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A. Overvi ew
From 11: 19 through ch. 15, the structure of the book is dom nated by
Ant i och.

1. 11:19-26, Foundi ng of the Church; al so gets Barnabas and Saul
t oget her.

2. 12-15, Three Characteristics of the Church, each bracketed by the
departure and return of Barnabas and Paul :
a) 12, a Loving church
b) 13-14, a M ssionary church
c) 15, a Disciplined church
bj ective: a case study for the things the church should do.

3. Now, at the beginning of the first m ssionary journey, we see
Paul's credentials established, by events that show him
conparable to Peter in earlier chapters of Acts, and to Jerem ah
in the OI.

B. The Parallel with Peter
Paul's contact with Elynas the Sorcerer in ch. 13 has narked
parallels with Peter's encounter with Sinmon the Sorcerer in ch. 8.

1. The church sends out apostles (8:14; 13:1). These nen are not
acting on their own authority.

2. They encounter a sorcerer (8:9; 13:6).

3. In both cases, the sorcerer is closely associated with people who
have a genuine interest in the gospel (8:5-8, 10-12; 13:7).

4. Superficially, one mght think the sorcerer would be a friend.
Si non seens to receive the nessage (8:18-19), and Elymas is a Jew
(13:6).

5. The sorcerer commrits a serious sin. Though the actions are quite
different in the two cases, the notives are the sane: the
sorcerer is seeking to continue his influence with his public.

a) 8:18-19, Sinobn, having received baptism wants to nerge the
new faith into his magic act, in order to continue his
influence with the people in their new state as believers.
Even when rebuked, he neekly asks for intercession (v.24). In
later history, he becones the | eader of a heretical sect in
t he church.

b) 13:8, Elynas, fearing the loss of his influence with the
proconsul should the latter becone a believer, seeks to bl ock
the i nfluence of the gospel.



c) Application: Satan opposes the gospel not only by open
hostility, but also through the superficial interest of those
who woul d conprom se the nessage for their own gain. W need
to be alert to both channels of attack.

The apostl e rebukes the sorcerer directly.

Application: This is the first of nmany parallels we will see
bet ween Peter and Paul, enphasizing their conparable authority
and the equal standing of gentiles (to whom Paul was sent) with
Jews (Peter's focus) in the church.

C. The Parallel with Jereniah
As ch. 6 presents Stephen as Elijah, rebuking the nurderer of
Nabot h; 8a presents Peter as Elisha, rebuking Gehazi; 8b presents
Philip as Elisha, mnistering to Naanan; so here Paul is portrayed
as Jereni ah, rebuking the dreaning fal se prophets (Yaure's JBL
article, in Acts binder).

Simlarities:

1

They are all designated "dreaners," those who count on visions

for their revel ati on.

a) Paul & Elymas: The nane "Elynmas"” is a Geek reflex of Aranmic
xal oma "dreaner," translated "sorcerer" because sorcerers were
commonly involved in interpreting dreans.

b) Jer & Prophets: 23:25-28, contrast between dreans and the Wrd
of the Lord.

c) Jer & Shel em ah: 29:24, "Nehelenmte" nay nean "the dreaner"”
(see margin). Certainly a fal se prophet, and the parallel of
23: 25ff shows that this would be a good epithet.

Technical note: See Waltke's grammar for possible uses of the
Ni phal here: 23.4d (benefactive, "the one who dreans for his
own good"); 23.6.1 (interchangeable with Qal).

Joseph was a dreaner, Ezekiel had visions, Daniel had dreans,

dven Paul could receive direction through dreans. Wat's the

problemwi th these fol k?

They are all described as false or |ying.

a) Paul & Elymas: v.6, "fal se prophet.™

b) Jer & Prophets: 23:25 (lies), 26 (deceit), 32 (false).

c) Jer & Shelem ah: 29:31 characterizes himas prophesying a lie.

