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Focus on three converts:

a) 13-15, Lydia (last study)

b) 16-18, Denoniac girl (last study)
c) 19-40, Jailor (today)

I nternal structure:

a) 19-24, the opponents of the gospel seemto be conpletely in
contr ol

b) 25-26, P&S s response to their huniliation.

c) 27-34, the jailor's salvation

d) 35-40, P&S s response to their rel ease.

24, Opposition
The true notive: loss of their incone. Conpare the priests who

opposed the Lord: loss of their prestige. 1 John shows that al
that is in the world can be reduced to the lust of the flesh, the

lust of the eyes, and the pride of life.

a) Herod rejected the preachi ng of John the Baptist through the
lust of the flesh; he was not willing to give up his brother's
wife.

b) The priests rejected the Lord Jesus through the pride of I|ife.
They woul d have lost their prestigeous position in Jew sh
soci ety.

c) The Philippians reject Paul's preaching through the |ust of
the eyes. They resent the reduction in their incone.

Problem "The |aw had no renedy for property depreci ated by
exorci sm" Conybeare and Howson. How coul d they get back at thent

The accusation actually brought. Twof ol d:

a) They are disturbing the peace. One thing the Ronans want ed
above all was peace and qui et anpbng their subjects.

b) They are spreadi ng Jew sh i deas.

1) Different religions were illegal anpbng the Ronans. Enperor
cul t.

2) Judai smwas barely tolerated. Thus the strong contrast:
"These nen, being Jews ... us ... being Romans." Cf. 18:2;

Cl audi us had recently expelled the Jews from Rone, so it
was the "in" thing in the colonies to be anti-Senitic.

The excited, non-deliberative nature of the proceedings.

a) 19, "drew' = "forcibly dragged."”

b) 22a, The crowd "rose up," reacted visibly to the accusati on.
Clear that there is broad popul ar support for opposing these
t eachers.

c) 22b, the rulers strip P&S (it's the apostles' garnents that
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are rent) and conmmand themto be beaten with rods.

4. The suffering to which the apostl es were subjected

a) Humiliation of being publicly stripped

b) Beating with rods: so harsh that Roman citizens were by | aw
protected fromit.

Why didn't they protest?

1) The tumult was hardly conducive to deliberation over points
of law, contrast 22:25. (Still, they could have yell ed,
"I"ma Roman!" The magi strates' surprise on |learning | ater
of their citizenship shows that they did not.)

2) The Lord had prom sed to direct what they were to say when
brought before magi strates, Matt. 10:19,20. He needed them
hunbl ed for the sequel, and so directs themto remain
silent.

c) Bloody and torn, they are locked in the inner prison (cf.
Peter's two doors and a gate) for utnost security. Stocks: not
just to inmobilize them but to force their |egs apart, like
t he rack.

5. Application: The adversary doesn't "play by the rules,"” and God's
care for us does not nean that we will be exenpt from unfairness,
abuse, or suffering. But 1 Cor. 10:13 holds true. God has an
"outcone," a purpose, for any suffering that he allows into our
lives. And we see the purpose for this one very quickly.

B. 25-26, P&S s Response to Huniliation

1. Their devoti ons.
Prayer we can understand. But singing hymms of praise to God?
Even unbelievers pray in tines of trouble, but only one who knows
the sal vation of Christ can praise. Perhaps he is recalling this
epi sode | ater when he wites to them Phil. 4:6, "Be careful for
not hi ng, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
t hanksgi vi ng." But how can we gi ve thanks under such
ci rcunst ances?
a) Because we know of God's great |love through his gift of his
Son, in spite of our troubles.
b) Because we trust himto produce Christlikeness in our |ives,
t hr ough our troubl es.

2. |l npact on the prisoners.
Not simply "heard," but "listened attentively." They recogni zed
t hat sonet hi ng strange was goi ng on. NB: presunes that Paul and
Silas were singing their praises in Greek, not Hebrew. They woul d
have known many Psal ns i n Hebrew, but bei ng anong G eeks, they
Wi sh to bear wi tness, and so choose psal n8 and hyms sung in the
Gentile churches of Gal ati a.

