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13:

12-15, Three Characteristics of the Church, each bracketed by the
departure and return of Barnabas and Paul :

a) 12, a Loving church

b) 13-14, a M ssionary church (this section)

c) 15, a Disciplined church

bj ective: a case study for the things the church should do.

Structure of 13-14, the first m ssionary journey:
a) 13:1-3, Sending Qut by the church
b) 13:4-14:26, The Travels
1) 4-5, Sending by the Spirit
2) 6-12, Paphos--Elynas the Sorcerer
3) 13-52, Pisidian Antioch--Paul's sernon
4) 14:1-4, lconium-strong Jew sh opposition
5) 5-18, Lystra--Healing the | ane man
6) 19-26, Return Trip--confirmati on and conti nui ng evangel i sm
c) 14:27-28, Reporting back to Anti och

Today' s obj ective: understand basic principles of nissionary
activity in the early church.

a) The context from which they are call ed;

b) The manner in which they are sent out;

c) Their responsibility to the sending church after they return.

1-2, The Context of the Call
1, Leadership of the church

a) Led by prophets and teachers, Eph. 4:11 the two gifts for
resi dent wor k. How about el ders?

1) M ght not have any yet; Cf. Didache 15:1. But there
certainly were in Jerusalem 11: 30.

2) Alternatively, note that there is no gift of elder. Focus
on function rather than official position. (But "ninister"”
suggests official function; see Wstcott on Heb, pp.
232ff.)

b) Plurality of | eaders

c) Diversity

1) Racial (Sineon is probably bl ack)

2) Cultural (nostly hellenistic, from Cyprus [ Barnabas],
Cyrene [Lucian], and Asia [ Saul]

3) Soci al - - Manaen.

4) Application: Things that don't nmatter in the church (G
3:28; 5:6; 1 Cor. 12:13; Col. 3:11): race, previous
religion, gender, social status. Their commpn thread is the
Holy Spirit. Beware | est social honbgeneity take Hi s pl ace.
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2. 2, Odinary functioning of the church

a) Mnistering to the Lord

Lit. "doing priestly service."

1) See Rom 15:16 for an extension of this netaphor, applied
there to the work of evangelism W are not told what the
m nistry here was; no need to restrict it to the Euchari st.
The point is that they were exercising their gifts in the
service of God, as believer-priests.

2) 2 Cor. 9:12 "[priestly] service" shows that this is not
restricted to church officers.

b) Fasting

1) Always associated with prayer

2) Different fromjust nmissing a neal; different word used in
Acts 27:33. Deliberate subjugation of the body to spiritua
interests; cf. "watching," depriving body of sleep, Eph.
6:18; Col. 4:2, again associated with prayer.

3) Application: Psa. 90:12: You can only do so nuch; you have
only so many hours in the day. Wiat priority do spiritua
exerci ses have with you? Are you willing to set aside
normal bodily appetites in order to seek the Lord?

B. 13:2-5, The Manner of the Sendi ng

1. 2, How the Lord Calls
a) Communicated to the church as a whole, not just the

i ndi vi dual .

b) In context of existing mnistry. Mnister where you are now,
and the Lord will show you where he wants you next. The cal
is not just TOa mnistry, but INone. "I being in the way,

the Lord led ne."

c) "Separate."” Set these apart fromthe body of nen who m nister.
They cannot do the task that is before themif they are
burdened down with the church at Anti och.

2. 3, The Church's role. Note three participles and finite verb

a) Fasting--they made it a special priority to seek the Lord's
face about this matter.

b) Prayi ng--nade possible by the fasting.

c) Laying on hands--identification. Though absent in body, B&S
represent the church and mnister under its authority.

d) Send away, apoluw, better "rel ease.” Used frequently of
di smi ssing a neeting. When it does nean "send away," Matt.
15: 23, it's in a condescendi ng sense that cannot be intended
here. The church's role is to let them go, not to get them out
t here.

3. 4-5, The Spirit's role.
a) "Send forth," an active sending, in contrast with the church's
"rel easi ng. "
b) Granmatical marks of contrast on 4a and 5b. The Spirit sent
Bar nabas and Saul out, but they took John as their assistant.
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Suggests that his participation was perhaps nore out of
expedi ency than the HS s direction, and |l eads to an
unfortunate stunmbl e when he | eaves the work prenaturely in
v. 13.

