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Overvi ew

This chapter is about "no small stir" that "arose ... about

t hat way."

1. In every city that Paul visits,
a) a Mnority incites
b) Opposition agai nst the evangeli sts,
c) and the Lord Delivers them
Though Ephesus seens to be the npbst stable of the churches, it
is not immune to this pattern, which is detail ed here.

2. In fact, in this case the opposition is the consequences of
success. Strong church -> strong opposition.

3. Agai nst background of Paul's continuing plans: thus shows God's
sovereignty over the affairs of nen.

21-22, Principles of Divine Direction

1. Legitimacy of plans. Paul sets a travel agenda and then carries
it out. Cf. the Lord Jesus setting his face toward Jerusal em
Luke 9:51 (the only gospel that nentions this!)

2. Mechani smof planning: "in the s/ Spirit."
a) Janes 4:13-15 does not rule out planning, but requires that it
be done in submission to the Lord's will.
b) The Spirit as the nechani sm of communi cati on between us and
God:
1) Rom 8:16, God's Spirit bears witness with our spirits that
we are the children of God
2) 1 Cor. 2:11-13, because we have God's Spirit, we can know
t he things of God.

3. What God plans, he will carry out. This section will show in
several ways how God preserves Paul for the work he has given
hi m

a) Not in the nain stream of people rushing to the theater (had
they been able to find Paul, they would certainly have brought
hi m al ong) ;

b) Friends, both Christian and not, keep hi mout of the fray;

c) The rule of law quiets the nob, as in Corinth.

4. The sequel will show a connmbn occurrence: believers with
di fferent persuasions by the Spirit, and how to handl e them

24-34, Rise of Qpposition
1. 24-28, Initiated
a) The work of the silversniths: selling little nodels of the
shrine of Artenis, both for votive offerings in the tenple and
as souvenirs (cf. our Eiffel Tower, Statue of Liberty, and
Li berty Bell). Apparently the spread of the gospel from
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b)

d)

29,

Ephesus t hrough Ephesus and all Asia (19:10,17) was so
effective that sal es were droppi ng of f!

John (1 John 2:16) identifies three heads for "all that is in
the world." The various rejections in Acts can be grouped
under these:

1) Lust of the flesh; unwillingness to give up carnal sins.
Certainly Athens; perhaps al so Corinth.

2) Pride of life: "envy" in Antioch (13:45) and Thessal oni ca
(17:5)--religious | eaders who couldn't get the kind of
response that Paul did.

3) Lust of eyes: Philippi (16:19) and here.

If you reject the gospel, it is for one or nore of these
reasons; anything else (here, affront to Artemis) is a
cover-up. Note Denetrius' words. He provides the affront to
Artem s as an excuse for themto riot, but as the town clerk
later points out, it is ridiculous to assune that a few
strangers can overcone such a great goddess! The real point is
their | oss of incone.

In every case, rejection |leads to outright opposition. People
seek to renmove the irritant.

32, 34, The Crowd I ncited

The common failing of denocracy; people can be stirred up to act
before they think things through. Cf. the activity of the nedia
during the recent presidential canpaign, stirring people up about
a recession when in fact we were over a year into a recovery.

a)

They were excited ("confused," 29, 32). Several indications
(multiple Asiarchs, 31; open courts, 38) that this was during
t he annual festival of Artem s, which would nean | ots of
peopl e and very easily inflaned.

They agreed that "sonething needs to be done,” 29 ("with one
accord").

And yet they didn't really know what the problemwas, 32!
Application: Be careful and deliberate in taking positions.
Recogni ze your own liability to be swept away.

31, Paul's absence fromthe theater.

H s willingness to face his adversaries directly. Bold for the
gospel .
Those who persuade himnot to go (and note that he lets

hi msel f be persuaded).

1) Disciples--believers

2) "the chief of Asia,"” high ranking civil officials who
respected his character and testinony. --> The nature of
Paul's testi nobny and wi tness, gaining a good report anobng
t hose who are without. The world, when it takes the tine to
be sane, shoul d have nothing to say agai nst us.

Thus God preserves himfor the Spirit-led objective outlined
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C. 35-41,

in 21-22.

33-34, Al exander and the Jews

a)

b)

d)

Shoul d be supportive of Paul; after all, the point under

di scussion, that there are no manmade gods, is one they should
defend. But they have already rejected the new teaching

(19: 9--hardened, believed not, spake evil).

Their spokesman nmay be the sane person nanmed in 2 Tim 4:14 as
"Al exander the Snmith," one of Paul's adversaries in Rome. By
his trade, if he were the sane, he m ght have been anong the
craftsnen enpl oyed by Denetrius! So far from bearing w tness
to the One True God anong the heat hen, the diaspora Jews had
often sunk into conproni se (here, nmaking idol shrines!).

