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Over vi ew

1. Overview of the entire story:
a) Two visionary conmmands:
1) 10:1-8, Cornelius' Vision: God conmands himto send for
Peter, and he obeys.
2) 9-24, Peter sent: God commands himto go to Cornelius, and
he obeys.
b) 24b-48, Meeting with Cornelius: Sal vati on.
c) 11:1-18, Discussion in Jerusal em

2. Today, focus on the neeting with Cornelius.
A. 24-33, Peter neets Cornelius
1. Cornelius' eagerness: he neets Peter when Peter "cones in" v.25,
but it is later that Peter "cones in" to the house (v.27).
Suggests the initial greeting is at the city gate, when Peter
first "cane in" to Caesarea, V.24a

2. M sdirected worship.

a) Brings to m nd other exx in which nmen or angels reject

wor shi p.

1) Acts 14:11-15, Paul and Barnabas in Lystra: "W also are
men. "

2) Rev. 19:10, John's angelic guide: "I amthy fell owservant."”

3) Rev. 22:28,29, sane situation.

b) The repeated refusal of nen and angels to receive worship
makes all the nore inpressive our Lord's willingness to
receive it. He never rejects it: as Son of God, he is worthy
of our worship.

1) Matt. 8:2, the | eper
2) Matt. 14:33, the disciples in the ship

3. Conversation in the house.

a) v.28 shows Peter's application of the vision. It is far
broader than just to food, but applies to cl asses of people as

well. Qught to do away with any notion of class or raci al
distinction on the part of believers. Cf. the Lord' s dealings
with the wonan at the well: a samaritan, and a wonman at that.

b) v.33, the circunstances of CGospel preaching. Not just a hunan
preacher and a hunan hearer:
1) The teacher is delivering what God has conmanded hi m
prostassw, cf. suntassw and tassw, enphasizes Cod's
direction and ordi nati on, as opposed to entell omai, which
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enphasi zes the content of the comrand.
2) The hearers nust answer for what they hear before God. cf.
2 Tim 4:1; Matt. 11:21.
W are likely to make a big deal about the responsibility
of a teacher before God; the hearers have no | ess a
responsi bility!

34-43, Peter's Message

Basi ¢ nmovenent: four statements about knowi ng or decl aring
sonet hi ng:

Peter perceives the eligibility of the Gentil es.

They know the stories of Jesus' life.

The apostles witness to the resurrection and its neani ng.
The prophets proclaimthe need for faith.

PONPE

=

34-35, "l Perceive..."--the eligibility of the Gentil es.
VWhet her a person is acceptable with God does not depend on his
nationality, but on his attitude and actions toward GCod.

a) The two conditions, "fear God" (attitude) and "work
ri ght eousness" (action), are already true of Cornelius before
he believes on Christ (10:1,22), but this is not in general
true of unbelievers. Cornelius has responded to God's OT

revel ation, and is thus in nmuch the sane state as an Ol saint.

b) "Accepted" can al so be rendered "acceptable,” and that fits
better here. Peter does NOT say, "Ww,, you' re wonderful . |
guess | don't need to preach here." Rather, because he sees

this recepti veness on Cornelius' part, he is bold to give him

the news of the Messiah, so that he mi ght believe and be
f orgi ven.

c) Application: God does not force the gospel on unw lling

people. Qur positive response to what we have already heard is

our ticket to | earn nore.

bedi ence to the OT is not enough. Cornelius needs to | earn of
the com ng of the Messi ah.

2. 36-38, "You know..."--the stories of the |life of Jesus.
The verb "you know' in 37 governs three objects. Al three
concern the life of Jesus Christ, but enphasize different

aspects: its purpose (preaching peace), its setting (in space and

tine), and its mechanism (the HSin Christ's life).

Pet er assunes that Cornelius, as an alert person, will have heard

reports about the Teacher from Galil ee.

a) 36, "You know the word." The Purpose of Christ's |life: preach
peace. Cf. Isa. 57:19 for the two di nensions of this peace,
and Paul 's exposition of it in Eph. 2:14-18:

1) uniting Jewto Gentile (nore broadly, doing away with
schi sns anpbng peopl e);



2) uniting both to God in one body.

Application: People are nuch exerci sed today over issues of
peace anpbng nen. Just as we think the cold war is over, we
are confronted anew with racial tension and strife in our
own | and. The problemis that we have sought the first kind
of peace without the second. Only as we draw near to God
can we hope to live in peace with one anot her.

b) 37, "You know the story" (rhnm, in place of |ogos). The
Setting of Christ's life:

1) I n space: throughout all of Judaea, starting fromGlil ee.
I'n

2) tine: followi ng John's baptizing activity.
Application: Sone nodern "schol ars" question the historical
details of Jesus' |life, but feel that what really nmatters
after all is just what the church "renenbers"” about him W

need to keep in nmnd that "we have not foll owed cunningly
devi sed fables” (2 Pet. 1:16).

c) 38, "You know Jesus of Nazareth." The Mechanismof Christ's
life.

