
01/30/21 Copyright © 2021, H. Van Dyke Parunak. All Rights Reserved. www.cyber-chapel.org 2

The Cycles of Judges 3-16
Rebellion:
Did Evil
Forsook/served

2:11
:12,13
17,19

3:7
:7

3:12 4:1 6:1 10:6
:6

13:1

Retribution:
Lord angry

Spoilers

Years

:12,
14
:14-15

:8

:8 Meso-
potamia
8

:12-14 
Moab
18

:2 Canaan

20

:1-6 Midian

7

:7

:7-9 Philistines, 
Ammon
18

:1 Philistines

40

Repentance :15,18 :9 :15 :3 :6 :10

Rebuke :1-3 :7-10 :11-16

Restoration:
Judge
Land had rest
Years
He judged Israel
Years

:16,18 :9-11
Othniel
:11
40

:15-30
Ehud
:30
80

:4-5:31
Deborah, Barak
:31
40

:11-8:28
Gideon
:28
40

:17-12:7
Jephthah

:7
6

:2-16:31
Samson

15:20, 16:31
20

Supplements: :32 
Shamgar

:29-9:64 
Abimelech, 64
10:1,2 Tola, 23
:3-5 Jair, 22

:8-10 Ibzan, 7
:11-12 Elon, 10
:13-15 Abdon, 8

Judg 10:17-11:28



01/30/21 Copyright © 2021, H. Van Dyke Parunak. All Rights Reserved. www.cyber-chapel.org 3

How earlier Judges start:

Judg. 2:16 Nevertheless the 
LORD raised up judges, … 

Judg. 3:9 And when the 
children of Israel cried unto 
the LORD, the LORD raised 
up a deliverer to the children 
of Israel, … 

Judg. 3:15 But when the 
children of Israel cried unto 
the LORD, the LORD raised 
them up a deliverer, Ehud the 
son of Gera … 

Judg. 4:6 And she sent and 
called Barak … and said unto 
him, Hath not the LORD God 
of Israel commanded, … ?

Judg. 6:14 And the LORD 
looked upon him, and said, Go 
in this thy might, and thou 
shalt save Israel from the 
hand of the Midianites: have 
not I sent thee?

From Abimelech through Jair:
Judg. 10:1 And after Abimelech there 
arose to defend Israel Tola the son of 
Puah
Judg. 10:3 And after him arose Jair, a 
Gileadite, and judged Israel twenty and 
two years.

Ibzan, Elon, Abdon:
12:8, 11, 13 he judged Israel

Jephthah’s Chiastic Career

A Leader 
Gained & Lost

10:17-11:11 
(13 vv)

12:7 (1v)

Attempted 
Diplomacy

With Ammon
11:12-28 (17)

With Ephraim
12:1-6 (6)

A Vow Made & 
Performed 11:29-31 (3) 11:34-40 (7)

Divine 
Deliverance

11:32-33 the Lord delivered them
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Geography 
of Jephthah
10:17 the children of 
Israel … encamped in 
Mizpeh

Gen. 31:48 And 
Laban said, This 
heap is a witness 
between me and thee 
this day. Therefore 
was the name of it 
called Galeed; 49 
And Mizpah; for he 
said, The LORD 
watch between me 
and thee, when we 
are absent one from 
another.
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Helpful References
11:3, Jephthah’s band: compare David

1Sam. 22:2 And every one that was in distress, 
and every one that was in debt, and every one 
that was discontented, gathered themselves unto 
him; and he became a captain over them: and 
there were with him about four hundred men.

11:8, Finding a General
Is. 3:1 For, behold, the Lord, the LORD of hosts, 
doth take away from Jerusalem and from Judah 
the stay and the staff, the whole stay of bread, 
and the whole stay of water, 2 The mighty man, 
and the man of war, the judge, and the prophet, 
and the prudent, and the ancient, 3 The captain 
of fifty, and the honourable man, and the 
counsellor, and the cunning artificer, and the 
eloquent orator. 

11:12, Jephthah’s Diplomacy
Prov 25:8 Go not forth hastily to strive, lest thou 
know not what to do in the end thereof, when thy 
neighbour hath put thee to shame. 9 Debate thy 
cause with thy neighbour himself; and discover 
not a secret to another: 10 Lest he that heareth it 
put thee to shame, and thine infamy turn not 
away. 

10:18, Background on Ammon

Gen 19:36 Thus were both the 
daughters of Lot with child by their 
father. 37 And the firstborn bare a son, 
and called his name Moab: the same 
is the father of the Moabites unto this 
day. 38 And the younger, she also 
bare a son, and called his name 
Benammi: the same is the father of 
the children of Ammon unto this day.
Num 21:23 And Sihon would not suffer 
Israel to pass through his border: but 
Sihon gathered all his people together, 
and went out against Israel into the 
wilderness: and he came to Jahaz, 
and fought against Israel. 24 And 
Israel smote him with the edge of the 
sword, and possessed his land from 
Arnon unto Jabbok, even unto the 
children of Ammon: for the border of 
the children of Ammon was strong.
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Judges 11 Numbers 20-21 Deuteronomy 2

16 But when Israel came up 
from Egypt, … and came to 
Kadesh; 17 Then Israel sent 
messengers unto the king of 
Edom, saying, Let me, I pray 
thee, pass through thy 
land: but the king of Edom 
would not hearken thereto.

20:14 And Moses sent messengers from 
Kadesh unto the king of Edom, Thus saith 
thy brother Israel, … 17 Let us pass, I pray 
thee, through thy country: … 18 And 
Edom said unto him, Thou shalt not pass by 
me, lest I come out against thee with the 
sword…. 21 Thus Edom refused to give 
Israel passage through his border: … 

4 And command thou the people, 
saying, Ye are to pass through the 
coast of your brethren the children of 
Esau, … 5 Meddle not with them; for 
I will not give you of their land, no, not 
so much as a foot breadth; because I 
have given mount Seir unto Esau for a 
possession.