C. 14:27-28, Reporting the Results
Back in Antioch

1. Necessary to cone back to the sending church to report.
2. Description of God's work

a) "Do with" (= 15:4) has two neani ngs in English:
1) Instrunment ("He did it with a hamer")
2) Acconpaninent ("He did it with his w fe")
El sewhere in the NT, this expression appears only in the
second sense (e.g., Matt. 26:18; Mark 3:67?7; 15:1);
instrunent is en (Luke 1:51), not nmeta as here. 1 Cor.
10: 13 is sun. Heb. 8:9 is dative.

Application: Cf. 1 Cor. 3:9, fellow |l aborers together wth
CGod. Matt. 11:29, taking on Christ's yoke. His work is

i npossi bl e--yet with himlaboring alongside us, it is easy
for us.

b) "Open door of faith.” Cf. use of this expression el sewhere, 1
Cor. 16:9; 2 Cor. 2:12; Col. 4:3, for an opportunity that nust
be taken. God has nade it possible for the Gentiles to
bel i eve; has given them an opportunity.

3. 28, they stayed a long tine with the church, not just a short
deput ation visit!

Sunmary:
Basi ¢ | essons about m ssionary worKk:

1. It is an extension of the basic mnistry of the church, and its
practitioners may be expected to enmerge fromthat ninistry.

2. It is the Spirit who sends themforth. The church's task (and it
is the church's, not just the individual's) is to recognize the
call and rel ease them

3. Having energed fromthe mnistry of a |ocal assenbly, they bring
back a report to that assenbly.

Psalm 72, "Christ Shall Have Dom ni on"

Anal ysi s
13-14, A M ssionary Church

A. 13:1-3, Sendi ng Qut
1. 13:1 )”“Hsan de\ e)n )Antioxei/al] kata\ th\n ou)”san e)kkl hsi/an
prof h"tai kai\ di da/skal oi



13:

o ok

14:

a) o(/ te Barnaba”s

b) kai\ Sunew\n o( kal ou/ menos Ni/ger,

c) kai\ Lou/kios o( Kurhnai ”os,

d) Manah/n te (Hrw | dou tou”™ tetraa/rxou su/ntrofos

e) kai\ Sau”l os.

2 leitourgou/ntwn de\ au)tw‘n tw‘| kuri/w kai\ nhsteuo/ntwn

ei ) pen to\ pneu®na to\ a(/gion,

a) )Afori/sate dh/ nmoi to\n Barnaba™n kai\ Sau”lon ei)s to\
e)/ rgon o(\ proske/kl hmai au)tou/s.

3 to/te nhsteu/santes kai\ proseuca/nenoi kai\ e)pige/ntes ta\s

xei “ras au)toi”s a)pe/lusan.

4-14: 26, The First Journey

4-5, Traveling

a) 4 Autoi\ ne\n ou)™n e)kpenfqge/ntes u(po\ tou” a(gi/ou
pneu/ mat os kat h”l qgon ei)s Sel eu/ kei an,

b) e)kei *qe/n te a)pe/pl eusan ei)s Ku/pron,

c) 5 kai\ geno/nenoi e)n Sal ami “ni kath/ggellon to\n | o/gon tou®
geou”™ e)n tai”s sunagwgai *s tw'n )l oudai/ wn:

d) ei)”xon de\ kai\ )Iwa/nnhn u(phre/thn.

6- 12, Paphos--Elymas the Sorcerer [Later nessage]

13-52, Pisidian Antioch--Paul's sernon [Later message]

14:1-4, lconium-strong Jewi sh opposition [Later nessage]

5-18, Lystra--Healing the |ame nman [Later nessage]

19-26, Return Trip--confirmati on and conti nui ng evangeli sm [ Later
nessage]

27- 28, Reporting

Back in Antioch

1

14: 27 parageno/ nenoi de\ kai\ sunagago/ntes th\n e)kkl hsi/an
a) nh/ ggel | on

a) o(/sa e)poi/hsen o( geo\s net' au)tw'n kail\

b) o(/ti h)/noicen toi”s e)/gnesin qu/ran pi/stews.

28 die/tribon de\ xro/non ou)k o)li/gon su\n toi”s nmaghtai "s.