" Anoi nt ed" - - Cor nel i us under st ood sonet hi ng of his nessianic
cl ai ms.

It was because "God was with hinm in the person of "the Holy
Ghost" that he was able to go "about doi ng good, and healing."

Application: W need to rely on the sane Spirit for power in
our lives.

Peter not only recogni zes Cornelius as a righteous, God-fearing
man, but al so as havi ng consi derabl e know edge of the |ife and
m nistry of Jesus, even extending to his Spiritual power. Yet
Cornelius needs to learn nore than this.

39-42, "W are witnesses..."--life, death, resurrection,

j udgnent .

Peter begins (39a) by confirn ng what Cornelius knows of the life
of Jesus, then expands to his death, his resurrection, and his
role as judge, details that Cornelius may not have known but
needs to | earn.

a) 39a, recap of what Cornelius already knows of what Jesus did.

b) 39b, what the people did. The two expressi ons enphasi ze t he
hum liation and rejection of the Lord.

1) "slew [hin]," lit. "put [himl out of the way," "got rid of
him" Enphasi zes that he was "despi sed and rej ected of
men. "



c)

2)

"hanged [hinl on a tree," cf. Gal. 3:13, quoting from Deut.
21: 22, 23. Enphasi zes that the curse of God was upon him
because of our sin which he bore. This insight goes beyond
what Cornelius is likely to have concl uded.

40-42, what GCod did.

1)

2)

3)

40a, raised himfromthe dead. That God would do this for
one whom he had cursed shows that the curse is now gone;
our sin has been done away.

40b-41, nmanifested himto previously chosen w tnesses.
Not i ce:

a> the nature of the manifestation: eating and dri nking
t oget her, proving that he rose with a physical body, not
just as an apparition or ghost.

b> t he observers of the mani festation: not everybody, but
chosen wi t nesses.

1> Thi s excl usi on of unbelievers fromseeing the risen
Christ is anticipated in John 14:18-24. Exanpl e: when
the Lord appears to Saul, the other travelers do not
see Hm

2> Reason: Christ, now glorified, excludes fromhis
royal presence all who do not please him It is an
unspeakabl e privilege to be admtted to his royal
presence, and one that he does not grant
proni scuously. Conpare O exx. where "seeing the
face" of the nonarch is conditioned on neeting his
approval :

Joseph re. his brothers, Gen. 43:3,5;
Phar aoh to Mbses, Exod. 10: 28;

David re. Abner, 2 Sam 3:13;

David re. Absalom 2 Sam 14: 24.

Qaooe

NB: Christ is not sitting around pining for people
to believe on him He is nowin glory, and

admi ssion to his presence is a privilege and a

bl essing to us.

42, conm ssioned the apostles to preach and bear w tness.
Not i ce:

a> The Aut hor of the conm ssioning. The historical commands
cane fromJesus (1:8; Matt. 28:19-20; etc.), yet Peter
is conscious of their authority as from God (cf. 4:19;
5: 29).

b> The Content of the witness they are to bear: that Christ
is God's appointed judge. Cf. Acts 17:31. The
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resurrecti on shows

1> that Christ is the powerful Son of God, able to judge
(Rom 1:4);

2> that resurrection is possible, thus people cannot
hope to escape judgnent by anni hilation in death.

Cornelius is not only a righteous, god-fearing person, but he
knows the stories of the life of Jesus, and now Peter has brought
himup to date on the resurrection of Jesus and his com ng role
as judge. Yet even this is not enough. Cornelius needs to know
one thing nore in order to be saved.

4. "The prophets bear witness..."--faith unto forgi veness.
Know edge of facts, even such facts as these, does not bring
sal vation. W need to place our trust in what God has done in
Christ. For the prophetic testinony to this truth, cf.
conveniently Isa. 50:10-51: 6.

In sum to be saved, one needs to be receptive, to know the
history of Jesus' life, to recognize the inplications of his
death and resurrection, and to trust in himpersonally as our
savi our.

44-48, Coming of the Spirit

1. 44-46, the manifestation of the Spirit was in all respects like
the day of Pentecost. This sinmlarity was critical to avoid any
suspicions that the gentiles night be second-class conpared with
jewi sh believers, as we will see in Peter's argunent in ch. 11.

