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Overvi ew

We have case studies of virgin evangelismin eight cities. Simlar
patterns in all of them though sone are nore or less full than
others. Antioch, lIconium Lystra, Philippi, Thessal onica, Berea,
At hens, Corinth.

1, Mssing Stories

Anphi polis and Apollonias were two large cities; did he not mnister

t here?

1. The verb occurs elsewhere in the NT only in Luke 8:1, where it is
explicitly stated that the Lord preached and taught as he went.

2. Gen. 13:17, God's conmmand to Abrahamto go through the land in
order to possess it.

W may be sure that Paul and Silas did the sane, but the Lord was

not pleased to establish any |asting work. Luke records the

hi ghlights; we don't see the long | abor in places that didn't yield

any fruit or don't have any |l essons to teach us. Like the

unspeci fi ed preaching in Derbe (14:21) and Perga (14:25).

2-4, Preaching in the Synagogue
Li ke Anti och, Jew sh audi ence; nmessages on nore than one Sabbath
bef ore opposition nounts; we have sone detail of the nessage.

1. 2, Paul's custom to be in the Synagogue.

a) Pragmatically, that was where to find Jews, and take advant age
of the opening he had with them

b) But his notive is nore than this. The possessive here is not
the genitive, but the dative, indicating personal interest.
Paul went into the Synagogue for his sake, not just for the
sake of the Jews. He needed God's Wrd; he sought the
fell owshi p of other believers.

Application: Wwen you travel, search out other believers. You
may be a blessing to them and you need their fell owship.

2. 3, Paul's nmessage
Two |lines of argunment: what the Scriptures say; how that rel ates
to practical experience now Interpretation and application; the
same two arns of any sound exposition.

a) Interpretation: "opening," that is, the Scriptures. The one
spoken of in the O as Messiah nmust suffer and rise fromthe
dead. Not just a triunphant savior, but also one who suffers.
Aspects of the OT promise that were too easily overl ooked.

Application: Human nature doesn't |ike bad news. There is nuch
in the Bible to bless us, and we should enjoy those bl essi ngs,
but we nust not hide fromthe warni ngs and rebukes when t hey
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fit.

b) Application: "alleging," lit. "laying side by side" the
teaching of the Bible with the facts of |life. The one thus
descri bed has actually cone. Ties the text down to existenti al
reality.

c) Application: Qur mnistry also must consist of "opening and
conparing," interpreting the Scriptures soundly and applyi ng
them practically to daily life. Mustn't fail on either count.

4, Paul's converts

Three groups. From npbst popul ous to | east:

a) A "great nultitude" of devout Greeks (converts to Judai sm or
at |least, CGod-fearers; cf. 1 Thess. 1:9, "turned to God from
i dol s")

b) "Not a few' of the chief wonmen (w ves of the nagi strates and
|l eadi ng citizens)

c) "Sone" of the ethnic Jews in the Synagogue.

C. 5-9, The Jewi sh Opposition
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Their Motive, 5.

As in Antioch (13:45), "noved with envy." Paul had greater

i nfl uence over three sabbaths with the interested Gentiles, and
brought out nore sparse attenders anpng the Jews, than they
coul d.

Application: Beware envy over the gifts of another; nay cause us
to | ose the bl essing oursel ves.

Antioch and Philippi show envy (pride of life); Philippi and
Ephesus show greed (|l ust of eyes).

Their Met hod, 5-8.
v.8 is a sunmmary: focused on stirring people up (the very root
used in the accusation agai nst the apostles in Philippi, 16:20!)

a) First, get the people stirred up, 5a, 8. Mb rule is often a
resort of those who can't nmke a rational case. Preacher who
said, "You can tell which are ny weak points--it's where |
rai se ny voice."

Lesson: They don't have a rational case to make. I n spite of
the intellectuali smoften associated with opposition to
religion, the conduct of the opponents often shows the
fundanentally enptional |evel of their objections.

Application: Pure bookishness in Bible study is not right--but
neither is pure enotion, which can so easily be | ed astray by
demagogues, "cast to and fro and carri ed about."

b) Next, find the offenders (5b), and failing in that, find a
scapegoat (6a).
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Lesson: Their opposition is not to any one individua
personally, but to God and his law. Thus it can be transferred
easily.

Application: It costs sonething to be associated with God's
peopl e.

c) Finally, stir up the authorities (6b, 7).

Lesson: Magi strates, while responsible to God (Rom 13), are
for the nost part unsaved, and nay be expected to side with
t he unbeli evers.

Thei r Message, 6-7.

Sanme basic two points as Philippi: the apostles

a) ... cause civil unrest (but in fact it is the Jews who are
causing the unrest! The verb in v.9 is the sanme root as the

one of which the apostles are accused in 16:20.)

b) ... pronpte ideas contrary to the Roman | aw.

1) In this case, the specific accusation is rem ni scent of our
Lord's trial.

