil abo/nenoi tou” Pau/lou ei (~l kon au)to\n e)/cw tou”
i (erou”n,
d) kai\ eu)qe/ws e)klei/sghsan ai( qu/rai.
Synbolic: Judaismrejects its nost faithful son.