2. 45, those who have acconpani ed Peter are descri bed as "those of
the circunctision.” We will see next week that these are |likely
Centil es who have converted to Judaism (cf. the seven in ch. 6).
Havi ng come t hrough the arduous process of conversion, they in
particul ar are anmazed at Cornelius' short-cut.

3. 47, note the order of baptism here as elsewhere in Acts: first
faith, then baptism Guards against two errors.

a) No basis for applying baptismto those who have not beli eved.
b) Those who believe are to bear witness to their faith in water

baptism No basis for avoiding baptismfor those who have
bel i eved.

Hym:
Anal ysi s

9:43 )Ege/neto de\ h(ne/ras i(kana\s nei*nai e)n )l o/ pph| para/
tini Si/mwmi bursei”.



10: 1-8, Cornelius' Vision: Execution p <last nessage>
9-24, Peter sent: execution p <last nessage>

24b- 48, Meeting with Corneli us:

1. setting: o( de\ Kornh/lios h)~n prosdokw‘n au)tou/s,
sugkal esa/ nenos tou\s suggenei s au)tou” kai\ tou\s a)nagkai/ous
fi/lous.

2. First interchange: m sdirected worship

a) U (gesture)
25 wW(s de\ e)ge/neto tou”™ ei)selgein to\n Pe/tron,
sunant h/ sas au)tw‘| o( Kornh/lios peswin e)pi\ tou\s po/das
pr oseku/ nhsen.
This nmust be Peter's entrance into Caesaria (v.24), not the
house, whi ch happens in 27. Cornelius has been waiting for him
at the gate!

b) CU 26 o( de\ Pe/tros h)/geiren au)to\n | e/ gwn,
1) ) Ana/sthqi:
2) kai\ e)gw au)tol\s a)/ngrwpo/s ei)ni.

3. Second i nterchange

a) setting:
1) 27 kai\ sunom |lw'n au)tw*| ei)sh”l gen,
2) kai\ eu(ri/skei sunel hlugo/tas pollou/s,

b) 11U (Peter): quote p: 28 e)/fh te pro\s au)tou/s,

1) (Urei”s e)pi/stasge WM(s a)ge/nmto/n <see 1 Pet. 4:3,
"abom nabl e"> e)stin a)ndri\ )loudai/w kolla*sqgai h)\
prose/ rxesqai a)llofu/lw:

2) ka)nmoi\ o( qgeo\s e)/dei cen nmhde/ na koi no\n h)\ a)ka/qarton
| e/ gei n a)/ ngrwpon:

3) 29 dio\ kai\ a)nantirrh/tws h)~l gon netapenfqgei/s.

4) punga/ nonmai ou)”n ti/ni | o/ gw netepe/nyasqe/ ne;

c) CU (Cornelius) 30 kai\ o( Kornh/lios e)/fh,
1) )Apo\ teta/rths h(nme/ras ne/xri tau/ths th”"s w(/ras h)/ mhn
th\n e)na/thn proseuxo/nenos e)n tw'‘| oi)/kw nou,
2) kai\ i)dou\ a)nh\r e)/sth e)nw pio/n nou e)n e)sqgh”ti
| anpr a”|
3) quote p: 31 kai\ fhsi/n,
a> Kornh/li e,
b> ei ) shkou/sgh sou h( proseuxh\
c> kai\ ai( e)l ehnpbsu/nai sou e) mh/sghsan e)nw pi on tou”
geou”n.
d> 32 pe/nyon ou)”™n ei)s )l o/ pphn
e> kai\ netaka/lesai Si/mwma o(\s e)pikal ei “"tai Pe/tros:
f> ou(~tos ceni/zetai e)n oi)ki/al] Si/mwmos burse/ws para\
gal/ | assan.
4) 33 e)cauth”s ou)™n e)/penya pro\s se/,
5) su/ te kalw‘s e)poi/hsas parageno/ nenos.
6) nu”n ou)”™n pa/ntes h(nei” s e)nw pion tou® qeou”™ pal/resnen
a) kounrsai pa/nta ta\ prostetagne/na soi u(po\ tou” kuri/ou.
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d) CU (Peter): 34 )Anoi/cas de\ Pe/tros to\ sto/nm ei)”pen,

1)

2)

3)

"I Perceive..."

)Ep' a)l hqgei/ as kat al anba/ nonma

a> o(/ti ou)k e)/stin proswpol h/ npths o( geo/s,

b> 35 a)ll' e)n panti\ e)/gnei o( fobou/nenos au)to\n kai\
e)rgazo/ nenos di kai osu/ nhn dekto\s au)tw*| e)stin.

