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Overvi ew

Two exanpl es of what can happen when we neet others who profess to
be believers. First tine in Acts that we see the m ssion outreach
encounter people with previ ous know edge. Two opti ons:

1. The person is a believer; in that case need to work around
superficial differences, and be willing both to receive and to
gi ve.

2. The person is not really a believer; need to discrimnate and
seek their sal vation.

18: 24-28, Apoll os
The true believer. Exanple of highly qualified teacher who stil
retains the precious trait of teachability.

1. 24-26, Hi s character

a) 24, Hi s background conbi ned sacred heritage and secul ar
education. First four terns forma chiasm
1) Jewish; cf. Rom 3:1, with the advantage of being raised in
t he knowl edge of the Scriptures.
2) Al exandrian; the center of Hellenistic |earning.
3) Eloquent. Rhetoric a prized art.
4) Mghty in the Scriptures.

b) 25-26, Hi s personal experience: a sequence all of us would do
well to enul ate.

1) Instructed in "the way of the Lord." Allusion to Matt. 3:3;
Isa. 40:3; the Baptist's mnistry; the way in which the
Lord wal ks; the prophecies of his com ng and the facts of
his life. Illustrated in summary of his teaching in 27-28.

NB. Cf. also drk adonai Ezek 18: 25,29 (though many drk yhwh
passages deal with believer's wal k).

2) He was "aglow in the Spirit." Had experience of the HS s
work in his Iife. Not just head know edge, but heart
devotion to the Lord.

3) He did not keep it to hinself, but sought to share with
others. Two characteristics of his preaching:
a> 25, "diligently," akribws, with exactness, carefully.
The sane way Luke wrote his gospel, 1:3. His obligation
to the believers.
b> 26, "boldly," without fear of opposition. His attitude
to the unbelievers.



c)

Hi s single defect: knew only the baptism of John.

1) How was it |like Christian baptisnf
a> | nmersion in water.
b> Evi dence of antecedent repentance.
c> Focus on Jesus (cf. 19:4)

2) How was it unlike? Conmm ssioned by John, not by Jesus! D d
not know that the Savior had sent out his disciples to
bapti ze; Apollos did it on the authority of John.

Hi s growt h

a)

b)

d)

Who taught hin?

Aquila and Priscilla. Tentmakers; hospitable to Paul; host a
church in Rone. No evidence that Aquila is a teacher! Cf. role
of Barnabas with Saul.

What did they teach hin?
Two contrasts between his begi nning state and what they
conveyed to him

1) Content: He knew "the way of the Lord," the propheci es of
Messiah and their fulfillnment in Jesus; they taught him
"the Way of God" (Matt. 22:16 and p's, in the Pharisee's
chal | enge concerning the tri bute noney), how believers
shoul d conduct thensel ves. No evidence that Aquilla was a
gifted teacher in the formal sense; in fact, the dual role
of man and wi fe here suggests that formal instruction is
NOT in view

2) Manner: He taught "diligently," akribws, w th exactness,
carefully; They taught "nore perfectly,"” akriboteron, wth
greater exactness and care.

How di d he respond? Receptively! In spite of his considerable
gifts, he was always ready to |l earn, eager fromthose w thout
his own fornmal credentials. Not a "knowit-all." Cf. Prov.
9:7-9 and //s.

***Your wi sdomis neasured NOT by how rmuch you know, BUT by
how willing you are to | earn.

Application: |If Rabbi Paul can | earn from Barnabas, and

Al exandri an Apollos from A&P, we ought to be cauti ous about
presum ng who can and can't teach us sonething. Oten those
nost gifted in expounding "the way of the Lord" need the npst

help in learning "the way of God." After all, it is ultimately
the Spirit, not any human, who teaches us; we are only his
channel s, and he can use us all. You think of ne as a teacher,
and | believe | am yet | have | earned from

1) Dave--patience and gentleness in dealing with difficult
si tuati ons.

2) Ron--faithful ness; steadfastness; dedication to the Lord
and his saints.



3) Mchelle--courage in nmaintaining a witness anong
unbelieving famly.

