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Overvi ew

1. 15 is the third trip of P& out from Antioch, follow ng fam ne
visit to Jer. and nissionary trip to Turkey.

2. Train of thought:
a) [Previous] Review the pattern of Matt. 18
b) [Previous] Recognize this pattern in Gal. 2 and Acts 15.
c) [Last nessage] Study the deliberations of the conference in
Acts 15.

d) Today: action and rel evance for how the church nmakes deci si ons

today (NO basis for councils).

The Enbassy, 22-23
The probl em was people conmi ng from Jerusal em beari ng m sl eadi ng
teaching. To correct this,

1. Paul and Barnabas will certainly go back. But the church in Jer.
wants to make a stronger statenent di sowning the fal se teachers.

2. So they send two representatives of the Jerusalemass'y itself.
Descri bed as "chief nen," |eaders, likely fromanpong the el ders.

Application: Cf. sending of Barnabas and Saul in Acts 13. Wen
the church has a nmission, it is the older, npbre experienced who
are sent, not young people still wet behind the ears!

3. Even these rep's are not enough. They conpose a letter to di sown
explicitly the fal se teachers.

4. Application: Harnpbny anong believers is extrenely inportant.
W're not to wite off one another as unspiritual, nor to harbor
grudges one agai nst anot her.

The Letter, 23-29
Especi al | y not ewort hy

1. 24, They reject the fal se teachers, accusing them of "subverting"
(lit. plundering, ransacking) their souls, stealing fromthemthe

joy and confidence of salvation by grace through faith.

2. 25, They report the oneness of mnd that God has given them
Power ful indication of his wll.

3. 28-29, They repeat the summary of Lev. 17ff that Janes suggest ed.
Four commands, dealing with two basic areas: idolatry and
fornication. (Paul's trip is tantanount to a question fromthe
Gentile believers to Jerusalem Wat should we do? This is
Jerusal eni s answer.)



D. Details of the Qutcone, 30-35

1

31, the epistle as a "consol ati on" or "exhortation" that brings
"joy." The letter contains both confort (repudiation of the fal se
t eachi ng) and exhortation (the four commands). Wl Il -rounded

m ni stry must include both.

35, continued mnistry in Antioch. Note
a) both teachi ng and evangel i sm
b) not only P&B, but "nmany others al so."

E. Acts 15: Council (legislative) or Conference (about matter of joint
concern)?

1

2.

Fits pattern of Matt. 18:15-17.

VWhen Paul subsequently deals with neat offered to idols (1 Cor.
8-10), he ignores the decree and argues fromfirst principles.
Suggests that he does not consider this binding.

(Note: This observation suggests that one argunent for the early
date of Gal., that it does not cite the Jerusal em decree, m ght
be invalid; on the other hand, the epistle in Acts 14 is not
addressed to gentil es everywhere, but to those of Antioch, Syria,
and Cilicia. But then, are Paul's epistles only valid for the
churches to which witten?)

Conti nued references to circuntision in |later epistles (e.g., 1
Cor. 7:18f; Rom 2; Php. 3:3; Col. 2:11) show that the Judai zers
didn't followit either. The outcome of the conference is sinply
to clarify Jerusalenis position on the question, not to

| egi sl ate.

--> No biblical basis for church council s!

Need to explain the outcone as a natter of discipline. No

wi nners! perhaps should be nore often Iike that. After all, what
the Lord requires is that your brother HEAR you, not necessarily
ACREE.

Hymm: 35, Bl est Be the Tie.

Anal ysi s

A. 1-2, Disagreenent in Antioch [Earlier message]

B. 3-5, Contrasting Responses to the Gentile Mssion [Earlier nessage]

C. 6-29, Jerusal em Conf erence

1

2.

6- 21, Discussion [Last nessage]

22-23, Letter



a)

b)

22 To/te e)/doce toi”"s a)posto/lois kai\ toi”~s presbute/rois
su\n o(/1h| th~| e)kkl hsi/a|] e)klecanme/ nous a)/ndras e)c
au)tw*n pe/nyai ei)s )Antio/xeian su\n tw‘| Pau/lw kai\
Bar naba”|, )l ou/dan to\n kal ou/ nrenon Barsabba™n kai\ Sil a"n,
a)/ ndras h(goune/nous [cf. Heb. 13:7, 17, 24] e)n toi” s
a) del f oi s,
quote f: 23 gra/yantes dia\ xeiro\s au)tw'n,
quote (letter form
1) Sal utation:
a> From
1> O ( a)po/stol oi
2> kai\ oi( presbu/tero
3> kai oi a)delfoil
b> To:
1> toi”s kata\ th\n )Antio/xeian kai\ Suri/an kai\
Kiliki/an a)del foi”s
2> tois e)c e)gnw'n
c> xai/rein.
2) Body:
a> 24 ) Epei dh\ h) kou/ sanen
1> o(/ti tinel\s e)c h(mvn [e)cel go/ntes] e)tal/racan
u(ma”s | o/ gois
a: a)naskeua/zontes tal\s yuxal\s u(mvn, (cf. 2 Tim
2:14)
b: | egontes peritemesqgai kai threin ton nonopn
c: oi(”s ou) diesteilalneqga,
b> 25 e)/docen h(nm ~n genone/ noi s o(nobqumado\ n
e) kl ecane/ nois a)/ ndras pe/nyai pro\s u(na”s su\n toi” s
a) gapht oi s h(mv*n Bar naba™| kai\ Pau/lw, 26
a) ngrw poi s paradedwko/si tal\s yuxals au)tw*n u(pe\r
tou® o)no/ matos tou” kuri/ou h(mvn ) I hsou”™ Xri stou”.
c> 27 a)pestal/l kanen ou)”™n )lou/dan kai\ Sila”n, kai\
au)toul's dia\ |o/gou a)pagge/llontas ta\ au)ta/.
d> 28 e)/docen ga\r tw* pneu/mati tw‘| a(gi/w Kkai\
h(m ~n mhde\n ple/on e)piti/gesqai u(m *n ba/ros plh\n
tou/twn tw*n e)pa/ nagkes, 29 a)pe/ xesgai ei)dw oqu/twn
kai\ ai (/matos kai\ pni ktw*n kai\ pornei/as:
e> e)c Wm(*n diathrou®ntes e(autou\s eu)”™ pral/cete.
3) dose: )/ Errwsqge.

D. 30-35, Return to Anti och

© N

10.

onhONE

30

O ( me\'n ou)”™n a)pol uge/ ntes

kat h*l qon ei)s ) Anti o/ xei an,
kai \ sunagago/ ntes to\ pl h*qos
e) pe/ dwkan th\n e)pistol h/n:

31
32

a) nagno/ ntes de\ e)xa/rhsan e)pi\ th”| parakl h/sei.
Jlou/das te kai\ Sila”s, kai\ au)toi\ profh~tai o)/ntes, dia\

| o/ gou poll ou™ parekal/l esan tou\s a)del fou\s
kai\ e)pesth/rican:

33

poi h/ sant es de\ xr o/ non

a) pel u/ ghsan net' ei)rh/nhs a)po\ tw‘n a)del fw‘n pro\s tou\s
a)postei/lantas au)tou/s.

35

Pau~l os de\ kai\ Barnaba”s die/tribon e)n )Antioxei/a]|

di da/ skontes kai\ eu)aggelizo/nmenoi nmeta\ kai\ e(te/rwn pollw'n

3



to\n | o/ gon tou” kuri/ou.



