Acts 1:1-11
Sept enber 21, 1991
H. Van Dyke Par unak

A. Overvi ew
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2.

Structure
a) 1:1-2:4 is the prolog to the entire book; anticipates what is
to cone.
b) It has two parts, both of which zoomin froma general viewto
nmore specific events:
1) 1-11, the end of the Lord s earthly nministry.
a> 1-3 gives an overview of the Lord's entire ninistry,
culmnating with his conm ssion of the apostles, v.2.
b> 4-11 gives two events at that climax:
1> their conmm ssi on;
2> hi s ascensi on.
2) 1:12-2:4, the initial life of the church
a> 12-14, overview
b> 1:15-2: 4, two events
1> the election of Mtthias
2> the coning of the Holy Spirit

Lessons from 1-11

a) Qur Conm ssion--to bear witness in the power of the HS. (Be
careful not to nmiss either half. Any witness apart fromthe
Spirit will be hollow and ineffective; any true manifestation
of the Spirit will show itself through glorifying Christ
rather than the believer or the Spirit.)

b) Qur Hope--the Lord s return. W nust never | ose sight of it.

B. 1-3, Sunmary
The three verses of this paragraph direct our attention to three
peri ods or episodes in the life of our Lord. Al of them are covered
in the gospel acc. to Luke.
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v.1l includes his entire nmnistry, as recorded in the gospel.
Notice that his life is described as both deeds and words.

Nei t her one by itself is sufficient. Othodoxy ("right teaching")
and orthopraxy ("right doing") always go together, otherw se they
show t hensel ves to be not right.

v.3 looks just at the |last 40 days, after his resurrection. Two
t hi ngs happened during this peri od:

a) He was seen by the apostles, with irrefutable evidence of his
resurrection. Key thought for Acts. Every gospel presentation
in the book highlights the resurrection. This is what proves
t hat our sins are gone.

b) He spoke with them about the ki ngdom of God.
1) Aspects of this kingdomrefer to the present gospel age:
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3.

this is the burden of Paul's preaching, Acts 20:25; 28:31.
Conpare Rom 14:17.

2) But sone is still to cone. Conpare their question
(notivated no doubt by the subject of the 40 days'
di scussion) in 1:6 with the Lord's answer in 1:7. He
corrects them not on their understandi ng of the nature of
t he ki ngdom but concerning its timng. The prom ses of
Jer. and the other prophets still stand.

v.2 focuses in on the npost significant two events of that 40 day
period. These are anplified in the sequel:

a) the conm ssion he gave the apostl es;

b) his ascensi on.

C. 4-8, Conm ssioning of the Apostles
Here Luke anplifies the latter part of v.2, "after that he through
the Holy Ghost had gi ven comandnments unto the apostles whom he had
chosen. "
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v.2 "through the Holy Ghost." cf. 10:38. The Lord conducted every
aspect of his mnistry through the sane resource that is
available to us, that of the Holy Spirit. The Lord' s single
earthly act narrated in Acts is to issue this command; Luke wants
us to observe that this act, like all his others, is "through the
Holy Ghost," as are to be all the acts of his foll owers.

Revi ew of gospel evidence about the Great Conmi ssion. Mire than
one! Thus, though the Gk of Acts 1:2 has only the verb
"commanded" and no noun for "commandnent," the AV plural is
appropri at e.

a) W can identify at |east three.
1) Matt. 28:19,20, on a nountain in Galil ee.

2) Mark 16:14-18, Luke 24:36ff, in a closed roomin Jerusalem
eating with them

3) Acts 1:7-8, on the Mount of dives (cf. v.12).

b) The contents have different enphases, and |l ead us to see two
things as essential to the growth of the church: preachi ng and
power .

1) Matt. and Mark enphasi ze the command, "Go." Matt. states as
a fact, "I amw th you."

2) Luke and Acts state that the witness will happen, but
enphasi ze, "Wait for the Spirit."

3) Application: W have the sane two obligations today: to
bear witness to Christ, and to do so in the power and under
the direction of the Holy Spirit. Qur situation is slightly
different fromthat of the apostles; at this point they did
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not have the Spirit yet, but all believers in the church
age do (Rom 8:9). Nevertheless, it is possible for us to
grieve the Spirit and seek to function in the strength of
the flesh, and any attenpt on our part to witness to Chri st
in such a state is usel ess.

