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Overvi ew

1. Maj or break between 28-29:

a) 29-47 is nostly reworked quotations from | sai ah and Nunbers;
1-28 is alnpst entirely original (though the two hal ves do
trade i mages back and forth)

b) The structure of 1-28 is symmetric, while that of 29-47 is
syntactic (dialog between Jer and the Lord).

2. 1-5 is an overview of the judgnent.

3. Gross structure of 6-28 is chiastic:

a) Command to flee 6 28
b) Judgnent pictured with vine and

related to | srael 7-13 26- 27
c) Moab's nmilitary fails 14- 15 25
d) Conmmand to onl ookers to wi tness 16- 17 20- 24
e) Command to Moabites to w tness 18 19

Hi st ori cal Background
Excell ent summary in Keil's introduction to this chapter.

1. Descendants of Lot by his elder daughter, Gen. 19:37. The younger

daught er begat the Anmpnites, and the two nations lived on the
East bank of Jordan, with the Jabbok as their border, Nunb.
21: 24.

2. The Anorites under Sihon took over the northern part of Mab from

t he Jabbok south to the Arnon, Num 21:13, 26.

3. Israel in the Exodus was not to touch Mbdab, Deut. 2:8-9, but did
conquer Si hon and took over his territory, between the Jabbok and

the Arnon, Nunb. 21:25. Becane territory of Reuben.
4. Mbabites were jeal ous, and always fought with |Israel over this.
a) Their king Balak hired Balaamto curse them Num 22-25.

b) Egl on oppressed |Israel until judge Ehud assassi nated him
Judg. 3.

c) Continuing strife under Saul, David, Jehoshaphat, Joash,
Hezeki ah.

d) Yet intinmes of difficulty, sone Israelites sought refuge

there. Ruth cane fromthere as a result of her in-laws' refuge

there; David took his parents there for safe-keeping, 1 Sam
22: 3-4.

5. At the tine of the fall of Jerusalem they were still intact, and

some Jews fled there for refuge, 40:11.

6. Josephus (Ant. 10.181) records that five years |ater Neb. swept
t hrough Moab and Ammon on his way to Egypt, and that is probably
t he destructi on here prophesi ed.

7. Application: Note how jeal ousy can arise through no fault of your
own. Modab is jeal ous because Israel is able to defeat those whom

she was not able to defeat.



B. 1-5, Announcenent of Judgnent
These verses anticipate the rest of the chapter by giving us a
"newsreel" of the fall of Mbdab. Notice two progressi ons as we nobve
t hrough the verses:
1. The place nanes nobve roughly (but not w thout exceptions) from
north to south, paralleling the course of invasion by the
Babyl oni an ar ny.
2. The voices we hear:
a) 1, the Lord declaring Mab's fall.
b) 2, the eneny planning to cut it off.
c) 3, witnesses announce, "spoiling and great destruction."
d) 4-5, the weeping of the people as they march on the road to
captivity.

C. 6, 28, Command to Fl ee
The nation nust leave its cities. |Is there a recoll ection here of
their hostility to Israel during the Exodus, when Bal ak sought first
to curse themand then to seduce theminto judgnment? Now they wll
beconme a wanderi ng peopl e.

Application: God is able to match the judgnent to the crine. PRO

26: 27 Whoso diggeth a pit shall fall therein: and he that rolleth a
stone, it will return upon him PRO 28: 10 Woso causeth the
righteous to go astray in an evil way, he shall fall hinself into
his own pit: but the upright shall have good things in possession.

D. 7-13, Detail ed Description of Judgment
This section, corresponding to 26-27, is itself chiastic.

1. 7, 13. The fundanental basis of their judgnent is m sguided
trust, particularly in false gods. This is the very first sin of
Moab nentioned in this chapter; how pertinent to our situation in
the US today! Trusting in our works and in our treasures.

Mat erialismis nothing new

Chenpsh was the god of the Mbabites; he is unable to deliver
them just as the northern ten tribes of Israel found the false
gods of Bethel unable to deliver themfromthe Assyri ans.

Application: This is the nost basic sin, the one that |eads to
all the others: trust in anything or anyone other than the Lord.
Violation of the first commandnent.