The Ephesi ans refuse to hear him they do not understand the
di fference between Paul and other jews, and think that

Al exander will preach what in fact he ought to, the one true
God. The opposition to Christians has spilled over to the
Jews.

The result is predictable: even greater Jew sh opposition. In
21: 27, when Paul gets to Jerusalem the riot in the tenple is
i nstigated by "Jews of Asia," probably people of Ephesus who
resent the inpact of Paul's preaching on their previously
confortabl e situation.

Application: Conpronising Christians nmay sonetines try to
qui et our testinony for the sake of their confort anong the
world, and if we stand up for the truth, they will reject us
(showing their essential separation fromus all along).

The d erk's Address

As in Corinth (18:14,15), God brings deliverance through a nenber of
t he secul ar governnment. Three points to his address.

1

35-37, There's nothing here to get so upset about.

a)
b)

c)
d)

35, The greatness of Artenmi s is unquestioned. A few strangers
could do nothing to nount an effective chall enge.

37, And in fact, these nen have not either robbed her treasury
or spoken bl asphenpusly agai nst her.

36, therefore you shouldn't get hot and bot hered.

Application: His conments can be effective only if the
bel i evers have in fact been respectful and nopderate in what

t hey have said about idols to unbelievers. Take Athens for
exanpl e; Paul does not set a collision course, but reasons
around them OQur objective is not to start fights and pol ari ze
t he di scussion, but to get people to realize that what they
have been seeking in their false religion is in fact only
avail able in Christ.

38-40, There exi st appropriate channels to handl e such objections
as you bring; this approach can only bring trouble.
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a) 38, if it's a question of the law, the courts are now open,
and we have proconsuls (Ronman governors).

b) 39, if it's sonething else that needs to be di scussed, we have
a regular town neeting three tines a nonth, and we should talKk
about it there.

c) 40, the Romans don't like riots, and if they catch us carrying
on like this, we'll be in trouble.

3. Application: God can use even a w cked governnent to achi eve his
pur poses. Leads to Paul's assessnent in Rom 13. W do not trust
in human authority, but neither should we be surprised when it
works to the glory of God.

Sunmar y

1. Divine providence in nmaking plans.

2. Respectability in the world--the support of the Asiarchs and the
town clerk shows the esteemin which Paul was hel d.

3. Yet he al so speaks the truth, unlike the Jews, who have
conpronised to the point that their divine mssion was of no
ef fect.

Hymrm: | Am a Stranger Here
Anal ysi s

A. Paul Prepares to Depart

Actually, goes with 20:1-5

1. 19:21 (W de\ e)pl hrw gh tau”ta,

2. e)/geto o( Pau™l os e)n tw‘| pneu/ nmati
a) dielgwwn th\n Makedoni/an kai\ ) Axai/ +an
b) poreu/esqai ei)s (leroso/l um,
c) ei)pwn o(/ti Meta\ to\ gene/sgai ne e)kei dei™ ne kail

(RwW mhn i) dei *n.

3. 19:22 a)postei/las de\ ei)s th\n Makedoni/an du/o tw'n
di akonou/ ntwn au)tw*|, Tinpo/geon kai\ )/Eraston,

4. au)tol\s e)pe/sxen xro/non ei)s th\n )Asi/an.

B. summary: 19:23 )Ege/neto de\ kata\ to\n kairo\n e)kei “non ta/raxos
ou)k o)li/gos peri\ th"s o(dou”.

C. detai
1. Inciting event

a) Denetrios
1) setting: 19:24 Dhnh/trios ga/r tis o)no/nati,
a) r gur oko/ pos, poi w*n naou\s a)rgurou”s )Arte/ n dos
parei/xeto toi”s texni/tais ou)k o)li/ghn e)rgasi/an,
2) quote p: 19:25 ou(\s sunaqroi/sas kai\ tou\s peri\ ta\
toi aurta e)rga/tas ei)”pen,
a> )/ Andres, e)pi/stasqge o(/ti e)k tau/ths th”s e)rgasi/as
h( eu)pori/a h(m ~n e)stin,
b> AQ p
1> AQ formula: 19:26 kai\ geweite kai\ a)kou/ete
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o(/ti
2> AQ
a: ou) no/non )Efe/sou a)lla\ sxedo\n pa/shs th”"s
)Asi/as o( Pau”l os ou(~tos pei/sas netel/sthsen
i (kano\ n o)/ xl on,
b: le/gwn o(/ti ou)k ei)si\n qgeoi\ oi( dia\ xeirw'n
gi no/ nmenoi
c: ki nduneu/ ei
1. 19:27 ou) no/non de\ tou~to ... h(m”n to\
nme/ros ei)s a)pel egno\n e)l gei *n,
2: a)lla\ kai\ to\ th"s nmega/l hs gea”®s )Arte/ m dos
i(ero\n ei)s ou)ge\n | ogi sgh™nai,
3: me/llein te kai\ kaqgairei”sqai th”s
nmegal ei o/t htos au)th”s,
A. comrent <auths>: h(\n o(/lh h( )Asi/a kai\
h( oi ) koune/ nh se/betai .