The conversati on.
Note the circunstantial participles: Luke brings together things
t hat

were said on different occasi ons.

a) 4-5, The initial comrand.

b)

1)

2)

1)

2)

Circunst ances: "being assenbl ed together." Note the nmargin,
"eating together." Probably refers to the epi sode of Mark
16: 14- 18 and Luke 24, when the Lord ate with the apostl es.

The point here is the sane as Luke 24:49, "tarry." The Lord
has told themto go, but they nust not | eave their Hel per
behi nd. One ni ght say of the HS what they say about the
Aneri can Express card--"Don't | eave home without H m?"

Their response.

Ci rcunst ances: "when they were cone together." Another
occasion. v.12 shows that they are on the M. of dives. W
can visualize Luke 24:50. The Lord | eads the disciples out
of Jerusalem and up the nountain, with himat the | ead and
the others foll owi ng behind (except for Peter, whom we can
easily imagi ne runni ng ahead of the group, only to | ook
back fromtine to tine and find he's taken the wong turn).
No group discussion is possible with twelve nen al ong the
road. Finally the Lord pauses, the disciples gather around
him and "when they were cone together," he delivers this
char ge.

Their question. The enphasis of the sentence
(sentence-initial tenporal clause) assunes that God will
restore the kingdon the only question is when. "lIs it now
that you will restore the kingdomto Israel?" Two things
lead themto this question.

a> v.3 tells that he has been teachi ng t hem about God's
ki ngdom This question naturally suggests that part of
this teachi ng has concerned the restorati on of I|srael.
"Lord, you've said that one day the ki ngdomw Il be
restored. Is now the tinme?"

b> v.4, the pronise of the Spirit. Recall fromJer. 33 that
the Spirit is the seal of the New Covenant, which in its
ful ness also i ncludes the restorati on of the nation
Israel. "Lord, you've said that the kingdomis coning,
and you've told us we'll receive the Spirit 'not nany
days hence.' Doesn't that nean that the kingdomis al so
'not many days hence' ?"
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c) 7-8, The Resol uti on.
Circunstances this tine are the sane as in v.6. The Lord's
answer has two parts.

1) He settles the matter of the ki ngdom NB: He does not deny
that the kingdomwi Il be restored to Israel--only that they
shoul d expect to know ahead of tinme when. The restoration
will happen, but it's up to God when it happens. It m ght
be now, when the Spirit cones; it mght not.

2) He reiterates what they can expect in the near future. NB

No command here at all! Just a pronise of what will happen.

a> The Holy Spirit will cone on them

b> They will receive power.

c> They will be witnesses, in an ever-expandi ng geographic
regi on.

Application: Preachers often try to stinulate guilt in their
hearers over the nmatter of bearing witness for Christ. Wth the
enphasis in this chapter, they ought to be urgi ng people to be
full of the HS. "Wait for the Spirit." Direct your attention
toward being yielded to hi mand open to his control. The npbre you
try to mnister in your own energies, the nore frustrated you
will be. The nore we devote our attention to matters of spiritual
devotion, prayer, Bible nmeditation, and sinple obedi ence, seeing
toit that we are not grieving or quenching the Spirit, the nore
we will experience God's power working through us.

D. 9-11, The Lord's Ascension
Now we return to the first part of v.2, "until the day in which he
was taken up". This is narked by two supernatural appearances: a
cl oud, and two angel s.
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The d oud. Cf. Luke 1:35 ("overshadow, " cf. 9:34; the conception
of Christ); 9:34 (the cloud at the transfiguration); Mark 13: 26;
14: 62 (his return). The Shekinah 3 ory of God, seen in the OT

|l eading the Israelites through the wi |l derness (Exod. 13:21;

14: 24) and in the tabernacle (Exod. 40:38) and tenple (1 Kings
8:10,11). This is the answer to the Lord's prayer of John 17:1,5,
"glorify thy Son."

The Angelic Exhortation. Conpare the two angels who net the wonmen
at the tonb and asked them al so, "Wiy?" (Luke 24:4,5). |In both
cases, the gentle rebuke neets perplexity with a precious truth:
the Lord's resurrection, and his pronised return.

Here, the point is to recall themfromtheir other-worldly focus.
They have a job to do on earth; they nust not spend all their
attenti on on heaven.



Summary
The Lord | eaves us where he |l eft the apostles:

1. Wth the Prom se of his return. W nust never |ose sight of it.

2. Wth the Privil ege of neking himknown. He does not send angels
to evangeli ze. Instead, he sends us to be wi tnesses of what we
have | earned of him

3. Wth the Power of his Spirit. W are not alone in our work, nor
shoul d we proceed, stirred to anxious | abor by fear and carna
energy. Qur first responsibility is to wait--to tarry--to be
receptive to the Holy Spirit, and he will then work his w tness
t hr ough us.