Consequences of their deception:

They all m sl ead peopl e.



a) Paul & Elymas: seeking to turn the proconsul away fromthe
gospel . v. 10, "pervert the right ways of the Lord."™ Paul is
seeking to show the proconsul the strait and narrow path, but
Elymas is trying to get himoff on a detour.

b) Jer & Prophets: 23:13, they |ead God' s people astray. cf. 32,
36.

c) Jer & Shel em ah: 29:32, he teaches rebellion against the Lord.
Their sins are sinmilar; so will be their judgnent.

4. They all face darkness as punishnent (irony for those who claim
to be enlightened).

a) Paul & Elymas: v.11l, struck blind.

b) Jer & Prophets: 23:12, they are condemmed to fl ee al ong
"slippery ways in the darkness."

c) Jer & Shelem ah: 29:32, he will not see the good that God will
do to his people in restoring them

5. Application: Facing opposition from apostates who pretend to be
of the sanme faith but oppose us.
a) Their characteristics:
1) Rely on their own experience rather than God's Wrd for
gui dance.
2) They decei ve those around them and | ead theminto error.
3) Their rejection of the Word that they do have | eads them
into further blindness.
b) Principles in dealing with them
1) No conproni se;
2) Direct rebuke.

Sunmary:

1. Paul's Parity with Peter.

2. Al that glitters is not gold; all that |ooks religious is not
godly. Beware fal se teaching, not only that which directly
opposes the gospel (Elynas), but also that which seens to go
along with it, but for the wong reasons (Sinon).

Hyrm: My Soul, Be On Thy Guard.

Anal ysi s
13-14, A M ssionary Church

A. 13:1-5, Sending Qut [previous nessage]
B. 13:4-14:26, The First Journey
1. 6-12, Paphos--E ymas the Sorcerer
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a) 6 dielqo/ntes de\ o(/lhn th\n nh"son a)/xri Pa/fou eu(”ron
a)/ ndra tina\ na/gon yeudoprofh/thn )Ioudai “on (| 0)/nona
Bar i hsou”,

b) 7 o(\s h)”n su\n tw*| a)nqupa/tw Sergi/w Pau/lw, a)ndri\
sunet wh| .

c) ou(”tos proskal esa/ nenos Barnaba™n kai\ Sau”l on e)pezh/thsen
a) kounrsai to\n | o/gon tou® geou”:

d) 8 a)nqgi/stato de\ au)toi”s )Elu/ mas o( nm/gos, ou(/tws ga\r
meger mhneu/ etai to\ o)/ noma au)tou”, zhtw'n diastre/yai to\n
a) nqu/ paton a)po\ th~”s pi/stews.

e) quote p
1) quote f: 9 Sau”~los de/, o( kai\ Pau”~l os, plhsgeils

pneu/ matos a(gi/ou a)teni/sas ei)s au)to\n 10 ei)” pen,

2) quote

a> )"Wpl h/rhs panto\s do/l ou kai\ pa/shs r(a|di ourgi/as,

b> ui (e\ di abo/l ou,

c> e)xqgre\ pal/shs di kai osu/ nhs,

d> ou) pau/sh| diastre/fwn ta\s o(dou\s [tou”™] kuri/ou ta\s
eu) gei / as;

e> 11 kai\ nu™n i)dou\ xei\r kuri/ou e)pi\ se/,

f> kai\ e)/sh| tuflo\s nmh\ ble/pwn to\n h(/lion a)/xri
kai r ou”.

f) paraxrh™"nma/ te e)/pesen e)p' au)to\n a)xlu\s kai\ sko/tos,

g) kai\ peria/gwn e)zh/tei xeiragwgou/s.

h) 12 to/te i)dwn o( a)nqu/patos to\ gegono\s e)pi/steusen
e) kpl hsso/ nenos e) pi\ th”| didaxh”™| tou”™ kuri/ou.

2. 13-52, Pisidian Antioch--Paul's sernpon [Later nessage]
3. 14:1-4, lconium-strong Jewi sh opposition [Later nessage]
4. 5-18, Lystra--Healing the |ane nman [Later nessage]

5. 19-26, Return Trip--confirmati on and conti nui ng evangelism|[ Later
message]

C. 14:27-28, Reporting [previous nmessage]