4) Francis--many riches of the reforned tradition.

5) Isabella--1ove and patient care for those who cannot repay.

6) Anita--the hardest, but npbst inportant, |essons of all--ny
own weaknesses and vul nerabilities.

You have all taught ne far nore in "the way of God" than
have conveyed to you of "the way of the Lord."

From Apol | os and A&P, we shoul d be chall enged to reverse

our roles:

1) if we think of ourselves as not teachers, recognize that we
have much to exhort and encourage others about;

2) if we think of ourselves as teachers, be careful to assune
Apollo's Attitude and be receptive toward what ot hers have
to teach us.

3. Hs mnistry
a) Learning from A& of the work in Corinth, he desired to go
t here.
b) The brethren encouraged [probably him not the Achai an
saints], and wote a letter of introduction to him
c) Arare but inportant exanple of the mnister taking the
initiative to nove out in mnistry. Contrast Acts 13.

4. Hi s outcome--positive.
a) Pronminent mnistry in Corinth; 1 Cor. 1:12; 3:4,5; so much so
that a party forned around him
b) 1 Cor. 16:12, away from Cori nth when Paul wote to them Pau

speaks favorably of him A s unwillingness to go to Corinth
may result fromdesire not to fuel party spirit.
c) Titus 3:13, still traveling toward the end of Paul's ninistry.

B. 19:1-7, The Twel ve
Exampl e of those with only superficial exposure to Christianity.

1. What do you ask soneone who clainms to be a believer?

a) 19:2, not "since" but "when." "D d you, believing, receive
t he HS?" Conbi nes two questions i nto one:

1) Did you believe?
2) Have you evidence that it "took"?

It's not enough just to ask if people believe. The question
al ways i ncludes the question of evidence. Cf. 9:27, the
poi nts i n Barnabas' endorsenent of Saul to Jerusal em

From John's teaching, they would know t hat the HS was

proni sed. But they had not heard that he had in fact cone.
In this, they are behi nd Apoll os, who was al ready "aglow in
the Spirit." By Paul's standard (Rom 8:9), they are not
bel i evers.



b) 19:3, Zeroes in on the content of their faith, the nature of
t hei r understandi ng. Appropriate answers: "repentance"
(Matt. 3:11); "forgiveness"” (Luke 3:3; cf. Acts 2:38)."
Thei r answer shows | ack of deep instruction about the
neaning of the rite. Arite is only as valuable as what it
synbol i zes; their focus was on the synbol, not its neaning.

A common problemin so-called Christendomtoday!

2. What do you tell thenf

19: 4,5 are BOTH Paul's reply (reasons below). Both John's
preaching and the notive of his original disciples for baptism
was centered on the Lord Jesus, and so nust these disciples be.
Reasons for making this part of the di scourse:
a) men-de contrast
b) Wiy passive? Expect "Paul baptized them™
c) No other rebaptisns fromJohn to Jesus

1) John's disciples anpng the twel ve

2) Apoll os

3) cf. Samaritans, without HS; still not rebaptized.
Probl em neani ng of baptizesqgai eis to ononma tou |I.\ Answer:
ei s can have causal force with b, as in Mat. 3:3 (they have
al ready repented); Acts 2:38; cf. netanoew eis, Luke 11: 32.

3. Their true belief brings the Spirit; Paul endorses themwth
I ayi ng on of hands. cf. ch. 8, Peter in Sanari a.
a) The rite synbolizes identification; it's Paul's recognition of
them as true believers.
b) The whol e epi sode is one of several showing Paul's parity with
Pet er.

Summary

1. Dom nant inportance of the HS; the difference between the need
for instruction (Apollos) and evangelism (the twel ve).