3. God's intervention.
An unusual earthquake--1o0osens their bonds but does not bring
down the prison around their ears! (One would expect just the
opposite.)
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D. 35-

34, The Jailor's Sal vati on

27, the jailor is about to kill hinmself, because under Ronan | aw,
if his prisoners escaped, he woul d recei ve what ever puni shnent
awai ted them and that woul d be far worse than i rmedi ate deat h.
(He is able to nete it out to others, but can't take it hinself!)

28. Howis it that the prisoners didn't | eave? v.26 says
explicitly that everyone's bonds were rel eased. Sone of these
prisoners were awaiting fates so terrible that the jailor would
rather die than face them why didn't they just turn tail and run
for freedonf

They have been listening to Paul and Silas praising the Lord, and
they find what they see in Paul nore attractive than the
opportunity for freedom

29, the jailor's request. Their teachi ng has been well known

t hroughout the city. No sooner are they abused than their God

bri ngs vengeance--and the jailor has been at the heart of the
abuse! His request to be "saved" is not just a sanctified hope to
enter into the pearly gates, but refers to the just wath of the
God whom he has of f ended.

Application: This nust lie at the heart of every true sal vation.
Until we cone face to face with God's awful w ath agai nst
si nners, we have nothing to be saved from

31-32, humanly, Paul now has the man in his power. He coul d have
coerced himany way he pl eased. But he continues to preach the
same gospel of grace that we find el sewhere: believe, and you
shall be saved, and the sane pronise applies to your househol d as
wel | .

33-34, the jailor's response. Wile works do not save, true

sal vation always results in works. The two verses nirror each
ot her, describing his personal response of faith (33b, 34b) and
his mnistry to his former prisoners (33a, 34a).

40, P&S' s Response to their Rel ease

35-39, Paul asserts his citizenship.

Now, after their release, the Lord gives P&S |iberty to assert
their citizenship. In this context, it actually gives them nore
power over the magi strates than it would have earlier, since now
the magi strates fear exposure for their nisdeed. May have

provi ded sone cover for the infant church.

Still, it seens wise for P& to depart, since popul ar opinion was
so strongly agai nst them

40, Farewell to the saints.
Luke appears to renmin behind, to encourage and instruct the new
believers. A strategy begins to energe that we will see in nore
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detail later: the team does not nove nonolithicly. Sometines (as
here) one nenber remai ns behind to establish a church while the
others nove on to scope out new areas. |In other cases, one goes
on ahead of the main body. Cf. the exanple of the Lord, Luke

10: 1, sending his disciples before himto prepare the cities he
himsel f wi shed to visit. Also Luke 9:52; 1:17,76 (John the

Bapti st).

Not e on Househol d Sal vati on

Two passages in this chapter serve as an inportant foundation for
the teaching of infant salvation: the references to the bapti sm of
entire "households” in 15 (Lydia) and 33 (the jailor). These were
ext ended househol ds, including servants, perhaps several
generations, attached cousins, etc., and sone have argued that "no
doubt some of the fanilies that were baptized contai ned i nfants,"

t hus furnishing NT precedent. There are, indeed, other argunents
than these for infant baptism but this one pops up in this passage,
and so requires our attention.

Two observati ons.

1. It is an assunption that there were chil dren baptized. Many,
per haps even npbst househol ds, had children; we do not know that
these two specific ones did. The argunent assunes that which it
t hen proves.

2. In fact, given the detail that we have in the jailor's case, we
know t hat whoever was in the household, they all not only were
bapti zed, but
a) 32, heard the word of the Lord;

b) 34, believed in God.
They were at | east old enough to hear and believe.

It renains the case that there is no case of baptismin the NT in
which it is clear that the candi date has not personally believed in
the Lord Jesus. Thus there is no NT precedent for the baptism of

i nfants.