Hymm: Lo, He Cones.
Anal ysi s

1-3, comment p

1. text: 1 To\n ne\n prw‘ton | o/gon e)poi hsa/ mhn peri\ pa/ntwn, w~*
Qeo/fil e,

2. comment <pantwn>: tenporal p. Distinguishes three peri ods:
general mnistry (1b); post-resurrection appearances (3); fina
conm ssioning (2).

a) text: w(”*n h)/rcato o( )l hsou”s poiein te kai\ dida/skein
b) tinme: conment p
1) text: 2 a)/xri h(”~s h(me/ras e)nteil a/ nenos toi”s
a)posto/lois dia\ pneu/matos a(gi/ou ou(\s e)cele/cato
a) nel h/ nf gh:
2) comment <apostol ois>: anpl p
a> text: 3 o0i(”s kai\ pare/sthsen e(auto\n zw*nta met a\
to\ pagei “n au)to\n e)n polloi”s teknmhri/ois,
b> anpl: di' h(nerw‘n tesseral/konta
1> o) pt ano/ menos au)toi”s
2> kai\ le/gwn ta\ peri\ th”s basilei/as tou™ geou”.

4-8, interchange p. Amplifies the final conmi ssioning of the
previous p. NB: this conversation spans two neetings. Point: their
Work and their Power.

1. 1U (Jesus): quote p: comand to stay in Jerusal em
a) quote f: 4 kai\ sunalizo/nenos parh/ggeil en au)toi”s
b) quot e:
1) a)po\ (lerosolu/ mm nmh\ xwi/zesqai,
2) comment p
a> text: a)lla\ perine/nein th\n e)paggeli/an tou® patro\s
b> coment <epaggeli an>: h(\n h)kou/sate/ nou:
3) reason: 5 o(/ti
a> )lwa/ nnhs me\n e)ba/ptisen u(/dati,
b> u(mei s de\ e)n pneu/mati bapti sgh/ sesqe a(gi/w ou)
neta\ polla\s tau/tas h(ne/ras.

2. CU (disciples): quote p: Wy?
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a) quote f: 6 QG ( nme\n ou)”™n sunelqo/ntes h)rw twn au)to\n
| e/ gont es,

b) quote: Ku/rie, ei) e)n tw'| xro/nw tou/tw a)pokaqi sta/neis
th\n basilei/an tw‘| )lsrah/l;

3. RU (Jesus): quote p:
a) quote f: 7 ei)”pen de\ pro\s au)tou/s,
b) quote: contrast p
1) coment p:
a> text: Qu)x u(mv*n e)stin gnw*nai xro/nous h)\ kairou\s
b> coment <xronous>: ou(\s o( path\r e)/qgeto e)n th?"|
i)di/a] e)cousi/al:
2) 8 a)lla\ I h/nyesqe du/ nam n e)pel go/ntos tou”™ a(gi/ou
pneu/ matos e)f' u(na”s,
3) kai\ e)/sesqge/ nou nma/rtures e)/n te )l erousal h\ mkai\
[e)n] pa/sh| th”| )loudai/al] kai\ Samarei/a| kai\ e(/ws
e)sxal/tou th”s gh”s.

9-11, The ascenscion. Point: H s Return.
1. 9 kai\ tau~ta ei)pwn bl epo/ntwn au)tw*n e)ph/rqgh,
2. kai\ nefe/lh u(pe/laben au)to\n a)po\ tw'n o)fgal mvn au)tw'n.
3. tenporal p
a) tine: 10 kai\ w(s a)teni/zontes h)”“san ei)s to\n ou)rano\n
por euone/ nou au)tou”,
b) text: conment p
1) text: kai\ i)dou\ a)/ndres du/o pareisth/keisan au)toi”s
e)n e)sgh/sesi | eukai”s,
2) comment <andres>: quote p
a> quote f: 11 oi(\ kai\ ei)”pan,
b> quot e:
1> )/ Andres Galilai”oi, ti/ e(sth/kate [e)n]bl e/ pontes
ei)s to\n ou)rano/n;
2> ou(”™tos o( )l hsours o( a)nal hnfgeils a)f' u(mvn ei)s
to\n ou)rano\n ou(/tws e)l eu/setai o(\n tro/pon
e) geal/ sasgqe au)to\n poreuo/nenon ei)s to\n ou)rano/n.