2) A conplete distortion of the nessage ... but people only
hear what they want to hear. In fact, Paul's teaching at
Thess. had been heavily apocal yptic: 1 Thess. 1:10; 5:2; 2
Thess. 2:5. It was the collusion of Rome with nom na
Christianity under Constantine that |led to the weakeni ng of
eschat ol ogi cal teachi ng under Augusti ne.

The out come, 9.

These magi strates, unli ke those in Philippi, keep their heads.
They take a deposit from Jason which will be forfeit if there is
troubl e--posting a bond. Has the effect of keeping Paul out of
town, but not of squel ching the | ocal believers.

Departure and Fol | ow Up

For the sake of Jason's bond, Paul |eaves town, and |l ater, though
he wants desperately to return, does not (1 Thess. 2). He wll
risk his owmn life and linb for the sake of the gospel, but wll
not endanger his associates. Mire generally, we cannot make
sacrifices for one another. Each nust offer his own.

Note that Ti nothy remai ns behi nd! Commobn pattern, which we saw in
Philippi as well: a nmenber of the teamrenains with the new
church to establish them

Summary
Note sinmlarity with Antioch.
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2.

Both are mainly Jewi sh audi ences (unlike Lystra or two of the
three people in Philippi), and have | ocal jew sh opposition
(unli ke Lystra or Philippi)

We have sone detail of the nessage
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3. Multiple sabbath nessages before the Jew sh opposition nounts.
4. Reference to divine sovereignty in salvation of the believers
5. Mbtive of the objectors is in both cases "envy."

Point: In spite of the favorable reception by the Jewi sh wonen in
Philippi, we ought not to think that the Jews of Europe will be a
pushover for the gospel. On the whole, they react just like the
Jews of Asi a.

Hymm: "Who is this in yonder stall”

Anal ysi s
1-9, Thess.

1. setting: conpound p
a) circunstance: 1 Diodeu/santes de\ th\n )Anfi/polin kai\ th\n
) Apol I wni / an
b) text: h)~lgon ei)s Qessal oni/khn,
c) comment <Qessal oni khn>: o(/pou h)”*n sunagwgh\ tw‘n )I oudai /wn.

2. 2-4, sequence p: preaching in the synagogue
a) 2 kata\ de\ to\ ei)wgols tw| Pau/lw ei)sh”l gen pro\s
au)tou\s
Dati ve of personal interest, ATR p. 537
b) anplification p
1) text: kai\ e)pi\ sa/bbata tri/a diele/cato au)toi”~s a)po\
twrn grafw'n,
2) anpl: quote p
a> quote f: 3 dianoi/gwn kai\ paratiqe/ nenos o(/ti
kai\ o(/ti
b> quot e:
1> to\n Xristo\n e)/dei pagei “n kai\ a)nasth”™nai e)k
nekr w'n,
2> ou(”™to/s e)stin o( Xristo/s, [o(] )Ihsou”s,
a: comment <l hsous>: o(\n e)gw katagge/llw u(n ~n.
c) 4 kai/ tines e)c au)tw*n e)pei/sghsan kai\ prosekl hrw ghsan
twy Pau/lw kai\ tw‘| Sila®|, tw‘n te sebone/ nwn (ElI h/ nwn
pl hgos pol u\ gunai kw*n te tw'n prwtwn ou)k o)li/gai.

3. 5-9, The plot of the adversaries
a) First, get the people stirred up.
1) notive: 5 Zhlw santes de\ oi ( )l oudai ~oi
2) manner: kai\ proslabo/nenoi tw'n a)gorai/wn a)/ndras tina\s
ponhr ou\ s
3) manner: kai\ 0) x| opoi h/ sant es
4) text: e)qgoru/boun th\n po/lin,
b) Next, find the offenders.
1) kai\ e)pista/ntes th™| oi)ki/al )Ialsonos
2) €e)zh/toun au)tou\s proagagei *n ei)s to\n dh”non.
c) Failing in that, find a scapegoat.
1) reason: 6 nh\ eu(ro/ntes de\ au)tou\s
2) text: e)/suron )la/sona kai/ tinas a)del fouls e)pi\ touls
polital/rxas,
3) acc. circunstance: quote p
a> quote f: bow'ntes o(/ti
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b> quot e:
1> G ( th\n oi)koune/nhn a)nastatw santes ou(”toi Kkai\
e)nga/ de pa/reisin,
2> 7 ou(\s u(pode/dektai )Ial/swn:
3> specification p
a: text: kai\ ou(~toi pa/ntes a)pe/nanti tw'n
dogma/twn Kai /saros pral/ssousi,
b: specification: basile/a e(/teron | e/ gontes ei)™nai
) I hsou”™n.
d) summary: Stir up everybody.
1) 8 e)ta/racan de\ to\n o)/ xlon kai\ tou\s polita/rxas
a) kou/ ont as tau”ta,
e) 9 kai\ labo/ntes to\ i(kano\n para\ tou”™ )la/sonos kai\ tw'n
| oi pw'n a) pe/l usan au)tou/s.

10, Departure

10 O ( de\ a)delfoi\ eu)ge/ws dia\ nuktol\s e)ce/penyan to/n te
Pau~l on kai\ to\n Sila™n ei)s Be/roian,