Summary:

1. Lydia: saved through Paul's obedi ence.

2. Denoni ac: saved through Paul's willingness to enter into
spiritual conbat.

3. Jailor: saved through Paul's willingness to suffer for the sake
of Chri st.

Psalm 2

Anal ysi s

13- 15, Conversion of Lydia [previous study]
16- 18, Healing of the Denobniac [Previous study]
19- 34, pposition and deliverance
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2.

19-24, Qpposition (subjects: the opposers)
Not e

a)
b)

c)
d)

a)

b)

the true notive

the accusation actually brought; "The |l aw had no renedy for
property depreci ated by exorcism" Conybeare and Howson.
the excited, non-deliberative nature of the proceedi ngs

the suffering to which the apostl es were subjected

19-21, accusati on:

1) 19 i)do/ntes de\ oi( ku/rioi au)th”s o(/ti e)ch”™l gen h(
e)lpils th”s e)rgasi/as au)tw*n e)pil abo/ nenoi to\n Pau”l on
kai\ to\n Sila”n ei(/lkusan lit. "dragged," forcibly ei)s
th\n a)gora\n e)pi\ tou\s a)/rxontas,

2) quote p
a> quote f: 16:20 kai\ prosagago/ntes au)tou\s toi” s

strat hgoi s ei ) “pan,

b> quote: (note Jew Roman contrast; recall pride of

Phili ppi as a Roman col ony)

1> Qu(~toi oi( a)/ngrwoi e)ktaral/ssousin h(mv*n th\n
po/lin )l oudai “oi u(pa/rxontes,

2> 16: 21 kai\ katagge/llousin e)/gh a(\ ou)k e)/cestin
h(m ~n parade/ xesqai ou)de\ poiei*n (Rwmmai/ois
ou) *si n.

22-24, reaction
1) crowd: 16:22 kai\ sunepe/sth o( o)/ xlos kat' au)tw'n,
2) rulers:
a> kai\ oi( strathgoi\ perirh/cantes au)tw‘n i.e., Paul and
Silas' ta\ i(ma/tia e)ke/leuon r(abdi/zein,
b> 16:23 polla/s te e)pige/ntes au)toi”s pl hga\s e)/bal on
ei)s ful akh/ n, paraggei/lantes tw‘| desnofu/l aki
a)sfalw's threi ~n au)tou/s:
3) jailor:
a> 16:24 o(\s paraggeli/an toiau/thn [ abwn e)/bal en
au)toul\s ei)s th\n e)swe/ran fulakh\n cf. 12:10; Peter
was confi ned behind two successi ve doors and a gate, and
al so chained in place.
b> kai\ tou\s po/das h)sfali/sato au)tw'n ei)s to\ cu/l on.
Cf. Peter's soldiers

25-26, release from prison (subjects: P&S)

a)

b)

setting (inpfs)
1) 16:25 Kata\ de\ to\ nesonu/ktion Pau™l os kai\ Sil a"s
pr oseuxo/ nmenoi u(/moun to\n geo/n,
Rol e of rejoicing in adversity
2) e)phkrow*nto listen attentively de\ au)tw‘n oi( de/smi oi:
result p
1) text: manner p
a> text: 16:26 a)/fnw de\ seisnmo\s e)ge/ neto ne/gas
b> manner: w(/ste sal eugh®nai ta\ gene/lia tou”®
desmat hri / ou,
2) result:
a> h)new | xghsan de\ paraxrh”nma ai( qu/rai pa”“sai,
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b> kai\ pa/ntwn ta\ desna\ a)ne/qgh.