"You know..."--the stories of the life of Jesus
mul ti ple object: 37 wu(nei”s oi)/date,
a> 36 to\n lo/gon ...
1> comrent <l ogon>: comrent p
a: text: [o(\n] a)pe/steilen toi”s ui(oi”s )Israh\l
eu) aggel i zo/ nrenos ei )rh/nhn dia\ )l hsou® Xristou”®,

b: comment <IX>: ou(”~to/s e)stin pa/ntwn ku/rios
b> to\ geno/nenon r(h*ma kaq' o(/lhs th”s )l oudai/ as,
a)rcal/ nenos a)po\ th”s Glilai/as nmeta\ to\ ba/ptisna
o(\ e)kh/rucen )Iwal/ nnhs,
c> 38 )lhsou™n to\n a)po\ Nazare/q,
d> wW(s e)/xrisen au)to\n o( qgeo\s pneu/mati a(gi/w kai\
duna/ nei ,
1> <auton>: o(\s di h"l gen eu)ergetw*n kai\ i)w nenos
pa/ ntas tou\s katadunast euone/ nous u(po\ tou”
di abo/ | ou,
a: o(/ti o( geo\s h)~n nmet' au)tou”.

"W are witnesses..."--life, death, resurrection, judgnment
39 kai\ h(nei”s nma/rtures
a> of what Christ did:
pa/ ntwn wv(*n e)poi/hsen e)/n te th| xwral tw'n
)l oudai /wn kai\ [e)n] )Ilerousal h/m
b> of what the peopl e did:
o(\n kai\ a)nei~l an krema/santes e)pi\ cu/l ou.
c> of what God did:
1> 40 tou”~ton o( geo\s h)/geiren [e)n] th”] tri/th]|
h(me/r a|
2> kai\ e)/dwken au)to\n e)nfanh”™ gene/sqai,
41 ou) panti\ tw law‘| a)lla\ ma/rtusin toi”s
pr okexei r ot onhnme/ noi s u(po\ tou” geou”, h(n *n,
oi (/tines sunefal/gonmen kai\ sunepi/onen au)tw‘| meta\
to\ a)nasth”nai au)to\n e)k nekrw'n:
3> 42 kai\ parh/ggeilen h(m~n
The historical comands cane from Jesus (1:8; Matt.
28:19-20; etc.), yet Peter is conscious of their
authority as fromGod (cf. 4:19; 5:29). Cf. also Ezek
3 (the responsibility of the watchman)
a: khru/cai tw‘| | aw}|
b: kai\ diamartu/rasqai o(/ti ou(”~to/s e)stin of
w(risne/ nos u(po\ tou” geou™ krith\s zw ntwn kai\
nekrwhn.
Cf. 2 Tim 4:1, which shows that the sense of
bei ng "before God" includes the i nage of judgnent.
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E.

Cornelius knows that he is "before God"; now Peter
reminds himthat the risen Christ will be the
agent of that judgnment to which he has subnitted
hi nsel f.

4) "The prophets bear witness..."--faith unto forgiveness.
43 tou/tw pa/ntes oi( profh~tai nmarturou”sin, a)/fesin
a(martiwn | abei *n dia\ tou™ o)no/matos au)tou” pa/nta to\n

pi steu/onta ei)s au)to/n. e.g., |Isa. 50:10-51:6.
Conming of the Spirit
44 )Y/ Eti lalou™ntos tou™ Pe/trou ta\ r(h/mata tauta

a)

b)
c)
d)

e)

f)
9)

e) pe/ pesen to\ pneu”“nm to\ a(/gion e)pi\ pa/ntas tou\s

a) kou/ontas to\n | o/ gon.

45 kai\ e)ce/sthsan oi( e)k peritonmh”~s pistoi\ o(/soi

sunh”l gan tw| Pe/trw,

o(/ti kai\ e)pi\ ta\ e)/gnh h( dwea\ tou” a(gi/ou pneu/ nat os

e) kke/ xut ai :

46 h)/kouon ga\r au)tw*n | al ou/ntwn gl w ssai s kai\

megal uno/ ntwn to\n geo/ n.

quote p: to/te a)pekri/qgh Pel/tros,

1) 47 WMh/ti to\ u(/dw du/natai kwl u”sai/ tis tou® mh\
bapti sgh”nai tou/tous

2) oi(/tines to\ pneu™“ma to\ a(/gion e)/labon wWs kai\
h( nei *s;

48 prose/tacen de\ au)touls e)n tw‘| o)no/mati )I hsou”®

Xri stou”™ baptisgh™nai .

to/te h)rw thsan au)to\n e)pinei*nai h(ne/ras tinal/s.

11: 1-18, Discussion in Jerusal em <next nessage>