And in like manner they sent 
unto the king of Moab: but he 
would not consent: and Israel 
abode in Kadesh.

(Num. 21:14 Wherefore it is said in the book 
of the wars of the LORD, What he did in the 
Red sea, and in the brooks of Arnon, 15 And 
at the stream of the brooks that goeth down 
to the dwelling of Ar, and lieth upon the 
border of Moab.)

9 And the LORD said unto me, 
Distress not the Moabites, … for I 
will not give thee of their land for a 
possession; because I have given Ar 
unto the children of Lot for a 
possession. … 

18 Then they went along 
through the wilderness, and 
compassed the land of 
Edom, and the land of Moab, 
and came by the east side 
of the land of Moab, and 
pitched on the other side of 
Arnon, but came not within 
the border of Moab: for 
Arnon was the border of 
Moab.

21:4 And they journeyed from mount Hor by 
the way of the Red sea, to compass the 
land of Edom: (brazen serpent) … 11 And 
they journeyed from Oboth, and pitched at 
Ijeabarim, in the wilderness which is before 
Moab, toward the sunrising. … 13 From 
thence they removed, and pitched on the 
other side of Arnon, which is in the 
wilderness that cometh out of the coasts of 
the Amorites: for Arnon is the border of 
Moab, between Moab and the Amorites.
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Jephthah Knows his History (2)
Judges 11 Numbers 20-21 Deuteronomy 2

19 And Israel sent messengers 
unto Sihon king of the 
Amorites, the king of Heshbon; 
and Israel said unto him, Let us 
pass, we pray thee, through thy 
land … 20 But Sihon trusted not 
Israel to pass through his 
coast: but Sihon gathered all his 
people together, and pitched in 
Jahaz, and fought against Israel. 
21 And the LORD God of Israel 
delivered Sihon and all his people 
into the hand of Israel, and they 
smote them: so Israel possessed 
all the land of the Amorites, the 
inhabitants of that country.

21:21 And Israel sent messengers 
unto Sihon king of the Amorites, 
saying, 22 Let me pass through thy 
land: … 23 And Sihon would not 
suffer Israel to pass through his 
border: but Sihon gathered all his 
people together, and went out against 
Israel into the wilderness: and he came 
to Jahaz, and fought against Israel. 24 
And Israel smote him with the edge of 
the sword, and possessed his land from 
Arnon unto Jabbok, even unto the 
children of Ammon: … 25 And Israel 
took all these cities: and Israel dwelt in 
all the cities of the Amorites, in 
Heshbon, and in all the villages thereof.

26 And I sent messengers out of 
the wilderness of Kedemoth unto 
Sihon king of Heshbon with 
words of peace, saying, 27 Let 
me pass through thy land: … 30 
But Sihon king of Heshbon 
would not let us pass by him: … 
32 Then Sihon came out against 
us, he and all his people, to fight 
at Jahaz. 33 And the LORD our 
God delivered him before us; and 
we smote him, and his sons, and 
all his people. 34 And we took all 
his cities at that time, … 

Omitted:
Deu 2:18 Thou art to pass over through Ar, the coast of Moab, this day: 19 And when thou 
comest nigh over against the children of Ammon, distress them not, nor meddle with 
them: for I will not give thee of the land of the children of Ammon any possession; because 
I have given it unto the children of Lot for a possession. … 37 Only unto the land of the 
children of Ammon thou camest not, nor unto any place of the river Jabbok, nor unto the 
cities in the mountains, nor unto whatsoever the LORD our God forbad us.
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The Contested TerritoryAmmon’s Claim:

11:13 And the king of 
the children of 
Ammon answered 
unto the messengers 
of Jephthah, Because 
Israel took away my 
land, when they came 
up out of Egypt, from 
Arnon even unto 
Jabbok, and unto 
Jordan

Israel’s History:

11:22 And they 
possessed all the 
coasts of the 
Amorites, from 
Arnon even unto 
Jabbok, and from the 
wilderness even unto 
Jordan.

Num. 21:26 For Heshbon was the city of Sihon the king 
of the Amorites, who had fought against the former king 
of Moab, and taken all his land out of his hand, even 
unto Arnon. 27 Wherefore they that speak in proverbs 
say, 

Come into Heshbon, let the city of Sihon be built and 
prepared: 

28 For there is a fire gone out of Heshbon, a flame 
from the city of Sihon: 

it hath consumed Ar of Moab, and the lords of the high 
places of Arnon. 

29 Woe to thee, Moab! thou art undone, O people of 
Chemosh: 

he hath given his sons that escaped, and his 
daughters, 

into captivity unto Sihon king of the Amorites. 
30 We have shot at them; Heshbon is perished even 

unto Dibon, 
and we have laid them waste even unto Nophah, 

which reacheth unto Medeba. 

31 Thus Israel dwelt in the land of the Amorites.
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Whose God was Chemosh?
24 Wilt not thou possess that which Chemosh thy god 
giveth thee to possess?

1Kings 11:7 Then did Solomon build an high place for 
Chemosh, the abomination of Moab, in the hill that 
is before Jerusalem, and for Molech, the 
abomination of the children of Ammon.
2Kings 17:26 Wherefore they spake to the king of 
Assyria, saying, The nations which thou hast 
removed, and placed in the cities of Samaria, know 
not the manner of the God of the land: therefore he 
hath sent lions among them, and, behold, they slay 
them, because they know not the manner of the God 
of the land.

Compare:
Judg 10:14 Go and cry unto the gods which ye have 
chosen; let them deliver you in the time of your 
tribulation.