3. 27-34, interchange p: The jailor's salvation

a)

b)

d)

D. 35-40,

1

35-

b)

c)

iu (Jailor): 16:27 e)/cupnos de\ geno/ nenos o( desnofu/l ac
kai\ i)dwn a)new gne/nas ta\s qu/ras th~*s ful akh”s,
spasa/ nenos [th\n] ma/xairan h)/nellen e(auto\n a)nairei”™n,
noni / zwn e) kpef euge/ nai tou\s desni/ous.
cu (Paul): quote p
1) quote f: 16:28 e)fw nhsen de\ nega/l h| fwnh”?| [o(] Pau”l os
I e/ gwn,
2) quote: notivated conmmand
a> comand: Mde\n pral/ch|s seautw‘| kako/n,
b> notive: a(/pantes ga/r e)snen e)nqga/de.
How can this be? The other prisoners found what they saw
in Paul nore attractive than the opportunity for
freedomn
cu (Jailor):
1) 16:29 ai)th/sas de\ fw'‘ta ei)seph/dhsen,
2) kai\ e)/ntronpbs geno/ nmenos prose/pesen tw'| Pau/lw kail
[twr]] Silan],
3) quote p
a> quote f: 16:30 kai\ proagagwhn au)tou\s e)/cw e)/fh,
b> quot e: Ku/rioi, ti/ ne dei”™ poiei”n i(/na swgw;
He nmust have been |i stening!
cu (Paul): quote p
1) quote f: 16:31 oi( de\ ei)”pan,
2) quot e:
a> Pi/steuson e)pi\ to\n ku/rion )Ihsou”n,
b> kai\ swgh/sh| su\ kai\ o( oi)”"ko/s sou.
3) 16:32 kai\ e)la/lhsan au)tw‘| to\n | o/ gon tou”~ kuri/ou
su\n pa”sin toi”“s e)n th”| oi)ki/al au)tou”.
ru (Jailor):
1) 16:33 kai\ paralabwn au)toul\s e)n e)kei/nh| th*] w/ra|
t h*s nukto\s e)/l ousen a)po\ tw*n pl hgw'n,
2) kai\ e)bapti/sgh au)to\s kai\ oi( au)tou”™ pa/ntes
par axr h"ma,
3) 16:34 a)nagagw n te au)tou\s ei)s to\n oi)”kon pare/ ghken
tral/ pezan,
4) kai\ h)gallial/sato panoi kei\ pepisteukws tw'| gew?|.

Departure from Phili ppi

39, Respect from Unbelievers: The Next Day

quote p

1) quote f: 16:35 (Hre/ras de\ genone/ nhs a)pe/steil an oi (
strathgoi\ tou\s r(abdou/xous | e/ gontes,

2) quote: )Apo/luson tou\s a)nqrw pous e)kei/nous.

quote p

1) quote f: 16:36 a)ph/ggeilen de\ o( desnofu/lac tou\s
|l o/gous [tou/tous] pro\s to\n Pau™l on, o(/ti

2) quot e:
a> ) Ape/stal kan oi ( strathgoi\ i (/na a)pol ugh”te:
b> nu”n ou)”n e)cel go/ ntes poreu/esqge e)n ei)rh/nhj.

quote p



1) quote f: 16:37 o( de\ Pau™l os e)/fh pro\s au)tou/s,
2) quot e:

a>

b>
c>
d>

d) 16: 38

Dei /rantes h(na”"s
1> dhnosi/ a|
2> a) kat akri/tous,
3> a)ngrw pous (Rwmai/ous u(pa/rxontas,
e)/ bal an ei)s ful akh/n:
kai\ nu™n la/qgral] h(ma”s e)kba/ll ousi n;
ou) ga/r, a)lla\ e)lqo/ntes au)toi\ h(m”s
€) cagage/ t wsan.
a) ph/ ggeil an de\ toi~s strathgoi”s oi( r(abdou~xoi ta\

r(h/ mata tau”ta.
e) e)fobh/ghsan de\ a)kou/santes o(/ti (Rwai~oi/ ei)sin,

f) 16: 39

kai\ e)l go/ ntes parekal/l esan au)tou/s,

g) kai\ e)cagago/ntes h)rw twn a)pel gei *n a)po\ th”s po/l ews.

40, Farewell to the saints
(NB: Luke appears to renmin behi nd)

a) 16:40

e)cel qo/ ntes de\ a)po\ th~”s ful akh”s ei)sh”™l gqon pro\s

th\n Ludi/ an,

b) kai\

i )do/ ntes parekal/l esan tou\s a)del fou\s

c) kai\ e)ch”l gan.