2. Paul's authority, equal to Peter.

3. The Apollonian Attitude--still teachable, in spite of his great
|l earning and gifts.

Anal ysi s
A. 18:24-28, Apollos

1. H s Training

a) 18:24 )loudaios de/ tis )Apollw's o)no/mati, ) Al ecandreu\s
twr| ge/nei, a)nh\r |o/gios, kath/nthsen ei)s )/Efeson,
dunatol\'s w)\n e)n tai s grafai”s.

b) 18:25 ou(”~tos h)~n kat hxhnme/ nos th\n o(do\n tou”~ kuri/ou,

c) kai\ ze/wn tw'| pneu/mati e)la/lei kai\ e)di/dasken a)kribw's
ta\ peri\ tou” )l hsou”, e)pista/nmenos no/non to\ ba/ptism
) I wa/ nnou.



d) 18:26 ou(”~to/s te h)/rcato parrhsia/zesgai e)n th"|
sunagwgh”| :

e) a)kou/santes de\ au)tou” Pri/skilla kai\ )Aku/l as
prosel a/ bonto au)to\n kai\ a)kribe/steron au)tw*| e)ce/gento
th\n o(do\n [tou”™ qgeou”].

Hi s M ssion

a) 18:27 boul one/ nou de\ au)tou” dielqgei”™n ei)s th\n )Axai/+an
protreya/ nmenoi oi( a)delfoi\ e)/grayan toi”s maghtai s
a) pode/ casgai au)to/n:
The encouragenent of prot. probably is addressed to Apoll os,
not to the brethren.

b) o(\s parageno/ nenos suneba/l eto pol u\ toi”s pepisteuko/sin
dia\ th”s xa/ritos:

c) 18:28 eu)to/nws ga\r toi”s )loudai/ois diakathle/gxeto
dhnosi /a] e)pidei knu\s dia\ tw'n grafw'*n ei)”nai to\n
Xristo\n, )l hsou™n.

:1-7, The Twel ve

the Samaritan believers in ch. 8. Shows Paul's authority equa
t he Jerusal em apost| es.

Setti ng:

a) 19:1 )Ege/neto de\ e)n tw* to\n )Apollw* ei)?nai e)n
Kori/ngw Pau”lon dielqo/nta ta\ a)nwerika\ nme/rh
[kat] el gei *n ei)s )/ Efeson kai\ eu(rei”™n tinas nmaghta/s,

| nt er change:
VWhat do you ask soneone who clainms to be a believer?
a) 19:2 ei)”pe/n te pro\s au)tou/s, Ei) pneu”na a(/gion
e)l a/ bet e pi steu/ sant es;
That is, did you believe, and have you evidence that it
"t ook"?
b) oi( de\ pro\s au)to/n, AIl' ou)d ei) pneu*na a(/gion e)/stin
h) kou/ sanen.
How could this be, if they had properly understood John's
t eachi ng? estin nust be in sense of "has cone,"” as John
promni sed.
c) 19:3 ei)”pe/nte, E)s ti/ ou)™n e)bapti/sqghte;
Zeroes in on the content of their faith, the nature of their
under st andi ng. Appropriate answers: "repentance" (Matt. 3:11);
"forgi veness" (Luke 3:3; cf. Acts 2:38)."
d) oi( de\ ei)”pan, Ei)s to\ )Iwa/nnou ba/ptisna.
Shows | ack of deep instruction about the neaning of the rite.
e) 19:4 ei)”pen de\ Pau”l os,
1) )lwa/nnhs ne\n e)ba/ptisen ba/ptism netanoi/as, tw‘| |aw|
le/gwn ei)s to\n e)rxo/ nmenon nmet' au)to\n i (/na
pi steu/swsin, tou”t' e)/stin ei)s to\n )Ihsou”™n.
2) 19:5 a)kou/santes de\ e)bapti/sghsan ei)s to\ 0)/nonma tou”®
kuri/ou ) I hsou”:

Acti on:
a) 19:6 kai\ e)pige/ntos au)toi”s tou™ Pau/lou [ta\s] xei” ras
h) "l ge to\ pneu®ma to\ a(/gion e)p' au)tou/s,
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b) e)la/loun te glw ssais kai\ e)profh/teuon.
4. Summary: 19:7 h)”"san de\ oi( pa/ntes a)/ndres wWsei\ dw deka.
C. 19:8-12, Teaching in Ephesus [next study]

D. 19:13-20, The Exorcists Exorcised [next study]