2. 8, 11-12, Description of the judgnent. The first elenent is
literal; the second i ntroduces a vineyard figure that will be
conti nued t hroughout the chapter. This is the nmjor inmge of the
section, and the one that is picked up in the parallel wth
26- 27.

a) 8, Literal. The conpl eteness of the judgnent is enphasi zed.
"Valley ... plain" are the two regions of the country, npving
fromthe Jordan, first the | ow ands by the river, then the
hi gh t abl el and.



b) 11-12, Figurative.

1) The figure: as grape juice fernents, the dead yeast cells
precipitate out to the bottom of the container, and must be
strai ned out before the wine is consuned to avoid a bitter
taste.

2) The parallel: like wine still in its original containers,
Mbab has never been taken captive, but has al ways resi ded
inits land. God will change that:

a> He will send "decanters,"” not "wanderers," those who
will take Mbab captive, thus enptying the "vessel s" (the
country) of its people.

b> He will "break their bottles.” This goes far beyond
ordi nary wi ne production, and reflects the viol ence they
will suffer.

3. 9, 10, the Lord' s desire. Two verses expressing wi sh or desire.

a) 9, that Moab m ght | eave her land, and that its cities night
be (not "shall be") desolate. Continues the idea of exile
presented in 11-12.

b) 10, that those who fight against her mght do so diligently.
Conti nues the descri ption of 8.

26-27, The Correspondi ng | nage of Judgnent

These verses correspond with 7-13 through two i mages: the vineyard
(only here in 1-28; again in 29-47 in 32-33,38), and the

i ntroduction of Israel (only in these two places in the entire
chapter).

1. 27, Moab has nocked |srael, as one night nock a thief with his

hand caught in the till. Yet there was no ground for this
mockery.

2. 26, Now Moab will reel under the judgnent as a drunken man, and
she will be the object of derision.

14-15, 25, Mbab wi t hout Def ense

14-15 give the literal truth: her proud boast of military strength
is worthless, for her prinme soldiers have been killed. 25 is the

i mage: the "horn" of a country is its military might, just as an
animal's horn is its neans of self-defense.

Application: It is futile to trust in the arm of human strength when
CGCod noves against us. An inportant |esson for us to renenber in the
shadow of Desert Storm

16-17, 20-24, Command to Onl ookers to Bear Wt ness

In both el enents, God conmands the bystanders to bear witness to
Mbab' s def eat .



Application: God's judgnents are sel dom private. He shanes and
di shonors those who rebel agai nst him

H 18, 19, Commuands to Moab
The central section calls on Moab herself to witness the
destruction. Di bon and Aroer are two cities in the m ddl e of Mab.

I . Synthesis
Moab (18-19) and all around her (16f, 20-24) see that her defenses
have failed (15f, 25) and she is under judgnent, enptied out as a
wi ne barrel (11f), shanefully drunken (26-27), because she has
trusted in her works and treasures (7). Therefore she should fl ee
(6, 28).

The | essons here are the sane as those we have seen for Egypt and
Philisti a:

1. Payday does cone soneday for those who abuse God's people. If
j udgnent begi ns at the house of God, what nust the end be of
t hose who reject the gospel ?

2. Beware the armof flesh. Mdab's nmilitary cannot stand agai nst
God's rod; her wealth and treasures are usel ess when his day of
judgnment cones. Sinmilarly, if we trust in anything or anyone
ot her than God's appoi nted savior, the Lord Jesus, we too wll
reel and stagger under God's judgnent.

Ps. 72, "Christ Shall Have Domni ni on"

Anal ysi s
A. Structural indices--see colored displays for nore.

1. There are three clusters of densely concentrated place
nanmes: 1-5, 18-24, 31-34. See Mac Bi Atlas map 155.

2. The w ne i magery
a) 11-12, Mab as wine on its | ees
b) 26, Mbdab as a drunkard
c) 32-33, Mbab as a failed vintage
d) 38, Mbab as a broken vessel

3. "saith the Lord" at the END of clauses (NOT niddle, 20, 35)
(Keil)

4. 29-38 draws heavily fromlsa. 15-16
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E. 29-47, adopted from I saiah and el sewhere (next study)



