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Why Barak?
Why Gideon?

Heb. 11:32 And what shall I 
more say? for the time would 
fail me to tell of Gedeon, and 
of Barak, and of Samson, and 
of Jephthae; of David also, 
and Samuel, and of the 
prophets: 33 Who through 
faith subdued kingdoms, 
wrought righteousness, 
obtained promises, stopped 
the mouths of lions, 34 
Quenched the violence of fire, 
escaped the edge of the 
sword, out of weakness were 
made strong, waxed valiant 
in fight, turned to flight the 
armies of the aliens.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:12_Tribes_of_Israel_Map.svg

1. Othniel

2. Ehud

???
3. Shamgar

4a. Deborah

4b. Barak

5. Gideon

6. Abimelech

7. Tola

8. Jair
9. Jephthah

10. Ibzan

11. Elon

12. Abdon

13. Samson

Haz
or

Jdg 6:1-10
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Chronology of the Judges

1340 1320 1300 1280 1260 1240 1220 1200 1180 1160 1140 1120

Mesopotamia Moab etc. Canaan

Midian Philistines etc. Philistines

Othniel

Samson
Jephthah

Abimelech, Tola, JairGideon

Deborah & BarakEhud
Shamgar
Philistines

Ibzan, Elon, 
Abdon

Chronology after Chisholm, JETS 52/2 (June 
2009) 247–55

Oppression
The land had rest … 
He judged Israel … 

3:7 4:1

6:1 10:6 13:19:1

3:12
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Retribution in Judges 6:2-6

Judg 6:2-6 Retribution 

3-5, Midianite actions:
 raided crops

2b, Israelite actions:
 hide in caves

2a, Midianite summary:
 “prevailed”

6a, Israelite summary:
 “impoverished”

Midian in the Bible
● Gen 37:38, Midianite merchants buy 

Joseph from his brothers
● Exodus 2-4, Moses flees to the land 

of Midian and marries a Midianite 
girl

● Numbers 22, Midian joins Moab in 
hiring Balaam to curse Israel

● Numbers 25, a Midianite woman 
seduces an Israelite

● Numbers 31, Israel fights against 
Midian.

● 1 Ki 11, Midian shelters Hadad the 
Edomite, adversary to Solomon.

1Pet. 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; 
because your adversary the devil, as 
a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour:
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The Lord’s Messages (Part 1)
Judges 2 Judges 6 Judges 10

Israel’s 
Cry

6 and the children of Israel cried 
unto the LORD. 7 And it came to 
pass, when the children of Israel 
cried unto the LORD because of 
the Midianites,

10 And the children of Israel cried 
unto the LORD, saying, We have 
sinned against thee, both 
because we have forsaken our 
God, and also served Baalim.

Message 
from the 
Lord

1 And an (the) 
angel of the LORD 
came up from Gilgal 
to Bochim, and said, 

8 That the LORD sent a prophet 
[-man] unto the children of Israel, 
which said unto them, 

11 And the LORD said unto the 
children of Israel, 

2Cor. 12:7 And lest I should be exalted 
above measure through the abundance 
of the revelations, there was given to 
me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger 
of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be 
exalted above measure. 8 For this 
thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it 
might depart from me. 9 And he said 
unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: 
for my strength is made perfect in 
weakness. 

Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in 
my infirmities, that the power of Christ may 
rest upon me. 10 Therefore I take pleasure 
in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, 
in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s 
sake: for when I am weak, then am I 
strong.

Heb. 1:1 God, who at sundry times and in 
divers manners spake in time past unto 
the fathers by the prophets, 2 Hath in 
these last days spoken unto us by his Son,
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The Lord’s Messages (Part 2)
Judges 2 Judges 6 Judges 10

The 
Exodus

I made you to go up out 
of Egypt, 

Thus saith the LORD God of 
Israel, I brought you up from 
Egypt, and brought you forth 
out of the house of bondage; 
9 And I delivered you out of 
the hand of the Egyptians, 

Did not I deliver you from the 
Egyptians, 

Victories 
over 
Enemies

and out of the hand of all that 
oppressed you, and drave 
them out from before you, 

and from the Amorites, from the 
children of Ammon, and from the 
Philistines?  12 The Zidonians 
also, and the Amalekites, and the 
Maonites, did oppress you; and 
ye cried to me, and I delivered 
you out of their hand.

Heb. 10:26 For if we sin wilfully after that we 
have received the knowledge of the truth, there 
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, 27 But a 
certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery 
indignation, which shall devour the adversaries. 
28 He that despised Moses’ law died without 
mercy under two or three witnesses: 

29 Of how much sorer punishment, 
suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, 
who hath trodden under foot the Son of 
God, and hath counted the blood of the 
covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an 
unholy thing, and hath done despite unto 
the Spirit of grace?
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The Lord’s Messages (Part 3)
Judges 2 Judges 6 Judges 10

Gift of the 
Land

and have brought you unto the 
land which I sware unto your 
fathers; 

and gave you their land; 

Assurance 
of Covenant

and I said, I will never break my 
covenant with you. 

10 And I said unto you, I 
am the LORD your God; 

Ex. 6:6 Wherefore say unto the 
children of Israel, I am the LORD, and I 
will bring you out from under the 
burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid 
you out of their bondage, and I will 
redeem you with a stretched out arm, 
and with great judgments: 7 And I will 
take you to me for a people, and I 
will be to you a God: and ye shall 
know that I am the LORD your God, 
which bringeth you out from under the 
burdens of the Egyptians.

Ex. 19:5 Now therefore, if ye will 
obey my voice indeed, and keep 
my covenant, then ye shall be a 
peculiar treasure unto me above 
all people: for all the earth is mine: 
6 And ye shall be unto me a 
kingdom of priests, and an holy 
nation.
Ex. 20:2 I am the LORD thy God, 
which have brought thee out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage.
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The Lord’s Messages (Part 4)
Judges 2 Judges 6 Judges 10

Governing 
Command

2 And ye shall make no 
league [covenant] with the 
inhabitants of this land; ye 
shall throw down their altars: 

fear not the gods of 
the Amorites, in 
whose land ye dwell: 

Disobe-
dience

but ye have not obeyed my 
voice:  

but ye have not 
obeyed my voice. 

13 Yet ye have 
forsaken me, 
and served 
other gods: 

Rev 21:8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, 
and the abominable, and murderers, and 
whoremongers, and sorcerers, and 
idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part 
in the lake which burneth with fire and 
brimstone: which is the second death.
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The Lord’s Messages (Part 5)
Judges 2 Judges 6 Judges 10

Conse-
quences

why have ye done this? 3 
Wherefore I also said, I will 
not drive them out from 
before you; but they shall be 
as thorns in your sides, and 
their gods shall be a snare 
unto you.

wherefore I will deliver you no more.
14 Go and cry unto the gods which ye 
have chosen; let them deliver you in the 
time of your tribulation.

Israel’s 
Cry

15 And the children of Israel said unto the 
LORD, We have sinned: do thou unto us 
whatsoever seemeth good unto thee; 
deliver us only, we pray thee, this day.
 16 And they put away the strange gods 
from among them, and served the LORD: 
and his soul was grieved for the misery of 
Israel.