b) Workers
19: 28 ) Akou/ santes de\ kai\ geno/nenoi plh/reis qumou”
e)/ krazon | e/ gontes, Mega/lh h( )/Artenis )Efesi/wn.

Gat heri ng of the Assenbly

a) 19:29 kai\ e)plh/sgh h( po/lis th”s sugxu/ sews,

b) w(/rmhsa/n te o(noqunmado\n ei)s to\ ge/atron sunarpa/ santes
Ga/i +on kai\ )Ari/starxon Makedo/ nas, sunekdh/nobus Pau/l ou.

c) 19:30 Pau/lou de\ boul one/nou ei)selqgei™n ei)s to\n dh”"non
ou)k ei)/wn au)to\n oi ( maghtai/:

d) 19:31 tine\s de\ kai\ tw'‘n )Asiarxw'n, o)/ ntes au)tw'|
fi/loi, pe/nyantes pro\s au)to\n pareka/l oun nmh\ dou”nai
e(auto\n ei)s to\ qge/atron.

Di scussion in the stadium reason p
a) text: 19:32 a)/lloi me\n ou)”n a)/llo ti e)/krazon,
b) reason
1) h)~n ga\r h( e)kkl hsi/a sugkexune/ nh,
2) kai\ oi( plei/ous ou)k h)/|deisan ti/nos e(/neka
sunel hl u/ gei san.

Al exander

a) 19:33 e)k de\ tou” o0)/xlou sunebi/basan ) Al e/ candron,
probal o/ ntwn au)to\n tw'n )| oudai / wn:

b) o( de\ )Al e/candros katasei/sas th\n xei”~ra h)/qgel en
a) pol ogei *sqgai tw‘| dh/ my .

c) 19:34 e)pigno/ntes de\ o(/ti )Iloudai~o/s e)stin fwnh\
e)ge/neto m/a e)k pa/ntwn w(s e)pi\ W/ ras du/ o krazo/ ntwn,
Mega/l h h( )/ Artem s ) Ef esi/wn.

The d erk

a) quote f: 19:35 katastei/las de\ o( grammateuls to\n 0)/xl on
f hsi/n,

b) quote p:

1) 35-37, There's nothing here to get so upset about.
a> )/ Andres )Efe/sioi, ti/ls ga/lr e)stin a)nqgrw pwn o(\s ou)
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gi nw skei th\n )Efesi/wn po/lin newko/ron ou)”~san th”"s
nmega/l hs )Arte/ ni dos kai\ tou” di opetou”s;
b> 19:36 a)nantirrh/twn ou)”™n o)/ ntwn tou/twn
c> de/on e)sti\n u(ma”"s
1> kat estal me/ nous u(pa/rxein
2> kai\ nmhde\ n propete\s pral/ssein.
d> 19: 37 h)ga/gete ga\r tou\s a)/ndras tou/tous ou)/te
i (erosu/lous ou)/te blasfhnmu~ntas th\n geo\n h(mwn.

2) 38-40, There exi st appropriate channels to handl e such
obj ections as you bring.

a> Appropriate channels: contrast:
1> condition
a: if: 19:38 ei) me\n ou)™n Dhnh/trios kai\ oi( su\n
au)twr| texnitai e)/xousi pro/s tina |o/gon,
b: setting:
1. a)gorai”™oi a)/gontai
2: kai\ a)nqu/patoi/ ei)sin:
c: then: e)gkalei/twsan a)llh/lois.
2> condition
a: 19:39 ei) de/ ti peraite/rw e)pizhteite,
b: e)n th”| e)nno/mM e)kklhsi/al e)pilugh/setai.

b> This approach will get us in trouble. reason p
1> text: 19:40 kai\ ga\r kinduneu/onen e)gkal ei *sqa
stal/sews peri\ th”s sh/meron,
2> reason: mnmhdeno\s ai)ti/ou u(pa/rxontos, peri\ ou(”
[ou)] dunhso/ neqga a)podou”~nai | o/gon peri\ th”s
sustrof h*s tau/ths.

c) kai\ tau~rta ei)pwn a)pe/lusen th\n e)kkl hsi/an.



